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PREFACE 


When we first wrote Experiencing God in 1990, we 
didn’t realize the enormity of the spiritual hunger in 
the hearts and lives of God’s people to experience God. 
God’s people had head knowledge about God but little 
heart and life experience with God. They knew there 
had to be more to the Christian life than continu- 
ous religious activity, but they didn’t know what was 
missing, nor did they know what to do about it. They 
longed to experience God. 

Over the course of my life, God had graciously 
granted me an understanding of Himself and His 
ways. He had also brought Avery Willis and Claude 
King into my life. God was ready to respond to the cry 
of His people: 


Show me Your ways, O LORD; 

Teach me Your paths. 

Lead me in Your truth and teach me, 

For You are the God of my salvation; 

On You I wait all the day (Ps. 25:4-5, NKJV). 


Experiencing God was my life message. This is how I have 
always understood and walked with God. This is how 
I pastored and guided God’s people to relate to God. 
I shared these truths in many places where I was asked 
to speak. Over and over again people asked, “Have you 
ever written anything on what you are teaching? God’s 
people need to hear these truths.” Avery Willis, the 
person responsible for adult discipleship training at 
Lifeway Chrisian Resources at the time, gave me the 
encouragement and opportunity to put my message 
in writing in the workbook Experiencing God: Knowing 
and Doing the Will of God. 

Since 1990 God has used this study to dramatically 
impact and transform millions of lives and thousands of 
churches around the world. Currently more than eight 
million copies of the workbook in English had been 
sold as well as numerous other related resources. This 
workbook is now published in 47 languages and has 
been used in almost every Christian denomination. We 
are amazed that God, in His mercy and grace, would 
use such a modest work by ordinary people! He has 
chosen to grant His favor on His truth expressed in 
this study. 


We have been overwhelmed by the response to 
the truths shared in Experiencing God. So many lives 
have been radically changed—in prisons; in the mili- 
tary; and in all walks of life, including lawyers, judges, 
CEOs, professional athletes, and politicians. Thousands 
of churches, high schools, colleges, and seminaries 
have been greatly helped and radically changed by 
its truths. God has used these truths to affect people 
around the world, including leaders of countries, 
government officials, and diplomats. Hundreds of 
missionaries are serving around the world because of 
this study, and thousands of others are now serving as 
pastors, evangelists, and faithful servants. Only heaven 
knows the extend to which God has chosen to use 
Experiencing God. 

This resource has also had a profound effect on my 
life and my family. God has called each of my children 
into His service, and all fourteen of my grandchildren 
are currently walking with the Lord, several of whom 
are in full time Christian ministry. As we seek to be 
good stewards of His grace, we cry out, “Let a man so 
consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the 


. mysteries of God. Moreover it is required in stewards 


that one be found faithful” (1 Cor. 4:1-2, NKJV). 

As God has granted us—especially as a family— 
many open doors to share with God’s people, we ask 
our friends and the many friends of Experiencing God 
to pray for each of us: Marilyn and me; Richard and 
Lisa, Michael, Daniel, and Carrie;Tom and Kim, Erin, 
Matthew, and Connor; Mel and Gina, Christa, Stephen, 
and Sarah; Norm and Dana, Emily, Douglas, and Anne; 
Carrie and Wendell, Elizabeth, and Joshua, and now a 
growing number of great grandchildren. 

Thanks must also go to Claude King, who helped 
develop the first workbook and who continues to 
remain faithful to the Lord in serving Him, and to 
those at Lifeway Christian Resources who continu- 
ally improve and provide Experiencing God to the 
thousands of people around the world, still hungry to 
experience God. 


The Blackabys 


VERSE TO MEMORIZE 


GOD'S WILL 
& YOUR LIFE 


Vancouver World’s Fair 


When the World’s Fair was coming to Vancouver, our little association of churches was 
convinced God wanted us to try to reach the 22 million people who would visit our 
city. We had about 2,000 members in our churches. How in the world could our small 
group make much impact on such a mass of tourists from all over the world? 

Two years before the fair, we began to set our plans in motion. The total income 
for our association was $9,000.The following year it grew to $16,000. The year of the 
World’s Fair, we set a budget for $202,000.' We had commitments that would provide 
35 percent of that budget. Sixty-five percent of it depended on prayer. Can you oper- 
ate a budget on prayer? Yes. But when you do that, you are attempting something only 
God can do. What do most of us do? We set the “practical” budget, which represents 
what we can afford. Then we might set a second hope or faith budget. The budget we 
really trust and use, however, is the one we can accomplish by ourselves. We do not 
really trust God to make a practical difference in what we do. 

As an association of churches, we decided God had definitely led us to the work 
that would cost $202,000.That became our operating budget. All of our people began 
praying for God to provide for everything we believed He had led us to do during 
the World’s Fair. At the end of the year, I asked our treasurer how much money we 
had received. From Canada, the United States, and other parts of the world we had 
received $264,000. People from all over North America assisted us. During the fair 
we became a catalyst to see almost 20,000 people accept Jesus Christ as their Lord 
and Savior. You cannot explain that except in terms of God’s intervention. Only God 
could have done that. He accomplished it with a people who were determined to be 
God’s servants and who were moldable and available for their Master's use. 


1. Throughout this book | will give illustrations that sometimes mention amounts of money. Don’t get caught up in the amounts, since 
they are relative to the year when the event took place. Some amounts may seem small by current standards, while other amounts 
may seem inconceivably large in other cultures or economies. Focus instead on the faith required or the miraculous timing and 
provision of the Lord in regard to the need. In the case above, the amounts merely indicate the size of the faith required when the 
people compared the proposed budget to their previous experience. 


EXPERIENCING GOD 


As you follow Jesus 
one day at a time, 
He will keep you in the 
center of God's will. 


WL RE 
a> 


Real 
Christianity 
is not merely 
a religion; it is 
a relationship 
with a Person. 


1 Corinthians 2:14 


“But the person without the 
Spirit does not receive what 
comes from God’s Spirit, 
because it is foolishness to 
him; he is not able to under- 
stand it since it is evaluated 
spiritually.” 


JESUS IS YOUR 


Jesus said, “This is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and the one 
you have sent —Jesus Christ” (John 17:3). The essence of eternal life and of this study is 
for you to know God and to know Jesus Christ, whom He has sent. Knowing God does 
not come through a program or a method. Real Christianity is not merely a religion; it 
is a relationship with a Person. It is an intimate love relationship with God. Through this 
relationship God reveals His will and invites you to join Him where He is at work. When 
you obey, God accomplishes through you something only He can do. Then you come 
to know God in a more intimate way by experiencing Him at work through your life. 

I want to help you move into the kind of relationship with God through which 
you will experience eternal life to the fullest degree possible. Jesus said, “I have come 
so that they may have life and have it in abundance” (John 10:10). Would you like to 
experience life in its fullest measure? You can if you are willing to respond to God’s 
invitation to an intimate love relationship with Him. 


A PREREQUISITE—A RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS 


In this course I assume you have already trusted Jesus Christ as your Savior and have 
submitted to Him as the Lord of your life. If you have not made this important decision, 
the rest of the course will have little meaning for you because spiritual matters can be 
understood only by those who have the Spirit of Christ dwelling in them (see 1 Cor. 2:14). 


a If you sense your need to accept Jesus as your Savior and Lord, 
now is the time to settle this matter with God. Ask God to 
speak to you as you read the following Scriptures. 
Q Romans 3:23: All have sinned. 
LJ Romans 6:23: Eternal life is a free gift of God. 
LJ Romans 5:8: Because of His love for you, Jesus paid the death 
penalty for your sins. Confess and repent of your sins against a holy God 
LJ Romans 10:9-10: Confess Jesus as Lord and believe that God 
raised Him from the dead. 
{J Romans 10:13: Ask God to save you, and He will. 


To place your faith in Jesus and receive His gift of eternal life, you must— 
e recognize you are a sinner who needs a saving relationship with Jesus Christ; 
* confess (agree with God about) your sins; 
e repent of your sins (turn from sin to God); 
e ask Jesus to save you by His grace; 
e turn over the rule of your life to Jesus, letting Him be your Lord. 


2 If you need help, call on your minister or a Christian friend to assist 
you. If you have just made this important decision, tell someone the 
good news of what God has done in your life. Then notify your church 
about your decision so they can celebrate with you and help you 
grow in your relationship with Christ. 


LOOKING FOR MORE IN YOUR 
EXPERIENCE OF GOD? 


You may have been frustrated in your Christian experience because you know God 
has a more abundant life for you than you have experienced so far. Perhaps you have 
been a believer for many years, but your Christian life has become dry and monoto- 
nous. Maybe you have heard others excitedly talking about what God is doing in their 
lives, and you long to have a dynamic walk with God too. Or you may earnestly desire 
God’s directions for your life and ministry. You may have experienced tragedy in your 
life. Standing bewildered in the middle of a broken life, you don’t know what to do. 
Whatever your present circumstances may be, my earnest prayer is that during this 
study you will be able to— 

e hear when God is speaking to you; 

e clearly identify His activity in your life; 

* believe Him to be and do in your life everything He has promised; 

e adjust your beliefs, character, and behavior to Him and His ways; 


* recognize a direction He is leading in your life and identify what He wants to do; 


e clearly know what you need to do in response to His activity in your life; 
* experience God accomplishing through you what only He can do! 


It is impossible for this course to achieve these goals in your life. These are things only 
God can do. I will serve as your guide, encourager, and catalyst (Someone who assists 
in bringing about an action or a reaction) for a deeper walk with God. I will share 
with you the biblical truths by which God guides my life and ministry. I will tell you 
about some wonderful works the Lord has done as God’s people have applied biblical 
truths to following Him. In the learning activities I will invite you to interact with 
God so He reveals to you the ways He wants you to apply these truths in your life, 
ministry, and church. 

The Holy Spirit will be your personal Teacher (see John 14:26) during this study. 
He will guide you to apply these truths according to God’s will. He will work to reveal 
God’s character, His purposes, and His ways to you. Jesus said, “If anyone wants to do 
his will, he will know whether the teaching is from God or whether I am speaking on 
my own” (John 7:17).This will be true of this course as well. The Holy Spirit working 
in you will confirm in your heart the truth of Scripture. When I present what I see as 
a biblical truth, you can depend on the Holy Spirit to confirm whether that teaching 
comes from God. Therefore, your intimate relationship with God, cultivated through 
prayer, meditation, and Bible study, will be an indispensable part of this course. 

The Bible is God’s Word to you. The Holy Spirit honors and uses God’s Word in 
speaking to you.The Scriptures are your source of authority for your faith and practice. 
You cannot depend on traditions, your experience, or others’ opinions and experi- 
ences to be accurate authorities on God’s will and ways. As you study this material, use 
the suggested Scriptures to examine your experience and tradition against God’s Word. 

Anything significant that happens in your life during this study will be the result 
of God’s activity in your life. Let the Spirit of God lead you into an intimate relation- 
ship with the Creator of the universe, “who is able to do above and beyond all that we 
ask or think according to the power that works in us” (Eph. 3:20). 

This book is different from most material you may have read. It is not designed 
for you to sit down and read from cover to cover. I want you to study, understand, and 
apply biblical truths to your life. This important exercise takes time. To get the most 


UNIT 1 


aW> 


The Holy Spirit 
will be your 
personal Teacher. 


John 14:26 


“The Counselor, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in my name, 
will teach you all things.” 


aw 


The Scriptures 
are your Source 
of Authority. 


EXPERIENCING GOD 


The goal is not to 


a> 


finish this course 


but to have a 
life-transforming 
encounter 
with God. 


from this resource, you must take your time by studying only one day’s lesson at a time. 
Do not try to study several lessons in a single day. You need time to let these truths sink 
into your understanding and practice. The goal is not to finish this course but to have a 
life-transforming encounter with God as you study these materials. You want to experi- 
ence a Person—Jesus Christ. Time, meditation, and personal application are necessary 
to allow the Holy Spirit to lead you into a deeper, more profound walk with Christ. 

Do not skip any learning activities. They are designed to help you learn and apply 
the truths to your life. They will help you establish a personal, daily walk with God. 
Many activities will lead you to interact with God through prayer, meditation, and 
Bible study. If you leave out these activities, you may miss an encounter with God that 
could radically change your life. You will learn that your relationship with God is the 
most important part of knowing and doing God’s will. Without an intimate relation- 
ship with Him, you will miss what He wants to do in and through your life. 


The learning activities are indicated by the number that appears 
beside this paragraph. Follow the instructions given. After you 
have completed the activity, continue reading. 


Normally, you will be given answers following the activity so you can check your 
work. Write your own answer before reading mine. Sometimes your response to the 
activity will be your own opinion, since there is no right or wrong answer. If you have 
difficulty with an activity or if you question the answers given, write a note in the 
margin. Discuss your concern with your leader or small group. 

Once each week you should attend a small group session designed to help you 
discuss the content you studied the previous week, share insights and testimonies, 
encourage one another, and pray together. Small groups should not have more than 10 
members for maximal effectiveness. Larger groups will experience less closeness, less 
intimate sharing, more absenteeism, and more dropouts. If more than 10 persons want 
to study the course, enlist additional leaders for each group of 6 to 10. 

If you have started studying Experiencing God but are not involved in a small group, 
enlist some friends or family to study the course with you. Other members of the body 
of Christ can help you more fully know and understand God’s will. Apart from a small 
group experience, you will miss much of the intended learning from this course. 


JESUS IS YOUR “MAP” 


For 12 years I pastored a church in a city surrounded by farming communities. One day 
a man invited me to visit him at his farm. His directions went something like this: “Go 
a quarter mile past the edge of the city, and you will see a big, red barn on your left. Go 
to the next road and turn left. Take that road for % of a mile. You’ll see a large poplar tree. 
Go right for about 4 miles, and then you will see a big rock ...” I wrote all of this down, 
and only by God’s grace did I eventually manage to find the farm! 

The next time I went to the man’s house, he was with me in the vehicle. Because 
there was more than one way to get to his house, he could have taken me any way he 
wanted to. You see, he was my map. What did I have to do? I simply had to listen to 
him and do what he said. Every time he said, ““Turn,’ I did what he said. He took me a 
way I had never been and could not have discovered on my own. I could never retrace 
that route by myself. The farmer was my map; he knew the way. 


When you come to the Lord Jesus to seek His will for your life, which 
of the following requests more closely resembles the way 
you generally ask? Check your response. 
T a. Lord, what do You want me to do? When do You want me to do it? 
How shall I do it? Where shall I do it? Whom do You want me to involve 
along the way? And please tell me what the outcome will be. 
T b. Lord, as You go with me, tell me what to do one step at a time. I will do it. 


Isn’t the first response typical? We tend to ask God for a detailed road map. We say, “Lord, 
would you just tell me where I am heading, then I will be able to set my course and go.” 
He says, “You don’t need a map. You need to follow Me one day at a time.” This 

response comes only from those who have learned to walk closely with God and to 
trust Him to care for the details of their lives. We need to come to the place where 
the second response is how we function. Who knows the way for you to go to fulfill 
God’s purpose for your life? Who knows how you can experience abundant life? God. 
Jesus said, “I am the way” (John 14:6). 

e He did not say, “I will show you the way.” 

e He did not say, “I will give you a map.” 

e He did not say, “I will tell you which direction to go.” 

e He said, “I am the way.” Jesus knows the way; He is your way. 


If you do everything Jesus tells you one day at a time, will you always 

be in the center of where God wants you to be? Check your response. 

T No, Jesus does not guide people specifically. 

T No, God gave me a brain and He expects me to use it! 

T It is much wiser to wait until God tells me all the details before I begin 
moving my life in a particular direction. 

T Yes, if I follow Jesus one day at a time, I will be in the center of God’s will 
for my life. 


When you get to the place in your life where you trust Jesus to guide you one step at 
a time, you experience tremendous freedom. If you don’t trust Him to guide you this 
way, what happens if you don’t know the way you should go with your life? You worry 
every time you make a decision. You may become immobilized by doubt. This is not 
the way God intends for you to live. 

I have found that when I release my way to God, then I immediately respond to 
everything He tells me each day. He gives me plenty to do to fill every day with mean- 
ing and purpose. If I do what He says, I am in the center of His will when He wants 
to use me for a special assignment. My primary concern should not be, What should I 
do with my life tomorrow? but, What does God want me to do today? As you follow 
Jesus one day at a time, He will keep you in the center of God’s will. 


FOLLOWING ONE DAY AT A TIME 


Abram (later God changed his name to Abraham) is a good example of this approach 
to following God. He walked by faith and not by sight. 


UNIT 1 


John 14:6 


“I am the way, the 
truth, and the life.” 


av 


As you follow 
Jesus one day at 
a time, He will 
keep you in 
the center of 
God's will. 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


Read about Abram’s call to do God’s will. Notice how much detail he 
was given before God asked him to follow Him. Underline where he 
was to go and what he was to do. 


“The LORD said to Abram: ‘Go from your land, your relatives, and your 
father’s house to the land that I will show you. 


‘I will make you into a great nation, 
I will bless you, 
I will make your name great, 
and you will be a blessing. 
I will bless those who bless you, 
I will curse anyone who treats you with contempt, 
and all the peoples on earth 
will be blessed through you.’ 


“So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. 
Abram was seventy-five years old when he left Haran. He took his wife, 
Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated, and 
the people they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of 
Canaan.” (Gen. 12:1-5) 


What did God say? How specific was He? “Go from your land.” Go where? “To the 
land that I will show you.” 


Are you ready to follow God’s will that way? Check your response. 
OI No, I don’t think God will ask me to go anywhere without showing 
me ahead of time where I am going. 
T I’m not sure. 
D Yes, I am willing to follow Him by faith and not by sight. 
T Other: 


Many times, as with Abram, God called people to simply follow Him. (Tomorrow 
you will read about several.) He is much more likely to ask you to follow Him one 
day at a time than He is to spell out all the details before you begin to obey Him. As 
we continue our study together, you will see this truth illustrated in the lives of many 
Matthew 6:33-34 people in the Bible. 


“But seek first the kingdom of 


God and his righteousness, 8) Read Matthew 6:33-34 in the margin; then pause and pray. 

and all these things will be e Agree that God is absolutely trustworthy. 

provided for you. Therefore e Agree with God that you will follow Him one day at a time. 

don’t worry about tomorrow, * Agree to follow Him even when He does not spell out all the details. 
because tomorrow will worry * Agree that you will let Him be your Way. 

about itself. Each day has 

enough trouble of its own.” If you cannot agree to these now, openly confess your struggles to 


Him. Ask Him to help you want to do His will in His way. Claim the 
promise “It is God who is working in you both to will and to work 
according to his good purpose” (Phil. 2:13). 


UNIT 1 


DAILY REVIEW 


At the end of each day’s lesson, I will ask you to review the lesson and pray. Ask God 
to identify for you one or more statements or Scriptures from the material that He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. This is a personal-application question that 
has no wrong answer. If God makes a statement or a particular Scripture meaningful 
to you, that is the correct response. I will also ask you to reword that statement or 
Scripture into a prayer of response for your life. Pray about what God wants you to 
do in response to that truth. This should become a time of prayer and meditation each 
day as you ask God what He wants you to do in light of the truths you encountered in 
the lesson. You may want to take notes in the margin each day as you study. God may 
reveal several actions He wants you to take. Don’t let those thoughts get away from 
you. Write them down so you can review them. When God speaks, it is important 
to write down what He says. You may want to keep a notebook for recording your 
spiritual journey. I will talk to you more about journaling in a later unit. 
After today’s lesson a person might have responded like this: 
e What was the most meaningful statement or Scripture you read today? 
“Jesus is my Way. I don’t need a complete road map to stay in the center 
of God’s will.” 
* Reword the statement or Scripture into a prayer of response to God. 
“Lord, I will follow You even if I don’t know where You are leading.” 
* What does God want you to do in response to today’s study? “I need to quit 
worrying about tomorrow and trust Jesus to guide me one day at a time.” 


© Each week I have given you a verse of Scripture to memorize. You 
will find memory cards for these Scriptures in the back of the book. 


Cut out the card for unit 1 (John 15:5). If you prefer, you may use a aa aes 
different translation for the memory verses in this study. The verses 

on the cards are from the Christian Standard Bible. Read through As | follow Jesus one day 
John 15:5 several times. Then begin memorizing it one phrase at a at a time, He will keep me 
time. Write your memory verse for this unit. Practice your memory in the center of God's will. 


verses daily. 2: z = 
Jesus is my Way. | don’t need 
-any other road map. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


EXPERIENCING GOD 


Jesus watched to see 
where the Father was at 
work and joined Him. 


CES EOE CE a SN 
awa 


Look to see 
what God says 
and how He 
works in the 
Scriptures. Make 
your decisions 
and evaluate 
your experiences 
based on 
biblical truths. 


Malachi 3:6 


“|, the Lor, have not 
changed.” 
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JESUS IS YOUR MODEL 


During this course and throughout your life, you will have times when you want 
to respond to situations based on your own experience or understanding. Such an 
approach will get you in trouble. This should be your guideline: always go to the Bible 
and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth of your situation. Look to see what God 
says and how He works in the Scriptures. Make your decisions and evaluate your 
experiences based on biblical truths. 

When you study the Scriptures, do not base your decision on one isolated verse 
or story. Look to see how God generally works throughout the Scriptures. When you 
learn how God has consistently related to people throughout history, you can expect 
Him to work in a similar way with you. Your experience is valid only as it is confirmed 
in the Scriptures. I never deny anyone’s personal experience. I always reserve the right, 
however, to interpret it according to what I understand from Scripture. At times indi- 
viduals get upset with me and say, “I don’t care what you say. I’ve experienced this.” 
I gently respond, “I don’t deny your experience, but I question your interpretation of 
what happened because it is contrary to what I see in God’s Word.” Our experiences 
cannot be our guide. Every event in your life must be understood and interpreted by 
the Scriptures, for the God revealed in Scripture does not change (see Mal. 3:6). 


à Mark the following statements T (true) or F (false). 
— 4a. I can trust my experiences as an effective way to know and follow God. 
— b. I should always evaluate my experiences based on the truths 
I find in God’s Word. 
— c. I may get a distorted understanding of God if I do not check 
my experiences against the truths of Scripture. 
___. d. I can trust God to work in my life similarly to ways I see Him 
working throughout the Scriptures. 


Statements b, c, and d are true. The first statement is false because your experiences 
must be interpreted in light of the Scriptures. Experience alone is not a trustworthy 
guide. You must be cautious about isolating a single event from the context of Scrip- 
ture. Instead, observe the way God works throughout the Bible. You will never go 
wrong if, under the Holy Spirit’s instruction, you let the Bible be your guide. 


THE BIBLE IS YOUR GUIDE 


Christians are becoming increasingly unfamiliar with the Bible as a guide for their 
daily living. Consequently, they turn to worldly solutions, programs, and methods that 
appear to provide answers to spiritual problems. I use God’s Word as a guide to what 
I should do. Some people say, “Henry, that is not practical.” They want me to disregard 
the Bible and to rely on the world’s ways or on personal experience. But as a Christian 
disciple, I cannot abandon the guidance I find in the Bible. The Bible is my guide for 
how to relate to God and how to live my life. 


UNIT 1 


How do you let God’s Word become your guide? When I seek God's direction, 
I insist on following the directives I see in His Word. Yesterday’s lesson is an example. 
Does God call people to follow Him without giving them all the details in advance? We 
know He called Abram to follow that way. Is that pattern consistent in the Scriptures? 


(2) Read the following Scriptures about Jesus’ call for people to follow 
Him. Write what Jesus told these people to do. 
Matthew 4:18-20: 
Matthew 4:21-22: 
Matthew 9:9: 
Acts 9:1-20: 


In some cases God gave more details than in others. We will look at Moses’ call and 
discover God gave him a bigger picture of the assignment than He usually revealed. In 
every case, however, the individual had to stay close to God for His daily guidance. For 
Moses and the children of Israel, God led through a cloud by day and fire by night. For 
Peter, Andrew, James, John, Matthew, and Saul, God disclosed little detail about their 
assignments. He basically said, “Follow Me, and I will show you.” 


WHAT IS GOD'S WILL? 


When people seek to know and do God’s will, many ask the question, What is God’s 
will for my life? One of my seminary professors, Gaines S. Dobbins, used to say, “Ifyou 
ask the wrong question, you will get the wrong answer.” Sometimes we assume every 
question is legitimate. However, when we ask the wrong question, we may find an 


answer but remain disoriented to God and His activity. Always check to see whether av 
you have asked the correct question before you pursue the answer. 
What is God’s will for my life? is not the right question. I think the proper question The proper 
is, What is God’s will? Once I know God’s will, then I can adjust my life to Him. In other questi on j S 
words, what is it God is purposing to accomplish where I am? Once I know what God id. 
is doing, then I know what I need to do. The focus needs to be on God, not on my life! What IS 
When I want to learn how to know and do God’s will, I can find no better model God's will? 


than Jesus’ life. During His approximately 33 years on earth, He perfectly completed 
every assignment the Father gave Him. He never failed to do the will of the Father. 
He never sinned. Would you like to understand how Jesus came to know and do His 


Father’s will? John 5:17,19-20 
17“My Father is still work- 
Read John 5:17,19-20 in the margin and answer the questions. ing, and | am working also.” 
a. Who is always at work? 19"Truly | tell you, the Son is 
b. How much can the Son do by Himself? not able to do anything on his 
c. What does the Son do? own, but only what he sees 
d. Why does the Father show the Son what He is doing? the Father doing. For what- 
ever the Father does, the Son 
Some people read these verses and have difficulty understanding that Jesus Christ was likewise does these things. 


fully God and fully human. Our minds can’t comprehend the truth that Jesus and the 20For the Father loves the Son 
Father are one (John 10:30). We will examine their oneness later. But make no mistake. and shows him everything 
Jesus is God and He lived on earth in human flesh. In these verses Jesus clearly states he is doing, and he will show 
how He knew what to do. Jesus watched to see where His Father was at work and him greater works than these 
joined Him. Jesus’ approach to knowing and doing His Father’s will can be outlined so that you will be amazed.” 
like this: 


EXPERIENCING GOD 


a> 


Watch to see 

where God is 

working and 
join Him! 


REALITY 1 


Ax 
\ 
A 


GOD’S WORK 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


The Bible is my guide 
for faith and practice. 


Watch to see where God 
is working and join Him. 


This model applies to your life personally and also to your church. It is not a step- 
by-step approach for knowing and doing God’s will. It describes a love relationship 
through which God accomplishes His purposes. I sum it up this way: watch to see where 
God is working and join Him! 


GOD IS ALWAYS AT WORK AROUND YOU 


At this very moment, God is working all around you, as well as in your life. One of the 
greatest tragedies among God’s people is that, although they deeply long to experi- 
ence God, He is at work all around them day after day but they do not recognize Him. 
By the end of this course, you will have learned many ways to clearly identify God’s 
activity in and around your life. The Holy Spirit and God’s Word will instruct you and 
will help you know when and where God is working. Once you know where He is 
active, you will adjust your life to join Him in His activity. 

You will experience God accomplishing His purposes through your life. When 
you enter this kind of intimate love relationship with God, you will know and do His 
will and experience Him in ways you have never known before. You cannot achieve this 
by following a spiritual formula. Only God can bring you into this kind of relationship. 


Turn to the diagram inside the back cover of this book. Read 
all seven of the realities of experiencing God. Personalize the 
first statement and write it below, using me instead of you. 


Later this week we will take a closer look at these seven truths. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


— 


LEARNING TO BE 
A SERVANT OF GOD 


Many Scripture passages describe Jesus as God’s servant. He came as a Servant to 
accomplish God’s will to redeem humanity. Here is what Paul said about Jesus: “Your 
attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did 
not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, 
taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in 
appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death 
on a cross!” (Phil. 2:5-8, emphasis added). 

In His instructions to His disciples, Jesus (the Son of man) described His own 
role of servanthood this way: “Whoever wants to become great among you must be 
your servant, and whoever wants to be first among you must be your slave; just as the 
Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 
for many” (Matt. 20:26-28). Jesus also identified what our relationship with Him 
should be like:“‘As the Father has sent me, I also send you” (John 20:21). 


Based on these Scriptures and others are you comfortable with 
having the identity of being a servant of God? “Yes OU No 


Briefly describe a time when you gave your best effort for God but 
felt frustrated that little or no lasting fruit resulted. 


© what is a servant? Define servant in your own words. 


Was your definition similar to: “A servant finds out what his master wants him to do 
and does it”? The world’s concept of a servant is that a servant goes to the master and 
says, “Master, what do you want me to do?” The master tells him, and the servant goes 
off by himself and does it. That is not the biblical concept of being a servant of God. 
Being a servant of God is different from being a servant of a human master. A servant 
of a human master works for his master. God, however, works through His servants. 


POTTER AND CLAY 


My understanding of a servant is depicted by the potter and the clay (see Jer. 18:1-6). 

The clay must do two things: 

1.The clay has to be molded. It has to be responsive to the potter so he can make it 
into an instrument of his choosing. 

2.The clay has to remain in the potter’s hand.When the potter has finished making the 
instrument, it has no ability to do what it wants. It must remain in the potter’s hand 
to be effective. Suppose the potter molds the clay into a cup. The cup has to remain 
in the potter’s hands so he can use that cup to fulfill its purpose. 


UNIT 1 


To be a servant of God, 
you must be moldable 
and remain in the 
hand of the Master. 


Jeremiah 18:1-6 


“This is the word that came 


to Jeremiah from the LORD: 
‘Go down at once to the 
potter's house, there | will 
reveal my words to you.’ So 

| went down to the potter's 
house, and there he was, 
working away at the wheel. 
But the jar he was making 
from the clay became flawed 
in the potter’s hand, so 

he made it into another 

jar, as it seemed right for 
him to do. The word of the 
LORD came to me: ‘House of 
Israel, can | not treat you 

as this potter treats his 
clay?’— this is the LoRD’s 
declaration. ‘Just like clay in 
the potter's hand, so are you 
in my hand, house of Israel.” 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


A> 


To be God's 
servant, you 
must be 
moldable and 
remain in the 
hand of the 
Master. 


These characteristics are quite different from the world’s view of a servant. When you 
come to God as His servant, He first wants you to allow Him to mold and shape you 
into the instrument of His choosing. Then He takes your life where He wills and 
works through it to accomplish His purposes. Just as a cup cannot do anything on its 
own, you do not have the ability to carry out God’s will except to be where He wants 
you to be. 


Answer the following questions about being a servant of God. 
a. How much can a servant do by himself or herself? 


b. When God works through a servant, how much can that servant do? 


c. What are two things a servant must do to be used by God? 


To be God’s servant, you must be moldable and remain in the hand of the Master. 
Then the Master will use you, the instrument, as He chooses. The servant can do noth- 
ing of Kingdom value alone, just as Jesus said, “The Son is not able to do anything on 
his own” (John 5:19) and “you can do nothing without me” (John 15:5). With God 
working through a servant, however, he or she can do anything God can do. Wow! 
Unlimited potential! Servanthood requires obedience. Servants must do what they are 
instructed but must remember it’s God who is accomplishing the work. 

If you have been working from the human approach to being a servant, this concept 
should change your approach to serving God. You do not get your orders and then go out 
to accomplish them on your own. You relate to God, respond to Him, and adjust your life 
to Him so that out of your relationship with Him, He does what He wants to do through 
your life. Let’s look at how God worked through His servant Elijah. 

When Elijah challenged the prophets of Baal (a Canaanite fertility idol) to prove 
once and for all whose God was the true God, he took a big risk as God’s servant. 


Read 1 Kings 18:1-2,15-39 and answer the following questions. 
a. Elijah was God’s servant. How many false prophets did he face at Mount 


Carmel? 


b. What test did Elijah propose to prove whose God was the true God? 


c. What did Elijah do to the altar of the Lord? 

d. What did he intend to prove through this experience? 
e. How did the people respond? 

f. What did God’s work do? 


g. What did Elijah’s work do? 


Elijah was outnumbered 850 to 1. If God had not displayed His power by coming in fire 
and consuming the sacrifice (and altar) as Elijah had proposed, Elijah would have utterly 
failed. That would have cost him his life. Elijah repaired the altar of the Lord. He had 
to remain where God assigned him and do everything God commanded him. This was 
God’s plan; not his. He went where God guided him when God told him and did what 
God instructed him. Then God accomplished His purposes through him. God wanted 
the people to recognize the Lord as the true God. As God worked through His prophet 
Elijah, that is exactly what happened. 

Did Elijah or God bring down the fire from heaven? God did. What was Elijah 
doing? Being obedient. Elijah had no ability to perform the miraculous. When God 
did something only He could do, all the people knew He was the true God. God 
convinced people of His powerful presence through His obedient servant. 


As your study time permits, read the following questions. Try to 

answer each one before moving to the next one. You may want 

to jot down some notes on the response lines. 

a. What will be the difference between the quality of service and the quantity 
of lasting results when God is working and when you are working? 


b. What are you doing in your life personally and in your church 
that you know cannot be accomplished unless God does it? 


c. What are you doing in your life and church that can be done without God’s 
involvement? 


d. Why do you think you experience meager fruit that doesn’t last? 


DON'T JUST DO SOMETHING 


We are a doing people. We always want to be doing something. Every now and then 
someone will exclaim, “Don’t just stand there; do something!” 

In contrast, I think God is crying out to us, “Don’t just do something. Stand 
there! Enter a love relationship with Me. Get to know Me. Adjust your life to Me. Let 
Me love you and reveal Myself through you to a watching world.” A time will come 
when doing will be called for, but we can’t skip the relationship. The relationship with 
God must come first. 

Jesus said, “I am the vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in me and 
I in him produces much fruit, because you can do nothing without me” (John 15:5). 
Do you believe Him? Without Him you can do nothing. He means that. 


Turn to the diagram inside the back cover. Read again all seven 
realities listed there. Personalize the last (seventh) reality and write 
it below, using I and me instead of you. 


UNIT 


a> 


Don't just 
do something. 
Stand there! 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


To be a servant of God, 
| must be moldable and 
remain in the Master's hand. 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


God can do anything 
through me. 


When | find out where 
the Master is working, - 
then | know that is where 
| need to be. 


| come to know God by 
experience as | obey Him, 
and He accomplishes His 
work through me. 


God wants you to come to a greater knowledge of Him by experience. He wants 
to develop a growing, deepening love relationship with you. He wants to involve you 
in His Kingdom purposes. He wants to accomplish His purposes through you. 

Do you want to be a servant of God? Find out what is on the Master’s heart. 
Discover where the Master is working. That is where you need to be. Find out what 
the Master is doing. That is what you need to do. Jesus said, “If anyone serves me, he 
must follow me. Where I am, there my servant also will be. If anyone serves me, the 
Father will honor him” (John 12:26). 


Practice quoting your Scripture memory verse aloud and/or write 
it on a separate sheet of paper. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- 
ment or Scripture you read today? 
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Reword the statement or Scripture 
into a prayer of response to God. 


What does God want you to do 
in response to today’s study? 


Disbanding Church Revitalized 


A church in an inner city had suffered years of decline as its neighborhood transitioned and 
church members moved to the suburbs. When only a remnant was left, they concluded they 
should disband their church. As a final activity the members decided to study Experiencing God. 
At the conclusion of the study, they would close the church doors for the last time. At the begin- 
ning of the course, the people learned that God is always at work around them. They chuckled at 
the thought, since nothing unusual had happened in their church for years. Nevertheless, they 
decided to watch during the week to see where God might be working. 

That week an apartment manager approached a church member and asked if her church 
could do anything about all the kids in the apartment block with nothing to do. He offered the free 
use of the apartment’s common room if the church would provide activities. The church decided to 
offer a children’s program during the final few months of its existence. This soon brought several 
unwed mothers to their attention. Then some drug addicts were attracted to the church, as well 
as some gang members. Before this little group of people realized what was happening, they had 
launched several new ministries and were seeing people come to faith in Christ almost every week. 
At the close of the 13-week study, instead of disbanding, the church, now revitalized, began to 
minister powerfully to its community. Rather than remaining discouraged, the people realized they 
were in the center of God’s activity. He had been working in their community all along. 


UNIT 1 


GOD WORKS THROUGH [WN 


HIS SERVANTS, PART 1 


4 


We often act as though God tells us what He wants us to do and then sends us off 


by ourselves to try and accomplish it to the best of our ability. Then anytime we You cannot stay the way 
need Him, we call on Him, and He comes to help us. That is not the biblical picture. you are and go with God. 
When God is about to do something, He reveals it to His people. He wants to 

fps ener oh ie pe a Se A 


accomplish His work through His people. 

When God is about to do something through you, He has to get you from 
where you are to where He is, so He tells you what He is doing. (Later, I will help 
you understand how you can clearly know when God is speaking to you.) When you 
know what God is doing, then you know what you need to do: you need to join 
Him.The moment you know God is at work where you are, your life and its activity 
will be thrown into contrast with God and His activity. You cannot stay where you 
are and go with God. 


SEVEN REALITIES OF EXPERIENCING GOD 


The illustration below (and inside the back cover) summarizes the way you should 
respond to God’s initiative in your life. The text of the realities is in the margin. 


oN 
(2) Invitation 


(4) God Speaks 


God's Obey 
d 
Work Experience 


Win 
(5) Crisis of 


Belief 
d 


1. God is always at 
work around you. 

2. God pursues a 
continuing love 
relationship with 
you that is real 
and personal. 

3. God invites you 
to become involved 
with Him in 
His work. 

4. God speaks by 
the Holy Spirit 
through the Bible, 
prayer, circum- 
stances, and the 
church to reveal 
Himself, His 
purposes, and 
His ways. 

5. God’s invitation for 
you to work with 
Him always leads 
you to a crisis of 
belief that requires 
faith and action. 

6. You must make 
major adjustments 
in your life to join 
God in what He 
is doing. 

7 You come to know 
God by experience 
as you obey Him, 
and He accom- 
plishes His work 
through you. 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


Complete the following to begin learning the seven realities. 
Use the text of the realities in the margin on page 21. 
a. Underline key words or phrases that help you recall the seven realities. 


1 


b. Write the key words or phrases on the following lines. 


c. Slowly read each reality. Write in the margin questions about any of the 
realities you do not fully understand. 


d. Using only the words or phrases you recorded, see if you can mentally 
summarize all seven realities. Review before moving to the next question. 


e. On a separate sheet of paper, try writing each of the seven realities from 
memory. They do not have to be word for word, but they should cover the 
key points. Start with your key words or phrases if that helps. 


Throughout this course we will focus on one or more of these realities as we unpack 
their implications for your life and your church. You may notice that I frequently 
repeat different aspects of this cycle. I use the repetition in different situations to help 
you learn how you can respond to God’s activity in your life. 

In the assignment above, you could have selected various words or phrases. Yours 
may be different, but I chose God/work, love relationship, involved with Him, God speaks, 
crisis of belief, adjustments, obey. You may have asked questions like these: 

e What is involved in a love relationship with God? 

e How can I know when God is speaking? 

e How do I know where God is at work? 
e What kinds of adjustments does God require me to make? 
e What is the difference between adjustment and obedience? 


As I’ve worked with people in many settings, I’ve been asked questions like these. I 
will answer as many questions as possible during the remaining units of this course. We 
will address other issues in the video teaching that accompany this course. 

We can identify three similarities in the lives of Bible characters through whom 
God worked: 
1. When God spoke, they knew it was God. 
2. They knew what God was saying. 
3. They knew what they were to do in response. 


Wouldn’t you like for your walk with God to be such that He worked through you 
that way? He wants to move you into that kind of relationship. I trust this course will 
help you grow in your understanding of God. 

Moses’ call and ministry are good examples of the way God worked with people 
in the Bible. Exodus 2—4 describes his early life and God’s invitation to join His activity. 
Other passages of Scripture also help us see how Moses came to know and follow God's 
will. Using the seven realities, let’s look at Moses’ call and response. (You may want to 
read Ex. 2—4 first.) 


Reality 1. God was already at work around Moses. 


“The Israelites groaned because of their difficult labor, they cried out, and 
their cry for help because of the difficult labor ascended to God. God heard 
their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with 
Isaac, and with Jacob. God saw the Israelites, and God knew.’ (Ex. 2:23-25). 


Reality 2. God pursued a continuing love relationship with Moses that was real and 
personal. Moses was a murderer, yet God took the initiative to come to Moses 
and initiate a love relationship with him. God told Moses He would go with him 
into Egypt. Many texts throughout Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy 
illustrate the way God pursued a love relationship with Moses. Here is one example: 


“The LORD said to Moses, ‘Come up to me on the mountain and stay 
there so that I may give you the stone tablets with the law and command- 
ments I have written for their instruction’? When Moses went up the 
mountain, the cloud covered it. The glory of the LORD settled on Mount 
Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days. On the seventh day he called 
to Moses from the cloud. Moses entered the cloud as he went up the 
mountain, and he remained on the mountain forty days and forty nights” 
(Ex. 24:12,15-16,18). 


Reality 3. God invited Moses to become involved with Him in His work. 


“I have come down to rescue them [the Israelites] from the power of the 
Egyptians and to bring them from that land to a good and spacious land. 
Therefore, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh so that you may lead my 
people, the Israelites, out of Egypt” (Ex. 3:8,10). 


Answer the following questions about the three preceding statements. 
a. Reality 1: What was God already doing for Israel? 


b. Reality 2: What evidence demonstrates God wanted a real and personal 
relationship with Moses? 


c. Reality 3: How did God involve Moses in the work He was already doing? 


(1) God was accomplishing His purpose in the world. Even though Moses was an 
exile in the desert, he was on God’s schedule, in the fullness of God’s timing, in the 
middle of God’s will. When God was about to deliver the children of Israel, the impor- 
tant factor was not God’s will for Moses but rather His will for Israel. (2) Time and 
again God invited Moses to talk with Him and to be with Him. God initiated and 
maintained a growing relationship with Moses. This relationship was based on love, 
and God daily fulfilled His purposes through Moses. (For other examples of the love 
relationship, see Ex. 33:7—34:10; Num. 12:6-8.) (3) God’s purpose was to deliver the 
Israelites. God worked through Moses to accomplish His purposes. 

Whenever God prepares to do something, He reveals to a person or His people 
what He is going to do (see Amos 3:7). God accomplishes His work through His 


UNIT 1 


Amos 3:7 


“Indeed, the Lord Gop 
does nothing 
without revealing his 
counsel to his servants 
the prophets.” 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


people. This is the way God will work with you. The Bible is designed to help you 
understand God’s ways. Then when God starts to act the same way in your life, 
you will recognize that it is He who is working. 

This is a two-part lesson, so we will continue with reality 4 tomorrow. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


GOD WORKS THROUGH 
HIS SERVANTS, PART 2 


Yesterday you studied the first three realities of God’s working with Moses. Now look 


God reveals what He at the last four. 
is about to do. That 
revelation becomes an Reality 4. God spoke to reveal Himself, His purposes, and His ways. 


invitation to join Him. 

“Then the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire from 
within a bush. ... God called out to him from the bush, ‘Moses! Moses!’ 
‘Here I am; he answered. 

‘Do not come any closer; he said.‘Remove the sandals from your feet, 
for the place where you are standing is holy ground’ Then he continued, 
‘I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob’ 

“Then the LORD said, ‘I have observed the misery of my people in 
Egypt, and have heard them crying out because of their oppressors. 
I know about their sufferings, and I have come down to rescue them 
from the power of the Egyptians and to bring them from that land to a 
good and spacious land .. ? ” (Ex. 3:2-8). 

“If there is a prophet among you from the LORD, 
I make myself known to him in a vision, 
I speak with him in a dream. 

Not so with my servant Moses; 
he is faithful in all my household. 

I speak with him directly .. 2” (Num. 12:6-8). 
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Reality 5. God’s invitation for Moses to work with Him led to a crisis of belief that 
required faith and action. Moses expressed a crisis of belief when he made the following 


statements to God. 


“Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and that I should bring the Isra- 
elites out of Egypt?” 

“If I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors 
has sent me to you, and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I tell 
them?” 

“What if they won't believe me and will not obey me but say, ‘The 
LORD did not appear to you’ ”? 

“Please, Lord, I have never been eloquent—either in the past or recently 
or since you have been speaking to your servant—because my mouth and 
my tongue are sluggish.” 

“Please, Lord, send someone else” (Ex. 3:11,13; 4:1,10,13). 


Reality 6. Moses had to make major adjustments in his life to join God in what He was 
doing. Moses’ crisis of belief called for faith and action. 


“By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh’s daughter and chose to suffer with the people of God rather than 
to enjoy the fleeting pleasure of sin. ... By faith he left Egypt behind, not 
being afraid of the king’s anger, for Moses persevered as one who sees him 
who is invisible. By faith he instituted the Passover and the sprinkling of 
blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn might not touch the Israelites. 
By faith they crossed the Red Sea as though they were on dry land. When 
the Egyptians attempted to do this, they were drowned” (Heb. 11:24-29). 


“Now in Midian the LORD told Moses, ‘Return to Egypt, for all the 
men who wanted to kill you are dead.’ So Moses took his wife and sons, 
put them on a donkey, and returned to the land of Egypt” (Ex. 4:19-20). 


Reality 7. Moses came to know God by experience as he obeyed God, and God accom- 
plished His work through Moses. Many texts throughout Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
and Deuteronomy illustrate how God revealed His nature and His purposes to Moses. 
As Moses obeyed God, God accomplished through Moses what Moses could not do 
in his own strength. Here is one example in which Moses and the people came to 
know God as their Deliverer. 


“The LORD said to Moses,*Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israel- 
ites to break camp.As for you, lift up your staff, stretch out your hand over 
the sea, and divide it so that the Israelites can go through the sea on dry 
ground. As for me, I am going to harden the hearts of the Egyptians so 
that they will go in after them, and I receive glory by means of Pharaoh, 
all his army, and his chariots and horsemen. ...’ 

“Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove 
the sea back with a powerful east wind all that night and turned the 
sea into dry land. So the waters were divided, and the Israelites went 
through the sea on dry ground, with the waters like a wall to them on 
their right and their left. The Egyptians set out in pursuit.” 
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“Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over 
the sea so that the water may come back on the Egyptians, on their 
chariots and horsemen, So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, 
and at daybreak the sea returned to its normal depth.” 

“But the Israelites had walked through the sea on dry ground, with the 
waters like a wall to them on their right and their left. That day the LORD 
saved Israel from the power of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians 
dead on the seashore. When Israel saw the great power that the LORD 
used against the Egyptians, the people feared the LORD and believed in 
him and in his servant Moses” (Ex. 14:15-17,21-23,26-27,29-31). 


answer the following questions about the last four realities. 
a. Reality 4:What did God reveal about Himself, His purposes, and His ways? 


b. Reality 5:What did Moses have trouble believing about God? 


c. Reality 5: How would you summarize Moses’ faith as it is described 
in Hebrews 11? 


d. Reality 6:What adjustments did Moses have to make? 
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. Reality 7: How do you think Moses felt when God delivered the Israelites 
through him? 


God reveals what He is about to do. That revelation becomes an invitation to join 
Him. (4) God talked to Moses about His will. God wanted Moses to go to Egypt to 
be His instrument to deliver the Israelites from their bondage. God revealed to Moses 
His holiness, His mercy, His power, His name, and His purpose to keep His promise to 
Abraham and to give Israel the promised land. (5) Moses offered many objections. He 
questioned whether God could do such a great work through someone like him (see 
Ex. 3:11), whether the Israelites would believe God had appeared to him (see Ex. 4:1), 
and whether he was capable of speaking eloquently enough to accomplish the task 
(see Ex. 4:10). In each case, Moses was doubting God more than himself. Moses faced 
a crisis of belief is God really able to do what He says? (5) Moses’ faith is described in 
Hebrews, however, as a model of self-sacrifice and trust in almighty God. Once God 
let Moses know what He was about to do, that revelation became Moses’ invitation to 
join Him. (6) Moses made the necessary adjustments to orient his life to God. Moses 
had to come to the place where he believed God could do everything He said He 
would do. Then he had to leave his job and in-laws and move to Egypt. After making 
these adjustments, he was in a position to obey God. That did not mean he was going 
to do something all by himself for God. It meant he was going to be where God was 
working so God would do what He had purposed to do in the first place. Moses was 
a servant who was moldable, and he remained at God’s disposal to be used as God chose. 
God accomplished His purposes through him. When God does a God-sized work 
through your life, you will be humbled before Him. (7) Moses must have felt unworthy 
to be used in such a significant way. Moses obeyed and did everything God told him. 


Then God accomplished through Moses all He intended. Every step of obedience 
brought Moses (and Israel) to a greater knowledge of God (see Ex. 6:1-8). 


WHAT CAN ONE ORDINARY PERSON DO? 


A wonderful Scripture that has helped me at this point is “Elijah was a human being 
as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and for three years and six 
months it did not rain on the land. Then he prayed again, and the sky gave rain and 
the land produced its fruit” (Jas. 5:17-18). Elijah was an ordinary person just like us. 
He prayed, and God responded powerfully. 

When God healed the crippled beggar through Peter, Peter and John were called 
before the Sanhedrin (the highest Jewish court in the land) to give an account of their 
actions. Filled with the Holy Spirit, Peter boldly spoke to the religious leaders. Notice 
the leaders’ response: “When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that 
they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that 
these men had been with Jesus” (Acts 4:13, NIV, emphasis added). 

The people you generally see in the Scriptures were ordinary. Their relationships 
with God and the activity of God made them extraordinary. Did you notice this state- 
ment: the leaders recognized Peter and John “had been with Jesus”? Anyone who takes 
the time to enter an intimate relationship with God can see Him do extraordinary 
things through his or her life. 

Dwight L. Moody was a poorly educated, unordained shoe salesman who felt God’s 
call to preach the gospel. Early one morning he and some friends gathered for prayer, 
confession, and consecration. They heard Henry Varley say, “The world has yet to see 
what God will do with a man fully consecrated to Him.” 

Moody was deeply moved by those words. Later he listened to the great preacher 
Charles H. Spurgeon. Moody thought: 


“The world had yet to see! ... with and for and through and in! ... a man!” 
Varley meant any man! Varley didn’t say he had to be educated, or brilliant, 
or anything else! Just a man! Well, by the Holy Spirit in him, he’d [Moody] 
be one of those men. And then suddenly, in that high gallery, he saw some- 
thing he’d never realized before,—it was not Mr. Spurgeon, after all, who 
was doing that work: it was God. And if God could use Mr. Spurgeon, 
why should He not use the rest of us, and why should we not all just lay 
ourselves at the Master’s feet, and say to Him, “Send me! Use me!” 


Dwight L. Moody was an ordinary person who sought to be fully and wholly conse- 
crated to Christ. One ordinary Christian in the hand of almighty God can do anything 
God commands. Through this one common life God began to do the extraordinary. 
Moody became one of the greatest evangelists of modern times. He preached in revival 
services across Britain and America, where hundreds of thousands came to Christ. 


Do you believe God could work in extraordinary ways through your 
life to accomplish significant things for His kingdom? QYes Q No 


You might say, “I’m not a D. L. Moody.’You don’t have to be. God doesn’t want you to 
be a D. L. Moody. He wants you to be you and to let Him do through you whatever 
He chooses. When you believe nothing significant can happen through you, you have 
said more about your belief in God than you have declared about yourself. You have 
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a> 


“The world has 
yet to see what 
God will do 
with a man fully 
consecrated 
to Him.” 


a> 


When you 
believe nothing 
significant can 
happen through 
you, you have 

said more about 
your belief in 
God than you 
have declared 
about yourself. 


EXPERIENCING GOD 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


God reveals what He 
is about to do. 


| can’t stay where | am 
and go with God. 


God’s standards of excellence 
are different from ours. 


said that God is incapable of doing anything significant through someone like you. 
The truth is, He is able to do anything He pleases with one ordinary person who is fully 
consecrated to Him. Would you be willing to make yourself wholly available to Him? 


GOD'S STANDARDS ARE DIFFERENT FROM OURS 


Don’t be surprised that God’s standards of excellence are different than the world’s. 
How long was the public ministry of John the Baptist? Perhaps six months. What was 
Jesus’ estimate of John’s life? Jesus said, “I tell you, among those born of women no 
one greater than John” (Luke 7:28). None greater! John had six months completely 
yielded to God, and the Son of God declared that his contribution to the kingdom of 
God was unsurpassed. 

Don’t measure your life by the world’s standards. Many denominations are doing 
that. Numerous pastors and churches are doing that. Think about it. By the world’s 
standards, a person or a church may look impressive, yet in God’s sight, be utterly 
detestable. Similarly, a person or a church may be completely yielded to God and 
pleasing to Him yet appear insignificant in the world’s eyes. Could a pastor who 
faithfully serves where God placed him in a small, rural community be pleasing to 
the Lord? Certainly, if that is where God assigned him. God will look for and reward 
faithfulness, whether the person has been given great responsibility or little. 

God delights in using ordinary people to accomplish His eternal purposes. Paul 
said God deliberately seeks to use weak and despised things because from them He 
receives the greatest glory (see 1 Cor. 1:26-31).Then everyone knows only God could 
have done something through them. If you feel weak, limited, or ordinary, you are the 
exact type of person through whom God delight to work. 


Review your Scripture memory verse and be prepared to recite 
it to a partner in your small group session this week. 


Spend a few minutes in prayer for your small group. Pray that the 
Lord will have complete freedom to mold, shape, and guide each one 
to be perfectly in the middle of His will. 


This is the end of this unit’s lessons. The following page will be used in your small 
group session this week. It includes notes from the video teaching and a review of the 
content you have studied this week. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 
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VIDEO TEACHING NOTES 


1 


Aw 


UNIT 1 


GOD'S WILL AND YOUR LIFE 


. The Bible is God-centered. 
2. Throughout the Bible, God is speaking to people, but it’s always for His 


S-ESS3S:-O°N 14 


purposes—to invite people into His work. 


. God doesn’t necessarily speak in every moment, but we should be in such 


a relationship with God that when He does speak we are able to receive it. 


abundant life. 


YOUR NOTES 


. It would be crazy to stay after God has said to go. 
. When we take our eyes off of ourselves and put them on God, we experience 


. One person turning their eyes toward God and asking what He is doing around 
them can have enormous implications. 


UNIT REVIEW 


Write a key word or words for each of the seven realities of experiencing 
God. If you need help, you may review the inside back cover. 


SIGS Ot ee SS m 


Check your answers, using the inside back cover of your book. 


Scriptures 
Referenced 


John 10:27 
John 5:1-19 
Ephesians 3:20 


Get Acquainted 


1. My name is ... 

2. My immediate 
family includes ... 

3.The thing I liked 
best about my home- 
town was ... 

4. Something interesting 
you might not know 
about me is ... 

5. I chose to study this 
course on knowing 
and doing the will 
of God because ... 


Streamable session 
videos are included 
with the purchase price 
of this book. Look for 
your access code on the 
insert attached in the 
back of this book. 
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VERSE TO MEMORIZE 


LOOKING TO GOD 


College Campus Bible Studies 


A church I pastored began to sense God leading it to launch an outreach ministry to 
the university campus. Neither I nor our church had done student work before. Our 
denominational student-ministries department recommended we begin with a Bible 
study in the dormitories. For over a year we tried to start one, but it did not work. 

One Sunday I pulled our students together and said, “This week I want you to 
go to the campus, watch to see where God is working, and join Him.” They asked me 
to explain. God had impressed on my heart these two Scriptures: 

e “There is no one righteous, not even one. There is no one who understands; 

there is no one who seeks God” (Rom. 3:10-11). 
“No one can come to me [Jesus] unless the Father who sent me draws him” 


(John 6:44). 


I explained, “According to these passages, people don’t seek God on their own initia- 
tive. They won't ask about spiritual matters unless God is working in their lives. When 
you encounter someone who is seeking God or asking about spiritual issues, you are 
seeing God at work.” 

I also told the students, “If someone asks you spiritual questions, whatever else 
you have scheduled, cancel your plans. Go with that individual and look to see what 
God is doing in that person’s life.” That week our students went out to see where God 
was at work on their campus so they could join Him. 

On Wednesday one of the young women reported, “Pastor, a girl who has been 
in classes with me for almost two years approached me after class today. She said, 
‘I think you might be a Christian. I need to talk to you’ I remembered what you said. 
I had a class at that time, but I skipped it. We went to the cafeteria to talk. She said, 
‘Eleven of us girls have been studying the Bible, and none of us are Christians. Do you 
know someone who could lead us in a Bible study?’ ” 

As a result of that contact, we started three Bible-study groups in the women’s 
dorms and two in the men’s dorm. For two years we had tried to do something for 
God and failed. For three days we looked to see where God was working and joined 
Him. What a difference that made! 
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To know and do God's 
will, you must deny 
self and return to a 

God-centered life. 
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GOD-CENTERED LIVING 


Part of the Book of Genesis is the record of God accomplishing His purposes through 
Abraham. It is not the record of Abraham’s walk with God. Can you see the difference in 
focus? The focus of the Bible is God. The essence of sin is a shift from God-centeredness 
to self-centeredness. The essence of salvation is denying self instead of affirming self. 
We must deny ourselves and return to God-centeredness in our lives. Then God has us 
in a place where He will accomplish His eternal purposes through us. 


A God-Centered Life 


e Places confidence in God 

* Depends on God and His ability 
and provision 

* Focuses on God and His activity 

e Is humble before God 

e Denies self 

* Seeks first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness 

* Seeks God’s perspective in every 
circumstance 


e Chooses holy and godly living 


In your own words, write definitions of the following terms. 
Self-centered: 


God-centered: 


In each pair of biblical examples, write G before the one that illus- 
trates God-centeredness. Write S before the one that illustrates 
self-centeredness. 

____ 1a. God placed Adam and Eve in a beautiful, bountiful garden. He told 
them not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Eve 
saw that the fruit was pleasing to the eye and desirable for gaining wis- 
dom, so she ate it (see Gen. 2:16-17; 3:1-7). 

____ 1b. Potiphar’s wife daily begged Joseph to go to bed with her. He told her 
he could not do such a wicked thing and sin against God. When she 
tried to force him, he fled the room and went to prison rather than 
yield to temptation (see Gen. 39). 


God promised to give the land of Canaan to Israel. Moses sent 12 men into 

the promised land to explore it and to bring back a report. The land was 

bountiful, but the people living there appeared to be giants (see Num. 13-14). 

— 2a.Ten of the spies said, “We can’t attack the people because they are 
stronger than we are!” (13:31). 

— 2b. Joshua and Caleb said, “If the Lord is pleased with us, he will bring us 
into this land. ... Don’t be afraid of the people of the land” (14:8-9). 


— 3a. King Asa was facing Zerah the Cushite’s army in battle. He prayed, 
“LORD, there is no besides you to help the mighty and those without 
strength. Help us, LORD our God, for we depend on you, and in your 
name we have come against this large army. LORD, you are our God. 
Do not let a mere mortal hinder you” (2 Chron. 14:11). 
— 3b. King Asa and Judah were being threatened by Baasha, the king of 
Israel. Asa sent gold and silver from the temple and his own palace 
to Ben-Hadad, the king of Aram, asking for his help in this conflict 
(see 2 Chron. 16:1-3). 


Self-centeredness is a subtle trap because it makes sense from a human perspective. Like 
King Asa, you can avoid it at one time and fall into its trap at another. God-centeredness 


requires the daily death of self and submission to God (see John 12:23-25). Illustra- 


tions of God-centeredness are 1b, 2b, and 3a.The others illustrate self-centeredness. 


GOD'S PURPOSES, NOT OUR PLANS 


To live a God-centered life, you must focus on God’s purposes, not your own plans. 


You must seek to view situations from God’s perspective rather than from your own 
human outlook. When God starts to do something in the world, He takes the initiative 
to reveal His will to people. Throughout history, God, in His wisdom, has chosen to 
involve His people in accomplishing His purposes. 


Answer the following questions. Find and read the Scriptures listed 
if you do not already know the answers. 
a. What was God about to do when He asked Noah to build an ark 

(see Gen. 6:5-14)? 


b. What was God about to do to Sodom and Gomorrah when He came 
to Abraham (see Gen. 18:16-21; 19:13)? 


c. What was God about to do when He came to Gideon (see Judg. 6:11-16)? 


d. What was God about to do when He came to Saul (later called Paul) 
on the road to Damascus (see Acts 9:1-16)? 


e. Why is it more important to know what God is planning to do than to 
focus on your plans? 


UNIT 2 


John 12:23-25 


“Unless a grain of wheat falls 


to the ground and dies, it 
remains by itself. But if it 
dies, it produces much fruit. 
The one who loves his life 
will lose it, and the one who 
hates his life in this world 
will keep it for eternal life.” 
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SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


To know and do God’s will, 
| must deny self and return 
to a God-centered life. 


| must seek to see from 
God’s perspective rather 
than from my own distorted 
human outlook. 


| will watch to see what 
God is doing around me 
and join Him. 


God was about to destroy the world with a devastating flood when He approached 
Noah. When God prepared to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah, He told Abraham. God 
came to Gideon when He was about to deliver the Israelites from the oppression of 
the Midianites. God encountered Saul when He wanted to carry the gospel to the 
Gentiles around the known world. Without a doubt the most important factor in each 
situation was what God was about to do (answer b on previous page). 

Let’s use Noah as an example. What about his plans to serve God? They would 
not make much sense in light of the coming destruction, would they? Noah was not 
calling God in to help him accomplish what he was dreaming of doing for God. God 
never asks people to dream up something to do for Him. We do not sit down and 
brainstorm what we want to do for God and then call God in to help us accomplish 
our plans. The pattern in Scripture is that we submit ourselves to God. Then we wait 
until God shows us what He is about to do, or we watch to see what God is already 
doing around us. Then we join Him. 


Q write your Scripture memory verse for this week. Then review your 
verse from last week. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


From Death Row to Life Row 


God-centered living always affects other people. Being certain God is always at work around you 
will affect your relationships with others. 

When Karla Faye Tucker was on death row in the Gatesville Women’s prison in Texas, 
she became a Christian. Some faithful Christians led her through Experiencing God. Her life was so 
transformed, she began to teach other inmates on death row. So many came to know Jesus as Savior, 
the women themselves renamed it Life Row because they came to know true life in Christ. Even- 
tually, Karla was executed for her crime, but her testimony affected a nation and touched a world. 


GOD'S PLANS VERSUS 
OUR PLANS 


Who delivered the children of Israel from Egypt—Moses or God? God did. God 
chose to bring Moses into a relationship with Himself so that He [God] could deliver 
Israel. Did Moses ever try to take matters into his own hands? He did!. 

In Exodus 2:11-15 Moses killed an Egyptian who had struck a Hebrew. What 
might have happened if Moses had tried to deliver the children of Israel through 
a human approach? Thousands of his countrymen would have been slain in battle. 
Moses tried to personally deliver one Israelite, and that cost him 40 years of exile in 
Midian working as a shepherd and reorienting his life to God-centered living. 

When God delivered the children of Israel, how many Israelite lives were lost? 
None. In the process God even led the Egyptians to give the Israelites their gold, silver, 
and clothes. Egypt was plundered, the Egyptian army was destroyed, and the Israelites 
did not lose a single person. 

Why do we not realize that it is always best to do things God’s way? We cause 
some of the wreck and ruin in our churches because we have a plan. We implement 
the plan and accomplish what we can do. We ask God to bless our plans, and then we 
promise to give Him the glory when He does. Yet God is not glorified by making our 
plans succeed. He receives glory when His will is done, His way. Christ is the Head 
of the body—the church. What a difference it would make if we obeyed Christ as 
the Head of that body! He could accomplish more in six months through a people 
yielded to Him than they could do in 60 years without Him. 


FOLLOWING GOD'S WAYS 


aly Read the following Scripture and look for God’s response to those 
who will not follow His ways. Then answer the questions that follow. 


“Tam the LORD your God, 
who brought you up from the land of Egypt. 
Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it. 
But my people did not listen to my voice; 
Israel did not obey me. 
So I gave them over to their stubborn hearts 
to follow their own plans” (Ps. 81:10-12). 


a. What had God done for Israel? 

b. What did God promise His people? 

c. How did the people respond? 

d. What did God do? 
ee o ŇU 


Now read the next two verses to see what could have been true 
for Israel. 


UNIT 2 


Understanding what 
God is about to do 
where I am is more 

important than 
telling God what 

| want to do for Him. 


Exodus 2:11-15 


“Years later, after Moses had 
grown up, he went out to his 
own people and observed 
their forced labor. He saw an 
Egyptian striking a Hebrew, 
one of his people. Looking 
all around and seeing no 
one, he struck the Egyptian 
dead and hid him in the 
sand. The next day he went 
out and saw two Hebrews 
fighting. He asked the one 
in the wrong, ‘Why are you 
attacking your neighbor?’ 

‘Who made you a 
commander and judge over 
us?’ the man replied. ‘Are 
you planning to kill me as 
you killed the Egyptian?’ 

Then Moses became 
afraid and thought, ‘What 
| did is certainly known.’ 

When Pharaoh heard 
about this, he tried to kill 
Moses. But Moses fled from 
Pharaoh and went to live in 
the land of Midian.” 
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a> 


We are His 
servants, and we 
adjust our lives 
to what He is 
about to do. 


“If only my people would listen to me 
and Israel would follow my ways, 
I would quickly subdue their enemies 
and turn my hand against their foes” (Ps. 81:13-14). 


What could have been true if Israel had listened to and followed God? 


Locate in your Bible and read Hebrews 3:7-19. Why were the 
children of Israel denied entrance into the promised land? 


We adjust our lives to God so He will do through us what He wants to accomplish. 
God is not our servant to adjust His activity to our plans. We are His servants, and we 
adjust our lives to what He is about to do. If we do not submit, God will allow us to 
follow our own devices. In following them, however, we will never experience what 
God wanted to do on our behalf or through us for others. 

God brought Israel out of Egypt with many miraculous signs and wonders. 
Wouldn't you think the Hebrews would trust in every circumstance after that? When 
they arrived in the promised land, however, they did not trust Him to conquer it for 
them. As a result they spent the next 40 years wandering in the wilderness. In Psalm 81 
God reminded Israel that He would have conquered their enemies quickly if they had 
only followed His plans rather than trusting in their own strength and wisdom. 


Answer the following questions. 
a. In your own words, describe how God works. 


EEE aama 


b. Why are people satisfied to pursue their plans when God has so much more 
for them to experience? 


SSS SS eT 


YOU NEED TO KNOW WHAT GOD IS ABOUT TO DO 


One year denominational leaders came to our city to discuss long-range plans for an 
emphasis we had scheduled in the metropolitan area. Top denominational executives 
were going to work with us to achieve the goals we had set. Yet I was asking myself, 
What if God calls our nation to judgment before that time? I realized how much I needed to 
know what God had in mind for my city. Planning what I wanted to do in the future 
would have been irrelevant if God intended to do something else. 

When God called the prophets, He often had a twofold message. God’s first 
desire was “Call the people to return to Me.” If the people failed to respond, they 
needed to hear God’s second message: “Let them know that they are closer to judg- 
ment than they have ever been.” God’s word to the prophet was “Tell the people: this 
is what I have done. This is what I am doing right now. This is what I am about to do. 
Then call them to respond.” 

Do you suppose it was crucial for the prophets to understand what God was 
preparing to do? When God was about to bring a devastating judgment on Jerusa- 
lem and destroy the entire city, was it important to know what God was about to do? 
Certainly! 


UNIT 2 


How close do you think your country is to God’s judgment? Check one. 
OI do not believe God will bring judgment on my country. 
Ù I believe God’s judgment is a long time off. 
QI cannot understand why God has waited this long. I believe 
we are on the verge of a major judgment from God. 
I believe we are already experiencing a disciplinary judgment 
like that described in Isaiah 5:1-7. 
OVI believe we have already experienced part of God’s judgment. 


What evidence can you give to support your answer? 
1 
What effect does your belief have on the way you live? 
av 
— H 
Understanding what God is about to do where you are is far more important than tell- Understa nding 
ing God what you want to do for Him. What good would it have done for Abraham what God is about 


to tell God about his plans to take a survey of Sodom and Gomorrah and go door-to- 
door witnessing the day after God was going to destroy the cities? What good would to do where you 


you do by making long-range plans in your church if God brings judgment on your are is far more 
nation or church before you implement them? : 
You need to know what God has on His agenda for your church, community, Important than 


and nation at this time in history. Then you and your church can adjust your lives to tellin g God what 
God so He moves you into the mainstream of His activity before it is too late. Though 

God will probably not give you a detailed schedule, He will let you know one step at you want to do 
a time how you and your church should respond to what He is doing. for Him. 


(6) Pray now, asking God to guide your response to Him ... 
* in your personal life; 
* in your work; 
* in your family; 
* in your community; 
e in your church; 
* in our nation. 
You may want to make notes in the margin or on a separate sheet of paper. 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


In 1209 Francis of Assisi heard a sermon on Matthew 10:7-10. He immediately recog- 
nized it was God’s word to him to sell all he had and devote his life to preaching the 
gospel and ministering to the poor. As Francis obeyed, others were soon attracted to 
his ministry. Ultimately, many thousands of men and women devoted their lives to God will accomplish more in 
this cause and blessed thousands of people in need. God’s word to one young man six months through a people 
impacted multitudes of people across Europe and around the world. yielded to Him than we could 
When God began to speak to John and Charles Wesley, He was preparing to bring do in 60 years without Him. 
a sweeping revival across England that would save the nation from a bloody revolu- 
tion like the one France suffered. Through these men, along with George Whitefield | am God’s servant. | adjust 
and others, God did a mighty work and completely turned England around spiritually. my life to what He is about 
In your community there are people rushing headlong toward disaster. God to do. 
wants to intercept those people to bring about His purposes. Suppose He wants to do 


Do things God's way. 
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it through you! He comes to you and talks to you. But if you are self-centered, you 


Understanding what God may respond, “I don’t think I have time. I don’t think I am able to do it. And I ...” 

is about to do where | am Do you see what happens? The focus is on self. The moment ene sense God is 
is more important than moving in your life, you give Him an extensive list of reasons He has enlisted the wrong 
telling God what | want person or the time is inconvenient (see Ex. 3:11; 4:1). You always need to seek God's 
to do for Him. perspective. God knows you can’t do it! He wants to do it Himself through you. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


GOD TAKES THE INITIATIVE 


I was working at my office one day when I received a letter from a woman who told 
me about an expectant mother who was attending an Experiencing God class until she 


God's revelation of His suffered a miscarriage. She was devastated and quit attending the study, as well as the 
activity is an invitation church services. The woman writing the letter included the young woman’s phone 
for you to join Him. number, I sensed it was God’s invitation. I called the woman. I told her that God still 


loved her. We prayed and wept together. I learned later that she rejoined the group 
EE her church. God blessed her with several more children and led her to begin a 
ministry in her church for women who suffered the loss of children. I have learned 


Philippians 2:13 that as God’s servant, I must always be ready for my next assignment. 

“It is God who is working Throughout Scripture God takes the initiative. When He comes to people, He 
in you both to will and to reveals Himself and His activity. That revelation is always an invitation for people to adjust 
work according to his good their lives to God. None of the people God encountered could remain the same after- 
purpose.” ward. They had to make major adjustments in their lives to walk obediently with Him. 


God is the Sovereign Lord. Strive to keep your life God-centered because He is 
the One who sets the agenda. He is always the One who takes the initiative to accom- 
plish what He wants to do. When you are God-centered, even the desires to do the 
things that please Him come from God’s activity in your life (see Phil. 2:13). 

What often happens when we see God at work? We immediately become self- 
centered rather than God-centered. We must reorient our lives to God. We should learn to 
see things from His perspective. We need to allow Him to develop His character in us. We 
must let Him reveal His thoughts to us. Only then can we gain a proper perspective on life. 
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God's revelation of His activity is an invitation for you to join Him. If you keep 
your life God-centered, you will immediately join His activity. When you see God at 
work around you, your heart will leap within you and you will say, “Thank You, Father, 
for letting me be involved where You are.” 


Answer the following questions. 
a. Write out in your own words how people become involved in God’s work. 


b. Which of the following are ways God may reveal His plan or purpose 
to you? Check all that apply. 
Q (1) He lets me see where He is already working around me. 
T (2) He speaks to me through Scripture and impresses on me a practical 
application of the truth to my life. 
J (3) He gives me an earnest desire that grows stronger as I pray. 
U (4) He creates circumstances around me that open a door of opportunity. 


God always takes the initiative. He does not wait to see what we want to do for Him. 
After He has taken the initiative to encounter us, He waits until we respond to Him 
by making ourselves available to Him. In question b, all four are ways God may reveal 
His plans to you. There are others as well. The last two (3 and 4), however, must be 
carefully watched. A self-centered life tends to confuse its selfish desire with God’ will. 
In addition, circumstances do not always indicate a clear direction from God. Open 
and closed doors do not always indicate God’s guidance. Check to see that prayer, the 
Scriptures, and circumstances agree on the direction you sense God leading you. 


LEARNING TO WALK WITH GOD 


You may be thinking, That all sounds good, but I need practical help in learning how to apply 
these concepts. In every situation God demands that you depend on Him rather than 
a method. The key is not a method but a relationship with God. Let me illustrate by 
telling you about someone who learned to walk with God by prayer and faith. 

George Müller, a minister in England during the 19th century, was concerned that 
God's people had become discouraged. They no longer expected God to do anything 
unusual in their midst. They were not trusting God to answer their prayers. They had 
little faith. 

God led Müller to pray. Miiller’s prayers were for God to lead him to a work 
people could only explain as an act of God. Müller wanted people to learn that God 
was a faithful, prayer-answering God. He discovered Psalm 81 :10, which you read in 
yesterday's lesson:“Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.” God led him in a walk of 
faith that became an outstanding testimony of faith to all who heard his story. 

Whenever Miiller had a need in his life or ministry, he would pray to God about 
it but tell no one else.. He wanted everyone to know that God had provided for the 
need in answer to prayer and faith. During his ministry in Bristol, Miiller started 
the Scriptural Knowledge Institute for the distribution of Scripture and for religious 
education. He also began an orphanage. By the time of Miiller’s death, God had used 
him to build four orphan houses that cared for 2,000 children at a time. The orphan- 
ages had provided for more than 10,000 children. He had distributed more than eight 
million dollars that had been given to him in answer to prayer. Yet when he died at 93, 
his own worldly possessions were valued at eight hundred dollars. ! 

How did Müller know and do God’s will? 
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(2) Read the following statement by George Müller and list things he 
did that helped him know what to do. Then list things that led him 
to make mistakes in knowing God’s will. 


I never remember ... a period ... that I ever SINCERELY AND PATIENTLY 
sought to know the will of God by the teaching of the Holy Ghost, through 
the instrumentality of the Word of God, but I have been atways directed 
rightly. But if honesty of heart and uprightness before God were lacking, or 
if I did not patiently wait upon God for instruction, or if I preferred the 


counsel of my fellow men to the declarations of the Word of the living God, 
I made great mistakes.’ 


~ 


. What helped George Müller know God’s will? 


i S E 


En 


b. What led to mistakes in knowing God’s will? 


eo 


I 


Miiller mentioned these things that helped him: 
e He sincerely sought God’s direction. 
* He patiently waited on God until he had a word from Him. 
e He looked to the Holy Spirit to teach him through the Word. 


The following things led to mistakes. 
e Lacking honesty of heart 
e Lacking uprightness before God 
e Impatience to wait for God 
e Preferring the counsel of people over the declarations of Scripture 


Here is how Miiller summed up the way he entered a heart relationship with God 
and learned to discern His voice: 


1. I seek at the beginning to get my heart into such a state that it has no 
will of its own in regard to a given matter. Nine-tenths of the trouble 
with people generally is just here. Nine-tenths of the difficulties are 
overcome when our hearts are ready to do the Lord's will, whatever 
it may be. When one is truly in this state, it is usually but a little way 
to the knowledge of what His will is. 

2. Having done this, I do not leave the result to feeling or simple impres- 
sion. If so, I make myself liable to great delusions. 

3.1 seek the will of the Spirit of God through, or in connection with, 
the Word of God. The Spirit and the Word must be combined. If 
I look to the Spirit alone without the Word, I lay myself open to 
great delusions also. If the Holy Ghost guides us at all, He will do it 
according to the Scriptures and never contrary to them. 

4.Next I take into account providential circumstances. These often 
plainly indicate God’s Will in connection with His Word and Spirit. 

5.1 ask God in prayer to reveal His will to me aright. 


UNIT 2 


6.Thus, through prayer to God, the study of the Word, and reflection, 
I come to a deliberate judgment according to the best of my ability 
and knowledge, and if my mind is thus at peace, and continues so after 
two or three more petitions, I proceed accordingly.’ 


Check the correct answer for each of the following questions. 
a. How did Miiller begin his search for God’s will? 

(J (1) He tried to determine what the best thing to do was. 

(J (2) He made sure he had no will of his own. 

(J (3) He tried to get to the place he wanted only God’s will. 

À (4) Both 2 and 3 


b. What did Miiller say leads to possible delusions or false directions? 
QJ (1) Basing a decision on feelings alone 

Q (2) Following the slightest impressions 

J (3) Looking to the Spirit alone for direction 


J (4) All of the above SUMMARY 
STATEMENTS 
c. In which of the following pairs did Miiller look for agreement? 
(J (1) His desires and circumstances God's revelation of His 
QJ (2) The Spirit and the Word activity is an invitation 
A (3) The counsel of others and his desires for you to join Him. 
T (4) Circumstances and a sense of peace 
“I seek at the beginning 
d. What was the final test by which Miiller came to understand God’s will? to get my heart into such 
I (1) He identified whether the door was open or closed. a state that it has no will 
I (2) He submitted his decision to his local minister. of its own in regard to a 
L (3) He went with his best guess and hoped it worked. given matter.” 
T (4) He used prayer, Bible study, and reflection to find 
lasting peace about a proposed direction. “I do not leave the result 
#3 answers: a—4, b—4, c-2, d—4 to feeling or simple 
I hope Miiller’s example has helped. Don’t get discouraged if the way to know God’s impression.” 
will still seems vague. We have much more time to study together. 
“I seek the Will of the Spirit 
4) Practice quoting aloud your Scripture memory verses or write them of God through, or in connec- 


on a separate paper. tion with, the Word of God.” 
Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 
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God has not changed. 
He still speaks to 
His people. 
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GOD SPEAKS TO HIS PEOPLE 


Years ago I spoke to a group of young pastors. When I finished the first session, a pastor 
took me aside and said, “I vowed to God I would never again listen to a man like you. 
You talk as though God is personal and talks to you. I just despise that.” 

I asked him, “Are you having difficulty letting God speak to you?” He and I talked, 
and before long we were on our knees. He wept and thanked God that He had spoken 
to him. Don’t let anyone intimidate you about hearing from God. 


a Read the following Scriptures and answer the questions that follow. 
Hebrews 1:1-2—“Long ago God spoke to our ancestors by the proph- 
ets at different times and in different ways. In these last days, he has 
spoken to us by his Son.” 


John 14:26—“The Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of 
everything I have told you.” 


John 16:13-14—“When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you 
into all the truth. For he will not speak on his own, but he will speak 
whatever he hears. He will also declare to you what is to come. He 
will glorify me, because he will take from what is mine and declare it 
to you.” 


John 8:47—“The one who is from God listens to God’s words. This is 
why you don’t listen, because you are not from God.” 


a. In the Old Testament (“times past”), how and through whom did God speak? 


nn 


b. In New Testament times (“these last days”), how did God speak? 
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c. In John 14:26, whom did Jesus promise the Father would send in His name? 


OU 


d. What is the work of the Holy Spirit as described in John 14:26; 16:13-14? 


OO 


e. Who is the one who hears what God says? 


f. What does John 8:47 say about a person who does not hear what God says? 
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Write a summary in the margin of what these Scriptures say about 
God’s speaking. 


In the Old Testament God spoke at many times and in a variety of ways. Through Jesus, 
God spoke to His people. Now God speaks through the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit 
will teach you all things, call to your memory the things Jesus said, guide you into all 
truth, speak what He hears from the Father, tell you what is yet to come, and glorify 
Christ as He reveals Christ to you. 

Does God really speak to people today? Will He reveal to you where He is work- 
ing so you can join Him? Yes! God has not changed. He still speaks to people. If you have 
trouble hearing God speak, you are in trouble at the heart of your Christian experience. 


HEARING GOD'S VOICE 


Sin has so affected us (see Rom. 3:10-11) that we cannot understand God’s truth 
unless the Holy Spirit reveals it. He is the Teacher. When He teaches you the Word of 
God, listen carefully to Him and respond to Him. As you pray, watch to see how He 
uses Scripture to confirm God’s Word in your heart. Watch what He is doing around 
you and in your circumstances. The God who is speaking to you as you pray and the 
God who is speaking to you in the Scriptures is the God who is also working around 
you. 


Look on the inside back cover at the fourth reality. Then answer 
the following questions. 
a. When Jesus returned to heaven, which Person of the Trinity was sent 
to speak to God’s people? Check one. 
U God the Father OU Jesus UO The Holy Spirit 


b. What are four ways the Holy Spirit speaks? 


c. When He speaks, what does He reveal? 


God speaks by the Holy Spirit through the Bible, prayer, circumstances, and the church 


to reveal Himself, His purposes, and His ways. Later we will study the ways God speaks. 


I cannot give you a formula, however, and say this is how you can know for certain 
when God is speaking to you. I will share with you what the Bible says. The Scriptures 
can encourage you at this point. When God chose to speak to people in the Bible, they 
knew it was God, and they knew what God was saying. 

In John 10:2-4,14 Jesus said: 

e “The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 

e The sheep hear his voice. 

e The sheep follow him because they know his voice. 

e I am the good shepherd. I know my own, and my own know me.” 


The key to knowing God’s voice is not a formula, nor is it a method you can follow. 
Knowing God’s voice comes from an intimate love relationship with God. That is why 
those who do not have the relationship (John 8:47) do not hear what God is saying. 
You must watch to see how God uniquely communicates with you. You will not be 
able to rely on other people’s walks with God. You will have to depend on God alone. 
Your relationship with Him is crucial. 


UNIT 2 


a> 


If you have 
trouble hearing 
God speak, you 

are in trouble 

at the heart of 

your Christian 
experience. 


a> 


Knowing God's 
voice comes 
from an 
intimate love 
relationship 
with God. 
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SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


God has not changed. He 
still speaks to His people. 


If | have trouble hearing 

~ God speak, | am in trouble 
-at the very heart of my 

- Christian experience. © 


God speaks by the Holy Spirit 
through the Bible, prayer, 
circumstances, and the 
church to reveal Himself, His 
purposes, and His ways. 


Knowing God's voice comes 
from an intimate love 
relationship with God. 
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Q wrich of the following best describes the way you will know God’s 
voice when He speaks? Check your response. 
Qa. God will give me a miraculous sign. Then I will know God has spoken to me. 
[J] b.In an intimate relationship with God, I will come to recognize His voice. 
(I c. When I learn and follow the correct formula, I will hear God speaking. 
(J d.Ifa verse in the Bible jumps out at me, it must be God’s word for my life. 


Q wra is the key to knowing God’s voice? 


The relationship is the key to knowing God’s voice, to hearing when God speaks. 
The correct answer is b. What about a, c, and d? Sometimes in Scripture God gave 
a miraculous sign to assure the person that the word was from Him. Gideon is an 
example (see Judg. 6). However, asking God for a sign often indicates unbelief. When 
the scribes and Pharisees asked Jesus for a miraculous sign, Jesus condemned them as 
a “evil and adulterous generation” (Matt. 12:38-39). They were so self-centered and 
sinful they could not recognize when God was in their midst (see Luke 19:41-44). 

A formula is not the way to recognize God’s voice either. How many other burn- 
ing bushes did God use besides the one with Moses? None. God does not want you to 
become an expert at using a formula. If there was a formula to hearing from God, you 
would not have to seek God with all your heart. You could mindlessly use the formula 
and neglect your relationship with God. He wants an intimate love relationship with 
you. He insists that you depend on Him alone. Hearing God does not depend on a 
method or a formula but on a relationship. 

Some may wonder why answer d is not acceptable. They may ask, can’t I get a 
word from the Bible? Yes, you can! But only the Holy Spirit can reveal to you which 
truth of Scripture is a word from God for a particular circumstance in your life. The 
Holy Spirit must help you understand how a particular verse specifically applies to you. 
Even if the biblical circumstance is similar to yours, only God can reveal His word for 
your circumstance. 

You also need to be careful about claiming you have a word from God. Claim- 
ing to have a word from God is a serious matter. If God has spoken to you, you must 
continue responding to that word until it comes to pass (even for 25 years, like Abram). 
If you have not been given a word from God but say you have, you stand in judgment 
as a false prophet: “You may say to yourself, “How can we recognize a message the 
Lorp has not spoken?’ When a prophet speaks in the Lorp’s name, and the message 
does not come true or is not fulfilled, that is a message the Lord has not spoken. The 
prophet has spoken it presumptuously” (Deut. 18:21-22). In the Old Testament, the 
penalty for being a false prophet was death (see Deut. 18:20).That certainly is a serious 
charge. Do not take a word from God lightly. 

God loves you. He wants to have a close personal relationship with you. He 
wants you to depend on Him when you seek a word from Him. He wants you to 
learn to hear His voice and know His will. Your relationship with Him is the key to 
hearing when God speaks. 


Consider praying this prayer: “God, I pray that I will grow in 
my relationship with You so that when you speak, I immediately 
recognize Your voice and respond in obedience.” 


UNIT 2 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


GOD SPEAKS 
WITH A PURPOSE 


We tend to want God to speak to us so He will give us a heart-warming devotional 
thought to make us feel good for the rest of the day. If you want the God of the 
universe to speak to you, you need to be ready for Him to reveal what He is doing 
where you are. In Scripture God is not often seen coming and speaking to people just 
for conversation’s sake. He was always working to accomplish His purposes. When 


God develops 
character to match 
the assignment. 


. . LG TE ET, 
God speaks to you through the Bible, prayer, circumstances, the church, or another way, 


He has a specific purpose in mind. 

When God spoke to Abram (see Gen. 12), what was God about to do? He was 
about to begin building a holy nation. Notice God’s timing. Why did God speak to 
Abram when He did? Because it was then God wanted to start building the nation. 
The moment Abram knew what God was about to do, he had to adjust his life to God. 
He had to immediately follow what God said. 

The moment God speaks to you is the time He wants you to respond to Him. 
Don’t think you have the next three or four months to decide whether it is God’s 
timing. The moment God speaks to you is God’s timing. That is why He chooses to 
speak when He does. He speaks to His servant when He is ready to move. Otherwise, 
He wouldn't speak. As God enters the mainstream of your life, the timing of your 
response is crucial. When God speaks to you, you need to believe and obey Him. 

Do not assume, however, that the moment God calls you, you are prepared for 
the assignment. How long was it from the time God spoke to Abram until Isaac, 
the child of promise, was born? Twenty-five years (see Gen. 12:4; 21:5)! Why did 
God wait 25 years? Because it took God 25 years to make Abraham a father suit- 
able for Isaac. God was concerned not so much about Abram but about founding 
a nation. The quality of the father will affect the quality of following generations. 
As goes the father, so go the next several generations. God took time to build 
Abram into a man of character. Abram immediately began adjusting his life to God’s 


A> 


The moment 
God speaks 
to you is the 
time He wants 
you to respond 
to Him. 
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ways. He could not wait until Isaac was born and then try to become the kind 
of father required to raise a patriarch of God’s people. 

How long was it after God (through Samuel) anointed David king before David 
mounted the throne? Maybe 10 or 12 years. What was God doing in the meantime? 
He was building David’s relationship with Himself. As goes the king, so goes the 
nation. You cannot bypass character. 

How long was it after the living Lord called the apostle Paul until Paul went on 
his first missionary journey? Maybe 10 or 11 years. The focus was not on Paul; the 
focus was on God. God wanted to redeem a lost world, and He wanted to redeem the 
Gentiles through Paul. God took time to prepare Paul for the assignment. 


ae Mark each statement that applies to you. 

— a. I read my Bible to be a good Christian, but I don’t expect God to speak 
to me through the Scriptures. 

— b. I seek a word from God so I can be encouraged to have a great day. 

— c. I seek a word from God so I am alert to what He wants to do in and 
through my life. 

— d. When God speaks, I immediately adjust my schedule to respond to what 
He said. 

— e. When God speaks, I write down what He said, but do little about it. 


We are so oriented to a quick response that we abandon the word from God long 
before He has developed our character. When God speaks, He has a purpose in mind 
for our lives. The moment He speaks is the time we need to begin responding to Him. 


CHARACTER THAT MATCHES THE ASSIGNMENT 


When God called Abram, He said, “I will make your name great” (Gen. 12:2). That 
means “I will develop your character to match your assignment.” Nothing is more 
pathetic than having a small character when you have a big assignment. Many of us 
don’t want to give attention to the development of our characters; we just want God 
to give us a big assignment. 

Suppose a pastor is waiting for a big church to call him to be their pastor. Then 
a small church calls and asks, “Will you come and serve bivocationally to help us here 
in the west side of Wyoming?” 

“Well, no,” the prospective pastor responds. He thinks, J am waiting for God to give 
me a significant assignment. I have a lot of education, I can’t waste my life by working a secular 
job when I want to serve in a church full-time. I think I deserve something much more substantial 
than that. 


©} How would you classify that response? Check one. 
T God-centered (I Self-centered 


Do you see how self-centered that viewpoint is? Human reasoning will not give you 
God's perspective. If you can’t be faithful in a little, God will not give you a larger 
assignment. He may want to adjust your life and character in smaller assignments first 
to prepare you for the larger ones. That is where God starts to work. When you make 
the adjustments and start to obey Him, you come to know Him by experience. This is 
the goal of God’s activity in your life—that you come to know Him. Do you want to 
experience God mightily working in and through your life? Then adjust your life to 


God and pursue the kind of relationship in which you follow Him wherever He leads 
you—even if the assignment seems to be small or insignificant. Then one day you will 
hear it said of you, “Well done, good and faithful servant!” (Matt. 25:21). 

Should you automatically assume every small assignment is from God? No. 
Whether the assignment is large or small in your eyes, you must still find out whether 
it is from God. However, always let God tell you. Do not rule out an assignment, large 
or small, on the basis of your preconceived ideas. Remember, you will know what you 
should do through your relationship with God. Never bypass the relationship. 


© Suppose you had planned to go fishing, watch football, or go shop- 
ping. Then God confronts you with an opportunity to join Him in 
something He wants to do. What would you do? Check your response. 
(4 I would finish my plans and then fit God’s plans into the next available 
time slot in my schedule. 
(4 I would assume that, because God already knew my plans, this new 
assignment must not be from Him. 
(4 I would try to find a way to do both what I want and God’s will. 
(J I would adjust my plans to join God in what He was about to do. 


I have known some people who wouldn’t interrupt a fishing trip or a football game 
for anything in the world. In their minds they say they want to serve God, but they 
eliminate from their lives anything that interferes with their plans. They are so self- 
centered they do not recognize the times when God comes to them with a divine 
invitation. On the other hand, if you are God-centered, you will immediately adjust 
your life to what God wants to do. 

God has the right to interrupt your life anytime He wants to! He is Lord. When 
you accepted Him as Lord, you gave Him the right to help Himself to your life. In 
Jesus’ parable of the talents in Matthew 25:14-30, suppose that five times out of ten 
when the master had something for the servant to do, the servant said, “I’m sorry. 
That’s not on my schedule.” What do you suppose the master would do? He would 
discipline the servant. If the servant did not respond to discipline, sooner or later the 
master would no longer assign any tasks. 

You may wish you could experience God working through you the way He 
works through other people. But every time God goes to them, they adjust their lives 
to God and obey. When they have been faithful in little assignments, God has given 
them more important assignments. 

If you are not willing to be faithful in a little, God will not give you larger 
assignments. God uses the smaller assignments to develop character. God always builds 
character to match His assignment. If God has a great task for you, He will expand 
your character to match that assignment. 


Answer the following. 
a. What would you like to see God do through your life? 


b. Have you been frustrated or disappointed with how God has used your life 
so far? Why? 


UNIT 2 


Matthew 25:21 


“Well done, good and faithful 


servant! You were faithful 
over a few things; | will put 


you in charge of many things. 


Share your master’s joy.” 


aW> 


If God has 
a great task 
for you, He 


will expand your 


character to 
match that 
assignment. 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


The moment God speaks 
to me is the moment God 
wants me to respond to Him. 


The moment God speaks 
to me is God’s timing. 


God develops my character 
to match the assignment 
He has for me. 


God has a right to interrupt 
my life. He is Lord. When | 
accepted Him as Lord, | gave 
Him the right to help Himself 
to my life anytime He wants. 


c. Can you think of a time when God probably wanted to use you in an 
assignment and you chose not to follow His leading? If so, briefly describe 
the situation. 


d. Is the Holy Spirit saying anything to you now about your character? 
If so, what is He saying? 


e. Do your actions clearly demonstrate that Christ is the Lord of your life? 
If not, what adjustments do you need to make so He has total control of 
your life today? 


When God tells you what He wants you to do, accept it, and seek to clearly understand 
it, then give God all the time He wants to make you the kind of person He can trust 
with that assignment. Is it for your sake God takes time to prepare you for His assign- 
ments? No, not for you alone but also for the sake of those He wants to bless through 
you. For their sake, devote yourself to an obedient love relationship with God. Then 
when He gives you an assignment, He will achieve everything He wants in the lives of 
those around you. 


[5] Write your Scripture memory verse (Ps. 20:7) on the following lines. 


Review your other Scripture memory verses and be prepared to 
recite them to a partner in your small group session this week. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- 
ment or Scripture you read today? 
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What does God want you to do 
in response to today’s study? 


Reword the statement or Scripture 
into a prayer of response to God. 


1. For further reading on George Müller, see A. E. C. Brooks, comp., Answers to Prayer from George Müller's Narratives 
(Chicago: Moody Press) and Faith Coxe Bailey, George Müller (Moody Press). 

2. Basil Miller, George Müller, The Man of Faith (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1941), 51. 

3. George Müller, Answers to Prayer, 6. 


Av 
LOOKING TO GOD 


SESSION 2 


VIDEO TEACHING NOTES 


. If the Christian life is radically God-centered, then it is important that we 
constantly look to God, listen to God, and watch to see what His directives are 
going to be. 

2. Our tendency is to start our story with ourselves but the Bible starts with God. 
3. When we turn our eyes to ourselves, we see all of the reasons why we can’t. But 
when we start with God, we open ourselves up to His power. It’s no longer a 

question of what we can do, but what He can do. 

4. What God initiates, He also completes. He never purposes anything He doesn’t 

bring to pass. 


p 


8. God began a work before us that will continue after us and we are just part of 
the journey. 


YOUR NOTES 


UNIT REVIEW 


Mark the following statements T (true) or F (false). 

— 1. God asks people to dream up what they want to do for Him (p. 34). 
— 2. God always takes the initiative in my relationship with Him (p. 39). 
— 3. I know God’s will by following the correct formula (p. 44). 
— 4. The moment God speaks is God’s timing (p. 45). 


Choose from the following words to fill in the blanks in the statements. 
ability belief unbelief 

a. Asking God for a sign often indicates 

b. God develops 


character 


(p. 44). 
to match the assignment (p. 46). 


Check your answers, using the pages cited in parentheses. 


UNIT 2 


Scripture 
Referenced 


Exodus 3 
Exodus 14 


Sharing Time 


e The questions about 
God’s judgment, 
activity 5, page 37 

e The questions on 
lordship and character 
building, activity 4, 
pages 47—48 

* One of the most 
meaningful statements 
or Scriptures from this 
unit’s lessons and your 
prayer response to God. 
Choose one from pages 
34, 38, 41, 45, and 48. 


Streamable session 
videos are included 
with the purchase price 
of this book. Look for 
your access code on the 
insert attached in the 
back of this book. 
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VERSE TO MEMORIZE 


GOD PURSUES 
A LOVE 
RELATIONSHIP 


Carrie’s Cancer 


When one of my children could not get his own way, he would occasionally say, “You 
don’t love me.” Was that true? No, my love had not changed. At that moment, however, 
my love was expressing itself differently than he wanted it to. 

When our only daughter, Carrie, was 16, the doctors told us she had cancer. Doctors 
had noticed a small spot on an X-ray but had not followed up on it for two years. Now the 
cancer was advanced. We had to take her through extensive chemotherapy and radiation. 
We suffered along with Carrie as we watched her experience the severe sickness that 
accompanies the treatments. Some people face such an experience by blaming God and 
questioning why He doesn’t love them anymore. Carrie’s cancer treatments could have 
been a devastating experience for us. Did God still love us? Yes. Had His love changed? 
No, He still cared for us with an infinite love. 

When you face circumstances like this, you can ask God to explain what is 
happening. We did that. We asked Him what we should do. I raised all of those 
questions, but I never said, “Lord, I guess You don’t love me.” 

Long before this experience with Carrie, I determined that no matter what my 
circumstances, I would never look at my situation except against the backdrop of the 
cross. In the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God forever convinced me that 
He loved me. For this reason, during Carrie’s illness I could go before the heavenly 
Father and see behind my daughter the cross of Jesus Christ. I said, “Father, don’t ever 
let me look at my life and question Your love for me. Your love for me was settled on 
the cross. That has never changed and will never change.” Our love relationship with 
the heavenly Father sustained us through an extremely difficult time. 

No matter what your circumstances are, God’s love never changes. The cross, the 
death of Jesus Christ, and His resurrection are God’s final, total, and complete expres- 
sion of His love for you. Never allow your heart to question God’s love. Settle it on the 
front end of your desire to know Him and experience Him. He loves you. He created 
you for a love relationship. He has been pursuing you in that love relationship. Every 
encounter He has with you is an expression of His love for you. God would cease 
to be God if He expressed Himself in any way other than perfect love! 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


CREATED. FOR A 
LOVE RELATIONSHIP 


In the first two units I introduced you to some basic truths for knowing and doing 


A love relationship with the will of God. The seven realities you have examined summarize the kind of rela- 
God is more important tionship through which God works to accomplish His purposes. As I said earlier, this 
than any other single course was not written to teach you a program, a method, or a formula for knowing 
factor in your life. and doing God’s will. It was written to point you to a relationship with God. God will 


then work through that relationship to accomplish through you whatever He pleases. 
SSS eS i 
God created you for a love relationship. 
a. Has there been a time in your life when you questioned God’s love 
for you? If there has, describe it here. 


b. In that experience, were there ways God was expressing His love for you? 


c. What Scriptures do you turn to when looking for assurance of God’s 
love for you? 


This unit will focus on the second reality. Write the second reality 
in the margin, but replace the word you with me. 


WITH ALL YOUR HEART 


In this unit I want to help you see that God Himself pursues a love relationship with 
you. He takes the initiative to bring you into this relationship. He created you for 
fellowship with Himself. That is the purpose of your life. This love relationship can 
and should be real and personal to you. 


If you were standing before God, could you describe your relationship 
with Him by saying, “I love You with all my heart and all my soul and 
OOE E E sinsoeoncodeemseneis all my mind and all my strength”? Yes U No 
REALITY 2 If not, how would you describe your current relationship with God? 


Q One of our church members was always having difficulty in his personal life, with his 

family, at work, and in the church. In a church meeting he became extremely angry 
and stormed out of the room. It was obvious his life was filled with anger. Soon after, 

@ \ wi I met with him and asked,“Can you describe your relationship with God by sincerely 
& saying, ‘I love You with all my heart’?” 


£ The strangest look came over his face. He said, “Nobody has ever asked me that. 
RELATIONSHIP No, I could not describe my relationship with God that way. I could say I obey Him, 
omnes T serye Him, I worship Him, and I fear Him. But I cannot say I love Him.” This man 
had a father who never told him he loved him. The son feared his father, but he didn’t 
love him. The man had wrongly assumed God was the same kind of Father. I helped 
this man realize God loved him and wanted to have loving fellowship with him. That 

truth set the man free to experience the love of His heavenly Father. 
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Everything in this man’s life was out of order because God’s basic purpose for 
his life was missing. God created us for a love relationship with Him. If you cannot 
describe your relationship with God by saying that you love Him with all your being, 
you need to ask the Holy Spirit to bring you into that kind of a relationship. 


(4) If you need to and are willing, pause now and ask the Holy Spirit 
to bring you into a wholehearted love relationship with God. Spend 
time in prayer expressing your love to God. In the space below, list 
ways God has expressed His love for you over the years. Thank Him 
again, for each one. 


If I tried to summarize the entire Old Testament, it would be expressed in this verse: 

“Listen, Israel: The Lorp our God, the Lorn is one. Love the Lorp your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength” (Deut. 6:4-5). 

Throughout the Old Testament, God expressed His love for people. The essence 
of the New Testament is the same. Quoting from Deuteronomy, Jesus said the greatest 
commandment in the law is “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength” (Mark 12:30). Everything 
in your Christian life, everything about knowing Him and experiencing Him, every- 
thing about knowing His will depends on the quality of your love relationship with 
God. If that is not settled, nothing in your life will be right. 


Read the following Scriptures, which describe a love relationship with 
God. As you read, circle the word love (or any form of it, such as loves) 
each time it appears. 


“I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you today that I have set before you 
life and death, blessing and curse. Choose life so that you and your descendants 
may live, love the Lorp your God, obey him, and remain faithful to him. For he 
is your life” (Deut. 30:19-20). 


“God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son, so that every- 
one who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 


“The one who has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. And 
the one who loves me will be loved by my Father. I also will love him and will 
reveal myself to him.” (John 14:21). 


“Who can separate us from the love of Christ? Can affliction or distress or perse- 
cution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? No, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through him who loved us ... nor height nor depth, nor 
any other created thing will be able to separate us from the love of God that is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:35,37,39). 


“This is how we have come to know love: He laid down his life for us. We should 
also lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters.” (1 John 3:16). 


UNIT 


a> 


Can you 
describe your 
relationship 
with God by 
sincerely saying 
“I love You with 
all my heart”? 


a> 


Everything in 
your Christian 
life, everything 
about knowing 

Him and 
experiencing 
Him, everything 
about knowing 
His will depends 
on the quality 
of your love 
relationship 
with God. 


3 


, 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


“God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his one and only Son 

into the world so that we might live through him. Love consists in this: not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice 
for our sins. We love because he first loved us” (1 John 4:9-10,19). 


aw Using the preceding Scriptures, answer the following questions. 
a. Who is your life? 
A love b. In what ways has God demonstrated His love for you? 


relationship 
with God is 
more important 
than any other 
single factor 
in your life. 


c. How can you show your love for Him? 


d. What does God promise to do in response to your loving Him? 


e. Who loved first—you or God? 


Answers: (a) The Lord is your life. (b) He has drawn you to Himself. He sent His only 
Son to provide eternal life for you. Jesus laid down His life for us. (c) Choose life, 
listen to His voice, hold fast to Him, believe in His only Son, obey His commands and 
teachings, be willing to lay down your life for your brothers. (d) You and your children 
will live under His blessings. By believing in Jesus, you have eternal life. The Father 
will love you. God will come to make His home with you. He will make you more 
than conquerors over all your difficulties. You will never be separated from His love. (e) 
God loved you first. “God is love” (1 John 4:16). His very nature is love. 

What is the one thing God wants from you? He wants you to love Him with all 
your being. Your experiencing God depends on your having this relationship of love. A 
love relationship with God is more important than any other single factor in your life. 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


My Christian life depends 
on the quality of my love 
relationship with God. 


God created me for a love 
relationship with Him. 


Everything God says and 


does is an expression of love. 


Write your Scripture memory verses for this unit on the following 
lines and review your verses from other units. Remember, you may 
select a different verse to memorize or a different translation. 


nnn. $$ 


$$$ 


A love relationship with God 
-is more important than any 
other single factor in my life. 


Day 3’s assignment may require advance planning. Turn to page 60 
and read activity 2 so you can prepare. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- 
ment or Scripture you read today? 
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Reword the statement or Scripture 
into a prayer of response to God. 


What does God want you to do 
in response to today’s study? 


A LOVE RELATIONSHIP 
WITH GOD 


Picture in your mind a tall ladder leaning against a wall. Now think about your life as a 

process of climbing that ladder. Wouldn’t it be a tragedy to ascend to the top and find 

you had placed the ladder against the wrong wall? One life to live, and you missed it! 

Earlier in the course we talked about your life being God-centered. That means your 
life must be properly related to God. This is the love relationship for which you 

were created—a God-centered love relationship. Your walk with God (Father, Son, 
and Spirit) is the single most important aspect of your life. If it is not as it should be, 
nothing else will function properly. 

I have known businesspeople who lost their business, their money, and their 
property. With everything stripped away, they had to decide if having Jesus was enough 
for them to still have joy. If you lost all of your money and possessions, but you had 
a vibrant walk with God, could you truly be happy? We are a doing people. We feel 
worthless or useless if we are not busy doing something. Scripture leads us to under- 
stand that God is saying, “I want you to love Me above everything else. When you are 
in a relationship of love with Me, you have everything you need.” To be loved by God 
is the highest relationship, the greatest achievement, and the noblest position in life. 

That does not mean you will never accomplish anything as an expression of your 
love for God. He will call you to obey Him and do whatever He asks of you. However, 
you do not need to do something to feel fulfilled. You are completely fulfilled in a 
relationship with God. When you are filled with Him, what else do you need? 


è Read the following hymn by Rhea Miller and circle everything 
that may compete with Jesus for a person’s love and attention. 


I'd rather have Jesus than silver or gold, 

I'd rather be His than have riches untold; 
I'd rather have Jesus than houses or lands, 
I'd rather be led by His nail-pierced hand. 
I'd rather have Jesus than men’s applause, 
I'd rather be faithful to His dear cause; 

I'd rather have Jesus than worldwide fame, 
I'd rather be true to His holy name. 

He’s fairer than lilies of rarest bloom, 

He’s sweeter than honey from out the comb; 
He's all that my hungering spirit needs, 
I'd rather have Jesus and let Him lead. 


Refrain 

Than to be the king of a vast domain 
Or be held in sin’s dread sway; 

I'd rather have Jesus than anything 
This world affords today.” 


UNIT 3 


To be loved by 
God is the highest 
relationship, the highest 
achievement, and the 
highest position in life. 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


Matthew 6:31-33 
“So don’t worry, saying, ‘What 
will we eat?’ or ‘What will 
we drink?’ or ‘What will 

we wear?’ For the Gentiles 


eagerly seek all these things, 


and your heavenly Father 
knows that you need them. 
But seek first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be 
provided for you.” 
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2) Reflect on the meanings of the words. If you could have only one or 
the other in each of the following pairs, which would you honestly 
choose? Check your response. 

I would rather have: M Jesus. 
I would rather have: Jesus. 


Q have Jesus. 


Ñ silver, gold, riches, houses and lands. 

J people’s applause and worldwide fame. 
I would rather: Q be the king of a vast domain. 

If you chose Jesus for each answer, is this the way you have been living your life? 
Q Yes ANo 


Do you really want to love the Lord your God with all your heart? He will allow no 
competitors, not money and possessions, not fame and popularity, and not power or 
authority. God says: 
¢ “No one can serve two masters, since either he will hate one and love the other, 
or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God 
and money” (Matt. 6:24). 
e “When the Lord your God brings you into the land he swore to your ancestors 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that he would give you—a land with large and beau- 
tiful cities that you did not build, houses full of every good thing that you did 
not fill them with, cisterns that you did not dig, and vineyards and olive groves 
that you did not plant—and when you eat and are satisfied, be careful not to 
forget the Lorn who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the place of 
slavery. Fear the Lorp your God, worship him, and take your oaths in his name. 
Do not follow other gods, the gods of the peoples around you, for the Lorp 
your God, who is among you, is a jealous God” (Deut. 6:10-15). 
* Once your love for God is in place as your greatest priority, God will provide 
everything else you need (Matt. 6:31-33). 


CREATED FOR ETERNITY 


God did not create you for time; He created you for eternity. Time—your lifetime on 
earth—provides the opportunity for you to become acquainted with Him. It provides 
occasions for Him to develop your character into His likeness. Then eternity will hold 
its fullest dimensions for you. 

If you live only for time—the here and now—you will miss the ultimate purpose 
of creation. If you live for time, you will allow your past to determine your life today. 
Your life as a child of God ought to be driven by the future—what you will be one day. 
God uses your present experiences to mold you for future usefulness here on earth and 
in eternity. 


(4) What are some things in your past that have a strong limiting influence 
on your life today? These may include a troubled family background; fail- 
ures; shame over a personal or family sin; past abuse; pride, or unhealthy 
desire for success, fame, recognition, or wealth. 


& Do you think you are currently being shaped more by your past or by 
your future? Why? 


I was speaking at a conference when a woman approached me and recounted the 
heartbreaking story of how her father had abandoned her and her family. She described 
her feelings of worthlessness, abandonment, and rejection. For years she was consumed 
with finding her father and convincing him she was not worthless and he should take 
her back. “Then one day I found my Father,” she said. “He was at the back of the 
Experiencing God book.” She had been studying Experiencing God and had come to the 
list of the names of God. She realized her heavenly Father had always loved her and 
had been seeking a love relationship with her. Her heavenly Father set her free from 
the bondage to which her earthly father had consigned her. 

Paul had to overcome his difficult personal history. Here was his approach 
to dealing with his past and present: 


‘If anyone else thinks he has grounds for confidence in the flesh, I have 
more: *circumcised the eighth day; of the nation of Israel, of the tribe 
of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; regarding the law, a Phari- 
see; “regarding zeal, persecuting the church; regarding the righteousness 
that is in the law, blameless. 

’But everything that was a gain to me, I have considered to be a loss 
because of Christ. “More than that, I also consider everything to be a 
loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
Because of him I have suffered the loss of all things and consider them 
as dung, so that I may gain Christ ’and be found in him, not having 
a righteousness of my own from the law, but one that is through faith 
in Christ—the righteousness from God based on faith. My goal is to 
know him and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of his 
sufferings, being conformed to his death, "assuming that I will some- 
how reach the resurrection from among the dead. 

"Not that I have already reached the goal or am already perfect, but 
I make every effort to take hold of it because I also have been taken 
hold of by Christ Jesus. Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself 
to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind 
and reaching forward to what is ahead, “I pursue as my goal the prize 
promised by God’s heavenly call in Christ Jesus (Phil. 3:4-14). 


Answer the following questions, based on Paul’s statement 
in Philippians 3:4-14. 
a. What are some things in Paul’s past that could have influenced his present? 


eee 
ni = 


b. How did Paul view these things (v. 8)? 


_— aaaaaammamħōŮI 


aN 


c. Why did Paul view his past this way (vv. 8-11)? 


—_—.s 


—— eee ——— 


d. What did Paul do to prepare for a future prize (vv. 13-14)? 


Forget 
Read forward 
Pursue as my goal 


UNIT 3 


Matthew 
6:19-21,33 


“Don't store up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where 
moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and 
Steal. But store up for your- 
selves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust 
destroys, and where thieves 
don’t break in and steal. For 
where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also. But 
seek first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be 
provided for you.” 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


Answers: (a) Paul was faithful to his heritage as a Jew from the tribe of Benjamin. 
He was faultless in keeping the laws of the Pharisees. He was zealous for God. (b) He 
considered them rubbish and loss. (c) Paul wanted to know Christ, to be found in Him, 
and to become like Him to attain a future blessing (resurrection from the dead). (d) 
He refused to focus on the past. He strained toward the future. He pressed toward the 
future goal of a heavenly prize. 

Paul’s desire was to know Christ and to become like Him. You too can order 
your life under God’s direction so you come to know Him, love Him, and become 
like Christ. Let your present be molded and shaped by what you are becoming 
in Christ. You were created for eternity! 


SUMMARY 
STATEMENTS 

INVESTING IN THE FUTURE 
To be loved by God is the Begin orienting your life to God’s will. His purposes go far beyond time and into 
highest relationship, the eternity. Make sure you are investing your life, time, and resources in things that will 
highest achievement, and last, not in things that will pass away. If you don’t recognize that God created you 
the highest position in life. for eternity, you will invest in the wrong priorities. You should store up treasures in 


heaven (see Matt. 6:19-21,33). 

This is why a love relationship with God is so important. He loves you. He 
knows what is best for you. Only He can guide you to invest your life in worthwhile 
ways. This guidance will come as you walk with Him and listen to Him. 


| will let my present be sa In what are you currently investing your life, time, and resources? 
molded and shaped by what Make two lists below. On the left list things that will pass away. 
| am to become in Christ. On the right list things that have eternal value. 


Passing Away Eternal 


| will make sure | am invest- 
ing in things that are lasting. 


Pray about any adjustments you need to make in the way you invest 
your life. Ask God for His perspective on your life. Write any 
adjustments you sense God wants you to make. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


i 
i 


wn 
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UNIT 3 


WALKING WITH GOD 


God created the first man and woman, Adam and Eve, for a love relationship with 
Himself. After Adam and Eve sinned, they heard God walking in the garden in the 
cool of the day. They hid from Him because of their fear and shame. Try to sense the When your relationship 


heart of a loving Father when He asked that tenderhearted question “Where are you?” is as it ought to 
(Gen. 3:9). God knew something had happened to their love relationship. be, you will always 
When your relationship is as it ought to be, you will always be in fellowship with be in fellowship 
the Father. You will remain in His presence, enjoying your love relationship with the God with the Father. 
of the universe. When Adam and Eve were missing, something had gone terribly wrong. 
ZTE E RTS 


QUIET TIME WITH GOD 


Early each day I have an appointment with God. I often wonder what happens when the 
God who loves me comes to meet with me and I have missed our appointment. How 
does He feel when He asks, “Henry, where are you?” and I am not there (see Jer. 7:13). 
This applies to my daily time with God. I keep that time alone with God, not in order 
to have a relationship, but because I have a relationship. Because I have a close walk with 
my Lord, I want to meet with Him and spend time with Him.Time with God enriches 
and deepens the relationship I already have with Him. 
I hear many people say, “I really struggle trying to have time alone with God.” 
If that is a problem you face, let me suggest something: make the priority in your life 
to love Him with all your heart. That will solve most of your problem with your quiet 
time. People who struggle to spend time with God don’t have a scheduling problem; 
they have a love problem. You have a quiet time because you know Him and therefore 2 Corinthians 5:14 
love Him, not just because you want to learn more about Him. The apostle Paul said “For the love of Christ 


Christ’s love compelled or constrained him (see 2 Cor. 5:14), compels us, since we have 
reached this conclusion, 
ae Suppose you were dating someone you loved and intended to marry. that one died for all, and 
What is the primary reason you would spend time with that person? therefore all died.” 


Check only one response. 

U Because I would want to find out about his likes and dislikes 

Q Because I would want to find out about her family background 

Q Because I would want to find out about his life goals and future plans 
A Because I would love her and enjoy being with her 


When two persons love each other and plan to marry, they want to find out informa- 
tion about each other. However, that is not the primary reason they date. They spend 
time together because they love each other and enjoy being together. 

Similarly, you will learn much about God, His Word, His purposes, and His ways 
as you spend time with Him. You will come to know Him as you experience Him 
working in and through your life. But learning about Him is not why you should 
want to have a quiet time with Him. The more you know Him and experience His 
unfathomable love, the more you will love Him. The more you love Him, the more 
you will enjoy spending time fellowshipping with Him. 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


Today’s lesson is shorter than normal to allow time for the following assignment. 
You may be able to do it today, but you might choose to set aside time later in the 
week. Plan to complete the assignment prior to your next small group session. This 
assignment may require some planning or adjustments. Feel free to modify the assign- 
ment to your personal needs and circumstances. 


Ojos as Adam and Eve walked with God in the cool of the day, set 
aside at least 30 minutes for a time to walk with God. If your location, 
physical condition, and weather permit, find a place outside to walk. 
Use this time to get out of your routine. You may even want to plan a 
special trip for part of a day to be alone with God. The place could be: 
in your neighborhood, a wooded area in the country, a city park, a 
beach, a garden, a mountain road, a lakeshore, or somewhere private. 


SUMMARY Spend time walking and talking with God. If the location 
STATEMENTS permits, you may even want to talk out loud. Focus your thoughts 
on your heavenly Father’s love for you and your love for Him. Praise 
When my relationship is as it Him for His love and mercy. Thank Him for expressions of His love 
ought to be, | will always be to you. Be specific. Express your love for Him through worship. 


in fellowship with the Father. 
After your walk, use the space below, in the margin, or in your 


| will make the priority in journal to write about your feelings. Answer the following: 
my life to love Him with all e How did you feel as you walked and talked with God? 
my heart. n 


O eS 
| will have my quiet time 

because | know Him and love * What aspect of your love relationship with God did you become aware of? 
Him, not just because | want 
to learn more about Him. 


e If this was a difficult or an emotionally uneasy time, why do you think it was? 


e What happened that was especially meaningful or joyful? 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


—— eee 
nn alae tienen e ese ae ee eee ES E 
SSS 


GOD PURSUES A 
~ LOVE RELATIONSHIP 


God always takes the initiative in our love relationship. The witness of the entire Bible 
testifies that God pursues us and orchestrates ways for us to experience Him. He came 
to Adam and Eve in the garden. In love He had fellowship with them and they with 
Him. He came to Noah, Abraham, Moses, and the prophets. God took the initiative 


for people in the Old Testament to experience Him in a personal fellowship of love. 


In the New Testament, Jesus approached His disciples and chose them to be with Him 
and to experience His love. He came to Paul on the Damascus road. 
In our natural human state we do not seek God on our own initiative. 


Read Romans 3:10-12 in the margin and answer these questions. 
a. How many people are naturally righteous? 
b. How many people understand spiritual truths on their own? 


c. How many people naturally seek God? 
d. How many people instinctively do good? 


No one! Not even one! Sin has marred us so deeply that we don’t seek God on our 
own initiative. Therefore, if we are to have a relationship with Him and His Son, God 
must take the initiative. This is exactly what He does. 


Read John 6:44-45,65 in the margin and answer these questions. 
a. Who can come to Jesus without being drawn by the Father? 


b. What does a person do who listens to the Father and learns from Him? 


allla 


c. What is the only way a person can come to Jesus? 


“The LORD appeared to him from far away. 
I have loved you with an everlasting love; 

therefore I have continued to extend faithful love to you” 
(Jer. 31:3). 


I led them with human cords, 
with ropes of love. 

To them I was like one who eases the yoke from their jaws; 
I bent down to give them food (Hos. 11:4). 


God reaches out to you with an everlasting love. Based on that love He pursues you. 
He has drawn you with cords of love when you were not His friend but His enemy. 
He gave His Son to die for you. If you are going to experience God and know His 
will, you must be absolutely convinced of God’s love for you. 


UNIT 3 


God takes the initiative. 
He chooses us, loves us, 
and reveals His eternal 
purposes for our lives. 


Romans 3:10-12 


“There is no one righteous, 
not even one. There is no one 
who understands; there is no 
one who seeks God. All have 
turned away; all alike have 
become worthless. There 
is no one who does what is 
good, not even one.” 


John 6:44-45,65 


“No one can come to me 
[Jesus] unless the Father 
who sent me draws him... 
Everyone who has listened 
to and learned from the 
Father comes to me. 

This is why | told you that 
no one can come to me 
unless it is granted to 
him by the Father.” 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


Matthew 16:13-17 


“When Jesus came to the 

region of Caesarea Philippi, 
he asked his disciples, 
‘Who do people say the Son 
of Man is?’ 

“They replied, ‘Some 
say John the Baptist; others 
say Elijah; and still others, 
Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.’ 

““But what about you?’ 
he asked. ‘Who do you say 
| am?’ 

“Simon Peter answered, 
‘You are the Christ, the Son 
of the living God.’ 

“Jesus replied, ‘Blessed 
are you, Simon son of Jonah, 
for this was not revealed 
to you by man, but by my 
Father in heaven.’ ” 
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& How do you know God loves you? What evidence in your life 
convinces you that God loves you? 


God came to Saul, later known as Paul (see Acts 9:1-19). Saul was opposing God and His 
people and was fighting against God’s Son. Jesus came to Saul and revealed the Father's 
purposes of love for him. This is also true in our lives. We do not choose Him. He chooses 
us, loves us, and reveals His eternal purposes for us (see Rom. 8:29-30). 

Jesus said to His disciples, “You did not choose me, but I chose you. I appointed 
you. However, because you are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of it, the 
world hates you” (John 15:16,19). Didn’t Peter choose to follow Jesus? No. Jesus chose 
Peter. Peter responded to God’s invitation. God took the initiative. 

Peter was responding to God’ initiative in his life (see Matt. 16:13-17). Jesus asked 
the disciples who people said He was. Then He asked them who they thought He was. 
Peter correctly answered, “You are the Messiah.” Then Jesus made a profound state- 
ment: “Flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but my Father in heaven.” 


How did Peter learn that Jesus was the Christ, the promised 
Messiah? 


In essence Jesus said, “Peter, you could never have known and confessed that I am the 
Christ unless My Father had been at work in your life. He caused you to know who 
I am. You are responding to the Father’s activity in your life.” 

Do you realize that from the beginning of time, God determined to love you? 
Apart from His work in your life, you never would have become a Christian. He had 
something in mind when He called you. He began to work in your life. You expe- 
rienced a love relationship with God when He took the initiative. He opened your 
understanding. He drew you to Himself. 


(5 wnat did God do to draw you to Himself, specifically? 


a — TT 


When you responded to His invitation, He brought you into a love relationship with 
Himself. You would never experience that love if God had not first reached out to you. 
You cannot recognize God’s activity unless He takes the initiative to reveal it to you. 


Number the following items from 1 to 4 in the order they occur 
in the development of a love relationship with God. 
a. God comes into my life and fellowships with me. 
___b. I respond to God’ activity in my life and invite Him 
to do in my life what He pleases. 
____c. God expresses His love and reveals Himself to me. 
____ d. God chooses me because of His love. 


Some of these actions can seem to happen at the same time. Yet we can be sure of this: 
God takes the initiative; then we respond. I numbered the items a—4, b-3, c-2, d-1. 
God always takes the initiative in loving us. 


UNIT 3 


The following Scriptures speak of God’s initiative in the love relation- 
ship. Read each verse. Then briefly summarize how God acts (acted) 
or what He does (did) to take the initiative. 


“The LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the hearts of 
your descendants, and you will love him with all your heart and all 
your soul so that you will live” (Deut. 30:6). 


“All things have been entrusted to me by my Father. No one knows 
who the Son is except the Father, who the Father is except the Son, 
and anyone to whom the Son desires to reveal him” (Luke 10:22). 


“You did not choose me, but I chose you. I appointed you to go and 
produce fruit and that your fruit should remain” (John 15:16). 


“It is God who is working in you both to will and to work according 
to his good purpose” (Phil. 2:13). 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


“This is how we have come to know love: He [Jesus Christ] laid down 
his life for us” (1 John 3:16). 

ee O God always takes the initia- 
tive in this love relationship. 
“See! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and z z E 
opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he | do not choose Him. He 


with me” (Rev. 3:20). chooses me, loves me, and ; l 
reveals His eternal purposes 
for my life. 2 


& God always takes the initiative to establish and deepen your love 
relationship with Him. What is God currently initiating in your life | cannot know God's activity 
that you need to respond to? unless He takes the initiative 

to reveal it to me. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 
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God's plan for the 
advancement of His 
kingdom depends on 
His relationship 
with His people. 
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AREAL, PERSONAL, ` 
PRACTICAL RELATIONSHIP 


The relationship God wants to have with you will be real and personal. By “real” 
I mean that God is more than a doctrine or a person in history. He wants to interact 

with you on a personal level today. He is also practical in how He relates to you. Some 

people ask, Can a person actually have a real, personal, and practical relationship with 

God? They seem to think God is far off and unconcerned about their day-to-day 

living. That is not the God we see in the Scriptures. 


Read each Scripture passage and describe at least one fact indicating 
the relationship the person(s) had with God was real, personal, and/ 
or practical. If you are already familiar with the account, you may 
answer from your present knowledge of the passage. 

a. Adam and Eve after they sinned (see Gen. 3:20-21): 


b. Hagar when she fled from Sarai (see Gen. 16:1-13): 


a aaaaaaaaaasasasasasasasalalalalalalalalalalauasaaassasasasasassssstltltltltltlltlllluulM$l$l 


c. Hannah when she poured out her grief to God (1 Sam. 1:9-18): 


ee 


d. Twelve Jesus sent out to preach (see Mark 6:7-13): 


I 


e. Peter in prison awaiting trial (see Acts 12:1-17): 


OO 


f. John on the island of Patmos (see Rev. 1:9-20): 


a aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasasesesestststltltltltltltlslslslsl$l 


From Genesis to Revelation we see God relating to people in real, personal, intimate, 
and practical ways. God had wonderful fellowship with Adam and Eve, walking in the 
garden with them in the cool of the day. When they sinned, God pursued them to 
restore the love relationship. He met a practical need by providing clothing to cover 
their nakedness. 

Hagar fled for her life after Sarai used and mistreated her. When she reached 
the end of her resources, had nowhere else to turn, when all hope was gone, and 
everyone had forsaken her, God came to Hagar. In her relationship with God, she 
learned that God saw her, knew her needs, and would lovingly provide for her. God 
is extremely personal. 

Hannah experienced years of disappointment and hurt. She poured out her sorrow 
in worship and God met her need in a very practical and powerful way, giving her a son, 
Samuel, the following year. 


The disciples also had a real, personal, and practical relationship with Jesus. Jesus 
chose them to be with Him. What a joy it must have been to walk with Jesus daily as 
the twelve disciples did! When Jesus gave them a difficult assignment, He did not send 
them out without any help. He gave them instruction and authority they had never 
known before, even over evil spirits. 

In some places of the world, obedience to the Lord results in imprisonment. This 
was Peter’s experience. In answer to prayer, the Lord miraculously delivered him. This 
was so dramatic Peter first thought it was a dream. The Christians who were praying 
for Peter thought he was an angel when he appeared at the door. Soon they discovered 
the Lord’ deliverance was real. That deliverance probably saved Peter’ life. 

In exile on the island of Patmos, John was spending the Lord’s Day in fellow- 
ship with God. During this time of communion in the Spirit, the revelation of Jesus 
Christ came to John to “show his servants what must soon take place” (Rev. 1:1). This 
message has encouraged churches from John’s day until now. 

Do you sense, as you read Scripture, God expressed Himself to people in personal 
and practical ways? Do you see their relationships with God were practical? Was He 
also real and personal to Noah? to Abraham? to Moses? to Isaiah? Yes! Has God 
changed? No! What was true in the Old Testament also occurred during the time of 
Jesus’ life and ministry. It was the same after the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 
Your life can also reflect a real, personal, and practical relationship as you respond to 
God’s work in your life. 


& Briefly describe an experience in your life when God was real, 
personal, and practical in His relationship with you. 


aaa 
a ee eee 
SSS 


Love must be personal and practical. A person cannot love without someone to love. A 
love relationship with God takes place between two persons. A relationship with God 
is not merely a belief system, it is personal. This has always been His desire. His efforts 
are expended to bring this desire to reality. God is a Person pouring His life into yours. 
Christianity is a personal, practical, progressive relationship with almighty God. 

If for some reason you cannot think of a time when your relationship with God 
was real, personal, and practical, spend time evaluating your current relationship with 
Him. Go to the Lord in prayer and ask Him to reveal the true nature of your walk 
with Him. Ask Him to bring you into the kind of relationship He desires for you. If 
you realize you have never entered a saving relationship with God, turn to the activity 
on page 8 for help in settling that most important issue now. 


GOD'S PRESENCE AND WORK 
IN YOUR LIFE ARE PRACTICAL 


Some people say to me, “Henry, what you are suggesting about doing God’s will is not 
practical in our day.” I always differ with them. God is an extremely practical God. He 
was in Scripture. He is the same today. When He provided manna, quail, and water for 
the children of Israel, He was being extremely practical. When Jesus fed five thousand 
people, He was being practical. The God I see revealed in Scripture is real, personal, 
and practical. You can trust God to be exceedingly practical as He relates to you too. 


UNIT 3 


a> 


God's constant 
presence is the 
most practical 

part of your life 
and ministry. 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


God’s constant presence is the most practical aspect of your life and ministry. 
Unfortunately, we often assign God a limited role in our lives. We only call on Him 
when we need help.That is the exact opposite of what we find in God’s Word. He is the 
One who is working in our world. He invites you to relate to Him so He accomplishes 
His work through you. His plan for the advancement of His kingdom depends on His 
working in real and practical ways through His people. 

Knowing and experiencing God through a real and personal relationship was 
practical in the Scriptures. I believe you will find that this kind of walk with God will 
be profoundly helpful to you as well. God can make an enormous difference in your 
relationships in your family, in your church, and with other people. 


(3) Can you describe your relationship with God as real, personal, 


and practical? 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


The relationship God wants 
to have with me will be real 
and personal. 


God's plan for the advance- 
ment of the kingdom 
depends on His working 

in real and practical ways 
through His relationships 
with His people. 


U Yes 


QO No Why or why not? 


LEE 


What is one area of your life you would like God to be more: 1) real; 
2) personal; 3) practical? Pray you will be responsive to all He does in 
these areas of your life in the coming days. 


Review your Scripture memory verses and be prepared to recite 
them to a partner in your small group session this week. 


If you have not taken time to walk with God and write about the 
experience in day 3, try to do so before your small group session. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- 
ment or Scripture you read today? 


Reword the statement or Scripture 
into a prayer of response to God. 


What does God want you to do 
in response to today’s study? 


1. Carrie is doing well today. She graduated from seminary, married, has two beautiful children and served with her husband 
as a church planter in Germany for sixteen years before relocating to Atlanta. 


2. Rhea F. Miller, “I'd Rather Have Jesus,” © Copyright 1922. Renewal 1950. Assigned to Chancel Music, Inc. International 
copyright secured. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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UNIT 3 


GOD PURSUES A LOVE RELATIONSHIP 


SSES SONN S 


VIDEO TEACHING NOTES 


1. Christianity is not a religion; it’s a relationship. 

2. No matter how far you go, no matter how hard you run, God continues to pursue 
you in a love relationship. 

3. We don’t have quiet times so we can grow to love God. We have quiet times 
because we love God. 

4. When you find yourself too busy to spend time with God, you don’t have a 
scheduling problem, you have a love problem. 

5. God is love. He is the standard and everything else has to measure up to Him. 

6. If you don’t feel like you love God as you ought, don’t panic. God is still pursuing 
you. Open your heart to all that God is doing, even today. 


YOUR NOTES 


UNIT REVIEW 


Which of the following ought to be the primary influence in shaping your 
life? Why (p. 57)? 
U a. My past U b. My future 


Who takes the initiative in establishing a love relationship between you 
and God (p. 61)? 

U a. I do. 

U b. My pastor does. 

U c. God does. 


Fill in the blanks to complete the second reality of experiencing God. 
God a continuing 


relationship 
with you that is and 


Check your answers, using the pages cited in parentheses. 


Scriptures 
Referenced 


Hosea 1:2-3 
Hosea 3:1 

Mark 12:30 
Psalm 16:11 


Sharing Time 

e Things in which you 
are investing your life, 
time, and resources and 
the adjustments God 
wants you to make 
(activities 7—8, 
pp. 58-59) 

e Reasons you know 
God loves you 
(activity 3, p. 62) 

e An experience when 
God was real, personal, 
or practical in His 
relationship to you 
(activity 2, p. 65) 

e One of the most 
meaningful statements 
or Scriptures from this 
unit’s lessons and your 
prayer response to God. 
Choose one from pages 
55,59, 63, and 66. 


Streamable session 
videos are included 
with the purchase price 
of this book. Look for 
your access code on the 
insert attached in the 


back of this book. 
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VERSE TO MEMORIZE 


LOVE & 


GOD'S INVITATION 


God Is Provider 


When the church I led in Canada started its first mission, we called Jack Conner as 
our mission pastor. However, we had no money for moving expenses and no funds 
for his salary. Jack had three children in school, so we felt we ought to pay him at 
least a modest salary to provide for his family. We prayed that God would provide for 
his moving expenses and salary since our church had no funds to pay him ourselves. 
I had never guided a church to do that before. We had stepped out in faith, believing 
God wanted Jack to be the pastor of our mission in Prince Albert. Except for a few 
people in California, I didn’t know anyone who could help us financially. I began to 
ask myself, How in the world will God make this provision? Then it dawned on me that as 
long as God knew where I was, He could lead anyone in the world to find me. As long 
as He knew our situation, He could place our need on the heart of anyone He chose. 

Jack sold his house, got in his car with his family, and set out for Canada, still not 
knowing how he would be paid or if his expenses would be covered, but convinced 
that God had called him. While Jack was on his way, I received a letter from a church 
in Fayetteville, Arkansas, that read, “God has laid it on our heart to send 1 percent of 
our mission giving to Saskatchewan missions. We are sending a check to use however 
you choose.” I did not know how they got involved with us at that time, but a check 
arrived for $1,100. 

A few days later, I received a phone call from someone who heard about what 
we were doing and wanted to send regular financial support. The person’s pledge 
completed the amount of money we needed for Jack’s monthly salary. Just as I got off 
the phone, Jack pulled into our driveway. 

I asked, “Jack, what did it cost to move you?” 

He said, “Well, Henry, as best I can tell, it cost me $1,100.” I can’t begin to 
describe for you what a joyous lunch we shared together that day as we celebrated 
God’s goodness! 

We took a step of faith by believing that the God who knows where we are is 
the God who can mobilize people anywhere in the world and cause them to know 
where we are and what we need. We made the adjustments and were obedient. We 
believed that the God who called Jack had also said, “I AM Provider.” As we obeyed, 
God demonstrated Himself to be our Provider. In an extremely practical way, that 
experience led us to a deeper love relationship with our all-sufficient God. 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


I know God more 
intimately as He reveals 
Himself to me through 

my experiences 
with Him. 
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KNOW GOD 


This unit continues to focus on your love relationship with God. You will find that 
the call to a relationship is also a call to be on mission with Him. If you want to know 
God’s will, you must respond to His invitation to love Him wholeheartedly. God 
works through those He loves in order to carry out His Kingdom purposes in the 
world. During this unit we will look at how God invites you to become involved with 
Him in His work. 


KNOWING GOD BY EXPERIENCE 


You will never be satisfied merely to know about God. You come to know God through 
experience as He reveals Himself to you and you respond to what He says. When Moses 
was at the burning bush, he asked God,“If I go to the Israelites and say to them,“The God 
of your ancestors has sent me to you, and they ask me, “What is his name?’ what should 
I tell them?” (Ex. 3:13). 

God responded, “I AM WHO | AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I Am 
has sent me to you’ ” (Ex. 3:14). When God said,“I aM wHo I AM,” He meant “I aM the 
eternal One. I will be what I will be.” He was saying, “I am everything you will need. 
Just fill in the blank for your particular situation:“I am ...” During the next forty years 
Moses came to know God experientially as Jehovah or Yahweh, the great I AM. 

In the Bible, God took the initiative to reveal Himself to people by experience. 
Frequently, when God revealed Himself to individuals, He disclosed a new name to 


, 


them or described Himself in a fresh way. To a Hebrew, a person’s name represented 
his character and described his nature. This is why in the Bible we frequently see new 
names or titles for God following an event in which someone experienced God in a 
fresh way. To know God by name required a personal experience of His presence. 

Biblical names, titles, and descriptions of God therefore identify ways Bible char- 
acters personally came to know God. The Scriptures are a record of God’s revelation 
of Himself to people. Each name for God is a part of that revelation. 

For example, Joshua and the Israelites were fighting the Amalekites. Moses was 
overseeing the battle from a nearby mountain. While he held his hands up to God, the 
Israelites were victorious. When he wearily lowered his hands, they began to lose. God 
defeated the Amalekites through Israel that day. Moses built an altar and gave it the 
name “The Lorb Is My Banner.” A banner is the standard that goes in front of an army 
to indicate whom it represents. “The Lorp Is My Banner” says we are God’s people; 
He is our God. Moses’ uplifted hands gave constant glory to God, indicating the battle 
was His and Israel belonged to Him. Israel came to know God in a deeper way as they 
realized anew, “We are God’s people; the Lord is our Banner.” (See Ex. 17:8-15.) 


For another example, read Genesis 22:1-18 and answer the following. 
a. What did God ask Abraham to do (v. 2)? 


b. What do you think verse 8 indicates about Abraham? 


c. What did God do for Abraham (v. 13)? 


d. What name did Abraham give the place (v. 14)? 


e.Why did God promise to bless Abraham (vv. 15-18)? 


God was in the process of developing Abraham’s character to be the father of a nation. 
He put Abraham’s faith and obedience to the test, bringing Abraham to a crisis of belief. 
Abraham had faith that the Lord would provide (see v. 8). He adjusted his life to act on 
his belief that God was Provider. He obeyed God. When God provided a ram, Abraham 
came to an intimate knowledge of God by experiencing God as his Provider. 


Look at the seven realities on the inside back cover. How does 
Abraham’s experience of God follow that sequence? 


At the beginning of this unit, you read how my church and Jack Conner came to 
know God as Provider. God revealed Himself to us through our experience of Him 
at work in our lives. 

As a pastor of college students, I regularly met with the students. I knew they 
were in a period of rapid change in their lives, and I wanted to help them as they made 
major life decisions. A wonderful young woman who was studying nursing came to 
my Office. I had been praying for her and God’s work in her life. We talked about her 
alcoholic father. We discussed her decision to continue in nursing. Then I looked at 
her and said, “I want you to know that God has laid on my heart to pray for a husband 
for you.” 

She asked, “Are you serious?” 

I said, “I am serious. Because you had an alcoholic father and have experienced 
so much turmoil and heartache, I believe God wants to give you a wonderful man to 
love you for who you are. I want you to know that, beginning today, I am praying that 
God will give you a wonderful, loving husband.” 

The young woman wept. She and I began to pray that God would provide her 
a life partner. About three months later, God brought into our church a young man 
who was an engineering student. The two fell in love, and I performed their wedding 
ceremony. Today, they have two children and have faithfully and joyfully served their 
Lord for many years. 

How did this college student know God could provide a husband? She claimed 
who God was and then watched and prayed as God acted toward her in that way. She 
was willing to receive the one God gave her. She was prepared to respond when God 
revealed His choice to her. Then she came to know God as the Provider of partners. 


E Describe an event through which you know you experienced God 
at work in your life. 
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I E a ŘŘŮ— 
What name could you use to describe the God you experienced? 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


Read the following list of names, titles, and descriptions of God. 
Check those that describe God in ways you have personally 
experienced Him. 


U My Advocate (Job 16:19) 

U Comforter in sorrow (Jer. 8:18) 
Q Wonderful Counselor (Isa. 9:6) 
ü My strong Deliverer (Ps. 140:7) 
Q) Our Father (Isa. 64:8) 

Q A sure Foundation (Isa. 28:16) 

Q God Almighty (Gen. 17:1) 

Q God who avenges me (Ps. 18:47) 


Q Our Guide (Ps. 48:14) 
Q Our Help (Ps. 33:20) 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


Q Great High Priest (Heb. 4:14) 
Q My Hope (Ps. 71:5) 

Q Righteous Judge (2 Tim. 4:8) 
Q) Our Leader (2 Chron. 13:12) 
U Light of life john 8:12) 

Q) Lord of the harvest (Matt. 9:38) 
(The Most Holy (Dan. 9:24) 

Q) Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6) 

Q Refuge and Strength (Ps. 46:1) 
Q My Savior (Ps. 42:5) 

Q) Sovereign Lord (Luke 2:29) 

Q) My Support (2 Sam. 22:19) 


Q) Bread of life (John 6:35) 

U My Confidence (Ps. 71:5) 

0 Defender of widows (Ps. 68:5) 
Q) Faithful and True (Rev. 19:11) 
Q A consuming Fire (Deut. 4:24) 
Q My Friend (Job 16:20) 

Q) God of all comfort (2 Cor. 1:3) 
Q God who saves me (Ps. 51:14) 
Q Head of the church (Eph. 5:23) 
Q My Hiding Place (Ps. 32:7) 

ü Holy One among you (Hos. 11:9) 
U Jealous (Ex. 34:14) 

U King of kings (1 Tim. 6:15) 
Your Life (Col. 3:4) 

Q) Lord of lords (1 Tim. 6:15) 

Q Mediator (1 Tim. 2:5) 

Q Our Peace (Eph. 2:14) 

Q My Redeemer (Ps. 19:14) 

Q My Salvation (Ex. 15:2) 

Q The Good Shepherd (John 10:11) 
Q) My Stronghold (Ps. 18:2) 

U Good Teacher (Mark 10:17) 


Did you see that you have come to know God through experience? Could you check 


any of the names and not think of an experience in which God acted that way in your 


Knowing God comes only 
through experience as He 
reveals Himself to me. 


life? For instance, you could not have known God as Comforter in sorrow unless you 
had experienced His comfort during a time of sorrow. You come to know God when 
He reveals Himself to you. You come to know Him as you experience Him. That 


is why we have titled this course Experiencing God. You come to know God more 


I know God more intimately 
as He reveals Himself to me 
through my experiences 
with Him. 


intimately as He reveals Himself to you through your experiences with Him. 


Write your Scripture memory verse for this unit in the margin above 
and review your verses from other units. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- 
ment or Scripture you read today? 
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Reword the statement or Scripture 
into a prayer of response to God. 


What does God want you to do 
in response to today’s study? 


UNIT 4 


WORSHIP GOD 


Yesterday you learned that you come to know God by experience at His initiative. You 
learned that a Hebrew name described a person’s character or nature. The name was 


closely associated with the person and his activity. Thus, to call on someone’s name To worship is to 
was to seek his presence. God’s name is majestic and worthy of our praise. David wrote reverence and honor 
about the majesty of God’s name in Psalm 8:1. Acknowledging God’s name amounts God, to acknowledge 
to recognizing who God is. Calling on His name indicates that you are seeking His Him as worthy 
presence. Praising His name is praising Him. of your praise. 


Seeing God’s names in Scripture can inspire you to worship Him. To worship is 
to reverence and honor God, to acknowledge Him as worthy of your praise. Spend § <= 
this day worshiping God through His names. The psalms are rich in their instructions 
to direct your worship toward God through His names. 


Read the Scriptures below and on the next page. Circle or underline 
words or phrases that describe ways you can direct your worship toward Ways to 


God through His names. Worship God 
¢ Bless His name 
“Save us, LORD our God, LORD, our Lord, * Glory in His name 
and gather us from the nations, how magnificent is your name throughout the ° Rejoice in His name 
so that we may give thanks to your holy name earth! (Ps. 8:1) e Call on His name 
and rejoice in your praise” (Ps. 106:47). e Hope in His name 
“Revive us, and we will call on your name” * Remember the name 
“All the nations you have made (Ps. 80:18). * Declare His name 
will come and bow down before you, Lord, * Know His name 
and will honor your name” (Ps. 86:9). “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and e Seek His name 
sisters” (Ps. 22:22). e Fear His name 
“| will praise you forever for what you have done. ° Lift up hands 
| will put my hope in your name, for itis “Give me an undivided mind in His name 
good” (Ps. 52:9). to fear your name” (Ps. 86:11). e Sing praise to His name 
e Give thanks to His name 
“Those who know your name trust in you, “Cover their faces with shame * Love His name 
because you have not abandoned those so that they will seek your name, LORD” ° Sing to His name 
who seek you, LORD” (Ps. 9:10). (Ps. 83:16). * Glorify His name 
e Praise His name 
“Let all who take refuge in you rejoice; “| will thank the LORD for ¢ Trust in His name 
let them shout for joy forever. his righteousness; 
May you shelter them, | will sing about the name of the 
and may those who love your name LORD Most High” (Ps. 7:17). 


boast about you” (Ps. 5:11). 
“The whole earth will worship you 


“We boast in God all day long: and sing praise to you. 
we will praise your name forever” They will sing praise to your name” 
(Ps. 44:8). (Ps. 66:4). 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


Use these ways to worship God. Turn to “Names, Titles, and Descrip- 
tions of God” on page 268. Spend the remainder of your study time 
today in worship. The names direct your attention to Him, who He 
is, and what He does. Praise Him for who He is. Thank Him for what 
He has done. Glorify Him. Love and adore Him. Seek Him. Trust 
Him. Sing to Him. Take as much time as you like for this period of 
worship. Make this a meaningful time to experience your love rela- 
tionship with the Lord. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


If | love Him, 
I will obey Him! 


John 14:21 


“The one who has my 
commands and keeps them 
is the one who loves me. 
And the one who loves me 
will be loved by my Father. 
| also will love him and will 
reveal myself to him.” 


74 


LOVE GOD 


God takes the initiative to pursue a love relationship with you. This love relationship 
is not a one-sided affair. He wants you to know Him, worship Him, and love Him. 


Read John 14:21 in the margin and answer these questions. 
a. Who is the one who loves Jesus? What does he have and do? 


b. How does the Father respond to the one who loves Jesus? 


c. What two things will Jesus do for the one who loves Him? 


Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my commands” (John 14:15). When you 
obey Jesus, you demonstrate that you love Him and trust Him. The Father loves those 
who love His Son. For those who love Him, Jesus said He would love them and show 
Himself to them. Obedience is the outward expression of your love for God. The 
reward for your obedience and love is that Jesus will reveal Himself to you. Jesus set an 
example for you in His life. He said, “On the contrary, so that the world may know that 
I love the Father, I do as the Father commanded me” (John 14:31). Jesus obeyed every 
command of the Father. He demonstrated His love for the Father by obedience. 


2 How can you demonstrate your love for God? 


A love relationship with God requires that you demonstrate your love by obedience. If 
you love Him, you will obey Him. This is not just following the letter of the law but 
following the spirit of the command as well. Ifyou have an obedience problem, you have 
a love problem. Focus on loving God so much that you willingly obey everything He says. 


GOD'S NATURE 


God’ nature is love. He will never function contrary to His nature. God will never express 
His will toward you except as an expression of His perfect love. He can’t! He will never 
give you second best. His nature will not allow Him to. He will bring discipline, judgment, 
and wrath on those who continue in sin and rebellion. His discipline, however, is always 
based on love (see Heb. 12:6). Because God’s nature is love, the way He expresses Himself 
to you is always best. Two verses describe His love toward us: “God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only Son” (John 3:16) and “This is how we know what love 
is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us” (1 John 3:16). 

“God is love” (1 John 4:16). Your absolute trust in God’s love is crucial. This has 
been a powerful influence in my life. I never look at circumstances without seeing them 
against the backdrop of the cross. My relationship with God determines everything I do. 


Do you believe that God’s will for you is always best? Why or why not? 
How does your walk with God reflect your confidence in God’s love? 


Your relationship with God reveals what you believe about Him. It is spiritually impos- 
sible for you to truly believe one way and live another. If you believe God is love, you 
will also accept the fact that His will is always best. By nature God is omniscient—all- 
knowing. He has all knowledge—past, present, and future. Nothing is outside His 
understanding. Whenever God guides you, therefore, His directions are always right 
and trustworthy. 


Have you ever asked God to give you several alternatives so you could choose 
the best one for you? How many options does God need to give you for you to have 
the best one? One! God always gets it right the first time! 


Do you ever argue with God? UYes Q No Do you ever refuse to 
obey what God says? If you do, what does that reveal about your view 
of God’s wisdom? 


Whenever God gives you a directive, it is always right. God’s will is always best. You 
never have to question whether His guidance is the best path for you. It always is. This 
is true because He loves you and knows the future. Because He loves you perfectly, 
you can trust Him and obey Him. 

God is omnipotent—all-powerful. He created the world from nothing. He will 
accomplish anything He purposes to do. If He asks you to do something, He Himself 
will enable you to accomplish it. We will look at this fact more closely in day 5. 


What is God currently asking you to do that appears impossible or 
extremely difficult? Why would He do that? How will you respond? 


UNIT 4 


aw 


If you have 
an obedience 
problem, you 

have a love 

problem. 


Hebrews 12:6 


“The Lord disciplines 


those he loves, and he 
punishes everyone he 
accepts as a son.” 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


Deuteronomy 
32:46-47 
“He said to them, ‘Take to 
heart all these words | am 
giving as a warning to 
you today, so that you may 
command your children to 
follow all the words of this 
law carefully. For they are 
not meaningless words 
to you but they are your 
life, and by them you will 
live long in the land you 
are crossing the Jordan to 


1” 


possess. 
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Match the fact about God’s nature on the left with the correct applica- 
tion statement on the right. Write the correct letters in the blanks. 


—_ 1. God is love. a. God’s directions are right. 
— 2. God is all-knowing. b. God can enable me to do His will. 
— 3. God is all-powerful. c. God’s will is best. 


When your life is in the middle of God’s activity, He will rearrange your think- 
ing. God’s ways and thoughts are so different from yours and mine they will often 
sound wrong or impossible. Your heart must be prepared to believe God and trust 
Him completely. You must believe that what He is doing is best for you. Don’t try to 
second-guess Him. Let Him be God. The answers are 1—c, 2—a, 3—b. 

God will begin to make Himself known to you simply as He would to a child. As 
you respond to Him in childlike trust,a whole new way of looking at life will begin to 
unfold for you. Your life will be fulfilling. You will never sense an emptiness or a lack 
of purpose in your life. God always fills your life with Himself. When you have Him, 
you have everything God has, available to your life. 


GOD'S COMMANDS 


When you hear words like commands, judgments, statutes, and laws, is your 
first impression negative or positive? “Negative L] Positive Why? 


God's commands are expressions of His love. In Deuteronomy 10:12-13 God declares 
that His commands are for our good: “What does the LORD your God ask of you 
except to fear the LORD your God by walking in all his ways, to love him, and to 
worship the LORD your God with all your heart and all your soul? Keep the Lorp’s 
commands and statutes I am giving you today, for your own good.” 


(8) Read Deuteronomy 32:46-47 in the margin. What effect should God’s 
words have for you? 


The foundation of these passages is the love relationship. When you come to know 
God by experience, you will be convinced of His love. When you are assured of His 
love, you can believe Him and trust Him. When you trust Him, you will obey Him. 
Scripture indicates, “This is what love for God is: to keep his commands. And his 
commands are not a burden” (1 John 5:3). 

God loves you deeply and profoundly. Because He loves you, He has given you 
guidelines for living so you will not miss the full dimensions of the love relationship. Life 
also has some land mines that can destroy you or harm your life. God does not want to 
see you miss His best, and He does not want your life destroyed by foolish choices. 

Suppose you were in a war-torn country and had to cross a field full of land mines. 
Suppose a person who knew exactly where each mine was buried offered to take you 
through the mine field. Would you say to him, “I don’t want you to tell me what to do. 
I have free will! I don’t want you to impose your ways on me”? 

I don’t know about you, but I would stay as close to that person as I could. I 
certainly would not wander off. His directions to me would preserve my life. He would 
say, “Don’t go that way, because that way will kill you. Go this way, and you will live.” 

That is the purpose of God’s commands. He wants you to receive life and have it 
abundantly. When the Lord gives you a command, He is trying to protect and preserve 


the best He has for you. He does not want you to forfeit His best for you. When God 
gives a command, He is not restricting you. He is freeing you. 


Read Deuteronomy 6:20-25 below. Then underline the purpose of 
God’s commandments, decrees, stipulations, and laws. 

“When your son asks you in the future, “What is the meaning of the decrees, 
statutes, and ordinances that the Lorp our God has commanded you?’ tell 
him, ... ‘The Lorp commanded us to follow all these statutes and to fear 
the Lorp our God for our prosperity always and for our preservation, as it 
is today. Righteousness will be ours if we are careful to follow every one of 
these commands before the Lord our God, as he has commanded us’ ” (Deut. 
6:20-25). 


God has given His commands so you can prosper and live life to its fullest measure. Let me 
give you an example. Suppose the Lord says, “Let me tell you where a beautiful, wonderful 
expression of love is. I will provide you with a spouse. Your relationship with this person 
will bring out the best in you. It will give you an opportunity to experience some of the 
deepest and most meaningful expressions of human love. That individual will encourage 
you, believe in you, and stand with you when you grow discouraged. That person will love 
you, believe in you, and trust you. From that relationship I will give you children who will 
sit on your knee and say, ‘I love you? ” 

But God also says, “Do not commit adultery” (Matt. 5:27). Is that command to 
limit or restrict you? No! It is to protect and free you to experience love at its best. 
What happens if you break the command and commit adultery? The love relationship 
is ruptured. Trust is gone. Hurt sets in. Guilt and bitterness creep in. Your children 
begin to struggle. Deep hurts severely limit the future dimensions of love you could 
have experienced together. 

God’s commands are designed to guide you to life’s best. You will not obey Him, 
however, if you do not believe and trust Him. You will not believe Him if you do 
not love Him. You cannot love Him unless you know Him. But if you really come to 
know God as He reveals Himself to you, you will love Him. If you love Him, you will 
believe and trust Him. If you believe and trust Him, you will obey Him. 

God is love. Because of His love, His will for you is always best. He is all-knowing, 
so His directions are always right. He has given His commands so you can prosper and 
live life to its fullest measure. If you love Him, you will obey Him! 
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Know Him 
Love Him 
Believe Him 
Trust Him 
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Obey Him 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


Obedience is the outward 
expression of my love for God. 


God is love. His will 
is always best. 


God is all-powerful. He can 
enable me to do His will. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- 
ment or Scripture you read today? 


Reword the statement or Scripture 
into a prayer of response to God. 


What does God want you to do 
in response to today’s study? 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


When you see the 
Father at work around 
you, that is your 
invitation to adjust 
your life to Him and 
join Him in that work. 


REALITY 3 
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“I’m a Pastor Once Again” 


| was attending a large convention meeting with my wife and my son Richard. Suddenly a man 
approached me and grabbed my hand. Fighting back his emotion, he explained that several years 
before, God had clearly called him to be a pastor. He had served in a church but had suffered 
deep hurts from vicious attacks by some of its members. He had resigned from the church, vowing 
never to serve in a church again. He obtained a good job in a new company and was soon a vice- 
president earning a large salary. For several years this man forsook his calling and immersed 
himself in his lucrative career. 

Then the church he attended began studying Experiencing God. Through that course God 
reminded the bitter man that His love for him had never changed; neither had His call on his 
life. With tears streaming down his face, the man choked out, “I’m a pastor once again!” Bitter 
circumstances had taken this dear man’s eyes off the love of his Lord, but as he returned to that 
love relationship, God enabled him to overcome the difficulties and pain he had faced in life. 


GOD INVITES YOU 
TO JOIN HIM 


The Bible is the record of God’s activity in the world. In it He reveals Himself (His 
nature), His purposes and plans, and His ways. The Bible is not primarily a book 
about individuals and their relationships with God, such as Abraham, Moses, and Paul. 
Rather, the Bible focuses on the activity of God and His relationships with individuals. 


(1) Describe a time when God invited you to become involved in His work. 


GOD WORKS THROUGH PEOPLE 


The Bible reveals that God has always been working in the world. He has never been 
absent from it or indifferent to what was taking place in history. When we read the 
Bible, we are reading God’s redemptive activity in our world. We see that He chooses 
to take the initiative and involve His people in His work. He determines to work 
through people to accomplish His purposes. 
* When God was about to judge the world, He came to Noah. He was going to 
do an awesome thing, and He was going to accomplish it through Noah. 
e When God was going to build a nation for Himself, He came to Abraham. God 
was going to carry out His will through Abraham. 
e When God heard the cry of the children of Israel and prepared to deliver them, 
He appeared to Moses. God came to Moses because of His plan to deliver the 
Israelites through him. 


Both the Old and New Testaments confirm that God works through people. When 
God’ fullness of time had come to redeem a lost world through His Son, He gave 12 
men to Jesus to prepare them to accomplish His purposes. 

When God is about to do something, He takes the initiative and comes to one 
or more of His servants to let them know what He is about to do. He invites them to 
adjust their lives to Him so He will accomplish His work through them. The prophet 
Amos stated that: 


The Lord Gop does nothing 
without revealing his counsel to his servants the prophets (Amos 3:7). 


In your own words, write out the process by which God typically 
accomplishes His purposes on earth. 


GOD'S REVELATION IS YOUR INVITATION 


You may be asking, How does God invite me to be involved with Him? Let’s review Jesus’ 
example from John 5:17,19-20. (See unit 1, p. 16.) 


Read the verses in the margin. How did Jesus know what to do 
in His Father’s work? 


How did Jesus respond? 


To experience God personally, remember God has been at work in our world from the 
beginning, and He is still working. Jesus lived His life aware that His Father was always 
at work around Him. He announced He had come not to do His own will but the 
will of the Father who had sent Him (see John 4:34; 5:30; 6:38; 8:29; 17:4). To know 
the Father’s will, Jesus said He watched to see what the Father was doing. Then Jesus 
joined Him in that work. 


In the box “‘Jesus’ Example,” circle the key word in statement 4 that 
tells what Jesus did to recognize the Father’s invitation to join Him. 


The Father loved the Son and took the initiative to come to Him and reveal what He 
(the Father) was doing or was about to do. The Son was alert for the Father's activity 
around Him so He could unite His life with what the Father was doing. 


UNIT 4 


a> 


God always takes 
the initiative to 
involve people 

in His work. 


John 5:17,19-20 


“My Father is still working, 
and | am working also. 
Truly | tell you, the Son is 
not able do anything on 
his own, but only what he 
sees the Father doing. For 
whatever the Father does, 
the Son likewise does these 
things. For the Father loves 
the Son and shows him 
everything he is doing.” 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


As God’ child, you are in a love relationship with Him. Because He loves you 
and wants to involve you in His work, He will show you where He is working so you 
can join Him. The key word in statement 4 is watch. Jesus watched to see where the 
Father was at work. Then He did what He saw the Father doing. For Jesus the revela- 
tion of where the Father was working was His invitation to join God’s activity. When 
you see the Father at work around you, that is your invitation to adjust your life to 
Him and join Him in that work. 

Is it possible for God to be working around you without your seeing it? Yes. Elisha 
and his servant were in the city of Dothan surrounded by an enemy army.The servant 
was terrified, but Elisha remained calm. “Elisha prayed, ‘Lorn, please open his eyes and 
let him see.” So the Lorp opened the servant’s eyes, and he saw that the mountain was 
covered with horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha” (2 Kings 6:17). Only when 
the Lord opened the servant’s eyes did he see God’s activity around him. 

Jesus wept over Jerusalem and its leaders as He prophesied the destruction that 
would take place in A.D. 70. He said, “If you knew this day what would bring peace— 
but now it is hidden from your eyes” (Luke 19:42). God was in their midst performing 
wonderful signs and miracles; yet they did not recognize Him. 

Two factors are important for you to recognize God’s activity around you. 
1.You must live in an intimate love relationship with God. 

2. God must take the initiative to open your spiritual eyes so you can see 
what He is doing. 


Why do you think you have missed joining God’s activity around you 
in the past? 


What are two factors important to your recognizing God’s activity 
around you? 

1, 

2. 


Unless God allows you to see where He is working, you will not recognize it. When 
God reveals to you what He is doing around you, that is your invitation to join Him. 
Recognizing God’s activity depends on your love relationship with Him and His 
taking the initiative to open your spiritual eyes to see His activity. 


WORKING WHERE GOD IS AT WORK 


Our church sensed God wanted us to start new churches all across central and western 
Canada. Hundreds of towns and villages needed a church. 


If you were in our situation, how would you decide where to begin 
working? 


Some churches would begin with a demographic study or a survey. Then they would 
tabulate the results and apply human logic to decide where the most promising, 
productive places might be to start a church. Instead, we tried to find out what God 
was already doing around us. We believed He would show us where He was at work, 


and that revelation would bring His activity to our attention. We began praying and 
watching to see what God would do next to answer our prayers. 

Allan was a small town 40 miles from Saskatoon that had never had a Protestant 
church. It desperately needed one. One of our members felt led to conduct a Vacation 
Bible School for the children in Allan. We said, “Let’s find out if God is at work there.” 
At the end of the week of Vacation Bible School, we held a parents night. We said to 
the group, “We believe God may want us to establish a church in this town. If any of 
you would like to begin a regular Bible-study group and be a part of a new church, 
would you come forward?” 

From the back of the hall a woman came who was weeping. She said, “I have 
prayed for 30 years that a church would be started in this town, and you are the first 
people to respond.” 

Right behind her came an elderly man. Deeply moved, he was also weeping. He 
said, “For years I was active in a church.Then I turned to alcohol. Four and a half years 
ago I came back to the Lord. I promised God then that I would pray four or five hours 
every day until God brought a church to our town. You are the first people to respond.” 

We didn’t have to take a survey. God had just shown us where He was at work! 
That was our invitation to join Him. We went back and joyfully shared with our 
church what God was doing. The congregation immediately voted to start a new 
church in Allan. That congregation eventually helped establish several other congrega- 
tions in surrounding towns. 

God hasn’t told us to go and do what we can. He has assured us that He is already 
at work bringing a lost world to Himself. If we will adjust our lives to Him, He will 
show us where He is working. That revelation is His invitation for us to become 
involved in what He is doing. Then when we join Him, He accomplishes His work 
through us. 


UNIT 4 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


God is at work in the world. 


God takes the initiative 
to involve me in His work. 


God must take the initiative 
to open my spiritual eyes 

so that | can see what He 

is doing. 


When | see the Father at work 


around me, that is my invita- 
tion to adjust my life to Him 
and join Him in that work. 


God's revelation is my 
invitation to join Him. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 
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What God initiates, 
He completes. 
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KNOWING WHERE GOD 
IS AT WORK 


Sometimes God tries to get our attention by revealing where He is at work. We see it, but 
we do not immediately identify it as His activity. We say to ourselves, I don’t know whether 
God wants me to get involved here. I had better pray about it. By the time we pray, the oppor- 
tunity to join God has passed us by. A tender, sensitive heart will be ready to respond to 
God at the slightest prompting. God sensitizes your heart to His so you are prepared to 
recognize and respond to what He is doing around you. 

If you are going to join God in His work, you need to know where He is working. 
The Scriptures identify things only God can do. You need to learn to identify these. 
Then when something happens around you that only God can do, you will recognize it is 
God's activity. This does not deny God’s initiative. Unless God opens your spiritual eyes, 
you will not know He is the One at work. He takes the initiative to open your eyes. 


THINGS ONLY GOD CAN DO 


At the beginning of unit 2, I gave an illustration of something only 
God can do. Review “College Campus Bible Studies” on page 31 
and write something only God can do. 


The Scriptures say no one can come to Christ unless the Father draws him (see 
John 6:44). People don’t seek God or pursue spiritual matters unless the Spirit of God 
is at work in their life. Suppose a neighbor, a friend, or one of your children begins to 
inquire about spiritual things. You do not have to question whether that is God draw- 
ing him or her. He is the only One who can do that. People do not seek God unless 
He is at work in their lives. 

For example, as Jesus passed through a crowd, He always looked for where the 
Father was at work. The crowd was not the harvest field. The harvest field was within 
the crowd. Jesus saw Zacchaeus in a tree. Jesus may have said to Himself, No one can 
seek Me with that kind of earnestness unless My Father is working in his heart. So 
Jesus pulled away from the crowd and said,“ Zacchaeus, hurry and come down because 
today it is necessary for me to stay at your house” (Luke 19:5). What happened? Salva- 
tion came to that household that day. Jesus always looked for the activity of the Father 
and joined Him. Salvation came as a result of Jesus’ joining His Father’s activity. 


& Read the following Scriptures and answer the questions that follow. 


“If you love me, you will keep my commands. And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever. He is 
the Spirit of truth. ... You do know him, because he remains with you 
and will be in you” (John 14:15-17). 


If you love and obey Christ, whom will the Father give you? List two of His 
names. 


Where will this Person live? 


“The Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 
name, will teach you all things and remind you of everything I have 
told you” (John 14:26). 


What are two things the Holy Spirit will do for Jesus’ disciples? 


“When he comes, he will convict the world about sin, righteousness, 
and judgment” (John 16:8). 


What are three things the Holy Spirit does? 


When you become a Christian, you enter a love relationship with Jesus Christ—God 
Himself. At that point the Counselor, the Spirit of truth, takes up residence in your 
life. He is always present to teach you. The Holy Spirit also convicts people of their 


sin. He convicts the world of righteousness and judgment. Here’s a list of some things 
only God can do. 


When you see one of these things happening, you know God is at work. He is active 
when you see someone coming to Christ, asking about spiritual matters, beginning to 
understand spiritual truth, experiencing conviction of sin, being convinced of Christ’s 
righteousness, or being convinced of judgment. 


WATCHING FOR GOD'S ACTIVITY 


Jim had worked hard to become the CEO of his company. For years he had focused 
on climbing the corporate ladder, paying whatever price was necessary to get to the 
top. God began to convict Jim that he had never asked God why He had placed him 
in his influential position. Jim prayed and asked God to open his eyes to what He was 
doing in the company. That week someone on his staff began talking about the Bible. 
When Jim answered his questions, the employee asked him how he knew so much 
about the Bible. He asked Jim what he could do to know the Bible the way Jim did. 


Suppose you were in Jim’s place. How would you find out what 
to do next? 
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av 


Pray and watch 
to see what 
God does next. 


Pray and watch to see what God does next. Only the Father knows what He has 
purposed. He knows the best way to accomplish His will. He understands why He 
brought these individuals together in this company and why He elevated Jim to be 
CEO. After you pray, get off your knees and watch to see what God does next. For Jim, 
it might be to lead a Bible study for interested employees on Wednesdays during the 
lunch hour. Jim would watch to see what people said when they participated. Suppose 
someone in the plant comes to Jim and says, “My family is really having a hard time 
handling some medical expenses financially.” Or, “I am having an especially tough 
time with my teenager.” 

Make the connection. Jim prayed, “God, show me where You are at work.” He 
needs to make the connection between his prayers and what happens next. If you do 
not connect your prayer with what happens after you pray, you may miss God’s answer 
to your prayer. Always connect what happens next. Then what should Jim do? 

Find out what God is already doing by asking probing questions. Ask questions that 
reveal what is happening in that person’s life so you find out what God is doing: 


Listen. The person responds, “I really don’t have a relationship with God. But since 
having this problem with my teenager, I sure have been thinking about it.” Or “When 
I was a kid, I used to go to Sunday School. My mom and dad made me go. I got away 
from it, but our financial problems have really caused me to think about this.” Those 
statements sound as if God is at work in the person’s life. He may be drawing her to 
Himself, causing her to seek God, or bringing conviction of sin. 


Q wnat ways can you discern if God is working in someone’s life? 


Look again at the box “Things Only God Can Do” on page 83. 
What would you watch for as you look for God’s activity in the 
lives of people around you? List at least three. 


I would watch for someone who 


List in the margin the names of people around you who are currently 
experiencing God’s activity in their lives. 


When you want to know what God is doing around you, pray. Watch to see what 
happens next. Make the connection between your prayer and what happens next. Find 
out what God is doing by asking probing questions. Then listen. Be ready to make the 
adjustments required to join God in what He is already doing. 

A man visited our church by accident and saw in the bulletin statements request- 
ing prayer for our missions in Kyle, Prince Albert, Love, Regina, Blaine Lake, and other 
locations. He asked what the requests meant. I explained that our church had made a 
commitment: if God showed us where someone desired a Bible study or a church, we 
would respond. He asked, “You mean if I asked you to come and help us start a church 
in our town, you would come?” I told him we would, and he started to cry. He owned 
a construction company in Leroy, 75 miles east of us. He said he had been pleading 
with people to start a church in Leroy for 24 years. Nobody wanted to help. He asked 
if we would come. We established a church in Leroy and bought two lots on the main 
street. This man was so excited he bought a school building and moved it to the site. 
He eventually became its lay pastor. 

As a church we were already conditioned to recognize things only God could 
do. When He let us see where He was working, we immediately realized that was our 
invitation to join Him. Frequently, the reason we do not join God is because we are 
not committed to join Him. We want God to bless us, not to work through us. As a 
church, do not look for ways God is going to bless you. Look for ways God is going 
to work through you and beyond you to accomplish His purposes and bring glory to 
Himself. God’s work in you will bring a blessing to you and others, but the blessing is 
a by-product of your obedience and experience of God at work in your midst. 

Who can tell what a visitor can mean to your church? Ask questions about what 
God is doing in that person’s life. Then you will know how to adjust your life to be an 
instrument of God so He can accomplish His work through you. When you start to 
see God moving, adjust your life and respond. 


Has this illustration given you any ideas about how you can begin 
to watch for God’s activity around you? in your family? in your work? 
in your church? Write any ideas you have in the margin. 


The impressions you wrote down may be from God Himself. He may be inviting you 
to join His activity. Pray and watch to see what happens next. 


WHEN GOD SPEAKS 


We have spent two days focusing on God’s invitation for you to become involved with 

Him in His work. Be aware of two points about God’s invitation for you to join Him. 

1. God speaks when He is about to accomplish His purposes. Scripture demonstrates 
that when God reveals to you what He is doing, that is the time to respond. Although 
the completion of God’s work may take a long time—for example, Abram’s son was 
born 25 years after God’s promise—the time God comes to you is the time for your 
response. That is when you must adjust your life to Him. You may need to prepare 
for what He is going to do through you. 

2. What God initiates, He completes. Isaiah confirmed this truth when God said, 


I have spoken; so I will also bring it about. 
I have planned it; I will also do it” (Isa. 46:11). 


UNIT 4 


a> 


If God showed 
us where 
someone desired 
a Bible study 
or a church, we 
would respond. 


A> 


God speaks 
when He 
is about to 
accomplish 
His purposes. 
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SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


A tender, sensitive heart will 
be ready to respond to God 
at the slightest prompting. 


Pray and watch to see what 
God does next. 


Make the connection. Ask 
probing questions. Listen. 


God speaks when He is 
about to accomplish His 
purposes. 


What God initiates, 
He completes. 


Earlier he warned God’s people, 


The LORD of Armies has sworn: 
As I have purposed, so it will be; 

as I have planned it, so it will happen. 
For the LORD of Armies himself has planned it; therefore, who can 
stand in its way? 

It is his hand that is outstretched, so who can turn it back? 
(Isa. 14:24,27). 


God says that if He lets His people know what He is about to do, it is as good 
as done—He Himself will bring it to pass (also see 1 Kings 8:56; Phil. 1:6). 

When God speaks, He guarantees it will happen. This holds enormous implica- 
tions for individual believers, churches, and denominations. When we come to God 
to know what He is about to do where we are, we also have the assurance that what 
God reveals He is about to do will certainly occur. 


What God initiates, He always completes. 
What is the reason for your response? 


LJ Agree U Disagree 


If you disagreed with the statement, be sure to always base your understanding of God 
on Scripture, not on your personal opinion or experience alone. Throughout history, 
people have said they had a word from the Lord, but then it did not come to pass. Do 
not look to these kinds of experiences to determine your understanding of God. 

I must add a strong word of caution for spiritual leaders: if you ever indicate to God’s 
people that you have a word from the Lord, you are obligated to follow through with what 
Godsaid until He brings it to pass.God declared that anyone who says,I havea word from the 
Lord” but what they said does not come to pass they are a false prophet (see Deut. 18:18-22; 
Jer. 28:9; Ezek. 12:24-25). A true prophet of God declares a word from the Lord that 
comes to pass. God’s nature demands it! Whatever God says inevitably occurs. 


Review your Scripture memory verses and be prepared to recite 
them to a partner in your small group session this week. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- 
ment or Scripture you read today? 
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Reword the statement or Scripture 
into a prayer of response to God. 


What does God want you to do 
in response to today’s study? 


AW> 


UNIT 4 


LOVE AND GOD'S INVITATION 


VIDEO TEACHING NOTES 


1. One of the most beautiful things about our relationship with God is that 
He invites us to become involved with Him. 

2. Don’t ever underestimate what God can make of you. 

3.When you pray, do you stop and watch what God does after you pray? 

4.When God invites you into His activity, He does so from a place of being 
all-knowing and all-loving. 

5. Sometimes it’s not the big things God calls you to do, but the small things that 
have a big impact. 


YOUR NOTES 


UNIT REVIEW 


Match the fact about God’s nature on the left with the application state- 
ment on the right. Write the correct letters in the blanks (activity 6, p. 76). 
____ 1. God is love. 

____ 2. God is all-knowing. 
— 3. God is all-powerful. 


a. God’s directions are right. 
b. God can enable me to do His will. 
c. God’s will is best. 


Fill in the blanks in the third reality of experiencing God (activity 1, p. 78). 
God invites you to become 
with Him in His 


List at least three things only God can do (p. 83). 


Check your answers, using the pages cited in parentheses. 


Scriptures 
Referenced 


Ephesians 2:1 
Ephesians 2:10 
John 5:7, 19-20 
John 6:44 


Sharing Time 


e An event through 
which you have come 
to know God by expe- 
rience and the name 
that describes Him 
(activity 3, p. 71) 

e (Move to quads.) What 
you thought, felt, or 
experienced during 
worship on day 2 
(activity 2, p. 74) 

e Ideas for recognizing 
God’s activity around 
you (activity 7, p. 85) 

e One of the most 
meaningful statements 
or Scriptures from this 
unit’s lessons and your 
prayer responses to God. 
Choose one from pages 
72, 77,81, and 86. 


Streamable session 
videos are included 
with the purchase price 
of this book. Look for 
your access code on the 
insert attached in the 
back of this book. 


87 


VERSE TO MEMORIZE 


GOD SPEAKS, 
PART 1 


God’s Activity in Africa 


I had the privilege of ministering to missionary personnel in Africa. During the week 
I met a wonderful African-American missionary serving in Zambia. He told me of the 

millions of AIDS orphans in Africa and of the terrible suffering they endured. He shared 

his burden for African-American churches in the United States to minister to this enor- 
mous need. As the missionary shared, the Holy Spirit impressed on me that I was to be 

a part of God’s activity to meet this need. I told the missionary that I was deeply moved 

by what he had said and that I would be glad to help in any way I could. I explained 

that I did not have many contacts in African-American churches. Nevertheless, I would 

be praying, and I would respond to whatever God directed me to do next. 

I had been home for about two days when the phone rang. The call was from 
a leading African-American pastor in America. He said he was hosting one of the 
largest gatherings of African-American church leaders and wanted me to speak to them. 
I instantly recognized that God was giving me my next set of instructions. 

Not long after that, I received another unusual invitation. This time it was to 
speak to a group of ambassadors from Africa at the United Nations. After I shared with 
them about being spiritual leaders in their homelands, they gave me their business 
cards and asked me to visit their countries. Since that time, God has steadily revealed 
to me His great love for the people of Africa and for the millions of people who suffer 
there daily. As I responded to the request of one missionary, I had no idea God had 
so much He wanted to do through my life. Every conversation with God has limit- 
less possibilities attached to it, because He “is able to do above and beyond all that 
we ask or think according to the power that works in us” (Eph. 3:20). 
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GOD SPEAKS IN 
DIFFERENT WAYS 


A critical requirement for understanding and experiencing God is clearly knowing 


If a Christian does when He is speaking. If people don’t know when God is speaking, they are in trouble 
not know when God at the heart of their Christian lives. In this unit we will discover ways God speaks 
is speaking, he is in through the Holy Spirit to reveal Himself, His purposes, and His ways. We will also 
trouble at the heart examine ways God speaks through the Bible, prayer, circumstances, and the church or 
of his Christian life. other believers. 


GOD SPOKE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 


“Long ago God spoke to our ancestors by the prophets at different times and 
a E ean Rania em in different ways.” (Heb. 1:1). A truth that is evident throughout the Bible is that 
REALITY 4 God speaks to people. In the Old Testament God spoke in many different ways. 

He spoke through— 


Q 
(0? } = * angels (see Gen. 16); 


e visions (see Gen. 15); 
i Pj e dreams (see Gen. 28:10-19); 


£ ? * the use of the Urim and Thummim (see Ex. 28:30); 
g e symbolic actions (see Jer. 18:1-10); 

© e a gentle whisper (see 1 Kings 19:12); 
GOD SPEAKS e miraculous signs (see Ex. 8:20-25); 


e other ways. 


How God spoke in the Old Testament is not the most important factor. That He spoke 
is the crucial point. Those He spoke to knew He was God, and they understood what 
He was saying. 


s Do you have difficulty hearing God speak? If you do, why do you 
think that is? 


When was the last time you sensed that God was speaking to you? 


What did He say? 
av 


That God spo ke That God spoke to people is far more important than how He spoke. When He spoke, 


is the most the person knew God was speaking, and he understood what God was saying. Four 
: important truths characterize each instance when God spoke in the Old Testament. 
Impo rtant The burning-bush experience of Moses in Exodus 3 illustrates these truths. 

factor, not 


1.When God spoke, the experience was usually unique to that individual. For instance, 
h ow He SpO ke. Moses had no precedent for a burning-bush experience. He could not say, “Oh, this 
is my burning-bush experience. My fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, had theirs, and 
this is mine.” There were no other times when God spoke this way. God’s speaking is 
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unique: because He wants our experience with Him and His. voice to be personal to 
us. He wants us to look to Him in a relationship rather than depend on a method or 
a technique. If Moses had been around today, he would have been tempted to write a 
book titled My Burning-Bush Experience. Then people would search all over the coun- 
tryside for their burning bush. God spoke to Moses in a way that was unique to him. 
The key is not how God spoke but that He spoke. That has not changed. He still speaks 
to people in unique ways today. 


Has God communicated with you in a unique or unusual way? 
If so, describe it. 


2.When God spoke, the person was sure God was speaking. Because God communi- 
cated to Moses in a unique way, Moses had to be certain it was God. Scripture testifies 
that Moses had no question that his encounter was with God—the “I AM WHO 
I AM” (Ex. 3:14). He trusted God, obeyed Him, and experienced Him acting just as 
He said He would. Could Moses logically prove to someone else he had heard from 
God in a burning bush? No, all Moses could do was testify to his encounter with God. 
Only God could cause people to know that the word He gave Moses was a divine 
message. 

When someone like Gideon lacked assurance, God was gracious to reveal Himself 
even more clearly. When Gideon first asked for a sign, he prepared a sacrifice. Then “the 
angel of the Lord touched the meat and the unleavened bread. Fire flared from the rock, 
consuming the meat and the bread. And the angel of the Lord disappeared. When Gideon 
realized it was the angel of the Lord, he exclaimed, ‘Oh no, Lord Gop! I have seen the 
angel of the Lorp face to face!’ ” (Judg. 6:21-22). Gideon was sure God had spoken. 


What confirmation do you typically look for to confirm that what 
you heard was from God? 


3. When God spoke, the person knew what God said. Moses knew what God was 
telling him to do. He knew how God wanted to work through him. That is why 
Moses raised so many objections. He understood exactly what God wanted him to do. 
This was also true for Noah, Abraham, Joseph, David, Mary, Daniel, and others. 


OQ were do you struggle the most? 
(J Understanding what God said. 
(J Believing what God said. 
(I Obeying what God said. 


4. When God spoke, that was an encounter with God. Moses would have been 
foolish to say, “This has been a wonderful experience with this burning bush. I hope 
this leads me to an encounter with God!” His experience was the encounter with 
God! When God reveals truth to you, by whatever means, that is a divine encounter. 
That is an experience of His presence in your life. God is the only One who can cause 
you to experience His presence. 
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Ws 


If you want to 
know the will 
and voice of 
God, you must 
devote time 
and effort to 
cultivate a love 
relationship 
with Him. 
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Do you focus more on the process of knowing God’s will, or on the 
Person, who is revealing His will to you? Give an example. 


This pattern of God’s speaking is found throughout the Old Testament. The methods 
He used to speak differed from person to person. The important points are: 

e God spoke uniquely to His people. 

e They knew it was God. 

e They understood what He said. 

e When God spoke, that was an encounter with God. 


© sriesy identify times when you have experienced each of these truths. 


When God speaks to you by the Holy Spirit through the Bible, prayer, circumstances, 
and the church, you will know it is God, and you will understand what He is saying. 
When God speaks to you, that is an encounter with God. 


A WRONG PATTERN 


I hear many people say something like this: “Lord, I really want to know Your will. 
Stop me if I am wrong and bless me if I am right” or “Lord, I will proceed in this 
direction. Close the door if it is not Your will.” This approach isn’t found in Scripture. 

Don’t let experience alone guide your life. Don’t allow yourself to be led by 
tradition, a method, or a formula. Often people trust these ways because they appear 
easier than cultivating an intimate walk with God. People do as they please and put 
the whole burden of responsibility on God. If they are wrong, He must intervene and 
stop them. If they make a mistake, they blame Him. God is not obligated to stop you 
from making a mistake! 

If you want to know the will and voice of God, you must devote time and effort 
to cultivate a love relationship with Him. 


What might a danger be if you assumed you should enter “open 
doors” and quit proceeding if the door “closed?” 


God’s Word is our guide. The pattern in Scripture is that God always gives a direction 
on the front end. He may not tell you all you want to know at the beginning, but 
He will tell you what you need to know to make necessary adjustments and take the 
first steps of obedience. Wait until God gives you instructions. If you proceed before 
you have God’s directions, more than likely you will make mistakes. One of the most 
difficult things for Christians to do is to wait on the Lord. However, waiting reflects 
our absolute trust and dependence on God. 


DOES GOD GIVE SPECIFIC DIRECTIONS? 


A common teaching today claims that God does not give specific instructions. Instead, 
He merely sets your life in motion, and then you try to figure things out using your 
God-given mind. For these people, freedom to choose is the highest good. This implies 
that a Christian always thinks correctly and according to God’s will. It doesn’t take into 
account that the old nature constantly battles with the spiritual nature (see Rom. 7). Our 
ways are not God’s ways (see Isa. 55:8). Only God can give you the specific directions 
needed to accomplish His purposes His way, From God’s perspective, doing His will is 
the highest good and results in the greatest joy. 

After God spoke to Noah about building an ark, Noah knew its size, the type 
of materials to use, and the way to put it together. When God spoke to Moses about 
building the tabernacle, He was extremely specific about the details. When God 
walked on the earth in the Person of Jesus Christ, He gave specific directions to His 
disciples—where to go, what to do, how to respond, and what to say. 

What about when God called Abraham (Abram) and said,““Go ...to the land that 
I will show you” (Gen. 12:1)? That was not very specific. That required faith. But God 
did say, ‘I will show you.” God always gives you enough specific directions to do what 
He wants you to do now. When you need more directions, He gives you more in His 
timing. God later told Abraham about the son to be born to him, the number of his 
descendants, the territory they would inhabit, and that they would go into bondage 
and eventually be delivered. 

The Holy Spirit gives clear directions today. Because God is personal, He wants to 
be intimately involved in your life. Therefore, He will give you clear guidance for living. 
You may say, “That has not been my experience.’ Be careful! Base your understanding 
of God on Scripture, not on your personal experience or lack of it. 


Underline the suggestions in the following paragraph that will help 
you look to God for direction in your life. 


If you do not have clear instructions from God in a matter, pray and wait. Learn 
patience. Depend on God’s timing, which is always best. Don’t get in a hurry. He 
may withhold directions to cause you to seek Him more intently. Don’t skip over the 
relationship to start doing something. God is more interested in a love relationship 
with you than He is in what you do for Him. If God is having you wait, He may want 
to develop a deeper relationship with you before He gives you your next assignment. 
He may have you wait because the timing is not yet right. 


© In your own words, summarize the directions you underlined. 


Write your Scripture memory verse for this unit on the following 
lines and review your verses from other units. Remember, you may 
select a different verse or translation if you want to. 


UNIT 5 


Isaiah 55:8 

““My thoughts are not your 
thoughts, and your ways are 
not my ways.’ This is the 
Lorb’s declaration.” 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


If | do not know when God is 
speaking, | am in trouble at 
the heart of my Christian life. 


God speaks to His people. 


That God spoke to people 
is far more important than 
how He spoke. 


When God spoke, it was 
usually unique to that 
individual. 


When God spoke, the person 
was sure it was God. 


When God spoke, the person. 
knew what God said. 


When God spoke, that was 
an encounter with God. 


‘If do not have clear instruc 


a matter, 
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Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- 
ment or Scripture you read today? 


When I understand 
spiritual truth, it is 
because the Holy Spirit 
is working in my life. 


awa 


When 
the disciples 
heard Jesus, 
they heard God. 
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What does God want you to do 
in response to today’s study? 


Reword the statement or Scripture 
into a prayer of response to God. 


GOD SPEAKS BY 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 


Hebrews 1:1-2 declares, “Long ago God spoke to our ancestors by the prophets at differ- 
ent times and in different ways. In these last days, he has spoken to us by his Son.” 


GOD SPOKE IN THE GOSPELS 


In the Gospels God spoke through His Son, Jesus. The Gospel of John begins, “In 
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:1,14). God became flesh in the 
Person of Jesus Christ (also see 1 John 1:1-4). 

The disciples would have been foolish to say, “It’s wonderful knowing You, Jesus; 
but we would really like to know the Father.’ When Philip said, “Lord ... show us the 
Father, and that’s enough for us” (John 14:8), Jesus responded, “Have I been among 
you all this time and you do not know me, Philip? The one who has seen me has seen 
the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don’t you believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me? The words I speak to you I do not speak on my own. 
The Father who lives in me does his works” (John 14:9-10). When Jesus spoke, the 
Father was speaking through Him. When Jesus did a miracle, the Father was doing His 
work through Jesus. 

Just as surely as Moses was face-to-face with God at the burning bush, the disci- 
ples were face-to-face with God in a personal relationship with Jesus. Their encounter 
with Jesus was an encounter with God.To hear from Jesus was to hear from God. 


Q write a summary statement of the way God spoke during Jesus’ life. 


In the Gospel accounts God was in Christ Jesus. God spoke by Jesus. When the disci- 
ples heard Jesus, they heard God. When Jesus spoke, that was an encounter with God. 


GOD SPEAKS TODAY 


When we move from the Gospels to Acts and to the present, we often change our 
mind-set. We live as if God quit speaking personally to His people. We fail to realize 
that an encounter with the Holy Spirit, who lives within us, is an encounter with God. 
God clearly spoke to His people in Acts. He speaks to us today. From Acts to the pres- 
ent, God has been speaking to His people by the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit takes up residence in someone’s life when that person 
becomes a Christian: “You are God’s temple and ... the Spirit of God lives in you” 
(1 Cor. 3:16). “Your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you 
have from God” (1 Cor. 6:19). Because the Spirit is always present in a believer, He 
can speak to you at any time. We have already learned that God speaks to His people. 
Here are some of the key ideas we examined. 

e In the Old Testament, God spoke in many different ways. 

e In the Gospels, God spoke through His Son. 

e God spoke in Acts and speaks in the present by the Holy Spirit. 

e God speaks by the Holy Spirit through the Bible, prayer, circumstances, and the 
church to reveal Himself, His purposes, and His ways. (We will study reality 4 
in the coming days.) 

e Knowing God’s voice comes from an intimate love relationship with God. 

e God speaks when He has a purpose in mind for your life. 

e The moment God speaks to you is the time He wants you to respond to Him. 

e The moment God speaks to you is God’s timing. 


Based on these truths, answer the following questions. 
a. How did God speak in the Old Testament? 


b. How did God speak in the Gospels? 


c. How did God speak in Acts and in the present? 


d. How do you know God’s voice? 


e. How do you know God’s timing? 


Let’s review several other things you learned in earlier units about ways God speaks 
through the Holy Spirit. 

e Because of sin “there is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks 
God. All have turned away; all alike have become worthless. There is no one 
who does what is good, not even one” (Rom. 3:11-12). 

¢ The Holy Spirit is the “Spirit of truth” (John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13). 

e Spiritual truths can be revealed only by God:“ ‘No eye has seen, no ear has heard, 
and no human heart has conceived—God has prepared these things for those 
who love him.’—God has revealed these things to us by the Spirit, since the 
Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. For who knows a person’s 
thoughts except his spirit within him? In the same way, no one knows the 
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thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. Now we have not received the spirit 
of the world, but the Spirit who comes from God, so that we may understand 
what has been freely given to us by God” (1 Cor. 2:9-12). 

* Jesus said the Holy Spirit would “ teach you all things and remind you of 
everything I have told you” (John 14:26). 

* The Holy Spirit will testify about Jesus (see John 15:26). 

e “He will guide you into all the truth. For he will not speak on his own, but he 
will speak whatever he hears. He will also declare to you what is to come. He 
will glorify me, because he will take from what is mine and declare it to you” 
(John 16:13-14). 


ENCOUNTERING GOD 


When God spoke to Moses and others in the Old Testament, those events were encoun- 
ters with God. An encounter with Jesus was an encounter with God for the disciples. In 
the same way, your encounter with the Holy Spirit is an encounter with God for you. 

Because you have the Holy Spirit, He guides you into all truth and teaches you 
all things. You understand spiritual truth because the Holy Spirit works in your life. 
You cannot understand God’s Word unless the Spirit of God teaches you. When you 
read the Word, the Author Himself is present to instruct you. Truth is never discovered; 
truth is revealed. When the Holy Spirit reveals truth to you, He is not leading you 
to an encounter with God. That is an encounter with God! 


Has God been speaking to you during your study of this course? 
ûYes Q No Review each day’s final activity in units 1—4. 

* Read the statements or Scriptures God called to your attention. 

e Read and pray again your prayer responses. 

e Review the things you sensed God wanted you to do in response to the lessons. 


ð Briefly summarize what you sense God has said to you so far in the 
course. If you don’t sense God has spoken clearly, you don’t need 
to make something up. Just leave the lines blank for now. 


3 Have you responded to what God has called to your attention? 
How would you describe your response to His leading thus far? 


Q wra do you sense is your greatest spiritual challenge now? 


What is one question you have about God speaking? Perhaps we will 
address it in the coming pages, or you may want to process it with 
your small group. 


RESPOND IMMEDIATELY 


When God spoke to Moses, what Moses did next was vital. After Jesus spoke to the 
disciples, what they did next was paramount. What you do immediately after the Spirit 
of God speaks to you through His Word is critical. Our problem is that when the 
Holy Spirit speaks to us, we tend to debate. Moses engaged in a long discussion with 
God (see Ex. 3:11-4:13), and it limited him for the rest of his life. After that discussion 
Moses had to speak to the people through his brother, Aaron (see Ex. 4:14-16). 

Regularly review what you sense God has been saying to you. If God speaks and 
you hear but do not respond, a time could come when you do not hear His voice. 
Disobedience can lead to a “famine of ... hearing the words of the Lorn” (Amos 8:11-12). 

The Gospels indicate that when Jesus invited Peter,Andrew, James, and John to aban- 
don their fishing careers and follow Him, they did so immediately (see Mark 1:16-20). 
Strive to be like the disciples and instantly obey every word from God. 

In Luke 8:5-15, Jesus told the parable of the sower and the seeds. The seed that fell 
on good soil represented someone who heard God’s Word, retained it, and produced 
fruit. Then Jesus said, “Therefore take care how you listen. For whoever has, more will 
be given to him; and whoever does not have, even what he thinks he has will be taken 
away from him” (Luke 8:18). If you hear God’s Word and do not apply it to produce 
fruit in your life, even what you think you have will be taken away. Be careful how you 
listen to God! Make up your mind now that when the Spirit of God speaks to you, you 
will do whatever He says. 
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SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


An encounter with the 
Holy Spirit is an encounter 
with God. 


| understand spiritual truth 
because the Holy Spirit is 
working in my life. 


When | come to God’s Word, 
the Author Himself is pres- 
ent to instruct me. 


= Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
-wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 


A Businessman Learns to Hear God’s Voice 


| once had a businessman tell me, “Henry, you claim God speaks to people, but He didn’t say 
anything to me when | was considering taking a new job as CEO.” He ultimately took the job but 
it proved to be a disaster. | asked him, “What did your wife think about that job possibility?” “Oh, 
she was totally against it” he said. As | probed, | learned that several of his Christian friends had 
cautioned him about that company and even his teenage son had expressed concern. Because 
none of those people had been CEOs of large companies, he had discounted their concerns. | told 
him, “You asked God to guide you and then you ignored everything that He said!” When you pray 
for guidance, it is crucial to keep your spiritual eyes and ears wide open! 


ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 
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GOD REVEALS 


God speaks to His people. When He speaks, what does He reveal? Throughout the 
Scriptures when God speaks, His desire is to reveal something about Himself, His 
purposes, or His ways. God’s revelations are designed to bring you into an increasingly 
deeper and profound love relationship with Him. 


GOD REVEALS HIMSELF 


When God speaks by the Holy Spirit, He often reveals something about Himself. 
He reveals His name, His nature, and His character. 


ab Read these Scriptures. After each one, write what God revealed about 
Himself. 
“When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him, saying, 
“I am God Almighty” (Gen. 17:1). 


“The LORD spoke to Moses, ‘Speak to the entire Israelite community and tell 
them: “Be holy because I, the LORD your God, am holy” ’” (Lev. 19:1-2). 


“ ‘I, the Lorn, have not changed. ... Since the days of your ancestors, you have 
turned from my statutes; you have not kept them. Return to me, and I will 
return to you, says the LORD of Armies.” (Mal. 3:6-7). 


I am the living bread that came down from heaven. 
If anyone eats of this bread he will live forever (John 6:51). 


God revealed Himself to Abram by His nnome—God Almighty. To Moses He revealed 
His holy nature. God spoke through Malachi to Israel to reveal that He is unchanging 
and forgiving. Jesus revealed Himself as Living Bread and the source of eternal life. 

God speaks when He wants to involve a person in His work. He reveals His 
character to help the person respond in faith. The person can better obey God's 
instructions when he believes God is who He says He is and when he believes God 
can do what He says He will do. 


Stop for a minute and meditate on why God revealed Himself as 
He did to the people in the previous Scriptures. When you think 
you have an idea of why each revelation was given, continue reading. 


e Ninety-nine-year-old Abram needed to know God was almighty (all-powerful, able 
to do anything) so he could believe God could give him a son in his old age. 

* Through Moses God said He was holy. His people had to believe He was holy 
so they would respond by being holy themselves. 


e Through Malachi God revealed His forgiving nature so the people could believe 
they would be forgiven if they returned to God. 

* Jesus revealed that He was the source of eternal life so people could believe, 
respond to Him, and receive life. 


Ovr does God reveal Himself—His name, His nature, and His character? 


God reveals Himself to increase faith that leads to action. Listen attentively to what 
God reveals to you about Himself. What He shows you will be critical when you 
come to a crisis of belief. 
e You will have to believe God is who He says He is. 
e You will have to believe God can do what He says He will do. 
e You will have to adjust your thinking in light of this belief. 
° Trusting that God will demonstrate Himself to be who He says He is, 
you then obey Him. 
e When you obey, God does His work through you and demonstrates 
that He is who He says He is. 
e Then you will know God by experience. 
e You will know God is who He says He is. 


When did Abram know God was almighty? He knew it in his mind as soon as God 
said it. However, he came to know God to be almighty by experience when God did 
something in his life that only God could do. When God gave Abraham (100 years 
old) and Sarah (90 years old) a son, Abraham knew God was God Almighty. 


In the margin, write what God has recently revealed to you about 
His character. How have you responded? 


GOD REVEALS HIS PURPOSES 


God reveals His purposes so you will know what He plans to do. If you are to join Him, 
you need to know what God is doing. What you plan to do for God is not important. 
What He plans to do where you are is critical. God always speaks with a purpose in 
mind. This point should be a review for you (see pp. 38—41). 

When God came to Noah, He did not ask, “What do you want to do for Me?” He 
revealed what He was going to do. It really did not matter what Noah had planned 
to do for God. It was far more important to know what God was about to do. He was 
about to destroy the world, and He wanted to work through Noah to accomplish His 
purposes of saving a remnant of people and animals to repopulate the earth. 

Similarly, God came to Abram and spoke to him because He had a purpose in 
mind. He was preparing to build a nation for Himself. God intended to accomplish 
His purposes through Abram. 

When God prepared to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah, He did not ask Abraham 
what he was planning to do for Him. Knowing what God was about to do was crucial 
for Abraham. 

This sequence is seen throughout the entire Bible in the lives of the judges, David, 
the prophets, the disciples, and Paul. When God was about to do something, He took 
the initiative to come to His servants (see Amos 3:7). He spoke to reveal His purposes 
and plans. Then He involved His people and accomplished His purposes through them. 
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in a person’s heart, 
but the Lorp’s 
decree will prevail.” 


In contrast, today we often set about to dream up what we want to do for God. 
Then we make long-range plans based on priorities of our choosing. What is important 
is what God plans to do where we are and how He wants to accomplish it through us. 
Notice what the psalmist said about our plans and purposes: 


The Lorn frustrates the counsel of the nations; 
he thwarts the plans of the peoples. 
The counsel of the LORD stands forever, 
the plans of his heart from generation to generation (Ps. 33:10-11). 


B Read Proverbs 19:21 in the margin and Psalm 33:10-11 above. 
Why does God reveal His purposes? 


Based on Psalm 33:10-11, answer the following questions. 
a. What does the Lord do to the counsel of the nations? 


b. What does the Lord do to the plans of the peoples? 
c. What happens to the Lord’s counsel and plans? 


Do you see why you need to know God’ plans and purposes? If your plans and 
goals are not God’s, you will not experience God working through you. God reveals 
His purposes so you will know what He plans to do. Then you can join Him. His 
plans and purposes will be accomplished. The Lord foils and thwarts the intent of the 
nations and the purposes of the peoples. 

Planning is a good thing to do if it is inspired and guided by God. But often our 
plans reflect our own priorities and understanding. We tend to trust more in our plans 
and in our reasoning abilities than in God. We may be able to achieve all of our goals 
and yet be far from God’s will. Planning is a tool God may lead you to use, but it must 
never become a substitute for trusting Him. Your relationship with God is far more 
important to Him than any planning you will do. The biggest problem with planning 
is that we often plan and carry out things in our own wisdom that completely misses 
what God intended. We cannot know the when, where, or how of God’s will until He 
tells us. Just because we accomplished our plans does not mean we are pleasing to God. 

God wants us to follow Him daily, not just follow a plan. If we try to spell out all 
the details of His will in a planning session, we tend to think, Now that we know where 
we are going and how to get there, we can get the job done. Then we forget about the need 
for a daily, intimate relationship with God. We may set about to accomplish our plans 
and forget the relationship. Or God may try to lead us to do a new thing, but we reject 
it because it is not in our long-range plan! God created us for an eternal love relation- 
ship. Life is our opportunity to experience Him at work. 

It isn’t wrong to plan. Just be careful not to plan more than God intends for you 
to do. Let God interrupt or redirect your plans anytime He wants. Remain in a close 
relationship with Him so you can hear His voice when He seeks to adjust your plans. 


(7 wat has God recently revealed to you about Himself or His purposes? 


GOD REVEALS HIS WAYS 


God’s ways and plans are radically different from people’s. God uses kingdom methods 
to accomplish kingdom purposes. God reveals His ways to us because they are the only 
means to accomplish His purposes. We must do God’s work God’s way. 

God discloses Himself to people to draw them into a love relationship with 
Himself. His ways are redemptive. He acts in a manner that reveals Himself and His 
love. He does not simply wait to help us achieve our goals for Him even if we prom- 
ise Him all the glory when we are successful. He seeks to accomplish His own goals 
through us—in His way. God said, 


My thoughts are not your thoughts, 
and your ways are not my ways (Isa. 55:8). 


God’s ways are not our ways! in fact, I often say that if a method makes perfect sense 
to me, it probably didn’t come from God! We will not accomplish God’s work in our 
own ways. This is one of the basic sin problems people face: 


We all went astray like sheep; 
we all have turned to our own way (Isa. 53:6). 


Ovr does God reveal His ways? 


Our methods often seem attractive to us. We may even achieve moderate success with 
them. When we try to do God’s work our way, however, we will never see His mighty 
power in what we do. With God, what you do is not the only important thing. God 
is also concerned with how you do something. It is possible to do the right thing, the 
wrong way. God will always lead you to act in a way that honors Him. Yet sometimes 
Christians act in ways that build their own reputation but dishonors God’s. When 
God works through us, His people come to know Him. They recognize that what 
happened can only be explained by God. He receives the glory! 

Jesus taught His disciples kingdom methods. When He asked the disciples to feed 
the multitudes, they responded, “Send them home!” Jesus, using kingdom methods, had 
them sit down, fed them, and had twelve baskets of leftovers. What a contrast! The 
disciples would have sent the people home empty and hungry, but God displayed His 
love and power to a watching world. This approach drew people to God. The disciples 
witnessed this kind of mighty display many times as Jesus taught them to function 
according to kingdom principles to do kingdom work. As a result, they experienced 
kingdom power and kingdom results. God’s purposes, accomplished His way, bring 
Him glory. You must learn to do kingdom work in kingdom ways. 


OE wat might be an example of trying to do God’s work, the 


world’s way? 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


Match the things God reveals with the correct reasons. 
Write the correct letters in the blanks. 


God reveals ... Because ... 
— 1. Himself a. He wants me to know how to accomplish 
— 2. His purposes things only He can do. 
— 3. His ways b. He wants me to know what He is about to do 


so I can join Him. 
c. He wants me to have faith to believe He can 
do what He says. 


SUMMARY #10 answers: 1-c, 2-b, 3-a 
STATEMENTS 

When I was first learning how to walk with God, I, depended too much on other 
God’s revelations are people. I would regularly ask others, “Do you think this is really God? Here is what I 
designed to bring me into a think. What do you think?” I would depend on people rather than on my relationship 
love relationship with Him. with God. 

Finally I had to say, “I am going to go to the Lord to clarify what I think He 

God reveals Himself is saying to me. Then I am going to proceed and watch to see how God affirms it.” 
to increase my faith. I began that process over a period of time in many areas of my life. My love relation- 

ship with God became all-important. I began to discover a clear, personal way God 
God reveals His purposes was making His ways known to me. 
so that | will do His work. Tomorrow we will look at ways God speaks through His Word. In future lessons 

we will look at ways God speaks through prayer, circumstances, and the church to 
God reveals His ways so confirm His will to us. 
that | can accomplish His 
purposes. @ Practice quoting your Scripture memory verses aloud. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 
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GOD SPEAKS 
THROUGH THE BIBLE 


God speaks to you by the Holy Spirit to reveal Himself, His purposes, and His ways. 
Perhaps the questions people ask most about God's speaking are: 

e How does God speak to me? 

e How can I know when God is speaking? 

¢ How can God be more real and personal to me? 


God speaks uniquely to individuals, and He does it in any way He chooses. As you 
walk closely with God, you will come to recognize His voice. You will grow to know, 
when God is communicating with you. 

Jesus compared His relationship with His followers to a shepherd's relationship with 
his sheep: “The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. ... The sheep 
hear his voice. ... The sheep follow him because they know his voice” (John 10:2-4). 
In this way, when God speaks to you, you will recognize His voice and follow Him. 

God speaks through a variety of means. Today God primarily speaks by the Holy 
Spirit through the Bible, prayer, circumstances, and the church. These four ways are 
difficult to separate. God uses prayer and the Bible together. Often circumstances and 
the church, or other believers, will help confirm what God is saying. Frequently, God 
uses circumstances and the church to help you know His timing. We will talk more 
about that in the next unit. Today let’s look at ways God speaks through the Bible. 
Tomorrow we will look at God’s speaking to us through prayer. 


Write down a verse in the Bible that God used to speak powerfully to 
you. God may have used it in your life to bring you to salvation or 
to sense His specific leading in your life. Take a moment to reflect on 
how God used that verse in your life. 


The Bible is God’s Word. When you open its pages, the Holy Spirit will take its words 
and apply them specifically to your life. It might be during your daily devotional time, 
or during a sermon at church. 


THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH 


The Bible describes God’s revelation of Himself to humanity. God will speak to you 

through the Bible. As you have already learned, however, a person cannot understand 

spiritual truth unless the Spirit of God reveals it. The Holy Spirit is “the Spirit of truth” 
(John 14:17). The following diagram should help you visualize how the Holy Spirit 

speaks to you through God’s Word. 


UNIT 


DAY 


A 


When the Spirit 
directs my attention 
to a truth, | write it 
down, meditate on 
it, and adjust my life 
to it. | alert myself to 
watch for ways God 
may be that way in my 
life during the day. 
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1 Corinthians 
2:14-15 
“The the person without the 
Spirit does not receive what 
comes from God’s Spirit, 
because it is foolishness 
to him; he is not able to 
understand it since it is 
evaluated spiritually. The 
spiritual person, however, 
can evaluate everything.” 
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p “S . it T th” 
Holy Spiri piid 
(a person) 
God 
irah kevale ork 


Adjust to 
God 


This is a diagram of an encounter with God. When the Holy Spirit reveals a spiritual 
truth from God’s Word, He is personally applying it to your life. That is an encounter 
with God. This is the sequence: 

1. You read God’s Word—the Bible. 

2. The Spirit of truth takes God’s Word and reveals truth. 

3. You adjust your life to God’s truth. 

4. You obey God. 

5. God works in and through you to accomplish His purposes. 


(23 Using the description and the diagram, summarize the way God 
speaks through the Bible. 


@ which books of Bible do you find that God uses most often to speak 
to you: 


In order to receive the whole counsel of God for your life, be sure you are reading 
from the Old and New Testaments. Meditate upon the Psalms. Gain wisdom from 
Proverbs and Ecclesiastes. Read from the prophets and hear their concerns for justice 
and righteous living. Read the Gospels so you always have Jesus in view. Each book 
of the Bible has a particular focus and makes a unique contribution. While it is ok to 
have your favorites, allow the Holy Spirit to use all of Scripture as He guides your life. 

The Spirit uses God’s Word (the sword of the Spirit; see Eph. 6:17) to reveal God’s 
character and His purposes. The Spirit uses the Bible to instruct us in God’s ways. We 
cannot understand God’ truths on our own. Unaided by the Spirit of God, it will appear 
to be foolishness to us.Aided by the Spirit, we can understand everything God has for us 
(see 1 Cor. 2:14-15). 


(4) God has probably used a particular Scripture verse to speak to you at 
some time during this course. Look back through units 1-5 and find 
one passage of Scripture God seems to have called to your attention. 
a. What is the reference? 

b. What does that verse reveal to you about God, His purposes, or His ways? 


Meditate on this verse and pray. Ask God to continue speaking to you about 
the truth in this passage. Keep in mind He is more interested in what you 
become than in what you do. 


c. What does God want to do or be in and through your life? 


d. What adjustments would you have to make to align your life with this truth— 
* in your personal life? 
e in your family life? 
e in your church life? 
e in your work life? 


e. Write a prayer of response to God in the margin about this truth and its 
application to your life. 


f. Since you first came to understand this truth, has God done anything in 
your life that required you to apply the truth or share it with someone else? 
üyYes UNo Ifso, what? 


Understanding spiritual truth does not lead you fo an encounter with God; it is the 
encounter with God. You cannot understand God’s purposes and ways unless the 
Spirit of God teaches you. If God has revealed spiritual truth to you through this 
passage of Scripture, you have encountered God Himself working in you! 


RESPONDING TO TRUTH 


I always approach the Scriptures with excited anticipation. The Spirit of God knows 
the mind of God. Because He knows what God wants to do in my life, He begins to 
open my understanding about God, His purposes, and His ways. I take that seriously. 
Therefore, when God reveals truth to me in His Word, I write down the passage of 
Scripture. Then I meditate on it, immersing myself in its meaning. I adjust my life to 
the truth and thus to God. I agree with God and take any actions necessary to allow 
God to work in the way He has revealed. Finally, I watch for ways God may use that 
truth in my life during the day. 

You may want to follow the same process as God reveals truth to you. When God 
leads you to a fresh understanding of Himself or His ways through Scripture, respond 
to His revelation in these ways. 


1. Write down the verse or verses in a spiritual journal. 

2. Meditate on the verse. 

3. Study the verse to immerse yourself in its meaning. What is God revealing 
about Himself, His purposes, or His ways? 

4. Identify adjustments you need to make in your personal life, your family, 
your church, and your work so God will work this way in and through you. 

5. Write a prayer response to God. 

6. Make the necessary adjustments to God. 

7. Watch to see how God may use that truth in your life during the day. 
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Here is an example of the way God may use His Word to speak to you. Suppose 
you are reading Psalm 37. Although you have read this psalm many times before, you 
come to verse 21 and read, “The wicked person borrows and does not repay.’ You 
are drawn back to that verse. You read it again. Then you remember a debt you have 
failed to repay. You realize this Scripture applies to you. You immediately take action 
and repay your debt. 

The Holy Spirit has just spoken to you through that verse. You have encountered 
truth. Now you understand that those who borrow and do not repay are sinning in 
God’ sight. The Holy Spirit has called your attention to a specific instance in which 
this verse applies to you. He is convicting you of sin. He is the only One who can do 
that. God has spoken to you by the working of the Holy Spirit and through His Word. 
God wants you to have no hindrances to a love relationship with Him in your life. 


If you are in this situation, what should you do next? Following the 
sequence in the diagram on page 104, what do you do after the Holy 
Spirit reveals an understanding of truth to you? 


Once God has spoken to you through His Word, your response is crucial. You must 
adjust your life to the truth. In this case the adjustment is this: 
* You must agree with the truth: those who borrow and do not repay are morally 
wicked in God’s sight. 
e You must agree that the truth applies to you in the particular instance God has 
brought to your attention. This is confession of sin. You agree with God about 
your sin. 


In this way you have adjusted your understanding about borrowing and repaying to 
agree with God’s will in this matter. To agree with God, you must change your under- 
standing to comply with His. This requires an adjustment. Is that all you must do? No! 

Agreeing with God in confession is not enough. Until you repay the debt, you 
have not repented of your sinful ways. This is where obedience comes in. You obey 
God’ will by repaying the debt and making any necessary amends. After you take 
action, you are free to experience a more complete relationship with God. Always 
connect a revealed truth with your understanding of God and your relationship 
with Him. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


GOD SPEAKS 
THROUGH PRAYER 


If you are not keeping a spiritual journal, you need to. When the Creator of the 
universe tells you something in your quiet time, it’s worth writing down! Record it 
before you forget it. Then write your prayer response. I record the verse of Scripture 


through which God spoke to me and what He has said about Himself from that verse. 


I write down the prayer response I am making so I have a record of the encounter 
with God, what He said, and the way I responded to Him. I also write what I need to 
do to adjust my life to God so I can begin to experience Him in that way. 


TRUTH IS A PERSON 


Truth is not merely a concept to study. Truth is a Person. Jesus did not say, “I will teach 
you the truth.” He said, “I am ... the truth” (John 14:6). 

When God gives you eternal life, He gives you Himself (see John 17:3). His Holy 
Spirit, who lives in you, reveals truth. When the Holy Spirit reveals truth, He is not 


teaching you a concept to consider. He is leading you to a relationship with a Person. 


He is your life! When God gives you eternal life, He gives you a Person. When you 
became a Christian, Jesus didn’t give you a thing; He gave you Himself. 


ae Fill in the blanks with the correct words from the previous paragraphs. 
a. Truth is not just a to study. 
b. Truth is a 
c. The Holy Spirit reveals 
d.The Holy Spirit is leading you to a with a Person. 
Here is the way I try to live my relationship with God. 
e God creates in me the desire to participate in His mission to reconcile 
a lost world to Himself. 
e I come to God seeking to know His will. 
e When God reveals a truth to me, I know He is alerting me to what 
He is doing in my life. 


PRAYER IS A RELATIONSHIP TO A PERSON 


Prayer is two-way fellowship and communication with God. You speak to God, and He 
speaks to you. Prayer is not a monologue in which you merely list everything you want 
God to do. Your personal prayer life may primarily be one-way communication—you 
talking to God—but prayer is more than that. Prayer includes listening. In fact, what 
God says in prayer is far more important than what you say. God already knows what 
you are going to say. You, however, do not know what God is thinking. 

Prayer is a relationship, not just a religious activity. Its purpose is to adjust you 
to God, not to align God with your thinking. God doesn’t need your prayers, but He 
wants you to pray because of what God wants to do in and through your life as you 


UNIT 5 


Prayer is a relationship, 
not just a 
religious activity. 


av 


“Lam ... the truth.” 
— Jesus 


John 17:3 


“This is eternal life: that they 
may know you, the only true 
God, and the one you have 
sent —Jesus Christ.” 


A> 


What God says 
in prayer is far 
more important 
than what 
yOu Say. 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 
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GOD SPEAKS 
THROUGH 
PRAYER 


pray. God speaks to His people by the Holy Spirit through prayer. This diagram shows 
the way God speaks through prayer. 


Truth | God 


mee 


Adjust Y 


When the Holy Spirit reveals a spiritual truth to you in prayer, He is present and 
actively working in your life. Genuine prayer does not lead to an encounter with God. 
It is an encounter with God. What happens as you seek God’s will in prayer? 


As you read the following list, underline or circle key words 
or phrases in each statement. 


1. God takes the initiative by causing you to want to pray. 

2.The Holy Spirit takes the Word of God and reveals to you the will of God. 

3.You pray in agreement with God’s will. 

4.You adjust your life to the truth (to God). 

5.You look and listen for confirmation or further direction from the Bible, 
circumstances, and the church (other believers). 

6. You obey. 

7. God works in you and through you to accomplish His purposes. 

8. You experience God just as the Spirit revealed in your prayer. 


PRAYING IN THE SPIRIT 


The Spirit of God uses the Word of God when you pray.When I pray about something, 
Scripture often comes to my mind. I don’t see that as a distraction. Instead, God uses 
it to guide me. As I pray about a particular matter, the Spirit of God takes the Word 
of God and applies it to my heart and mind to reveal the truth. I immediately stop 
praying and open God’s Word to the passage I believe the Spirit brought to my mind. 
I assume God wants to give me specific direction through the Scripture He led me to. 
Sometimes as I pray, the Spirit places a particular person on my heart. I assume God 
is alerting me, through prayer, to someone He wants to minister to through me. After 
I pray, I look for ways God leads me to minister to that person. 


E? Read Romans 8:26-27 in the right margin and answer these questions. 


a. Why do we need the Holy Spirit’s help when we pray (v. 26)? 


nn 


b. What advantage does the Holy Spirit have that we do not have (v. 27)? 


I 


c. What does the Holy Spirit do for us? 
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We are weak and do not know how to pray as we should. The Holy Spirit has an advan- 
tage over us: He already knows God's will—He is God. When He prays for us, He is 
interceding in agreement with God's will. He then helps us know God’s will as we pray. 

For his sixth birthday my oldest son, Richard, was old enough to have a bicycle. 
I bought a blue Schwinn and hid it in the garage. Then I had a task—to convince 
Richard that he needed a blue Schwinn bike. At first Richard was interested only in 
small toys that would have quickly broken. I sought to elevate his desires until he 
desired something of quality and durability. We worked with him for a while, and he 
eventually decided that what he really wanted for his birthday was a blue Schwinn 
bike. Do you know what Richard got? The bike was already in the garage. I just had 
to convince him to ask for it. He asked for it, and he got it! 

What happens when you pray? The Holy Spirit knows what God has “in the 
garage” for you! It is already there. The Holy Spirit’s task is to convince you to want 
it—to get you to ask for it. What will happen when you ask for things God already 
wants to give or do? You will always receive it. Why? Because you have asked according 
to His will. When God answers your prayer, He gets the glory, and your faith is increased. 

How do you know what the Holy Spirit is saying? I cannot give you a formula, 
but you will know His voice when He speaks (see John 10:4).You must decide, however, 
that you only want His will. You must dismiss any selfish or fleshly desires of your 
own. Then as you start to pray, the Spirit of God touches your heart and leads you to 
pray God’s will (see Phil. 2:13). When you pray, anticipate that the Holy Spirit already 
knows what God has for your life. He does not guide you on His own initiative; He 
tells you what He hears from the Father (see John 16:13). He guides you as you pray. 

When I pray and read God’s Word, I always write down what God says to me 
and what He leads me to pray. As I begin to see what God is telling me about Himself, 
His purposes, and His ways, I often see a pattern develop. As I watch the direction the 
Spirit is leading me to pray, I get a clear indication of what God is saying to me. This 
process calls for spiritual concentration! 

You may be asking, How do I know the directions I am praying are the Spirit's 
leading and not my own selfish desires? Do you remember what George Miiller said 
he does first in seeking God’s directions? 


(4) Look back at item 1 on page 40. What did Müller do at the start? 
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First, deny self. In all honesty with yourself and before God, come to the place where 
you are certain your only desire is to know God’s will. Then check to see what the 
Holy Spirit is saying in other ways. Ask yourself: 

e What is He saying to me in His Word and in prayer? Do they agree? 

e Is He confirming it through circumstances? 

e Is He confirming it through the counsel of other believers? 


UNIT 5 


Romans 8:26-27 


26“The Spirit also helps us in 
our weakness, because we 
do not know what to pray for 
as we should, but the Spirit 
himself intercedes for us 
with inexpressible groan- 
ings. And he who searches 
our hearts knows the mind 
of the Spirit, because he 
intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God.” 


John 10:4 


“When he has brought all his 
own outside, he goes ahead 
of them. The sheep follow 
him because they know his 
voice.” 


Philippians 2:13 


“For it is God who is working 
in you both to will and to 
work according to his good 
purpose.” 


John 16:13 


“He will not speak on his 
own, but he will speak 
whatever he hears. He will 
also declare to you what is 
to come.” 
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a> God will never lead you to do something that contradicts His written Word. If what 
you sense in prayer runs contrary to Scripture, it is wrong. For instance, God will never 
Watch for God lead you to commit adultery. He is always opposed to that. Watch for God to use the 
to use the written Word to confirm or correct what you sense in prayer. However, don’t play 
games with God. Don’t just look for a Scripture that seems to say what you want to 
written Word do and then claim it is God’s will. That is dangerous. 
to confirm Q write the following key words in the correct sequence: purposes, adjust, 
or correct confirmation, Word, initiative, experience, agreement, obey. If you need help, 
what you sense look at the list below the diagram on page 108. 
i 1. God takes the by causing me to want or need to pray. 
In prayer. 2.The Holy Spirit takes the of God and reveals to me the 
will of God. 
3. In the Spirit I pray in with God’s will. 
4.] my life to the truth. 
SUMMARY 5. I look and listen for or further direction from 
STATEMENTS the Bible, circumstances, and the church (other believers). 
6.1 . 
When the God of the universe 7. God works in me and through me to accomplish His : 
tells me something in my 8.1 Him just as the Spirit revealed as I prayed. 
quiet time, | should write 
it down before | forget it. (6) Has God spoken to you by the Holy Spirit through prayer during 
: ; 7 this course? QYes Q No If so, describe what you sensed He was 
TruthisaPerson, oo o saying in one of the times He has spoken. If you do not think He has 
— a spoken, ask Him to reveal the reason to you. 
Prayer is two-way communi- 
cation with God. 
Prayer is a relationship, not Eè Has God affirmed His word to you through the Bible, circumstances, 
just a religious activity. or the church (other believers)? QYes O No 
If so, what did you sense He was saying? 
| need to make sure that 
my only desire is to know 
God’s will. 8) Review your Scripture memory verses and be prepared to recite 


them to a partner in your small group session this week. 
Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 
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GOD SPEAKS, PART 1 


VIDEO TEACHING NOTES 


1. Scripture has to be your guide for knowing when God is speaking. 

2. In the Bible, the important thing was never how God spoke but that God spoke. 

3. When God spoke, people knew it was God, and they knew what God was saying. 

4.When God has something to say to you, the most important thing is to recognize 
His voice and to respond in obedience. 

5, God will never tell you something that doesn’t align with His character or His 
Word. 

6. Oftentimes, God has spoken to us, but we haven’t finished what He told us to do. 

7. Sometimes we can’t hear from God because we are not ready for the next thing. 


YOUR NOTES 


UNIT REVIEW 


Using the hints below, write the other three important factors in the way God 
spoke to individuals in the Old Testament (activities 3—6, p. 91). 
1, When God spoke, it was usually unique to that individual. 


2. Sure: 


When God speaks by the Holy Spirit, what are three things He reveals 
(activity 9, p. 101)? 

God speaks by the Holy Spirit to reveal , 
His 


,and His . 


Match the things God reveals with the correct reasons. Write the correct 
letters in the blanks (activity 10, p. 102). 
God reveals ... Because ... 

— 1. Himself a He wants me to know how to accomplish things 

only He can do. 
b. He wants me to know what He is about to do 

so I can join Him. 
c. He wants me to have faith to believe He can 

do what He says. 

Check your answers, using the pages cited in parentheses. 


_— 2. His purposes 


— 3. His ways 


UNIT 5 


Scriptures 
Referenced 
John 16:7, 12-15 
Ephesians 4:29 
John 8:32 


Sharing Time 

e What God has been 
saying in this course 
(activity 3, p. 96) 

e What God has said 
through the Bible 
(activity 4, p. 104) 

e What God has said 
through prayer 
(activity 6, p. 110) 

e One of the most 
meaningful statements 
or Scriptures from 
this unit’s lessons and 
your prayer responses 
to God. Choose one 
from pages 94, 97, 102, 
106, and 110. 


Streamable session 
videos are included 
with the purchase price 
of this book. Look for 
your access code on the 
insert attached in the 
back of this book. 


VERSE TO MEMORIZE 


(AD) SPEAKS, 
PART 2 


Please Cancel My Request! 


Have you ever prayed for one thing and received another? I have. When that happened 
to me, some dear soul would inevitably say, “God is trying to get you to persist. Keep 
praying until you receive what you are asking for.” I kept asking God for one thing, 
but I kept receiving something else. 

During one of these experiences I started reading Mark 2, which tells the account 
of the four men who brought their crippled friend to Jesus to be healed. Because of 
the large crowd they opened a hole in the roof of the house and let the man down in 
front of Jesus. Jesus said, “Son, your sins are forgiven” (Mark 2:5). 

I started to read on, but I sensed the Spirit of God saying, “Henry, did you 
see that?” I went back and meditated on that Scripture. The Holy Spirit revealed 
to me a wonderful truth: the four men asked Jesus to physically heal the 
man, but Jesus forgave the man’s sins. They asked for one thing, and Jesus gave 
another! This man and his friends asked for a temporary gift, but Jesus wanted 
to make the man a child of God for eternity so he could inherit everything! 

I found myself weeping before God and saying, “O God, if I ever ask You for 
one thing and You have more to give me than I am asking, please cancel my request!” 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


Only the Spirit of 
God knows what 
God is doing or 
purposing in my life. 


1 Corinthians 
2:10-12 
“The Spirit searches every- 


thing, even the depths of God. 


For who knows a person’s 
thoughts except his spirit 
within him? In the same way, 
no one knows the thoughts of 
God except the Spirit of God. 
Now we have not received 
the spirit of the world, but 
the Spirit who comes from 
God, so that we may under- 
stand what has been freely 
given to us by God.” 


av 


You must 

decide whether 
you will do what 

you want and 
ask God to bless 
it or adjust your 

life to where 

He is working. 
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WHAT HAPPENS 
WHEN YOU PRAY? 


If I start asking God for one thing and something different happens, I always respond to 
what begins happening. I have found God always has far more to give me than I can even 
ask or think. Paul wrote,“Now to him who is able to do above and beyond all that we ask 
or think according to the power that works in us—to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen!” (Eph. 3:20-21). 

You can’t imagine a prayer that comes close to what God wants to give you. Only 
the Spirit of God knows what God is doing or purposing in your life. Let God give 
you all He wants to bestow (see 1 Cor. 2:10-12). Never be satisfied with less than God 
intends for you! 


Are you experiencing what God intends for you, or are you experi- 
encing only what you have asked for? 
What is the evidence? 


Qwie alone can guide you into the center of God’s will? 


Suppose your church wants to start a mission church in a particu- 
lar area of town. You have taken a survey to identify needs. You have 
made long-range plans. You have asked God to bless and guide your 
work. Then God begins to bring to your church a group of ethnic 
people to whom you did not intend to minister. What would you do? 
Q) a. I would not be diverted from starting the mission church we had planned. 
U b. I would add the ethnic group to our future plans. 
Q c. I would start asking God questions to learn whether we should start 

an ethnic mission church instead of or in addition to the other one. 


Q d. Other 


In this situation I would immediately go before God to clarify what He is saying. 
If I have been working and praying in one direction and I see God working in a 
different way, I adjust my life to what God is doing. You must decide whether you will 
do what you want and ask God to bless it or adjust your life to where He is working. 
We started a special emphasis to reach university students in Vancouver. We began 
with 30 students in the fall. By the end of the spring semester, about 250 were attend- 
ing. Two-thirds of these were international students. We could have said, “We didn’t plan 
for a ministry to internationals. Please go somewhere else, and may God bless you.” Of 
course, we didn’t do that. We adjusted our plans to what God was doing around us. 


SPIRITUAL CONCENTRATION 


Our problem is that when we pray, we usually don’t relate our prayers to anything that 
subsequently happens. After you pray, practice spiritual concentration. When you pray 
in a particular direction, immediately anticipate God’s activity in answer to your prayer. 
Throughout Scripture when God’s people prayed, He responded. 


eee 


UNIT 6 


Here’s what happens if you pray and then forget about what you prayed. Things 
start to happen during the day that are unusual. Seeing them as distractions, you ignore 
them and fail to connect them with what you prayed about earlier. 

When I pray, I immediately begin to watch for what happens next. I prepare to 
make adjustments to what happens in my life. When I pray, the idea that God is not 
going to answer never crosses my mind. Expect God to answer your prayers, but stick 
around for the answer. His timing is always best. 


Have you ever persistently prayed for something and not received it 
or received something different? U Yes QONo Briefly describe one 
of those experiences. 
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(5) Are you currently praying for anything God is not granting? 
Qyes ONo Ifso, what are you praying for? Why might God not 
have granted your request yet? 


EE ae 


If you answered yes to 5, pause and ask God to help you understand 
what He is doing in your life. Then watch to see what happens next or 
pay attention to what He begins to reveal to you through His Word. 


THE SILENCES OF GOD 


I went through a lengthy time when God was silent.You have probably have had that 
experience too. I had been praying for many days, but God was silent. I sensed heaven 
was shut up, and I didn’t understand what was happening. Some people had told me 
that if God does not answer my prayer, I have sin in my life. However, I had repented 
of and confessed all known sin. I could not understand God’s silence. 

Do you remember a biblical person who had a problem like this? Job did. His 
counselors told him all his problems were caused by sin, while Job claimed he and 
God were on good terms. Job did not know all God was doing during that time, but 
his counselors were wrong. God had another reason for His silence. 


Z If you have experienced silences of God, briefly describe one such time. 


an 


a> 


All I knew to do was to go back to God, believing that the God who was in a love ? 
relationship with me would let me know what was happening in my life when and if God will let you 
I needed to know. So I prayed, “Heavenly Father, I don’t understand this silence. You know what He is 
are going to have to tell me what You are doing in my life” He did—from His Word. : , i 
This became one of the most meaningful experiences in my life. doing In your life 
I did not frantically search for an answer but continued my daily reading of God's when and if you 
Word. I was convinced that as I regularly read the Word of God, the Spirit of God— 
who knew the mind of God for me—was in the process of helping me understand need to know. 
what God was doing in my life. God will let you know what He 1s doing in your life 
when and if you need to know. 
One morning I was reading the account of the death of Lazarus (see John 11:1-45). 
John reported that Jesus loved Lazarus, Mary, and Martha. Although Jesus received 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


0 God, if | ever give You a 
request and You have more 
to give me than | am asking, 
cancel my request. 


Only the Spirit of God knows 
what God is doing or purpos- 
ing in my life. 


God will let me know what 
He is doing in my life when 
and if | need to know. 


Sometimes God's silences 
are caused by sin. 


Sometimes God is silent 
as He prepares to bring me 
to a deeper understanding 
of Himself. 
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word that His good friend was sick and at the point of death, He delayed going until 
Lazarus died. In other words, Mary and Martha asked Jesus to come help their brother 
when he was sick, but Jesus remained silent. All the way through Lazarus’s final sick- 
ness and death, Jesus did not answer. They received no response from the One who 
claimed to love Lazarus. Jesus loved Mary and Martha too, yet He did nothing. 

Lazarus died, and Mary and Martha went through the funeral process, preparing 
his body, putting him in the grave, and covering it with a stone. Still, God’s silence 
continued. Finally, Jesus said to His disciples, “Let’s go.” 

When Jesus arrived, Lazarus had been dead four days. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, 
if you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died” (v. 32). Then the Spirit of God 
began to help me understand something. It seemed to me as if Jesus said to Mary and 
Martha:“‘You are exactly right. If I had come when you asked, your brother would not 
have died. You know I could have healed him, because you have seen Me heal people 
many times before. If I had come when you asked Me to, I would have healed him. 
But you would have never known any more about Me than you already understood. 
I knew you were ready for a greater revelation of Me than you have known before. 
I wanted you to experience that I am the Resurrection and the Life. My refusal and 
My silence were not rejection. They were opportunities for Me to disclose to you 
more of Me than you have ever known.” 

When that truth dawned on me, I almost jumped out of my chair. I said, “That’s 
what's happening in my life! God’ silence means He is ready to bring into my life 
a greater revelation of Himself than I have ever known.” | immediately changed my 
whole attitude toward God. With great anticipation I began to watch for what God 
was going to teach me about Himself. Then some things happened that I might never 
have responded to without that readiness and anticipation. 


© war are two possible reasons for God’s silence when you pray? 


Cra ee amc ei gg 
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Now when I pray and God is silent, I still pray through my sin checklist. Sometimes God’s 
silences are indeed caused by sin in my life. If unconfessed sin is in my life, I confess it 
and make it right. If God is still silent after that, I get ready for a new experience with 
Him. Sometimes God is silent as He prepares to bring you to a deeper understanding of 
Himself. Sometimes His silence is designed to bring you into a state of absolute depen- 
dence on and trust in God. Whenever God is silent, continue doing the last thing God 
told you and watch and wait for a fresh encounter with Him. 

You can respond to God’s silence in two ways. You can become frustrated, feel 
guilty, or be impatient. Or you can expect that God is about to bring you to a deeper 
knowledge of Himself. These responses are as different as night and day. 

Do you know what set me free? Truth. Truth is a Person who is actively involved 
in my life. The moment I understood what God might be doing, I adjusted my life to 
Him. I put away my discouragement and guilt. I quit feeling that I was of no use to 
God and He wasn’t listening to me. I made a major adjustment in my life to an attitude 
of expectation, faith, and trust. The moment I did, God began to show me how I could 
respond to Him in such a way that I would know Him on a deeper level. 


Start memorizing your Scripture memory verse for this unit and 
review your verses from other units. Remember, you may select 
a different verse and translation if you want to. 


UNIT 6 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


GOD SPEAKS THROUGH 
CIRCUMSTANCES 


The Holy Spirit uses the Bible, prayer, circumstances, and God’s people to speak to us— 


to show us the Father’s will. This third means—circumstances—is illustrated in the way To understand 
Jesus knew what the Father wanted Him to do.This is how Jesus knew the Father’s will your bad or difficult 
for His life and daily activity. Jesus described the process in John 5:17,19-20. circumstances, God's 
perspective is vital. 
Q verse 19 is your memory verse for this unit. Try to recite it now. 
iS oe feat Res ead oa] 
Jesus said He did not take the initiative in doing anything for the Father (see v. 19). 
Only the Father has the right to initiate a divine work. The Father had been working 
right up until Jesus’ time on earth, and He was still working (see v. 17). The Father 
would let the Son know what He was doing (see v. 20). When the Son saw the Father’s John 5:17 
activity, that was the Father’s invitation for the Son to join Him. “Jesus responded to them, 
‘My Father is still working, 
We have already looked at Jesus’ example. To review, see if you can fill and | am working also.’ ” 


in the blanks in the following sequence, using the key words below. 
Then check your answers on page 16. 

working everything watch Father doing initiative loves nothing 
has been working right up until now. 


The 

Now God has Me ; 

I do nothing on My own i 

I to see what the Father is doing. 

I do what I see the Father is already f 
You see, the Father Me. 

He shows Me that He Himself is doing. 
God used circumstances to reveal to Jesus what He should do. The circumstances were 
the things Jesus saw the Father doing. There are certain things only the Father can do. 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


Qa: you read this list, circle a key word or phrase in each statement. 


Do 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


God used circumstances 
to reveal to Jesus what 
He was to do. 


To understand my bad or 
difficult circumstances, 
God’s perspective is vital. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to iden 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. 


What was the most meaningful state- 
ment or Scripture you read today? 


Reword the statement or Scripture 
into a prayer of response to God. 


E In your own words, summarize what you need to do when you find 
yourself in confusing or difficult circumstances. 


Remember God is sovereign. You may face a situation like the one Job experienced in 
which God does not tell you what He is doing. In those instances, acknowledge God’s 
love and sovereignty and trust His sustaining grace to see you through the situation. 


tify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What does God want you to do 
in response to today’s study? 


Tee TROUTH OF 
YOUR CIRCUMSTANCE 


You cannot know the truth of your circumstance until you have heard from God. In 


Exodus 5—6 Moses did as God instructed and asked Pharaoh to set the Israelites free. 


Pharaoh refused and multiplied their hardship. Then the people turned against Moses 
and criticized him for causing them so much trouble. 


Qva would you have done if you had been in Moses’ place? 

Check one or more responses. 

Q a. I would have become angry at Israel and gone back to tending sheep. 

U b. I would have become bitter at God and told Him to get somebody else 
to do the job. 

Q c. I would have concluded I had misunderstood God’s will. 

U d. I would have patiently gone back to God and asked Him to give me 
His perspective on this difficult circumstance. 


Moses’ story really encourages me. The first three responses above are more like the ways 
we usually respond. If you haven’t read Exodus 5—6, you may have the idea from what I 
have said that Moses picked response d. He didn’t! He blamed God and accused Him of 
failing to do what He had promised. Moses said, “Lord, why have you caused trouble for 
this people? And why did you ever send me? 23 Ever since I went in to Pharaoh to speak 
in your name he has caused trouble for this people, and you haven't rescued your people 
at all” (Ex. 5:22-23). Moses was so discouraged he was ready to quit (see Ex. 6:12). 

I’m glad God is patient with us! He took time to reveal His perspective to Moses. 
God explained He wanted Pharaoh to resist so the people could see God’s mighty 
hand of deliverance. He wanted the people to know Him by experience as the great 
I AM. Learn from Moses’ example. When you face confusing circumstances, don’t 
blame God. Don’t give up following Him. Go to God. Ask Him to reveal the truth 
of your circumstances. Ask Him to show you His perspective. Then wait on the Lord. 

Radically orient your life to God. The most difficult thing you will ever have 
to do is deny self, take up your cross, and follow Him. The most challenging part of 
your relationship with God is being God-centered. If you recorded a day in your life, 
you might find that your prayers, your attitudes, your thoughts, and your actions are 
intensely self-centered. You may not see things from God’s perspective; rather, you may 
try to explain to God what your perspective is. When He becomes the Lord of your 
life, He alone has the right to be: the Focus of your life; the Initiator in your life; the 
Director of your life. That is what it means for Him to be Lord. 


HEARING FROM TRUTH 


When the Holy Spirit talks to you, He reveals Truth. He communicates with you 
about a Person—about Jesus. Truth is a Person (see John 14:6)! 

The disciples were in a boat during a storm, while Jesus slept at the back. If you 
had gone to those disciples in the middle of that tempest and asked them, “What is 
the truth of this situation?” what would they have said? “We perish!” Was that the 


UNIT 


You cannot know 
the truth of your 
circumstance until you 
have heard from God. 


6 


John 14:6 
“lam... the truth.” 
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Luke 7:11-17 truth? No, Truth was asleep at the back of the boat. Truth is a Person. In a moment 
“Afterward he was on his way Truth Himself would stand up and calm the storm. Then they knew the Truth of their 
to a town called Nain. His circumstance. Truth is a Person who is always present in your life. You cannot know 
disciples and a large crowd the truth of your circumstance until you have heard from God. He is Truth! Truth 
were traveling with him. Just is present and active in your life! 

as he neared the gate of 

the town, a dead man was 2 ] Read Luke 7:11-17 in the margin and answer the following questions. 
being carried out. He was his a. Suppose you were attending this funeral. Before Jesus came, how do you 
mother's only son, and she think the widow of Nain would have responded to this question: “What is 

was a widow. A large crowd the truth of this situation?” She would have said ... 


from the town was also with 

her. When the Lord saw her, 

he had compassion on her b. When Truth (Jesus) was present, what difference did He make? 
and said, ‘Don’t weep.’ Then 
he came up and touched the 
open coffin, and the pallbear- c. When Truth (Jesus) revealed Himself to that crowd, how did they respond? 
ers stopped. And he said, 
‘Young man, | tell you, get up!’ 


The dead man sat If you had asked the widow in her only son’s funeral procession, “What’s the truth of 
up and began to speak, this situation?” she might have replied, “My husband died several years ago. I had one 
and Jesus gave him to his son, and I anticipated he would comfort and care for me in my old age. Now my son 
mother. Then fear came over is dead, and I must live the rest of my life without anyone to care for me.” Was that 
everyone, and they glorified the truth? 

God, saying, ‘A great prophet No, Truth was standing in front of her! When Truth reached out, touched her son, 
has risen among us,’ and and restored him, everything changed. You never know the truth of any situation until 
‘God has visited his people.’ you have heard from Jesus. When Jesus revealed Himself in this circumstance, “fear 
This report about him went came over everyone, and they glorified God, saying,‘A great prophet has risen among 
throughout Judea and all the us, and “God has visited his people. This report about him went throughout Judea 
vicinity.” and all the vicinity.” (Luke 7:16-17). Never determine the truth of a situation only by 


looking at the circumstances. Don’t evaluate your situation until you have heard from 
Jesus. He is Truth. 


£ In your Bible, read John 6:1-15 and answer the following questions. 


av a. Five thousand hungry people were with Jesus. He wanted to feed them. 
; If you had asked the disciples what the truth of the situation was, how do 
Don't evaluate you think they would have responded? 
your situation neal mama ean ie 
until you have b. Why did Jesus ask Philip where they could buy bread (vv. 5-6)? 
heard from Jesus. M 
He IS Truth. c. When Truth (Jesus) was present, what difference did He make? 
P 
T 
SUMMARY d. When Truth (Jesus) revealed Himself to the crowd, how did they respond (v. 14)? 
STATEMENTS M 
Never determine the truth I wonder whether God ever tests our faith as He did Philip’s. Does He say, “Feed the 
of a situation by looking multitudes,” and our church responds, “Our budget can’t do it”? If you had asked the 
at the circumstances. disciples about the truth of that situation, they might have said, “We can’t do it. Lord, 
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the truth is that this situation is impossible.” Was that correct? No. We know the other 
half of the story. Wouldn’t we be better off if we trusted God with the other half of 
the story in our lives? Truth Himself fed five thousand men, plus their families, and 
had 12 baskets full of leftovers! 

Suppose God says to your church, “Take the gospel to the whole world,” and the 
church says, “We can’t. We're too small.” Truth stands in the middle of that church, as the 
Head of that congregation, to say, “Believe Me. I will never give you an order without 
releasing My power to enable it to happen. Trust Me and obey Me, and it will happen.” 


UNIT 


| cannot know the truth 
of my circumstance until 
| have heard from God. 


The Holy Spirit takes God's 
Word and reveals God's 
perspective on the circum- 
stance. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them.Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


SPIRITUAL MARKERS 


The diagrams I used for circumstances (pp. 118-20) may imply that the circumstance 
is a bad situation. That is not always the case. Sometimes the circumstance is a deci- 
sion-making situation. In a decision-making time your greatest difficulty may not be 
choosing between good and bad but choosing between good and best. You may have 
several options that appear to be equally attractive. At a time like this, begin by saying 
with all your heart, “Lord, whatever I know to be Your will, I will do it. Regardless 
of the cost and regardless of the adjustment, I commit myself ahead of time to follow 
Your will. Lord, no matter what that will looks like, I will do it!” 

If you cannot say that when you begin to seek God's will, you do not mean “Thy 
will be done” (Matt. 6:10, KJV). Instead, you mean “Thy will be done as long as it does 
not conflict with my will.” Two words in a Christian’s language cannot go together: 

“No, Lord.” If you say no to God, He is not your Lord. If He really is your Lord, your 
answer must always be yes, Lord. In decision making, always begin at this point. Do not 
proceed until you can honestly say, “Whatever You ask of me, Lord., my answer is ‘yes!’” 


PHYSICAL MARKERS OF SPIRITUAL ENCOUNTERS 


When Israel crossed the Jordan River into the promised land, God gave Joshua the follow- 
ing instructions: “Choose twelve men from the people, one man for each tribe, and 


DAY 
4 


When God gets ready 
for you to take a new 
step or direction in His 
activity, it will always 
be in sequence with 
what He has already 
been doing in your life. 
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“YES, LORDI” 


123 


EXPERIENCING GOD 


A> 


These stones 
were to serve 
as a Sign. 


A> 


These altars and 


physical markers 
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Stones became 


of great spiritual 
encounters 
with God. 


command them: Take twelve stones from this place in the middle of the Jordan where 
the priests are standing, carry them with you, and set them down at the place where 
you spend the night.” (Josh. 4:2-3). These stones were to serve as a sign to the Israelites. 
Joshua explained, “In the future, when your children ask you, “What do these stones 
mean to you?’ you should tell them, “The water of the Jordan was cut off in front of the 
ark of the Lorp’s covenant. When it crossed the Jordan, the Jordan’s water was cut off? 
Therefore these stones will always be a memorial for the Israelites” (Josh. 4:6-7). The stones 
were to remind the people of God’s mighty act on their behalf. On many other occasions 
people built altars or set up stones as a reminder of significant encounters with God. 


& Select one of the following persons you would like to study. Check 
the box beside the person you chose. Read about his encounter with 
God. Then answer the questions that follow. 


Ü Moses—Exodus 17:8-16 or 24:1-11 U Noah—Genesis 6-8 

O Abram—Genesis 12:1-8 or 13:1-18 Q) Joshua—Joshua 3:5-4:9 

U Isaac—Genesis 26:17-25 Q Gideon—Judges 6:11-24 
Q) Jacob—Genesis 28:10-22; 35:1-7 U Samuel—1 Samuel 7:1-13 


Briefly describe the encounter between this person and God. What did God 
do? 


Why do you think the person built an altar or set up a stone marker? 


What, if any, special names of God or of the stone/altar does the text give? 


Often people in the Old Testament set up stone markers or altars as reminders of their 
encounters with God. Places like Bethel (house of God) and Rehoboth (room) became 
reminders of God’s great activity in the midst of His people. Moses named an altar The 
Lord is my Banner, and Samuel called a stone Ebenezer, saying, “The Lorp has helped 
us” (1 Sam. 7:12). These altars and stones became physical markers of great spiritual 
encounters with God. They provided opportunities for people to teach their children 
about God’ activity on behalf of His people. 


SEEING GOD'S PERSPECTIVE 


God works in sequence to accomplish His divine purposes. What He did in the past 
was accomplished with a Kingdom purpose in mind. What He is doing in the present 
is in sequence with the past and with the same Kingdom purpose. Every act of God 
builds on the past, with a view toward the future. 

When God called Abraham (see Gen. 12), He began to develop a people for Himself. 
When He came to Isaac, Isaac saw God's perspective when God reminded him of His 
relationship with Isaac’s father, Abraham (see Gen. 26:24). To Jacob God identified 
Himself as the God of Abraham and Isaac (see Gen. 28:13). When God encountered Moses, 
He helped Moses see His perspective on what He was doing through history. He said 
He was the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (see Ex. 3:6-10). At each new step in His 
divine plan, God involved a person. Often in the call God rehearsed His previous activity 
so the individual could see God’s perspective on what was happening at that moment. 


UNIT 6 


Throughout Deuteronomy Moses reviewed all God had done for Israel. God was 
preparing to move the people into the promised land, and He wanted His people to 


have the perspective of history as they took this new step. In Deuteronomy 29 Moses ~ 
briefly summarized the nation’s history. At this time of covenant renewal, Moses 
wanted to remind the people to be faithful in following God. They were getting ready Israel needed 


to change leaders (from Moses to Joshua) and move into the promised land. They to see the new 
needed to see this new direction from God’s perspective. Israel needed to see their i i 
current undertaking was in line with all God had done previously. direction was 
In the diagram on the inside back cover, God’s purposes are illustrated by the in line with 
arrow at the top of the diagram. 
all God had 


done previously. 


Look at the perspective God gave Moses when He called him into 
service at the burning bush in Exodus 3. On the lines that follow, write: 
e past beside items that speak of God’s past activity with His people; 
e present beside items that speak of what God was doing at the time 
He spoke to Moses; 
e future beside items that speak of what God was going to do. 
a.“I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob” (v. 6). 
b.“I have observed the misery of my people in Egypt, and I have 
heard them crying out because of their oppressors” (v. 7). 
c.“I know about their sufferings, and I have come down 
to rescue them from the power of the Egyptians” (vv. 7-8). 
d. “Therefore, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh so that you may 
lead my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt” (v. 10). 
e. “I will certainly be with you, and this will be the sign to you that 
I am the one who sent you: when you bring the people out of 
Egypt, you will all worship God at this mountain” (v. 12). 
f.“I have promised you that I will bring you up from the misery 
of Egypt to the land of the Canaanites ... —a land flowing with 
milk and honey” (v. 17). 
g. “I will give these people such favor with the Egyptians that 
when you go, you will not go empty-handed. ... So you will 
plunder the Egyptians” (vv. 21-22). 
#2 answers: Items a, b, and f are past. Items c and d are present. Items e and g are future. 


Do you see what God was doing with Moses? He was helping him see his call from 
God’s perspective. 
* God had been working with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and even Moses’ father 
to build a nation. 
e God had promised Abraham He would bring the people out of bondage 
and give them the promised land. 
e God had been watching over them in Egypt. 
e Now He was responding to their suffering. 
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e God had chosen to involve Moses in His divine purpose for Israel. He was going 
to use Moses to deliver the Israelites from Egypt and plunder the Egyptians 
at the same time. 

e After Moses obeyed, God would bring them to this very mountain to worship. 
This worship service on the mountain would be Moses’ sign God had sent him. 


God wants to involve you in His purposes. God has been working in the world all 
along (see John 5:17). He was accomplishing His purposes for your life prior to your 
birth, and He has been active in your life since you were born. God said to Jeremiah 
the prophet, “Before I formed you in the womb; I set you apart before you were born. 
I appointed you a prophet to the nations” (Jer. 1:5). When God is ready for you to take 
a new step or direction in His activity, it will always be in sequence with what He has 
already been doing in your life. He does not go off on tangents or take meaningless 
detours. He builds your character in an orderly fashion with a divine purpose in mind. 


aie A SPIRITUAL INVENTORY 


A spiritual marker I have found it helpful to identify spiritual markers in my life. Each time I have encoun- 
j dentifi es a time of tered God’s call or directions for my life, I have mentally built a spiritual marker at that 
= ‘a point. A spiritual marker identifies a time of transition, decision, or direction when I 
transition, decision, clearly know God has guided me. Over time I can look back at these spiritual mark- 

or direction when ers and see how God has faithfully directed my life according to His divine purpose. 
When I face a decision about God’ direction, I review those spiritual markers. I 

I clea rly know God don’t take the next step without the context of God’ full activity in my life. This helps 
has guided me. me see God’s perspective for my past and present. Then I examine the options before 
me, looking to see which direction is most consistent with what God has been doing in 

my life. Often one of these opportunities will be right in line with what God has already 

been doing. If none of the directions seem consistent, I continue to pray and wait on the 

Lord’s guidance. When circumstances do not align with what God is saying in the Bible 
and in prayer, I assume the timing may be wrong. I then wait for God to reveal His timing. 


a In your own words, write a definition of spiritual marker. 


Using the previous paragraph, describe in your own words how you 
could use spiritual markers to help you discern God’s direction at a 
time of decision. 


Qwry do you think spiritual markers are helpful? What do they help 
you do? 


When I was approached about taking a position with my denomination to direct 
its emphasis on prayer and spiritual awakening, I had never held such a job. Only 
God could reveal whether this was part of His divine purpose. I recalled the spiritual 
markers in my life to see this decision from God’s perspective. 


126 


UNIT 6 


My heritage goes back to England, where a number of my family were graduates 
of Spurgeon’s College at a time when Charles Spurgeon was trying to win England 
to Christ. I grew up in a town in Canada where an evangelical witness for Christ was 
desperately needed. My father served as a lay pastor to help start a mission church in that 
town. In my teen years I began to sense a deep burden for communities all across Canada 
that did not have an evangelical church. When I was in seminary, God assured me He SUMMARY 
loved my nation enough to want to bring a great movement of His Spirit across our land. awa anna 
When I accepted God’s call to go to Saskatoon as a pastor, God used the prospect of a 
spiritual awakening there to affirm my call. While I was in Saskatoon, a spiritual awaken- In a decision-making time 
ing erupted in that city and spread throughout Canada and across the world. my greatest difficulty may 
One day a man called me and said,“Henry, for more than two years we have prayed not be choosing between 
about filling a position for the Office for Prayer and Spiritual Awakening. Would you good and bad but choosing 
consider coming and directing our denomination in the area of spiritual awakening?” between good and best. 
As I reviewed God’ activity in my life (my spiritual markers), I saw that an emphasis ; E ee 
on spiritual awakening was an important element throughout my ministry. I said, “You Two words in a Christia 1S 
could have asked me to do anything else in the world, and I would not have considered language cannot go § 
leaving what I am doing, but spiritual awakening has been a deep current that has run together: “No, Lord.” E 
through my life since the time I was a teenager.” After much prayer and confirmation in © sare mip — 
the Word and by other believers, I accepted the position. God didn’t shift me; He focused God works in sequence 


| 
| 


me on something He had been doing throughout the course of my life. to accomplish His divine 
purposes. 


6) Prepare a spiritual inventory of your life and identify your spiritual 
markers. These may begin with your heritage, your salvation expe- 
rience, and times you made significant decisions about your future. 
What are some times of transition, decision, or direction in your life 
when you clearly knew that God guided you? Using a separate sheet 
of paper, your spiritual journal, or a notebook, start preparing a list. 
If God used specific Scriptures to speak during those times, record 


the Scriptures. Add to it as you continue to reflect and pray about A spiritual marker identifies a 
God’s activity in your life. time of transition, decision, or 
direction when | clearly know 
You will have an opportunity to share some of your spiritual markers in this week’s that God has guided me. 


small group session. 
Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


| 
| 
| 
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As I function in 
relationship to the 
church, | depend 
on others in the 
church to help me 
understand God's will. 


Ephesians 4:15-16 


“Speaking the truth in love, 
let us grow in every way 

into him who is the head— 
Christ. From him the whole 
body, fitted and knit together 


by every supporting ligament, 


promotes the growth of the 
body for building itself up in 
love by the proper working 
of each individual part.” 
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GOD SPEAK 
THROUGH TH Ee z 


The Holy Spirit speaks to us through God’s people, the local church. Later in this 


course we will devote a whole unit to ways a church hears and understands God’s will. 


Today we will look at some ways you can understand God’s will through the church. 


Let’s review for a moment. Answer the following questions. 
a. How did God speak in the Old Testament? 


b. How did God speak in the Gospels? 


c. How does God speak from Acts to the present? 


d. What are four ways the Holy Spirit speaks? 


THE BODY OF CHRIST 


One problem many churches face today is they have so emphasized the doctrine of the 
priesthood of believers they have lost their sense of corporate identity. What does that 
mean in simple words? Christians think their walk with God is independent of anyone 
else and they are not accountable to the church. It is true Christians have direct access 
to God through Christ. However, God created the church as His redemptive agent in 
the world. He has a purpose for the church. God places every member in a church to 
accomplish His redemptive purposes through that congregation. 

A church is a body—the body of Christ (see 1 Cor. 12:27). Jesus Christ is the 
Head of every local church (see Eph. 4:15), and God places every member in the 
body as it pleases Him (see 1 Cor. 12:18). The Holy Spirit manifests Himself to every 
person for the common good (see 1 Cor. 12:7). The Father fits together the whole 
body (see Eph. 5:16), and the Holy Spirit enables and equips members to function 
where the Father has placed them in the body. The body builds itself up until every 
member experiences the fullness of Christ (see Eph. 4:13). God made us mutually 
interdependent. We need one another. What one lacks, others in the body can supply. 

What God is doing in and through the body is essential to my knowing how to 
respond to Him. When I see Him working in my church, I immediately adjust and 
put my life in that place too. In the church I let God use me in any way He chooses to 
complete His work in other members. This was Paul’s goal when he said, “We proclaim 
him, awarning and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone 
mature in Christ.” (Col. 1:28). Paul constantly asked believers to become vitally involved 


with his life and ministry. The effectiveness of Paul’s ministry rested on them (see Eph. 


6:19; Col. 4:3; 2 Thess. 3:1-2). 


Read 1 Corinthians 12:7-31. Beside each statement, put a response 

from this passage. 

a. Paul addressed the Christians of a local church in the city of Corinth. What 
is a local church (v. 27)? 


b. Circle the picture in the margin that best illustrates how your church func- 
tions (v. 12). 


c. What does verse 25 say should be true of the church? Does this describe 
your church? 


d. Based on verses 14-24, mark the following statements T (true) or F (false). 
Rewrite the false statements on the lines to state them correctly. 
— (1) The church is a democracy. The majority rules. 
— (2) Some members are more important than others, because they hold 
a greater responsibility. 
— (3) In every church there are people who are hurting and upset about 
something. The church can’t be distracted by such malcontents. 


— (4) God speaks to the church staff or elders and they tell the rest of the 
church what God’s will is. 

— (5) If the church will not grant me more responsibility, I will start look- 
ing for another church. 


A local church is the body of Christ (2-a). All believers worldwide are united in the king- 
dom of God under the rule of the King! But the local church is to function like a body. 
It is not part of a body. It is a body. God has always intended for the church to func- 
tion as a unit, not as individual parts. A church should not be divided. If your church 
is fragmented, it is unhealthy. The Great Physician, Christ Himself, can heal the body 
if your church will let Him. 

Apart from the body you cannot fully know God’s will for relating to God’s 
people. Without the eye the hand does not know where to touch. Without the ear 
the rest of the body may not know when or how to respond. Every member needs to 
listen to what the other members say. If the members are not talking about what they 
sense God is doing in their midst, the whole body will be disoriented to God. 


ALLOW GOD TO SPEAK THROUGH THE CHURCH 


As I function in relationship to the church, I depend on others in the congregation to 
help me understand God’s will. Let me illustrate this for you. Then in unit 10 we will 
spend more time studying the way members function as part of a body. 

While I was in seminary, I was involved in a local church. The first year I taught 
teenage boys, and I did so with a willing heart. The next year I was asked to be the 
music and education director. I had never done either job in my life. I had sung in a 
choir, but I had never led congregational music. I knew nothing about directing the 
educational program of a church. Here is the way I approached this decision. 

The people of God at this church needed a leader. As they prayed, they sensed 
God had purposely put me there to meet that need. I also saw the need and realized 


UNIT 6 


a> 


Apart from 
the body you 
cannot fully 
know Gods will 
for relating to 
God's people. 
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SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


Achurch is a body— 
the body of Christ! 


God places every member in 
the body as it pleases Him. 


Apart from the body | cannot 
fully know God's will for my 
relationship to the body. 


As | function in relationship 
to the church, | depend on 
others in the church to help 
me understand God’s will. 


God wanted to use me to meet it. As a servant of Jesus Christ, I did not have the option 
to say no. I believed the Head—Jesus Christ—could speak through the rest of the body 
to guide me to know how I should function in their midst. I said I would do my best. 
For two years I served as the music and education director. Then the church voted 
to call me to be their pastor. I hadn’t preached three sermons in my life. I had not gone 
to seminary because I felt called to be a pastor, but I had gone because I felt called by 
God into a relationship with Him for whatever He had in mind. I sensed I needed theo- 
logical training so I would have tools with which to serve God. I didn’t say, “I am going 
into foreign missions or home missions.” I didn’t confine myself to music or education 
or preaching. I said, ““Lord, whatever You direct me to do in relation to Your body, that is 
what I will do. I am Your servant for Your purposes.” I agreed to be the church’ pastor. 
In the church a need does not constitute the call. A need, however, is not to be 
ignored. Don’t be afraid to let the body of believers assist you in knowing God’s will. 
Also keep in mind that one individual is not the church. In the final analysis you must 
take all the counsel of people and go to God for clear direction. You will find that a 
number of things will begin to line up. When what you hear from the Bible, prayer, 
circumstances, and the church says the same thing, you can proceed with confidence. 
You may say, “Henry, you don’t know my church. I can’t depend on them to help 
me know God’ will.” Be careful. When you say that, you have said more about what 
you believe about God than what you believe about your church. You are saying, “Henry, 
not even God can work through these people. He is not powerful enough.” I don’t think 
you believe that in your mind, but what you do says more about what you believe about 
God than what you say. This is the point where we need to focus on the crisis of belief. 
When God speaks, you have to decide what you really believe about God and act on it. 


Qwiite your Scripture memory verse (John 5:19) on the following lines. 


4 | Review your other Scripture memory verses and be prepared to 
recite them to a partner in your small group session this week. 


If you have not completed your list of spiritual markers (day 4), 
try to finish it before your group session this week. Bring the paper 
or notebook with you to the session. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


UNIT 6 


— MS 
GOD SPEAKS, PART 2 


SESSION 6 


VIDEO TEACHING NOTES 


1.A circumstance is an event in your life through which God chooses to speak. Scriptures 
2. Just because a door seems closed to you does not mean it is closed to God. Referenced 
3. Christians need the Spirit of Truth to explain the doors that are before us. John 14:6 
4.When trying to discern if God is speaking: John 4:35-41 
1. Measure the source. 2. Compare to other spiritual markers from your life. 1 Corinthians 1:18 
5. All of the different ways that God speaks work together. Acts 15:36-41 
Acts 16:6-34 


YOUR NOTES John 13:20 
1 Corinthians 12:12-31 


Sharing Time 


* One of the most 
meaningful statements 
or Scriptures from 
this unit’s lessons and 
your prayer response 
to God. Choose one 
from pages 117, 120, 
123, 127, and 130. 

e Spiritual markers in 
your life (activity 6, 
p. 127). 


UNIT REVIEW 


Write the first four realities of experiencing God in your own words. 


1. Work: 


2. Relationship: 
Streamable session 


videos are included 
with the purchase price 
4. Speaks: of this book. Look for 
your access code on the 
insert attached in the 
Check your answers on the inside back cover. back of this book. 


3. Invitation: 
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VERSE TO MEMORIZE 


Porte: C Rin (or BELE 


A Faith Budget for Our Church 


One year the members of our finance committee said, “Pastor, you have taught us to 
walk by faith in every area of our church except the budget.” I asked them to explain. 
They said, “We develop the budget on the basis of what we believe we can do. It does 
not reflect that we expect God to do anything.” 

“Then how do you feel we ought to produce the budget?” I asked. 

They said, “First, we ought to determine all God wants to do through us in the 
coming year. Second, we need to estimate what that will cost. Then we need to divide 
the budget revenue into three categories: (1) what we plan to do through our own 
giving, (2) what others have promised to give in support of our work, and (3) what we 
must depend on God to do.” 

As a church we prayed and decided God wanted us to use this approach to 
budgeting. We did not try to dream our own dreams for God. We had to be absolutely 
certain God was leading us to do the things we put in the budget. Then we listed what 
that would cost. We estimated what we believed our people would give and what 
others (the mission board, partnership churches, and individuals) had said they would 
contribute. The difference between what we could reasonably expect to receive and 
the total was what we asked God to provide. 

The big question was, What would our operating budget be? By faith we adopted 
the grand total as our operating budget. At this point we reached a crisis of belief. 
Did we really believe the God who had led us to do these things would provide the 
resources to bring them to pass? Anytime God leads you to do something that has 
God-sized dimensions, you will face a crisis of belief. At that point what you do next 
reveals what you believe about God. 

That year we set our budget at more than twice the amount we would normally 
have planned. Yet at year end God had exceeded even that amount by providing us 
with revenue we could not have anticipated. God taught our church a lesson in faith 
that radically changed us all. 
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When God tells me 
what He wants to do 
through me, | will 
face a crisis of belief. 


\ 
25° 


CRISIS OF BELIEF 


A> 


The way you live 
your life 
is a testimony 
to what 
you believe 
about God. 
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- ATURNING POINT 


See if you can write out the fifth reality from memory. Check the 
back of the book if you need to. 


This unit focuses on a major turning point in following God’s will. When God invites 
you to join Him in His work, He has a God-sized assignment for you. You will quickly 
realize you cannot do what He is asking on your own. If God doesn’t help you, you 
will fail. This is the crisis of belief when you must decide whether to believe God for 
what He wants to do through you. At this point many people decide not to follow 
what they sense God is leading them to do. Then they wonder why they do not expe- 
rience God's presence and activity the way other Christians do. Let’s review in order 
to see the relationship between the crisis of belief and what you have already studied. 


When you consider assignments God gave to people in the Bible 
that seemed impossible, which stories come to mind? List a couple. 
What made the tasks impossible? 


Qwix is something God has asked you to do that has caused a crisis 
of belief in your life? For example, it might be to go on a mission trip, 
lead a Bible study, or speak in public. Why would God ask you to do 
something that was so difficult? 


The word crisis comes from a Greek word that means decision or judgment. A crisis of 
belief is not a calamity in your life but a turning point where you must make a decision. 
It is a situation that forces you to decide what you truly believe about God. The way you 
respond at this turning point will determine whether you become involved with God 
in something God-sized that only He can do or whether you will continue to go your 
own way and miss what He purposed for your life. This is not a one-time experience. 
It is a regular occurrence. The way you live your life is a testimony to what you believe 
about God. 


You read about our church-budgeting process (p. 133). In that experi- 

ence, what was the crisis of belief? Check your response. 

OQ a. When the committee decided to change the way we developed the budget. 

O b. When the church had to decide what God was leading us to do in the 
coming year. 

O c. When the committee had to decide whether to recommend the grand total 
as the operating budget or what it knew the church could afford to do. 


In a sense every one of these choices could have been checked. In each case we had 
to decide what we believed about God. The greatest crisis came, however, when we 
decided to operate on the grand total rather than what we knew we could afford. 
Operating on our projected revenue would not require much faith. We were sure we 
could do that. But operating on a budget incorporating everything God had told us 
to do required faith. We could not see any way to get that much money unless God 
miraculously provided it. Do you see the turning point—the crisis of belief? We could 
have decided on the lesser amount, met our budget, and never known anything more 
about God. People in the community watching our church would have merely seen 
what well-intentioned people could do. They would not have seen God at work. 

Another crisis of belief came in the middle of our church’s building program. We 
had a unique opportunity to buy a building on Main Street in Allan, Saskatchewan, Canada, 
for use as a church building for our mission. Len Koster, our mission pastor, talked with 
the owner, who said, “I bought this for $15,000, and I put $7,000 into it. But we will 
sell this building to you and the property on Main Street for $15,000.” He asked us for 
$9,000 down and said he would give us a loan of $6,000 at 8 percent interest. 

Len said, “Give us two weeks, and we will get back to you.” 

We were a small group of people ourselves, and we were already sponsoring 
four missions. At that point we were $100,000 short in our own building program. 
God had called us to start the mission, but we didn’t have nine cents, let alone $9,000. 
We asked the church family, “What do you suppose God wants us to do?” 

With one heart the church said, “Let’s earnestly pray that God will provide for 
our mission.” We began to pray. We decided that any unexpected money that came in 
during the next two weeks would be God’s provision for Allan in answer to our prayer. 

Almost a week later I received a phone call from a church in Halfway, Texas. The 
caller said, “Someone came by our church and told us that you are doing mission 
work. Would you describe it to us over the phone?” I did. He said, “We are thinking of 
sending you $5,000 and then $200 a month for two years to support a mission pastor. 
Do you know where that might be used?” 

“Oh, yes,” I said. “We would use it in Allan. We have been praying for Allan.” 

The next day another pastor called and said, “Someone has told our church 
about the mission work you are doing. A woman in our church whose husband was 
an evangelist would like to give $1,000 to mission work. Do you know a place that 
could use the money?” 

I said, “Oh, yes! We are praying for our mission in Allan.” Now we had $6,000 for 
the building and $200 for a pastor. We kept praying. At the end of the two weeks we 
were short $3,000. Len went back to see the owner. 

Before Len could say anything, this man said, “By the way, since you were last 
here, I’ve been thinking about income tax. It would be much better for me if you put 
$6,000 down, and I will carry the $9,000 at 8 percent. How would that be?” 

“Oh,” Len said. “That is exactly what I was going to suggest.” We got the clear 
deed to the property and built that church. That church has since bought other prop- 
erty, built another building, and sponsored several other missions. 

If we had looked at what we had in the bank, would we have proceeded? Not at 
all. If we had looked at all of the circumstances, would we have moved forward? No. 
But what you believe about God will determine what you do. When God tells you 
what He wants to do through you, you will face a crisis of belief. What you do next 
reveals what you believe. You will never experience God as He wants you to, if you 
only attempt things you can do. God wants the world to see Him, working through 
you. That always requires a step of faith which results in a crisis of belief. 
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av 


When God tells 
you what He 
wants to do 
through you, 
you will face a 
crisis of belief. 
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4) In your own words, define crisis of belief: Write in the margin. 


Read each passage of Scripture and describe the crisis of belief. 
Joshua 6:1-5: 


Judges 6:33; 7:1-8: 
1 Chronicles 14:8-16: 
Matthew 17:24-27: 


Have you or your church ever faced a crisis of belief when you sensed 
God wanted you to do something beyond what you could do? 

OYes Q No Ifso, briefly describe one situation and how you 

or your church responded. 


What did your response demonstrate about your belief in God? 
Did it reveal faith or a lack of faith? 


Would you tell an army to follow you in walking around a city expecting the walls to 
fall down when you blew some trumpets? That was a crisis of belief for Joshua and for 
all Israel. They had to decide if they believed God could do what He said. Though they 
had just seen God dam up the Jordan River for them to cross, this next step required 
faith. In fact, every assignment God gave Israel required a new measure of faith. 

Gideon struggled with his crisis of belief. Vast forces of the Midianites, Amale- 
kites, and other eastern peoples were prepared to attack his people. Gideon started 
with 32,000 men, but God had Gideon send 31,700 of them home. He was going to 
give victory with only 300 soldiers. Do you see what a difference it made from God's 
perspective? When the battle was won, everyone knew God did it! 

David, a faithful servant of the Lord, refused to rely on human wisdom for guid- 
ance. He asked for God’s direction. Even though God said He would give David victory 
over the Philistines, was this a crisis of belief for David? Yes! David still had to decide 
what he believed about God, and he had to trust God to do what He said He would do. 

An important characteristic of David’s walk with the Lord is that he stayed in a 
close relationship with God. He didn’t rely on yesterday’s guidance for today, and he 
didn’t use human wisdom to decide whether to attack this second time. This is a good 
example of how God wants you to depend on Him—through an ongoing relationship 
with Him, not relying on a tried and true method, or on previous success. What worked 
yesterday or in another church may not be what God wants to use today. Only He has 
a right to tell you what to do next. 

Peter was a fisherman. Never before had he found coins in a fish’s mouth. Great 
faith was required to go and catch one fish to find the exact amount of money needed 
to pay their taxes. When he acted in faith, God provided. 

As we continue our study of the crisis of belief, we will examine four truths. 


UNIT 7 


8) In the following list underline a key word or phrase in each truth. 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


When God invites me to join 
Him in His work, He has a 
God-sized assignment for me. 


Write your Scripture memory verse for this unit on the following 
lines and review your verses from previous units. 


When God tells me what 
He wants to do through me, 
| will face a crisis of belief. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? — into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


God at Work in Angola Prison 


Burl Cain became the warden at the Louisiana State Penitentiary at Angola, LA. 
It was one of the largest and most violent men’s prisons in America. There were over 5200 inmates, 
with 3700 serving life sentences. Eighty-eight men waited on death row. Murders and acts of 
violence occurred regularly. Hopelessness prevailed. Burl sensed God telling him to bring hope to 
the inmates. It seemed impossible. His workplace felt like the most hopeless place on earth. He 
eventually offered Experiencing God to the inmates. So many were saved that violence dropped 
73%. Inmates felt called into ministry so a Bible College was established. Inmates began being 
sent out as missionaries to other maximum security prisons. God asked Cain to do the impossible, 
then God did the seemingly impossible through him. 
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ENCOUNTERS WITH GOD 
REQUIRE FAITH 


When God speaks, your response requires faith. Throughout Scripture when God 


Faith is confidence revealed Himself, His purposes, and His ways, the response to Him required faith. 
that what God has 

promised or said gB Read the following Scriptures and respond to the questions. 

will come to pass. a. “Faith is the reality of what is hoped for, the proof of what is not seen” 


(Heb. 11:1). What is faith? 
ASST: 


b. “For we walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7). Are you currently walking 
by faith or by sight? 


c. “A prophet who presumes to speak a message in my name that I have not 
commanded him to speak ... must die. When a prophet speaks in the Lorp’s 
name, and the message does not come true or is not fulfilled, that is a mes- 
sage the Lorp has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously” 
(Deut. 18:20,22). How important is it for your faith to be in God and what 
He says rather than in what you or someone else claims you ought to do? 


d. Jesus said, “The one who believes in me will also do the works that I do. 
And he will do even greater works than these, because I am going to the 
Father” (John 14:12). What is the potential of faith? 


e. “I tell you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will tell this 
mountain, ‘Move from here to there, and it will move. Nothing will be 
impossible for you” (Matt. 17:20-21). How much faith is required for God 
to do through you what is humanly impossible? 


f. Paul said, “My speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of 
wisdom but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith 
might not be based on human wisdom but on God’s power” (1 Cor. 2:4-5). 
On what should we base our faith? 

On what should we not base our faith? 


g.“If you do not stand firm in your faith, then you will not stand at all” (Isa. 7:9). 
Why is faith so important? 


Faith is confidence that what God promised or said will come to pass. Sight is the 
opposite of faith. If you can clearly see how something can be accomplished, more 
than likely, faith is not required. Remember the illustration about our church budget? 
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If we had chosen to operate on what we knew we could do, faith would not have been 
necessary. Faith was believing that the God who called us to the assignments was the 
One who would provide for their accomplishment. 

Your faith does not rest on a concept or an idea. Faith must be in a Person—God 
Himself. Faith is not drawing up a grandiose idea and then asking God to make it 
come to pass. If you or someone else decides something would be good to do and 
then leads people to “believe” or “have faith,’ you are in a dangerous position. Faith 
is valid only in God and in what He says He is purposing to do. If what you want to 
happen is from you and not from God, you must depend on your own resources to 
bring it about. Before you call yourself, your family, or your church to exercise faith, 
be sure you have heard a word from God. 

With only mustard-seed-size faith in God, anything is possible. Jesus said His 
followers would do greater things than He had done. Our faith, however, must be based 
on God’s power and not on human wisdom. Without faith you will stumble and fall. 


SOMETHING ONLY GOD CAN DO 


Moses could not deliver the children of Israel from Pharaoh’s army, cross the Red Sea 
on dry land, produce water from a rock, or provide food for a multitude. Moses had 
to have faith that the God who called him would do what He said. Joshua could not 
take the Israelites across the Jordan River on dry land, bring down walled cities, defeat 
powerful enemies, or make the sun stand still. Only God could accomplish these 
things. Joshua had to have faith in God. 

In the New Testament this was also true for the disciples. With their own resources, 
they could not feed the multitudes, heal the sick, calm a storm, or raise the dead. Only 
God could do these things. But God invited His disciples to let Him do those things 
through them. 

When God lets you know what He wants to do through you, it will be some- 
thing only He can do. What you believe about Him will determine what you do next. 
If you have faith in the God who called you, you will obey Him, and He will bring 
to pass what He purposed to do. If you lack faith, you will not do what He asks. That 
is disobedience. Jesus asked those around Him, “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord, and 
don’t do the things I say?” (Luke 6:46). He frequently rebuked His disciples for their 
unbelief. Their lack of faith revealed they did not know who He was. Thus, they did 
not realize what He could do. 


Answer the following questions. 

a. What is something God wanted to do through Moses that only God could do? 

b. What is something Jesus wanted to do through the disciples that only God 
could do? 

c. Why does God ask people to do things that are impossible? 

d Hebrews 11:6 says that, without faith, it is impossible to please God. Why is 

that? What does your life reflect about your faith in God? Based on the level 


of your faith, how pleasing are you to God? 


e. If you obey God, what does that demonstrate? 


UNIT 7 


a> 


Faith is valid 
only in God 
and in what 
He says He is 


purposing to do. 
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av 


Obedience 
indicates 
faith in God. 


Mark 10:27 


“Looking at them, Jesus 
said, ‘With man it is 
impossible, but not with 
God, because all things 
are possible with God.’ ” 


140 


Faith was required of Moses and the disciples. When God calls a person to join Him in 
a God-sized task, faith is always required. Obedience indicates faith in God. Disobedi- 
ence often reveals a lack of faith. Without faith a person cannot please God. If a church 
is not walking by faith, God is not pleased with it either. 

We face the same crisis Bible characters dealt with. When God speaks, what He 
asks of us will require faith. Our major problem, however, is self-centeredness. We 
assume we have to accomplish the assignment in our own strength and with our 
current resources. We think, I can’t do that. That is impossible. 

We forget that when God speaks, He always reveals what He is going to do—not 
what He wants us to do for Him. We join Him so He does His work through us.We don’t 
have to be able to accomplish the task with our limited ability or resources. With faith 
we can confidently proceed to obey Him because we know He is going to bring to pass 
what He purposes. Jesus indicated that what is impossible with man is possible with God 
(see Mark 10:27). The Scriptures continually bear witness to this fact. 

The church I pastored sensed that God wanted to use us to reach people through- 
out our province. The province contained hundreds of cities, towns, and villages. This 
meant we would have to start many new churches. To do so, we felt God was leading 
us to call Len Koster to become our minister of mission outreach. He would equip the 
church to start churches. 

For 14 years Len had pastored small churches. Len was so committed to the Lord 
that he worked at a gas station for 14 years in order to pastor bivocationally. Without 
a part-time pastor these churches would have had no pastor at all. In that time Len 
and his wife, Ruth, had saved seven thousand dollars, hoping one day they would have 
enough money to buy their own home. When Len felt absolutely convinced he ought 
to come help us start churches, I said, “Len, we have no money to move you and no 
money to pay you.” At that time, our church was only averaging 60 in attendance. 

He said, “Henry, the God who has called me will help me. We will use the money 
from our savings, and we will come.” Later Len came into my office and said, “Henry, 
my wife and I prayed and talked all night. I have worked bivocationally for 14 years, 
and I have no problem working to provide for my family. But the need here is so great 
and God’s direction is so clear I believe I need to work full-time. My wife and I real- 
ized last night that the seven thousand dollars we have in the bank is God’s, and He 
wants us to use that for our living expenses. When we have exhausted that, He will 
show us what to do next. So Henry, don’t worry about my support.” 

When Len left the room, I fell on my face and wept before the Father. I said, 
“Father, I don’t understand why such a faithful couple must make this kind of sacrifice.” 
I saw in Len and Ruth a great faith that was demonstrated by their actions. 

Two days later I received a letter from a Presbyterian layman in Kamloops, British 
Columbia. It simply said, “I understand a man named Len Koster has come to work 
with you. God has laid it on my heart to help support his ministry. Enclosed find a 
check for seven thousand dollars to be used for his support.” When I opened that letter, 
I got back on my knees and wept before the Father again. This time I asked Him to 
forgive me for not trusting Him when He told me I could. 

I called Len and said, “Len, you have placed your life savings on the altar of sacri- 
fice, but God has something else in the bushes. The God who says, ‘I am your Provider’ 
has just provided!” (Gen.22:13-14). Then I told him the news. Do you know what 
that did in Len’s life? Can you imagine what it did for our church? We all grew in our 
faith to believe God. After that we stepped out in faith time and time again, and we 
saw God do amazing things. We never could have experienced God that way if we had 
not stepped out in faith to call Len. That experience helped us learn how to trust God. 


When you encounter God, it will bring a crisis of belief. That crisis will require 


faith. Without faith you will not be able to please God. 


Describe a time in your life when God invited you to join Him, but 
you did not respond because you lacked faith. 


Describe a time in your life that required faith in God, and you 
responded in faith—a time when you could see no way to accomplish 
the task unless God did it through you or in you. 


What, if anything, do you know God wants you to do now that seems 
impossible? 


Are you waiting for God to put everything in place before you step 
out in faith? Q Yes LJ No If so, is that still faith? (Heb. 11:6) 


Have you ever wanted to pray like the disciples when they asked the 
Lord, “Increase our faith” (Luke 17:5)? Q Yes L No When and why? 


Take time now to pray about increasing your faith and what God 
wants to do through your life. Write a prayer to Him. 


Sight is the opposite of faith. 
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SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


When God speaks, my 
response requires faith. 


Before | call myself, my 
family, or my church to exer- 
cise faith, | must be sure | 
have heard a word from God. 


What | believe about God 
will determine what | do. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- 
ment or Scripture you read today? 


Reword the statement or Scripture 
into a prayer of response to God. 


What does God want you to do 
in response to today’s study? 
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God is interested in 
the world’s coming 
to know Him. 
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EN COUNTERS WITH GOD 
ARE GOD SIZED 


God intends for the world to come know Him. The only way people will understand 
what God is like is to see Him at work in their world. They will know His nature 
when they see it expressed in His activity. Whenever God involves you in His activity, 
the assignment will have Godlike dimensions to it. 

Some people say, “God would never ask me to do something that’s impossible.” 
On the contrary, if the assignment I sense God is giving me is something I know I can 
handle on my own, I assume it probably is not from God. The assignments God gave 
in the Bible were God-sized. They were always beyond what people could do in their 
strength because He wanted to demonstrate His nature, His strength, His provision, 
and His love to His people and to a watching world. 


From memory, list some assignments God (either the Father or Jesus) 
gave to people in the Bible that were God-sized assignments—things 
that seemed impossible. 


You could name many God-sized assignments in Scripture. God told Abraham to 
father a nation when Abraham had no son and Sarah was past childbearing age. He 
told Moses to deliver the children of Israel, to cross the Red Sea, and to provide water 
from a rock. He told Gideon to defeat the large Midianite army with only three 
hundred men. Jesus told the disciples to feed the multitudes and to make disciples of 
all nations. None of these things were humanly possible. When people see something 
happen that only God can do, they come to know God. 


ey Read the following biblical accounts of God’s activity through His 
servants. Underline statements that indicate how people responded to 
God’s activity when they observed it. I have underlined one for you. 


God told Moses to lead the Israelites to camp beside the Red Sea. God knew He was 
going to deliver them by dividing the sea and letting them cross on dry ground. He 
said, “I will receive glory by means of Pharaoh and all his army, and the Egyptians 
will know that I am the Lorp” (Ex. 14:4). What was the result? “When Israel saw the 
great power that the Lorp used against the Egyptians, the people feared the Lorn and 
believed in him and in his servant Moses” (Ex. 14:31). 

God commanded Joshua to lead the Israelites across the Jordan River at flood 
stage. Why? “So that all the peoples of the earth may know that the Lorp’s hand is 
strong, and so that you [Israel] may always fear the Lorp your God” (Josh. 4:24). 

A vast army came to attack Israel, King Jehoshaphat proclaimed a fast and led the 
people to seek God’s counsel. He prayed, “Our God ... we are powerless before this 
vast number that comes to fight against us. We do not know what to do, but we look 
to you” (2 Chron. 20:12). 

God responded, “Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast number, for 
the battle is not yours, but God’s. ... You do not have to fight this battle. Position your- 


selves, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lorp” (2 Chron. 20:15,17). Jehoshaphat sent 
a choir in front of the army singing praise to God for His enduring love. God destroyed 
the invading army before Jehoshaphat and Israel got to the battlefield. Then “the terror 
of God was on all the kingdoms of the lands when they heard that the Lord had fought 
against the enemies of Israel” (2 Chron. 20:29). 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego chose to obey God rather than King Nebu- 
chadnezzar. Before being thrown into a blazing furnace, they said, “If the God we 
serve exists, then he can rescue us from the furnace of blazing fire, and .. . from the 
power of you” (Dan. 3:17).The soldiers holding them captive died, but God delivered 
these three faithful men. 

King Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise to the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego! He sent his angel and rescued his servants. ... Therefore I issue a decree that 
anyone of any people, nation, or language who says anything offensive against the 
God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego will be torn limb from limb and his house 
made a garbage dump. For there is no other god who is able to deliver like this” (Dan. 
3:28-29). This pagan king wrote to the entire nation, “I am pleased to tell you about 
the miracles and wonders the Most High God has done for me. How great are his 
miracles, and how mighty his wonders!” (Dan. 4:2-3). 

When Christians in the early church followed the directions of the Holy Spirit, 
God impacted their world. The disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke in 
foreign languages they had not learned. Then Peter preached. “Those who accepted 
his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand people were added to 
them” (Acts 2:41). 

God used Peter and John to heal a crippled beggar in the name of Jesus. They 
preached, and “many of those who heard the message believed, and the number of the 
men came to about five thousand” (Acts 4:4). 

God used Peter to raise Dorcas from the dead. “This became known throughout 
Joppa, and many believed in the Lord” (Acts 9:42). 


Answer the following questions. 
a. When people saw God at work through His servants, what was the result? 


b. What are people’s view of God based on what they see God doing through 
your life? 


c. How are people in your community responding to what they see God 
doing in and through your church? 


What our world often witnesses today is a committed Christian or church serving God. 
But they are not seeing God.They don’t see anything happening that can be explained 
only in terms of God’s activity. Why? Because we are not attempting anything that 
only God can do. 
Our world is not being attracted to the Christ we serve because they are not 
seeing Him at work in our lives. They see us doing good things for God and comment, 
“That’s nice, but it’s not my thing.’ The world is passing us by because they do not want 
to get involved in what they see in our lives. We are not giving them opportunities to 
encounter God. They are only seeing only us. When the world sees God at work, He 
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Let the world 
watch God 
at work, and 
He will attract 
people to 
Himself. 


a> 


God is far more 
concerned with 
your walking 
with Him than 
He is interested 
in getting a job 
done for Him. 


144 


will attract people to Himself. Our responsibility is to lift Christ up, not in words but 
in our life. Let people see the difference the living Christ makes in a life, a family, or 
a church; that will affect how they respond to the gospel. When the world sees things 
happening through God’s people that cannot be explained except that God Himself 
has done them, the world will be drawn to such a God. 


Answer the following questions. 
a. How will the world come to know God? 


b. Why are people in our world not being attracted to Christ and His church? 


c. Based on what you are currently attempting, how powerful would people 
watching you assume your God was? 


d. Why does God give people seemingly impossible assignments? 


e. What are you attempting to do that will only succeed if God brings it to pass? 


f. What is your church attempting to do that will happen only if God brings 
it to pass? 


g. How comfortable are you with walking by faith? Do you need to have all 
of the money and resources in place first before you obey what God told 
you? In what ways are you currently walking by faith? 


h. What might need to happen before you see God working more powerfully 
in your life? 


People come to know God when they see His nature expressed through His activity. 
When God does a work, He accomplishes something only He can do. When He does 
that, people come to know Him in ways they have never experienced before. That 
is why He gives God-sized assignments. The reason much of the world is not being 
attracted to Christ and to His church is that God’s people lack the faith to attempt 
things only God can do. If you or your church is not responding to God and attempting 
God-sized tasks, you are not exercising faith. “Without faith it is impossible to please 
God” (Heb. 11:6). If people in your community are not responding to the gospel the 
way people responded in the New Testament, one possible reason is that they are not 
recognizing God in what you are doing as a church. 

God is far more concerned with your walking with Him than He is interested 
in getting a job done for Him. You can complete an assignment but never experi- 


ence God. He can accomplish His work anytime He wants to. What is He concerned 
about? You and the world knowing Him and experiencing Him. So God will come 
to you and give you a God-sized assignment. When you start to do what He tells you 
to do, He brings to pass what He purposed. Then you and the people with you will 
rejoice that you have experienced Him. You and the people around you will know 
more of Him than you have ever known before. 

Our church in Saskatoon was growing and needed more space. We sensed God 


leading us to enlarge our facility even though we had only $749 in the building fund. 
The building was going to cost $220,000.We didn’t have the foggiest notion how to do it. 


We did much of the work to save labor costs. Still, halfway through the building 
program we were $100,000 short. Those dear people looked to their pastor to see if 
I believed God would accomplish what He called us to do. God put confidence in 
my heart that the God who led us to begin a work would see us through until we 
completed it. 

God began providing the necessary funds, but we were about $60,000 short 
toward the end. We had expected some money from a Texas foundation. Delay 
after delay occurred that we could not understand. Then one day for two hours the 
currency-exchange rate for the Canadian dollar hit a record low. That was exactly the 
time the Texas foundation wired the money to Canada. That gave us $60,000 more 
than we would have received otherwise. After that the Canadian dollar rose in value. 

Does the heavenly Father manage the economy in order to help His children? 
Nobody in the world would believe God did that for one church, but I can show you 
a church that believes God did! When that happened, I magnified what the Lord had 
done in the eyes of the people. I made sure we gave Him the credit. God revealed 
Himself to us, and we came to know Him in a new way through that experience. 


(5 mk to the Lord about the level of your faith and that of your church. 
Ask for forgiveness for any unbelief. Pray for God to raise your faith 
to a level that honors Him. 


know God. 


UNIT 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


When God's people and the 
world see something only 
God can do, they come to 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 
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What you do reveals 
what you believe 
about God, regardless 
of what you say. 
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WHAT YOU DO REVEALS — 
WHAT YOU BELIEVE 


When God speaks to a person, revealing His plans and purpose, it will always cause 
a crisis of belief. 


Q- a review, complete the first two statements about this crisis of belief. 


The Crisis of Belief 

1. An encounter with God requires 

2. Encounters with God are 

3. What you do in response to God’s revelation (invitation) reveals ahat you 
believe about God. 

4. True faith requires action. 


In each of the last two statements, circle one or two key words 
that might help you remember the points. 


What you do reveals what you believe about God, regardless of what you say. When 
God reveals what He is purposing to do, you face a crisis—a decision time. God and 
the world can tell from your response what you really believe about God.Your trust in 
God will determine what you do and how you live. 


In the following paragraphs, underline what David seems to have believed 
about God, based on what he said. I have underlined one for you. 


In 1 Samuel 16:12-13 God chose David and had Samuel anoint him to become the 
next king over Israel. In 1 Samuel 17 God brought David into the middle of His activity. 
While Saul was king, the Israelites were at war with the Philistines. Still a youth, David 
was sent by his father to visit his brothers in the army. When David arrived, Goliath, a 
giant soldier nine feet tall, challenged Israel to send a man to fight him. The losing nation 
would become the slaves of the victor. Israel’s army was terrified. David asked in amaze- 
ment, “Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living 
God?” (v. 26, emphasis added). David faced a crisis of belief. He may have realized that 
God had brought him to the battlefield and had prepared him for this assignment. 

David said he would fight this giant. He stated his belief:““The Lorp who rescued 
me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the hand of 
this Philistine” (v. 37). David refused to take the normal weapons of war. Instead, he 
chose a sling and five smooth stones. He said to Goliath, “You come against me with 
a sword, spear, and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the Lorp of Armies, 
the God of the ranks of Israel—you have defied him. Today, the Lorp will hand you 
over to me. ... all the world will know that Israel has a God, and this whole assembly 
will know that it is not by sword or by spear that the Lord saves, for the battle is the 
Lorp’s. He will hand you over to us.” (vv. 45-47). David killed Goliath, and Israel went 
on to victory. 


Q wnat did David say he believed about God? 


Based on David’s response to Goliath, what do you think David 
believed about God? 


David's statements indicate he believed God was the living God and a Deliverer. He 
said God was almighty and would defend Israel’s armies. David's actions verified that 
he really believed these things about God. Many thought David was a foolish young 
boy, and even Goliath laughed at him. However, God delivered the Israelites. He gave 
a mighty victory through David so the world knew Israel’s God was powerful! 

God called Abram and promised to make his offspring as numerous as the stars. 
Abram questioned God about this promise since he remained childless in his old age. 
God reaffirmed, “One who comes from your own body will be your heir. Abram 
believed the Lorp, and he credited it to him as righteousness” (Gen. 15:4,6). 

Abram’s wife, Sarai, was in her mid-70s at this time. Knowing she was past child- 
bearing years, she decided she would have to build a family in a different way. She gave 
her maid to Abram as a wife and asked for a child through her. Ishmael was born to 
Haggar a year later. Sarai’s actions indicated what she believed about God. 


(5 wna did Sarah’s actions reveal about her belief in God? 


Sarai’s actions revealed what she really believed about God. She did not have the faith to 
believe that God could do the impossible and give her a child in her own age. Her belief 
about God was limited by her human reason. This act of unbelief was extremely costly. 
Ishmael caused Abram and Sarai much grief in their old age. Ishmael and his descendants 
have lived in hostility toward Isaac and his descendants from that time until today. What 
you do in response to God’s invitation clearly indicates what you believe about God. 


Read the following case studies. Evaluate the responses of the individ- 
uals and churches to determine what they believe about God. Check 
your response or write your own response to each situation. 

1. Bill and Kathy, having just heard a missionary speaker, believe God wants 
them to go as missionaries to Africa. Kathy reminds Bill that her parents 
would never agree to let them move so far away with her parents’ only 
grandchildren. They decide not to pursue that sense of calling to be 
missionaries but to seek to support missions where they live. What do 
you think Bill and Kathy believe about God? 

O a. God is Sovereign Lord and has the right to do anything in their lives 
that He pleases. 

Q) b. God is able to convince Kathy’s parents that this is His purpose so they 
will accept her decision. 

O c. God may have been able to convince Pharaoh to let Israel go, but He 
would never be able to convince Kathy’s parents to let Kathy, Bill, and 
the children go to Africa. 

U d. Other 
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2. Levona has privately been praying that God would lead her to a place of 
service in the church. The Sunday School director, who has been praying 

for an adult Bible teacher, believes God is leading him to ask Levona to 

serve in that position. Levona responds, “I cannot accept that job. I don’t 
have the abilities required. Besides, I have never done that before.” What do 
you think Levona believes about God? 

UW a. The Holy Spirit will equip and enable me to do anything He calls me to do. 
U b. God won't do anything through me that lies outside my giftedness. 

Q c. Other 


3. A group of adults has been meeting together for six months and praying 
God would provide a church for their community, where there are currently 
no churches. As they pray, they sense God wants them to approach Calvary 
Church with an urgent plea to come and start the new church. Calvary’s 
members say, “We are still paying off a debt on our building. We can’t afford 
to sponsor a new church right now. Why don’t you try First Church down- 

town.” What do you think Calvary Church believes about God? 

Qa. God’s resources for work through our church are limited to our 

current budget. 

Lb. God owns everything in the world. He can provide resources to do 

whatever He intends to do. 

Q c. Other 


4. First Church's budget committee prays together for a month prior to talking 
with leaders about next year’s budget, and it asks the leaders to pray as well. 
They develop a challenging budget, based on what they believe God wants 

their church to do next year. The church prayerfully considers the budget 

and unanimously votes to adopt it. The deacons lead a pledge campaign 
that comes up with 10 percent less than the adopted budget. The church 
then requires the budget committee to trim the budget by 10 percent so 
the church will not overspend its income. What do you think First Church 
believes about God? 

ü a. God is faithful. He will provide for all He leads their church to do. 

U b. God gives the church the Great Commission but then leaves the 

details up to them. 

U c. God won't lead a church to attempt anything it can’t afford. 

Q) d. Other 


Bill, Kathy, Levona, Calvary Church, and First Church may have been dealing with 
many other variables, but one thing is certain: actions indicate what we believe and do 
not believe about God. When Bill and Kathy made a decision at their crisis of belief, 
they said far more about their belief in God than about Kathy’s parents. Levona said far 
more about her belief in God’s power than she did about her abilities. Calvary Church 
and First Church said far more about what they believed about God than they did 
about their own resources. 
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ACTIONS SPEAK 


When God invites you to join Him and you face a crisis of belief, what you do next 
reveals what you believe about God. Your actions speak louder than your words. 


Read the following Scriptures and answer the questions. 

a. Read Matthew 8:5-13.What did the centurion do to demonstrate his faith? 

b. What do you think the centurion believed about Jesus’ authority and 
healing power? 

c. Read Matthew 8:23-27. What did the disciples do to demonstrate their lack 
of faith in the middle of this storm? 

d.Read Matthew 9:20-22.What did the woman do to demonstrate her faith? 

e. What do you think the woman believed about Jesus? 

f. Read Matthew 9:27-31. What trait of God (Jesus) did these two blind men 
appeal to (v. 27)? 

g. On what basis did Jesus heal these two men (v. 29)? 


What is an area of your life where your actions do not match what 
you claim to believe about God? 


SUMMARY 


When the two blind men demonstrated that they believed Jesus was merciful and was 
the Messiah (Son of David), Jesus healed them according to their faith. The woman 
believed that touching Jesus’ garment would release His healing power into her. She 
was willing to risk public ridicule to experience a miracle. When the storms of life What | do reveals what 
overtake us as this tempest overtook the disciples, we often respond as if God does not | believe about God, regardless 
exist or does not care about us. Jesus rebuked them, not for their human tendency to of what | say. 

fear but for their failure to recognize His presence, protection, and power. “Just say the 
word, and my servant will be healed,’ the centurion claimed. Jesus commended the 
centurion’s faith in His authority and power. What each of these people did indicated 
to Jesus what kind of faith they had. 


STATEMENTS 


Practice quoting your Scripture memory verses aloud or write them 
on separate paper. 
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Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


TRUE FAITH 
REQUIRES ACTION 


James 2:26 says, “For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without 
Faith without works is dead.” When you face a crisis of belief, what you do next demonstrates what 
action is dead! you believe. Faith without action is dead! Hebrews 11 is sometimes called the roll call 


of faith. Let’s take a look at the actions of these individuals who demonstrated their 
PTS ESS ES trust in God. 


Qu to Hebrews 11. The following list on the left includes people 
commended for their faith in Hebrews 11. The verses of the chapter are 
in parentheses beside the name. Match the person on the left with the 
action on the right that demonstrated faith. Write the correct letters 
in the blanks. Some of the names will have more than one letter. 


— 1. Abel (v. 4) a. Chose to be mistreated along with God’s people 
— 2. Enoch (vv. 5-6) b. Offered a righteous sacrifice to God 

— 3. Noah (v. 7) c. Left Egypt 

— 4. Abraham (vv. 8-19) d. Made his home in a foreign country 

— 5. Joseph (v. 22) e. Marched around the walls of Jericho 


— 6. Moses (vv. 24-28) f. Pleased God by earnestly seeking Him 
— 7. Israelites (vv. 29-30) g. Gave instructions to bury his bones in the 
— 8. Rahab (v. 31) promised land 
h. Followed God without knowing where he 
was going 
i. Kept the Passover 
j. Passed through the Red Sea on dry ground 
POENE EETA k. Welcomed and hid the Israelite spies 
2-f; 3-m; 4d, h, I, n; 5-8; l. Considered God faithful to keep His promise 
6-a, c, i; 7—e, j; 8—k. m. Built an ark to save his family 
n. Offered Isaac as a sacrifice 
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In the previous list of actions, circle the word (the verb) in each lettered 
item that indicates an action taken as a demonstration of faith. 


& Based on Hebrews 11, write out what a life of faith looks like. 


Genuine faith is demonstrated by action. While you are studying Hebrews 11, you 
may notice that a faithful life does not always bring the same results in human terms. 


Read Hebrews 11:32-38. Based on your own criteria, list the “good” 


outcomes of a faithful life on the left and the “bad” outcomes on the 
right. I have listed two to get you started. 


“Good” Outcomes “Bad” Outcomes 


Roufe enehues Sonet fo deaft 


Verses 33-35a describe the victory and deliverance some people of faith experienced. 
Verses 35b-38 describe the torture, mockery, and death other people of faith endured. 


Were some more faithful than others? No. “All these were approved for their faith” 


(Heb. 11:39). They decided a “Well done!” from their Master was more important 
than life itself.Verse 40 explains God has planned something far better for people of 
faith than the world has to offer. Therefore, “Since we also have such a large cloud 
of witnesses surrounding us, let us lay aside every hindrance and the sin that so easily 
ensnares us. Let us run with endurance the race that lies before us, keeping our eyes 
on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. For the joy that lay before him, he 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne 
of God. Consider him who endured such hostility from sinners against himself, so that 
you won't grow weary and give up” (Heb. 12:1-3). 

Outward appearances of success do not always indicate faith, and appearances of 
failure do not always reflect a lack of faith. A faithful servant is one who does what his 
Master tells him, whatever the outcome may be. Consider Jesus: He endured the cross, 
but now He is seated next to the throne of God! What a reward for faithfulness! Don’t 
grow weary in obeying God. A wonderful reward awaits His faithful servants. 
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God has planned 
something far 
better for people 
of faith than 
the world has to 
offer. 


EXPERIENCING GOD 


Reflect on what causes you to lack faith that God can do through you 
what He says. Some issues might be: 

- lack of finances 

- lack of education 

- lack of skills 

- lack of confidence 

- lack of support from others 

- other? 
If one or more of these are preventing you from trusting God, pray 
and ask Him to set you free from anything hindering you from doing 
God’s will. 


Q write your Scripture memory verse for this unit. 


I pray that you are trying to please God by earnestly seeking Him (see Heb. 11:6). In 
the next unit we will look more closely at the cost of following God’s will. Part of 
the action required to demonstrate your faith will be the adjustment you must make 
to God. Following God’s will requires adjustments that are costly to you and even to 


SUMMARY those around you. 


STATEMENTS 


Brake time to review some of your responses at the end of each day 
Faith without action is dead! in units 1-7. Has God asked you to do something you have not done 

because you lacked faith? UYes U No If so, describe what you 
may need to do to demonstrate your faith in Him, His purposes, and 
His ways. 


i gas 


God has planned something 
far better for people of faith. 


&3 Pray about your faithfulness. Ask God to increase your faith. 


Review your Scripture memory verses and be prepared to recite 
them to a partner in your small group session this week. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 
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a> 


LHe CRISIS OF BELIEF 


SES STON 


VIDEO TEACHING NOTES 


1. God will lead us out of our comfort zones to do things that require us to trust 
Him. This leads us to a crisis of belief. 

2. Whenever God speaks to you, whatever you do next reveals what you believe 
about God, regardless of what you say. 

3. The crisis of faith Peter faced led Him to follow Jesus and experience God in 
ways he could not have otherwise. 

4. A crisis is a decision. It’s a moment where you decide something about God. 

5. A crisis of belief: 
1. Reflects that we don’t know God as well as we ought. 
2. Shows we think too much of ourselves. 

6. Through a crisis of belief, God moves us to a place of greater faith. 


YOUR NOTES 


UNIT REVIEW 


In your own words write a statement of the fifth reality of experiencing 
God using the hint below (inside back cover). 
Crisis: 


Fill in the blanks in the following four statements (activity 5, p. 152). 
1. An encounter with God requires 
2. Encounters with God are God- 
3. What I do in response to God’s 
(invitation) reveals what I 
4. True faith requires 


about God. 


Check your answers, using the pages cited in parentheses. 


UNIT 7 


Scriptures 
Referenced 


James 2:18 
Matthew 19:16-22 
Exodus 14 
Hebrews 11:6 


Sharing Time 


e Activities 4-7, page 136. 
Compare your answers 
in activities 4—5 and 
discuss your responses 
to activities 6—7. 

e Times in your life when 
faith was required and 
how you responded 
(activities 3—4, p. 141). 

e Activity 4, page 144. 
Compare your answers 
to items a—d. Share, 
compare, and discuss 
your responses to items 
e-h. 

e One of the most 
meaningful statements 
or Scriptures from this 
unit’s lessons and your 
prayer responses to 
God. Choose one from 
pages 137, 141, 145, 
150, and 152. 


Streamable session 
videos are included 
with the purchase price 
of this book. Look for 
your access code on the 
insert attached in the 


back of this book. 
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VERSE TO MEMORIZE 


ADJUSTING YOUR 
Bre TO GOD 


A Young Couple’s Sacrifice 


When a need arose in one of our mission churches 40 miles away, I asked the church 
to pray that God would call someone to move to that community to serve as the lay 
pastor of the mission. A young couple responded and said they would move there to 
serve. Because the husband was attending the university, they had very little money. 

If they took up residence in the mission community, he would have to commute 
80 miles a day to the university. I knew they couldn’t afford to do it. I said,“No, I can’t 
let you do that” and named several reasons why that would not be fair or practical. 

This young couple was deeply grateful that God had saved them. The young man 
looked at me and said, “Pastor, don’t deny me the opportunity to sacrifice for my Lord.” 
That statement crushed me. How could I refuse? Yet I knew this couple would have 
to pay a high price because our church had been obedient to start new missions. 

We had prayed for God to call a lay pastor, so I needed to be open to God’s 
answering our prayers in an unexpected way. When this couple responded with a 
deep sense of commitment and personal sacrifice, our church affirmed their sense 
of call, and God provided for their needs! What I could not have known at the time 
was that God was preparing this young couple for decades of faithful and fruitful 
ministry in the future. 


155 


EXPERIENCING GOD 


You cannot stay where 
you are and go with God. 


Critical Turning 
Points 


1. Crisis of Belief 
2. Major Adjustments 


av 
God's revelation 
is your invitation 
to adjust your 
life to Him. 
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While God was using our church to start missions all over our province, I had many 
people tell me how much they wanted to join us. But then they would say, “But I 
could never handle the cold winters!” Or, “But we could never leave our home state.” 
Some even worried they wouldn’t be able to obtain their favorite foods. I grieved to 
know that these dear people assumed they could follow Jesus without first denying 
themselves, and taking up their cross. 

Many of us want God to speak to us and give us an assignment. However, we 
are often reluctant to make major adjustments in our lives. Biblically, that is impossible. 
Every time God spoke to people in the Scripture about something He wanted to do 
through them, major adjustments were required. They had to adjust their lives to God. 
Once the adjustments were made, God accomplished His purposes through them. 

Adjusting your life to God is the second critical turning point in your know- 
ing and doing the will of God. The first turning point is the crisis of belief: you must 
believe God is who He says He is and that He will do what He says He will do. 
Without faith in God, you will make the wrong decision at this first turning point. 
Adjusting your life to God is another turning point. If you choose to make the adjust- 
ment, you can move on to obedience. If you refuse to make the adjustment, you will 
miss what God has in store for your life. 


Why is it necessary to make adjustments before you can join God in 
His activity? 


Once you have come to believe God, you demonstrate your faith by what you do 
(your actions). A response is required. This action is one of the major adjustments we 
will focus on in this unit. Your obedience will also be part of the action required. Your 
adjustments and obedience may be costly to you and to those around you. 


& In your own words, summarize what is stated in the preceding box. 


ADJUSTMENTS TO GOD 


When God speaks to you to reveal what He is about to do, that revelation is your 
invitation to adjust your life to Him. Your faith will be most clearly demonstrated 
by your actions. Actions you will take include the adjustments you must make to 
be in a position to obey the Lord. Once you've adjusted your life to the Lord, you 
act in obedience. Then God accomplishes through you what He has purposed to 


UNIT 8 


do. Adjustments prepare you for obedience. You cannot continue life as usual or 
stay where you are and go with God at the same time. This truth is demonstrated 
throughout Scripture. For instance: 
e Noah could not continue life as usual and build an ark (see Gen. 6). 
e Abram could not stay in Ur or Haran and father a nation in Canaan (see 
Gen. 12:1-8). 
* Moses could not stay in the back side of the desert herding sheep and stand 
before Pharaoh in Egypt (see Ex. 3). 
e David had to leave his sheep to become king (see 1 Sam. 16:1-13). 
* Ruth had to leave her homeland to support her mother-in-law. (see Ruth 1:8-17) 
e Jonah had to leave his home and overcome a major prejudice in order to preach 
in Nineveh (see Jonah 1:1-2; 3:1-2; 4:1-11). 
* Peter, Andrew, James, and John had to leave their fishing businesses to follow 
Jesus (see Matt. 4:18-22). 
* Mary had to renounce her vision for engagement and matrimony to give birth 
to the Messiah (see Luke 1:26-38) 
* Saul (later Paul) had to completely change directions in his life to preach 
the gospel to the Gentiles (see Acts 9:1-19). av 


These people had to make enormous adjustments! Some had to leave family and Adjusting one’s 
country. Others had to renounce prejudices and change their values. Others had to life to God iS well 
abandon life goals, ideals, and desires. They had to yield everything to God and align 
their lives to Him. The moment they made the necessary changes, God began to worth the cost. 
accomplish His purposes through them. Each one, however, learned that adjusting 

one’s life to God is well worth the cost. 


Your Scripture memory verse for this unit speaks of a major adjust- 
ment that must be made to be a disciple of Jesus. Write Luke 14:33. 


TT SSSSFSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSs 
—_ee_—_—_——— ree ee ee 


Have you come to a place in your life where you are willing to yield REALITY 6 

everything to God in order to follow Him? OYes U No O 

If you have, what is something you have surrendered to God? 
\ 7 

What is an adjustment you are afraid God might ask you to make if £ ; 

you truly get serious about your walk with Him? “I am afraid God ft 


might ask me to .. .” 


ADJUST 


You may be thinking, But God will not ask me to make major adjustments. Scripture shows 
that God most certainly requires adjustments of His people. He even required them of 
His own Son: “You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ: Though he was rich, for 
your sake he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich” (2 Cor. 8:9). 
Jesus emptied Himself of position and comfort in heaven in order to join the Father 
in providing redemption through His death on the cross. That was a major adjustment! 

If you want to be a disciple—a follower—of Jesus, you have no choice. You must 
leave where you are to follow Him. You must make major alterations in your life to 
follow God. Until you are ready to make any change necessary to follow and obey 


EXPERIENCING GOD 


Isaiah 55:9 
“For as heaven is higher 
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than earth, 

so my ways are higher 
than your ways, 

and my thoughts than 
your thoughts.” 


what God has said, you will be of little use to God. Your greatest single difficulty in 


following God may come at this point of full surrender. 


We tend to want to skip making adjustments and go directly from believing God 
to obedience. If you want to follow Him, you don’t have that choice. His ways are so 
different from yours (see Isa. 55:9) that the only way you can follow Him requires an 


alignment of your life to His ways. 


Elisha and the rich young ruler were invited to join God and His 
activity. Read about them in 1 Kings 19:15-21 and Luke 18:18-27, 
respectively; then answer the following questions. 


~ 


The Lorb said to him [Elijah],““Go and return by the way you came to 
the Wilderness of Damascus. When you arrive, you are to anoint Hazael 
as king over Aram. You are to anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over 
Israel and Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel-meholah as prophet in your 
place.” ... 

So Elijah went from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat. He 
was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen, and he himself was driving the 
twelfth pair. Elijah went up to him and threw his cloak around him. 
Elisha then left his oxen and ran after Elijah. “Please let me kiss my 
father and mother, and then I will follow you.” 

“Go on back,” he replied, “for what have I done to you?” 

So Elisha left him and went back. He took his yoke of oxen and 
slaughtered them. He burned the plowing equipment to cook the meat 
and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out to follow Elijah 
and became his attendant (1 Kings 19:15-21). 


A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 

“Why do you call me good?” Jesus asked him. “No one is good 
except God alone. You know the commandments: Do not commit 
adultery; do not murder; do not steal; do not bear false witness; honor 
your father and mother.” 

“I have kept all these from my youth,” he said. 

When Jesus heard this, he told him, “You still lack one thing: Sell 
all you have and distribute it to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven. Then come, follow me.” 

After he heard this, he became extremely sad, because he was very 
rich. Seeing that he became sad, Jesus said, “How hard it is for those 
who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter 
the kingdom of God” (Luke 18:18-23). 


. What adjustment was required of each? 


2 eee a eee eee 


Rich young ruler: 


b. What was the response of each? 


Elisha: a 


Rich young ruler: 


The rich ruler desired eternal life, but he didn’t want to make the necessary adjust- 
ment to Jesus. He considered his money and wealth to be more important. Jesus knew 
that people cannot love God completely and love money at the same time (see Matt. 
6:24). Jesus asked him to put away what had become his god—his wealth. The young 
ruler refused to change his priorities, and he missed experiencing eternal life. The 
rich young ruler’s love of money and his greed made him an idolater (see Eph. 5:5). He 
missed coming to know the true God and Jesus Christ, whom God had sent. He wanted 
to gain eternal life, but he refused to do what was necessary to obtain it. 

Elisha responded much differently. He had to leave family and career (farming) to 
follow God’s call. You may have heard the phrase burning your bridges behind you. Elisha 
burned his farm equipment and provided barbequed oxen for the people of his commu- 
nity (see 1 Kings 19:19-21). He was not about to turn back! When he made the necessary 
adjustments, he was in a position to obey God. As a result, God worked through Elisha 
to perform some of the greatest signs and miracles recorded in the Old Testament (see 2 
Kings 2-13). Elisha had to make major changes on the front end of his call. Not until he 
took those actions did God work through him to accomplish the miracles. 


Qa: you come to know and do God?’s will, in what order do the follow- 
ing responses come? Number them in the correct order. Refer to the 
seven realities on the inside back cover if you need help. 

_____ obedience ___ adjustments + faith 

When God invites you to join Him, the task will have such God-sized dimensions 

that it will cause you to experience a crisis of belief. Your response will require faith. 

Faith will be demonstrated by action. The first thing you will do is adjust your life 

to God. The second step will be to obey what God asks you to do. You cannot go on 

to obedience without first making the necessary adjustments. The order is (1) faith, 

(2) adjustments, (3) obedience. You can’t begin to imagine up all God is able to accom- 

plish through one solitary life that is wholly yielded, adjusted, and obedient to Him! 


5) Do you want to be wholly obedient to God? QYes O No What do you 
need to surrender to God so you are prepared to follow Him anywhere? 


© Begin memorizing your Scripture memory verse for this unit 
and review your other verses. 


tion to adjust my life to Him. 


UNIT 8 


Ephesians 5:5 


“For know and recog- 
nize this: Every sexually 
immoral or impure or 
greedy person, who is an 
idolater, does not have an 
inheritance in the kingdom 
of Christ and of God.” 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


When God speaks to me to 
reveal what He is about to do, 
that revelation is my invita- 


rey: 9 F 2% 
Say 
tl ni Tay 


| cannot stay where | am 
and go with God. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- 
ment or Scripture you read today? 


Reword the statement or Scripture 
into a prayer of response to God. 


| 


What does God want you to do 
in response to today’s study? 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


God is interested in 
absolute surrender. 
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KINDS OF ADJUSTMENTS 


What kinds of adjustments are required to position your life to be used by God? 
Trying to answer that question is like trying to list all the things God might ask you 
to do. The list could be endless. However, I can point you to some examples and give 
you some general categories of adjustments God might ask of you. 
Adjustments may be required in one or more of the following areas. 
¢ In your circumstances—job, home, finances, and others 
e In your relationships—family, friends, business associates, and others 
e In your thinking—prejudices, methods, your potential, about your past, 
and others 
e In your commitments—to family, church, job, plans, tradition, and others 
e In your actions—how you pray, give, serve, and others 
e In your beliefs—about God, His purposes, His ways, your relationship 
with Him, and others 


The list could go on and on. The major adjustment will come at the point of acting on 
your faith. When you face a crisis of belief, you must decide what you believe about God. 
That mental decision may be easy. The hard part is adjusting your life to God and taking 
an action that demonstrates your faith. You may be called to attempt things only God can 
do, whereas before you may have attempted only what you knew you could accomplish. 


From the list of adjustments listed above, from which of the four 
categories do you struggle the most to make adjustments? 

a. 

b. 

rel 

d. 


Go back and write one example for each area listed that you’ve expe- 
rienced in your life. For example, in the area of beliefs you may have 
to make an adjustment to believe that nothing is impossible with God. 


Read each of the following Scriptures. What kind of adjustment was 
(or is) required in each? Match the Scripture on the left with the 
correct adjustment required on the right. Some may call for more 
than one type of adjustment. Write a letter or letters in each blank. 


Scriptures Adjustments 
____ 1. Matthew 4:18-22 
___ 2. Matthew 5:43-48 
__ 3. Matthew 6:5-8 
__ 4, Matthew 20:20-28 
___ 5. Acts 10:1-20 


. In circumstances 
. In relationships 
. In thinking 

In commitments 
. In actions 


. In beliefs 


moana 


Sometimes an adjustment may involve several of these areas at once. For instance, Peter's 
experience with Cornelius probably required adjustments in Peter’s relationships with 
Gentiles, his thinking and beliefs about what is religiously pure, his commitments to the 
traditions of the Jews, and his actions regarding fellowship with Gentiles. Being able to 
place a title on an adjustment is not as important as identifying what change God wants 
you to make to Him, His purposes, or His ways. The primary adjustments I see in the 
Scriptures above are 1—a; 2—b or c; 3—e; 4—b, c, or e; 5—c or f. You may have seen others. 

Some people have asked whether a major adjustment is always involved in joining 
God's work. Anytime you go from where you are to where God is working, from your 
way of thinking to God’s way of thinking, from your ways to God’s ways, or from your 
purposes to His purposes, a major adjustment will be required. Now, you may make 
adjustments at one point in your life that will prepare you for joining God at a future 
time. When the time comes for obedience, you will have already adjusted to God and 
you will not sense a major adjustment is required. 


Q write major or minor beside each adjustment listed below. 
a. Moving from my way of thinking to God’s way of thinking 
b. Moving from my purposes to working on God’s purposes 
c. Moving from my way of doing things to God’s ways 
d. Moving from my human values to God’s values 


Did you write major beside each one? The distance from where we are to where God 
is in any one of these areas requires a major shift. If you don’t think it requires a major 
adjustment, you may have underestimated God and overestimated your own ability! 
The adjustments may be gradual over time so they don’t seem so major at once, but 
these are all huge adjustments. 


ABSOLUTE SURRENDER 


God frequently requires adjustments in areas of your life that you have never consid- 
ered or been open to changing in the past.You may have heard someone say something 
like this: “Don’t ever tell God something you don’t want to do. Sure enough, that is 
what He will ask you to do.” Be careful! God is not looking for ways to make your 
life difficult. However, He intends to be the Lord of your life. When you identify a 
place where you refuse to allow His lordship, that is an area He will go to work. He 
is seeking absolute surrender. God may or may not require you to do the thing you 
dread doing, but He will keep working until you are willing for Him to be Lord of all. 
Remember, because God loves you, His will is always best! Any adjustment God asks 
you to make is for your good. As you follow Him, the time may come when your life 
and future may depend on your adjusting quickly to God’s directives. 

You don’t adjust your life to a concept. You align your life to a Person! God. You 
alter your viewpoints to resemble His. You change your ways to be like His ways. After 
you make the necessary adjustments, He’ll tell you what to do next to obey Him. When 
you obey Him, you'll experience Him doing through you something only He can do. 


In the margin write at least one adjustment you have made in your 
thinking as you have studied this course. For example, someone might 
respond, “I had to accept the fact that I cannot do anything of King- 
dom value apart from God. Instead of doing things for God, I am 
now watching and praying to see what God wants to do through me.” 


UNIT 8 


a> 


Any adjustment 
God expects you 
to make is for 
your good. 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


6) Read the following statements that were made by godly men. Under 
each statement describe the kind of adjustment the person made or 
was willing to make. For example, one adjustment David Livingstone 
was prepared to make was to live in poverty as a missionary in Africa 
rather than to have wealth as a physician in his homeland. 


David Livingstone (medical missionary to Africa):“Forbid that we should 
ever consider the holding of a commission from the King of Kings a 
sacrifice, so long as other men esteem the service of an earthly govern- 
ment as an honor. I am a missionary, heart and soul. God Himself had 
an only Son, and He was a missionary and a physician. A poor, poor 
imitation I am, or wish to be, but in this service I hope to live. In it 
I wish to die. I still prefer poverty and missions service to riches and 
ease. This is my choice.”! 


Adjustment: 


Jim Elliot (missionary to Quichua Indians in South America): “He is 
no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.” 
Adjustment: 


Bob Pierce (established World Vision and Samaritan’s Purse): “Let my 
heart be broken by the things that break the heart of God.” 
Adjustment: 


Oswald J. Smith (missionary statesman of Canada): “I want Thy plan, O 
God, for my life. May I be happy and contented whether in the home- 
land or on the foreign field; whether married or alone, in happiness or 
sorrow, health or sickness, prosperity or adversity—I want Thy plan, O 


a> God, for my life. I want it; oh, I want it!”* 
. Adjustment: 
“If Jesus Christ 
be God and died C.T. Studd (missionary to China, India, and Africa): “If Jesus Christ be oe 
and died for me, then no sacrifice is too great for me to give for Him.”” 
for me, then no Adjustment: 


sacrifice is too 


Some adjustments these people made or were willing to make include the following. 


great for me to e Livingstone considered a missionary work in Africa a high honor, not 
give for Him.” opi 
e Jim Elliot was willing to give up his life for heavenly reward. He was killed by 
wf I. Studd South American Indians as he sought to spread the gospel to those who had 


never heard about Jesus. 
* Bob Pierce was ready to be brokenhearted so he could be like the Father. 
* Oswald Smith wanted God’s plan for his life so much that he was willing 
to be content with any pleasure or adversity. 
e C.T. Studd was open to make any sacrifice for Jesus’ sake. 


Draw a star in the margin beside the quotation that is most 
meaningful to you. 


162 


UNIT 8 


Think about the level of commitment that is reflected in that quota- 

tion. If you are willing to make a similar commitment to the lordship 

of Christ, spend a few moments in prayer expressing your willingness av 
to adjust your life to Him. 


You cannot 
You cannot stay where you are and go with God in obedience to His will. Adjustments stay wh ere 
must come first. Then you can follow in obedience. Keep in mind that the God who 
calls you is also the One who will go with you and enable you to do His will. In the you are and 
remainder of this unit we will study the second and third points below. go with God! 
Luke 9:23 


“If anyone wants to follow 
after me, let him deny 
himself, take up his cross 
daily, and follow me.” 


When you are willing to surrender everything in your life to the lordship of Christ, you, 
like Elisha, will find the adjustments are well worth the reward of experiencing God. If 
you have not come to the place in your life where you have surrendered all to His lord- SUMMARY 

ship, decide today to deny yourself, take up your cross, and follow Him (see Luke 9:23). STATEMENTS 


. f . : God is interested in my 
From Cannibalism to Following Christ absolute surrendérto Hin 
A pastor approached me with a wonderful testimony while | was in Hawaii speaking at a pastors 
and staff retreat. He and others regularly took a mission trip to the mountain region of Fiji. He 
showed me a picture that astounded me, so | asked him to tell me the story behind it. 

In the picture a man, smiling broadly, was pointing to some rough boards nailed together 
and a diagram of the seven realities of Experiencing God with words in his language over each Adjustments are well 
of the realities. Behind him was a modest, thatched-roof building with open walls. The pastor worth the reward of 
told me that this man was the chief of his people. At one time in their past this tribe had been experiencing God. 
cannibalistic and had even eaten a missionary. Now, years later, they had repented and come se 
to faith in Christ. This man in the picture was not only their chief but also their pastor. He was 
teaching Experiencing God. What an adjustment these people had made to God! 


Pa 5-7 ; 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


| 
| 
| 
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Obedience is 
costly to you. 


a> 


You cannot know 
and do God's 
will without 

paying the price 
of adjustment 
and obedience. 


164 


OBEDIENCE IS COSTLY, 
PARTE o 


You cannot stay where you are and go with God. You cannot continue doing things 
your way and accomplish God’s purposes. Your thinking cannot come close to think- 
ing like God. For you to do the will of God, you must adjust your life to Him, His 
purposes, and His ways. 


Ep In this unit we are looking at three statements about adjustments and 
obedience. Personalize each one from your perspective by writing in 
the blanks I and me instead of you. 

1. cannot stay where [am] and go with God at the same time. 
2. Obedience is costly to and to those around 
3. Obedience requires total dependence on God to work through 


Look at the second statement: obedience is costly to you and to those around you. You 
cannot know and do God’s will without paying the price of adjustment and obedience. 
Willingness to pay the price of following His will is one of the major adjustments. At 
this point “many of his disciples turned back and no longer accompanied him” (John 
6:66). Many churches will not know and experience the fulfilling of God’s purposes 
through them because they are not willing to pay the price of obedience. 

While I was pastoring a wonderful church in California, I received a call from 
a tiny congregation in Saskatoon, Canada, that said they would have to disband their 
church if I did not come as their pastor. As Marilyn and I prayed, we sensed God was 
moving our family from our comfortable church setting to an extremely challenging 
assignment. After driving 1700 miles, we finally arrived. We had barely eaten lunch 
when a car pulled up with six men in it. They were from a community 90 miles away. 
They said they had been pleading with God to send them a pastor who would start a 
church in their community, and they asked if I would be their pastor too. For the next 
two years every Sunday I would teach Sunday School and preach at my home church. 
Then I would drive 90 miles and teach Sunday School and preach at the mission church. 
Then I would drive 90 miles back and preach at our evening service and then teach 
adults in discipleship training. Every Tuesday afternoon I would drive to our mission 
and lead them in a prayer meeting. There was a cost in accepting God's invitation, both 
to me and my family, but the times of fellowship with those dear believers and with my 
Lord as I drove those highways for countless hours were a tremendous reward. 

We say Christ is Lord, and He can interrupt our plans anytime He wants. We just 
don’t expect Him to do it! We assume He will affirm everything we are doing and 
never ask us to change anything we have planned. If we expect God to work through 
the channels we have already established and bless our plans and programming, we are 
destined for disappointment. When God invites us to join Him, we will have to make 
major adjustments. Such a response can be costly. 


Read Acts 9:1-25 and describe the adjustment Saul had to make. 
Describe the cost He had to pay to follow Christ. 


© wry do you think a cost is often required to follow Christ? 


Saul (later named Paul) had to make a total about-face in his life direction. He went 
from persecuting Christians to proclaiming that Jesus was the Christ. He went from 
being esteemed by the religious establishment to being despised. God will ask you 
to follow Him in ways that will require adjustments in your plans and directions. For 
Paul the adjustment was costly. It even put his life at risk. Are you prepared to pay any 
price to follow Christ? 


THE COST: ENDURING OPPOSITION 


As you read the following paragraphs, underline some of the costs 
of obedience. I have underlined one for you. 


In Saskatoon our church clearly sensed God was calling us to start new churches all 
across our province. Not everyone understood or agreed with what we were doing. 
Some actively opposed us at almost every mission church we started. Though we were 
totally convinced of the awesome spiritual darkness in Canada, some people did not 
see it that way. In Regina, the capital of our province, a full-page article appeared in the 
paper condemning us for daring to start a new church in this city of 150,000. In our 
efforts to have a Bible study in Humboldt, a delegation of leaders from another church 
delegation came to my office and demanded that we stop. They said our efforts were 
of the devil and they would oppose the Bible study. In Deschambault our pastor was 
met on the street and cursed by a witch doctor. From Prince Albert I received letters 
condemning our efforts. In Blaine Lake we were told our prayer meetings would fail. 

Some in our own denomination felt we were foolish to attempt new mission 
churches when we were so small ourselves. We were told not to ask the denomina- 
tional office for help if we got into trouble with salary support for mission pastors 
or other staff workers. Those who had not been with us when God spoke to us saw 
our efforts as presuming on God. I soon discovered that every step of faith could be 
interpreted as presumption by others. Only obedience and God’s affirmation of our 
obedience would reveal that we were doing God’s will. 

Later, as mission churches grew, flourished, and became self-supporting, some of 
our critics realized this work was indeed of God. Some were even encouraged to take 
these same steps of faith in starting new work themselves. God helped us remain faith- 
ful to Him, with a heart full of love toward others, but that was costly. 


What types of costs might be involved for someone to obey what God 
asks them to do today? 


(6) Read 2 Corinthians 11:23-33 on the following page and underline 
some of the costs Paul had to pay for following and obeying Christ. 
I’ve underlined one for you. 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


Obedience is costly to me 
and to those around me. 


| must adjust my plans 
and program to what God 
is doing. 
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Are they servants of Christ? I’m talking like a madman—I’m a better 
one: with far more labors, many more imprisonments, far worse beat- 
ings, many times near death. 

Five times I received the forty lashes minus one from the Jews. 
Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I received a stoning. Three 
times I was shipwrecked. I have spent a night and a day in the open 
sea. On frequent journeys, I faced dangers from rivers, dangers from 
robbers, dangers from my own people, dangers from Gentiles, dangers 
in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers at sea, and dangers among 
false brothers; toil and hardship, many sleepless nights, hunger and thirst, 
often without food, cold, and without clothing. Not to mention other 
things, there is the daily pressure on me: my concern for all the churches. 
Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to stumble, and I do not 
burn with indignation? 

If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. 
The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, who is to be praised forever, 
knows that I am not lying. In Damascus the governor under King 
Aretas had the city of the Damascenes guarded in order to arrest me. 
But I was lowered in a basket from a window in the wall and slipped 
through his hands (2 Cor. 11:23-33). 


Sometimes obedience to God’s will leads to opposition and misunderstanding. Because 
of his obedience Paul suffered much for the cause of Christ. The beatings, imprison- 
ments, and danger listed in 2 Corinthians 11:23-27 sound like more than one person 
could bear. He concluded one letter by saying, “I bear on my body the marks of Jesus” 
(Gal. 6:17). Paul had not had these experiences before he began to do the will of his Lord. 
Obedience was costly to him. Even so, Paul could still say,““My goal is to know him and 
the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed to 
his death, assuming that I will somehow reach the resurrection from among the dead. 
Not that I have already reached the goal or am already perfect, but I make every effort 
to take hold of it because I also have been taken hold of by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:10-12). 
The apostle Paul revealed the adjustments he made to do God's will when he 
said, “I have become all things to all people, so that I may by every possible means save 
some” (1 Cor. 9:22). Your adjustments and obedience to Christ may be difficult as well. 


Have you ever had an experience in which your adjustment or 
obedience to God was costly? OUYes Q No If so, briefly describe 
that experience and the cost you had to pay. 


David Livingstone was a 19th—century missionary from Scotland who committed 
his life to making Christ known in Africa. Perhaps his prayer may inspire your own 
commitment to pay the cost of following Christ: 


Lord, send me anywhere, only go with me. 
Lay any burden on me, only sustain me. 


Sever any tie but the tie that binds me to Thyself. 


8) Practice quoting or writing your Scripture memory verses. 


UNIT 8 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


OBEDIENCE IS COSTLY 
PART2 O E 


One of the most demanding adjustments to doing God’s will is deciding to obey even 


when obedience is costly to those around you. Your family and friends may have to Obedience is costly 
pay a price for your obedience. to those around you. 
Answer the following questions. Read the Scripture passage if you Se 


do not already know the answer. 


a. When Moses was obedient and told Pharaoh to let Israel go, what did it 
cost the Israelites (see Ex. 5:1-21)? 


b. When Jesus obeyed and went to the cross, how did it affect His mother, 
Mary (see John 19:17-37)? 


c. When Paul was obedient in preaching the gospel to the Gentiles at 
Thessalonica, what happened to Jason (see Acts 17:1-9)? 


When Moses obeyed God, the workload of the children of Israel was increased, and 
the foremen were beaten. The Israelites paid a price for Moses to do God’s will. When 
Jesus did the Father's will and died on a cross, His mother had to suffer the agony of 
watching her Son be cruelly killed. Jesus’ obedience put Mary through a heartbreak- 
ing experience. His obedience brought fear and pain to the disciples. For Jesus to do 
God’s will, others had to suffer. When Paul followed God’s will in preaching the gospel, 
others were led to respond to God’s work in their own lives. Jason and some fellow 
Christians were arrested by a rioting mob and were accused of treason because of their 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


Psalm 126:6 


Though one goes along 
weeping, 

carrying the bag of seed, 
he will surely come back 
with shouts of joy, 

carrying his sheaves. 
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association with Paul. Frequently, Paul’s obedience to God’s will endangered the lives 
of those who were with him. 

You must not overlook this element in knowing and doing God’s will. God will 
reveal His plans and purposes to you, but your obedience will impact you and others 
around you. When, for instance, a couple surrenders their lives to missions, it may cost 
those around them, such as their children and elderly parents, as well as the church where 
they have served, more than it affects them. Yet not obeying God would be much worse. 


Fill in the blanks in the following statements. 


1. You cannot where you are and go with 
at the same time. 
2. Obedience is to you and to those you. 


3. Obedience requires total dependence on God to work through you. 
Check your answers on page 163. 


When Marilyn and I committed ourselves to do mission work, one of the great prices 
we had to consider was the cost our children would pay for me to be gone so much. 
Our oldest child was eight when we moved to Saskatoon. Our youngest child was 
born a few months after we arrived. I was away from home much of the time the chil- 
dren were growing up. Marilyn also had to pay a high price by rearing all five children 
during my frequent absence. 

I have heard many Christians say, “I really think God is calling me to serve Him, 
but after all, my children need me. I can’t put my family through that.” Your children 
certainly need your care, but do you suppose that if you obediently responded to 
God’ activity, He would provide for your children? We did! 

We believed God would honor our obedience to Him. We trusted that He would 
show us how to rear our children. We believed the heavenly Father, who loves His servants, 
could take better care of our children than we could. We were convinced that God would 
show us how to relate to our children in a way that would make up for the lost time with 
them. I could not let God’s call become an excuse for neglecting my family, but when I 
was obeying the Father, I could trust Him to care for my family. 

We baptized three persons the first year we were in Saskatoon. After 2% years of 
hard and demanding labor, we were averaging 60 in attendance. Marilyn said to me, 

“Henry, Richard came to me today and said he really feels sorry for you. He said, ‘Dad 
preaches such good sermons. He gives an invitation week after week, and nobody 
comes forward to make a decision. ” 

I went to Richard and said, “Richard, don’t ever feel sorry for your dad. Even if 
God lets me labor for 10 years and see very little results, I will hardly be able to wait 
for the day when He brings the harvest.” I had to help Richard understand what was 
taking place. I explained God’s promise of a future harvest in Psalm 126:6. God worked 
through me at that moment to teach my son a deeply meaningful spiritual truth. 

I remember a time when Marilyn hit a low point. She had grown discouraged. The 
next Sunday after I preached, our oldest son Richard, a first-year university student, 
came down the aisle to make a decision, saying, “I feel God is calling me into ministry.” 

Behind him came another young man. Marilyn had spent many hours ministering to 
this young man who had grown up in a troubled home. He said,“‘I also believe that God 
has called me to the ministry.” Then he turned and said,“And a lot of the credit goes to 
Mom Blackaby.” 

Another young man stood in that same service and said, “I want you to know 
that God is also calling me to the ministry. And I want you to know that it is due 


largely to Mom Blackaby.’ At a crisis time in his life, our family had ministered to him 
and encouraged him to seek God’s will for his life. Marilyn had done much to show 
him love. At this critical time for Marilyn, God encouraged her. 

Ultimately, all five of our children sensed God’s call to vocational ministry or mission 
work, and all five are serving in full-time Christian ministry today. Only God could have 
done such a beautiful work with our children. You can trust God with your family! 
I would rather entrust my family to God’s care than to anyone else in the world. 


Can you recall an experience when your family had to pay a price 
for following God’s will? GUYes Q No If so, briefly describe the 
experience. 


Can you recall a time when you chose not to obey God because 
of the cost to those around you? UYes U No If so, briefly 
describe the situation. 


What are some things you know about God that could help you trust 
God to care for your family and friends? List several. 


LET CHRIST COMMUNICATE WITH HIS PEOPLE 


If you ever ask God’s people to seek the mind of the Lord, be prepared to accept what 
they tell you. Honor what they say. I have seen some leaders ask a church, a commit- 
tee, or group to pray and seek God’s will in a matter. The people expressed what they 
sensed God was saying. Then the leader would say something like “Now let me tell 
you what God wants us to do.” If the people of God are the body of Christ, Christ is 
the Head.The whole body must come to Christ for an understanding of God’s will for 
that body. We must learn to trust Christ to communicate with His people. 


6) Suppose your church began praying for a special financial need, 
and a retired person sensed God wanted her to give half of her four- 
thousand-dollar life savings to meet that need. How do you think you 
would respond? Check your response. 
U a. I would refuse her gift and ask the wealthier members 
to give instead. 
U b. I would receive the gift, thank God for answering prayer, and weep about 
the high cost she had to pay for our church to do God’s will. 
Ù c. I would receive the gift, but I would try to find a way to replace the 
money as soon as possible. 
Q d. I would ask her to pray for two more weeks to make sure this is what 
God wanted her to do. 


I had to face this situation. One of our new missions needed a building. The financial 
agency we were working with required that a certain percentage of the cost be paid 
as a downpayment in order for us to obtain the loan. The mission was extremely small, 
so I asked our church members if they would be willing to pray about the possibility 
of contributing toward the downpayment. They agreed to pray and watch to see how 
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a> 


You can trust 
God with 
your family! 


a> 


We must learn 
to trust Christ 
to communicate 
with His people. 


EXPERIENCING GOD 


170 


God would provide. Ivah Bates, one of our diligent pray-ers, was a widow. In addition 
to a small pension, she had a total of four thousand dollars in the bank to last for the 
rest of her life. She gave a check for two thousand dollars to the building fund. 

Because I was her pastor, many emotions went through my heart. Although 
I was leading our church to do what we believed God wanted us to do, my heart 
ached when I saw what it was costing our dear people to respond to God’s invitation. 
I talked with Ivah’s daughter. She said, “Don’t deny my mother the right to give. She 
has always trusted her Lord. She wants to do that now too.” 

Some pastors or finance committees say, “We can’t ask our people to give too 
often, or it will hurt our ongoing budget giving.” I learned never to deny God’s people 
the opportunity to contribute. I never tried to pressure or manipulate people to give. 
That was not my job. Instead, I created the opportunity and encouraged them to 
contribute only what God led them to donate. Most of God’s people will cheerfully 
do God’s will. Some of them will respond with generosity, counting it an honor that 
God has allowed them to sacrifice for Him. Some will have life-changing experiences 
as a result of such an opportunity. 


Do you know of a situation in which a person or a family had 
to pay a high price because your church followed God’s will? 
UYes Q No If so, briefly describe the situation. 


Why did Jesus say it was impossible to follow Him unless we denied 
ourself and took up our cross? (Matt. 16:24) 


Hudson Taylor, a great man of prayer and faith, responded to God’s call to go to China 
as a missionary. In 1866, Hudson left his country and his family to go to China. By the 
end of his life in 1905, he had been used by God to found the China Inland Mission. 
There were 205 preaching stations, 849 missionaries, and 125,000 Chinese Chris- 
tians—a testimony of a life absolutely surrendered to God. Hudson Taylor described 
something of the cost he and his mother experienced as he obeyed God’s will to go 
to China as a missionary. 


Imagine that you are Hudson Taylor. You are preparing to travel to 
the other side of the world, and you realize that you may never see 
your parents again on earth. Slowly read Taylor’s account of their 
parting and try to imagine the emotions they must have felt. 


My beloved, now sainted, mother had come to see me off from Liverpool. 
Never shall I forget that day, nor how she went with me into the little 
cabin that was to be my home for nearly six long months. With a mother’s 
loving hand she smoothed the little bed. She sat by my side, and joined me 
in the last hymn that we should sing together before the long parting. We 
knelt down, and she prayed—the last mother’s prayer I was to hear before 
starting for China. Then notice was given that we must separate, and we 
had to say good-bye, never expecting to meet on earth again. 

For my sake she restrained her feelings as much as possible. We parted; 
and she went on shore, giving me her blessing! I stood alone on deck, and 
she followed the ship as we moved towards the dock gates. As we passed 
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through the gates, and the separation really commenced, I shall never 
forget the cry of anguish wrung from that mother’s heart. It went through 
me like a knife. I never knew so fully, until then, what “God so loved the 
world” meant. And I am quite sure that my precious mother learned more 
of the love of God to the perishing in that hour than in all her life before. 

Praise God, the number is increasing who are finding out the exceed- 
ing joys, the wondrous revelations of His mercies, vouchsafed to those 
who “follow Him,” and emptying themselves, leave all in obedience 
to His great commission. We often count the cost to us for following 
God’s will, but we must also count the cost to us, and to others, if we 
fail to obey. The cost of disobedience is always greater! 


— > : SUMMARY 
Based on this brief account, answer the following questions. STATEMENTS 
a. What did it cost Hudson Taylor to adjust his life to God and obediently 
go to China? My obedience is costly 


to those around me. 
b. What did it cost Hudson’s mother for him to obey God’s will? 


| can trust God to care 
for my family. 
c. What did they learn about God’s love through this experience? 
Don’t deny others the 
opportunity to sacrifice 
Leaving home and family on a dangerous mission was a costly step for Hudson Taylor for their Lord. 


to take. His mother loved the Lord so much she was willing to pay the price of releas- 
ing her son to missions. Both of the Taylors had to pay a high cost for obedience. Yet I need to trust Christ 
they both experienced God’s love in a way they had never known before. History to communicate with 
reveals that God rewarded the faithfulness of His servant Hudson Taylor. God used His people. 
him in miraculous ways to reach interior China with the gospel of Christ. 
Lord, whatever You may ask 
Are you currently counting the cost for obeying God? What is the of me today or in the future, 
cost for saying “yes?” What is the cost for saying “no?” my answer is yes! 


We often count the cost for obeying God, but we must also count the cost if we disobey. 
The cost of disobedience is always greater! Your whole life should be lived with the 
attitude of “Lord, whatever You may ask of me today or in the future, my answer is yes!” 
Come to the place in your life where you are willing to surrender all to Him. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


Obedience requires 
total dependence 
on God to work 
through you. 


John 15:5 


“| am the vine; you are the 
branches. The one who 
remains in me and | in 
him produces much fruit, 
because you can do nothing 
without me.” 


1 Corinthians 15:10 


“But by the grace of God | am 
what | am, and his grace 
toward me was not in vain. 
On the contrary, | worked 
harder than any of them, yet 
not |, but the grace of God 
that was with me.” 


Galatians 2:20 


“| have been crucified with 
Christ, and | no longer live, 
but Christ lives in me. The 
life | now live in the body, 
| live by faith in the Son 
of God, who loved me and 
gave himself for me.” 
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TOTAL DEPENDENCE 
ON GOD 


Another adjustment that is a part of knowing and doing the will of God is your 
coming to a total dependence on God to complete what He wants to do through 
you. Jesus said our relationship with Him would be like a vine and branches. He said 
“You can do nothing without me” (John 15:5). When you are God’s servant, you must 
remain in an intimate relationship with God in order for Him to complete His work 
through you. You must depend on God alone. 

The adjustment requires moving from doing work for God according to your abili- 
ties, your gifts, your likes and dislikes, and your goals to being totally dependent on God, 
His working, and His resources. This is a major adjustment, and it is never easy to make. 


, 


List some areas of your life in which you are currently trusting God 
to provide, protect, or guide if you are to be successful. If you cannot 
list anything, what might that indicate? 


Read the Scriptures in the margin and below. Answer the question 
that follows. 


“The Lorp of Armies has sworn: 
‘As I have purposed, so it will be; 
as I have planned it, so it will happen’ ” (Isa. 14:24). 


“Do not fear, for I am with you; 
do not be afraid, for I am your God. 
I will strengthen you; I will help you; 
I will hold on to you with my righteous right hand” (Isa. 41:10). 


“I am God, and there is no one like me. ... 
My plan will take place, 
and I will do all my will. ... 
I have spoken; so I will also bring it about. 
I have planned it; I will also do it.” (Isa. 46:9-11). 


Why must you depend on God to work through you? 


Without God at work in your life, you can do nothing to produce kingdom fruit. 
When God purposes to do something, He guarantees it will come to pass. He is the 
One who will accomplish what He intends to do. If you depend on anything other 
than God, you are asking for failure in kingdom terms. 

Once a church asked, “O God, how do You want to reach our community 
through us and build a great church?” God led them to start a bus ministry and provide 
transportation for children and adults to come to church. They did what God told 
them to do, and their church grew into a great church. 


They were flattered when people from all over the country began to ask, “What 
are you doing to grow so rapidly?” They wrote a book on how to build great churches 
through a bus ministry. Thousands of churches began to buy buses to reach their 
communities, believing the method was the key to growth. Later many sold the buses, 
saying, “It didn’t work for us.” 

It never works. He works! The method is never the key to accomplishing God’s 
purposes. The key is your relationship with a Person. When you want to know how 
God wants you to reach your city, start a new church, or be involved in His work, 
ask Him. Then when He tells you, don’t be surprised if you can’t find any church 
that is doing it that same way. Why? God wants you to know Him. If you follow 
someone else’s plan, method, or program, you tend to forget about your dependence 
on God. You leave the relationship with God and embrace method or a program. 
That is spiritual adultery. 


Answer the following questions by checking your responses. 
Where do you usually go to find out how to accomplish God’s purposes 
for your life or for your church? Check all that apply. 
ü 1. I read popular Christian books on the subject. 
Q 2. I talk to people or churches that are successful. 
Q 3. I contact the denominational office and ask which program to use 
to get the job done. 
Q 4. I spend time in prayer and the Word asking God to guide me (us) 
to do things His way. 


Currently in North America, approximately 70% of churches are plateaued or 
declining. Many are still using methods and programs they have used for years. They 
desperately need to go to God and ask them to show them how He wants to reach 
their community. He may well lead them to do things they have never heard of before! 

Good books, successful methods, creative programs, and others’ success cannot 
take the place of your relationship with God. They never do the work. God does the 
work. Apart from Him you can do nothing (see John 15:5). By focusing on anything 
other than God as the answer, you rob yourself and your church from seeing God at 
work. You keep yourself and your church from knowing God. That is a great tragedy 
for many in our day. May God deliver us from that. 

Does that mean God will never lead you to develop an organized program or 
follow a method? No. But only God has the right to tell you what to do. Don’t take 
the initiative to decide for yourself what you will do. Wait before God until He reveals 
what His will is for you. 


4) Read the following Scriptures and circle the word wait in each one. 


“In the morning, LORD, you hear my voice; 
in the morning I plead my case to you 
and watch expectantly” (Ps. 5:3). 


“We wait for the LORD; 
he is our help and shield” (Ps. 33:20). 
“Wait for the Lorp 
and keep his way. 
and he will exalt you to inherit the land” (Ps. 37:34). 
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ava 


It never works! 
He works! 


aw 


Only God has 
the right to tell 
you what to do. 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


Matthew 7:7-8 


“Ask, and it will be given to 
you. Seek, and you will find. 
Knock, and the door will be 
opened to you. For everyone 
who asks receives, and the 
one who seeks finds, and 
to the one who knocks, the 
door will be opened.” 
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“For I put my hope in you, LORD; 
you will answer me, my Lord, my God” (Ps. 38:15). 


“But those who wait on the Lorp, shall renew their strength; they shall 
mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they 
shall walk and not faint. (Isa. 40:31, NKJV). 


Why do you think you should wait until you have heard a word 
of direction from the Lord? 


You may think of waiting as a passive, inactive time. Waiting on the Lord is anything 
but inactivity. While you wait on Him, pray with a passion to know Him, His purposes, 
and His ways. Ask God to interpret your circumstances by revealing His perspective 
to you. Talk with other believers to find out what God is saying to them. As you wait 
on the Lord, actively ask, seek, and knock (see Matt. 7:7-8). While you wait, continue 
doing the last thing God clearly told you to do. By waiting, you shift the responsibility 
of the outcome to God, where it belongs. 

When God gives you specific guidance, He will do more through you in days 
and weeks than you could ever accomplish in years of labor on your own. Waiting 
on Him is always worth the effort. His timing and His ways are always right. Depend 
on Him to guide you in His way and in His timing to accomplish His purpose. 


THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS YOU 
ACCOMPLISH THE FATHER’S WILL 


The Holy Spirit will never misunderstand the Father’s will for your life. The Father 
has a purpose to work out through your life, and He places His Spirit in you so you 
don’t miss it. The Holy Spirit will never misunderstand the Father’s will for your life. 
The Spirit’s job is to guide you according to the Father’s will. Then He enables you to 
do God’s will. You are completely dependent on God for the knowledge and ability 
to accomplish His purposes. That is why your relationship with Him is crucial. That 
is why you need to wait until you have heard a word from Him about His purposes 
and ways. 

Jesus is your example of One who never failed to know and do His Father’s will. 
Everything the Father purposed to do through His life, the Lord Jesus did immediately. 
What was the key to His success? He was always rightly related to the Father! If you 
consistently walk in step with the Holy Spirit, then you should never come to a time 
when you do not know God’s will. Nor should there be a time when you are not able 
to carry it out. 

In Jesus we have a picture of a solitary life in a love relationship with God, consis- 
tently living out that relationship. He is the perfect example. You and I quickly realize we 
are a long way from that. True! But the Christ who lived His life in complete obedience 
to the Father is fully present in you to enable you to know and do His will as He did. We 
need to adjust our lives to God and consistently live out that relationship with absolute 
dependence on Him. He will never fail to lead your life into the middle of His purpose 
and enable you to do it. 


On a scale of 1 to 10, how would you rate the intimacy and quality 
of your walk with God? Circle one: .1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 


Why did you rate it as you did? 


What, if any, adjustments do you think God wants you to make 
to renew a consistent, close relationship with Him? 


ADJUSTMENTS IN PRAYER 


When our church received a directive from God, I often experienced a crisis in 
my prayer life. I learned more about prayer on those occasions than at almost any 
other time. Only prayer could bring about certain things, and God often waits to act 
until we ask. The crisis was this: was I willing to pray until God brought it about? 
Mark 11:24 has challenged me about the relationship of faith and prayer. 


8) Read Mark 11:24 again and write the promise in your own words. 


This verse is sometimes used to teach a name-it-and-claim-it theology. You decide 


what you want. You name what you want in your request and claim it, and it’s yours. 


That is a self-centered theology. Remember that God takes the initiative. He gives you 
the desire to do His will (see Phil. 2:13). The Holy Spirit guides you to pray according 
to God’s will (see Rom. 8:26-28). The God-centered approach involves God leading 
you to pray according to His will—in the name and character of Jesus. Believe that 
what He has led you to pray, He Himself will bring to pass. Then continue praying in 
faith and watching for it to come to pass. 

When God encounters you, you face a crisis of belief that may require major 
adjustments in your life. You need to learn how to pray. However, realize that prayer 
will be exceedingly costly to you. God may wake you up in the middle of the night 
to pray. Times may come when you pray into the night or even all night. Becoming a 
person of prayer will require a major adjustment of your life to God. 

Another cost will come as you try to guide the people around you to pray. Many 
churches have never learned how to pray. The greatest untapped resource is the prayer 
of God’s people. Helping your church become a praying church will be a rewarding 
experience, but prayer will be costly. Every church needs to be a praying church! 


(9) Is your church known in your community as a house of prayer? Is your 
church a praying church? Which do you think is true? Check one. 
Q Our church is widely known as a praying church. 
Q Our church is becoming a praying church, but we have a long way to go. 
ü Our church prays some but not very effectively. We need to become 
a praying church. 
ü Honestly, our church doesn’t know how to pray. Our church needs 
to become a praying church. 


UNIT 


Mark 11:24 


“Therefore | tell you, 
everything you pray and 
ask for—believe that 
you have received it 
and it will be yours.” 


Philippians 2:13 


“For it is God who is work- 
ing in you both to will 
and to work according 
to his good purpose.” 


Romans 8:26-28 


“The Spirit also helps us in 
our weakness, because we 
do not know what to pray 
for as we should, but the 
Spirit himself intercedes 
for us with inexpressible 
groanings. And he who 
searches our hearts knows 
the mind of the Spirit, 
because he intercedes for 
the saints according to the 
will of God. We know that 
all things work together 
for the good of those who 
love God, who are called 
according to his purpose.” 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


Obedience requires total 
dependence on God to work 
through me. 


"Tener works. Hews! 


The key is my relationship 
with a Person. 


| must believe that what 
He has led me to pray, He 
Himself will bring to pass. 


What, if anything, do you think God wants to do through you 
with regard to prayer in your church? 


Review your Scripture memory verses and be prepared to recite 
them to a partner in your small group session this week. 


A Leper Pays the Price for His People to Experience God 


A local church that responds to God’s leading is God’s strategy to change a lost world. It often 
begins when God moves in the heart of one member. This happened in the life of an Indonesian 
pastor on the east coast of Java. The pastor, who knew English, studied Experiencing God, and 
his life was dramatically changed. He wanted all of his people to have the opportunity to study 
this material as well, but they did not know English. He began the long, arduous task of translat- 
ing the entire course into the language of his people. Missionaries saw him sitting at a manual 
typewriter three or four hours every day translating. Because he was a leper, his hands were badly 
marred, and he couldn’t sit still long. But his pastor’s heart kept him at his typewriter day after 
day until his people could have the material for themselves. 

When | heard this, | wept. | asked the missionary who told me the story if she could get a 
picture of the man at his typewriter, showing his hands. She said he was very humble and might 
not let her. Several years later at a large meeting in Salt Lake City, | saw the missionary running 
toward me holding a picture. “I’ve got the picture. It is for you!” | have it hanging in my prayer 
room, where | can pray for this dear pastor and his people and be reminded of how precious 
to God are His people in every local church. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 
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UNIT 8 


ADJUSTING YOUR LIFE TO GOD 


VIDEO TEACHING NOTES 


1. If we're going to join God in His activity, it’s going to require adjustments. 

2. If we refuse to make adjustments in our lives, we will never be ready to join God 
in His activity. 

3. In order to move forward, you're going to have to leave something behind. In order 
to follow Jesus, you're going to have to adjust to follow where He leads. Settle the 
issues of lordship today so that you'll be prepared to follow where He leads. 

4. Adjustments separate those who are ready to go with God from those who aren't. 

5. If we never become the person of God that He wants us to be, it doesn’t just cost 
us. It also costs others because we never did what God wanted to equip us to do. 


YOUR NOTES 


UNIT REVIEW 


Fill in the blanks to complete the statements we studied in this unit (p. 163). 


1. You cannot where you are and with God at the 
same time. 
2. Obedience is to 


3. Obedience requires 


and to those around you. 
on God to work through you. 


Which of the following is the best way to find God’s directions 
for your life or your church? Check only one (p. 173). 

U a. A good book Uc. God 

U b. Other people U d.A denominational agency 


Answer the following. 
1. Why must you totally depend on God to work through you to accomplish 
Kingdom purposes (activity 2, p. 172)? 


2. Why should you “wait on the Lord” (activity 5, p. 174)? 


Check your answers, using the pages cited in parentheses. 


1. David and Naomi Shibley, The Smoke of a Thousand Villages (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1989), 11. 

2. Elisabeth Elliot, Shadow of the Almighty: The Life and Testament of Jim Elliot (New York: Harper & Brothers Publishers, 1958), 247. 
3. Franklin Graham with Jeanette Lockerbie, Bob Pierce: This One Thing | Do (Waco, Texas: Word Books, 1983), 220. 

4. Shibley, Smoke, 90. 

5. Ibid., 98. 

6. J. Hudson Taylor, A Retrospect (Philadelphia: The China Inland Mission, n.d.), 39-40. 


Scriptures 
Referenced 


Isaiah 55:8 
Matthew 16:24 


Sharing Time 


e One of the most 
meaningful statements 
or Scriptures from this 
unit’s lessons and your 
prayer response to God. 
Choose one from pages 
159, 163, 167, 171, and 
176. 

e Adjustments you have 
made in your think- 
ing during this course 
(activity 5, p. 161) 

¢ The quotation that was 
most meaningful and 
why (activity 7, p. 162) 

e An experience in which 
costly adjustment or 
obedience was required 
(activity 7, p. 166) 

e How your church 
would be seen in 
regard to prayer and 
what God may want 
you to do regarding 
prayer in your church 
(activities 9—10, p. 176) 


Streamable session 
videos are included 
with the purchase price 
of this book. Look for 
your access code on the 
insert attached in the 
back of this book. 
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VERSE TO MEMORIZE 


EXPERIENCING GOD 
THROUGH OBEDIENCE 


Obedience Provided Future Blessing 


We were still an extremely small church, and we were trying to staff and support three 
mission churches. We were asked to sponsor another mission in Winnipeg, Mani- 
toba—510 miles from our church. Someone would have to drive this 1,020-mile 
round trip in order to meet with the people in the mission. Winnipeg is one of the 
coldest cities in North America. At first glance this sounded like an impossible task for 
our little group. 

I shared with our congregation that a faithful group of people had been meet- 
ing for more than two years and wanted to start a church. They had approached us to 
sponsor them. We had to determine whether this was God’s work and whether He 
was inviting us to to join Him in what He was doing. The church agreed this was 
God’s invitation. We knew we had to obey. We agreed to sponsor the new mission. 
Then we asked God to show us how and to give us strength and resources to do it. 

I drove to Winnipeg a number of times to preach and minister to the people. Sooner 
than for any of our other mission churches, God provided a pastor and a salary. However, 
the story of our obedience did not end there. That original church became the mother 
church to many other mission churches and started an entire association of churches. 

When our oldest son, Richard, finished seminary, this church in Winnipeg called 
him to be its pastor. A year later the church called our second son, Tom, to be the 
associate pastor. Our daughter served there for a summer as well. Little did I know 
that this one act of obedience, which at first appeared impossible, held such potential 
for future blessing for my family. 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


You come to know 
God by experience as 
you obey Him, and 
He accomplishes His 
work through you. 


REALITY 7 


Os 
\ 
A 


OBEY & EXPERIENCE 


John 14:15,24 
“If you love me, you will 
keep my commands. The 
one who doesn’t love me 
will not keep my words.” 
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OBEDIENCE, PART 1 


While I was a pastor, a college student told me God wanted her to be baptized. However, 
her father was furious and threatened to kill her if she followed through. She shook 
like a leaf as I baptized her. When she returned home that evening, her father had left 
her suitcase on the front step. She was no longer welcome. Our students surrounded 
her with love. God eventually blessed her with a husband and children. Ultimately, 
when her father observed her unwavering commitment to Christ, he reconciled with 
her. Obeying God’s will was the most difficult thing she had ever done, but it also led 
her to experience God and His love to a degree she had not previously known. 

God has always been at work in our world. He is currently at work around your 
life. God always takes the initiative to come to you and reveal what He is doing or what 
He is about to do. When He does, this is His invitation for you to join Him in His activity. 

Joining Him will require you to make major adjustments in your life. When you 
know what God has said and what He is about to do and when you have adjusted 
your life to Him, there is yet one remaining response to God that is necessary. To 
experience God at work in and through you, you must obey Him. When you obey 
Him, He will accomplish His work through you, and you will come to know Him 
by experience. 

This unit focuses on the last of the seven realities: you come to know God 
by experience as you obey Him, and He accomplishes His work through you. 


What is one act of obedience you could take that would lead you into 
a deeper walk with God than you have yet known? 


Below are three actions in reality 7. Number them in the order 
they occur as you follow God’s will. 

— a. You come to know God by experience. 

____ b. You obey Him. 

— c. He accomplishes His work through you. 


After God has taken the initiative to involve you in His work, you believe Him and 
adjust your life to Him. Only then do you reach a place of obedience. You must obey 
Him first. Then He accomplishes His work through you. When God does a God-sized 
work through your life, you come to know Him intimately by experience. The answer 
to activity 2 is a—3, b—1, c—2. 


IF YOU LOVE HIM, YOU OBEY HIM 


In unit 4, day 3 (pp. 61-64) you studied the relationship between love and obedi- 
ence. You learned that obedience is the outward expression of your love for God (see 
John 14:15,24). By way of review, here are some statements from that lesson. 

* Obedience is the outward expression of your love for God. 

e The reward for obedience and love is that God will reveal Himself to you. 

e If you have an obedience problem, you have a love problem. 

e God is love. His will is always best. 


* God is all-knowing. His directions are always right. 
e God is all-powerful. He can enable you to do His will. 
e If you love God, you will obey Him! 


If in the past few weeks one of the previous statements has influenced 
the way you love and obey God, briefly describe how in the margin. 


Your memory verse for this unit speaks of love and obedience. 
Begin memorizing it. Write it in the margin. 
Jesus said someone who has a close relationship with Him (“brother,’“sister,’“mother”) is 
the one who does the will of the heavenly Father (see Matt. 12:50). Jesus clearly indicated 
a person’s obedience reveals his or her love relationship with God (see John 14:15-21). 
James, in his letter to believers, strongly emphasized that faith that does not result 
in actions is dead (see Jas. 2:26). When the disciples obeyed Jesus, they saw and expe- 
rienced God’s mighty power working in and around them. When they did not act in 
faith and do His will, they did not experience God’s power. 
In many ways obedience is your moment of truth. What you do will ... 
e reveal what you believe about God; 
e determine whether you experience His mighty work in you 
and through you; 
e decide whether you will come to know Him more intimately. 


Read 1 John 2:3-6 in the margin. Circle the word know each time it 
occurs. Underline the words keep and keeps. Draw a box around the 
word love. Then answer these questions: 

a. How can you be sure you have come to know God in Jesus Christ? 


b. What is one clear indication that a person does not know God? 


c. What does God do in the life of anyone who obeys His Word? 


When you come to a moment of truth when you must choose whether to obey God, 
you will not obey Him unless you believe Him. You cannot trust Him unless you love 
Him. You will not love Him unless you know Him. The previous level of your walk 
with God will not be adequate for the new work God wants to do through you. Each 
new command of Jesus will require a fresh knowledge and understanding of Him.The 
Holy Spirit will teach you about Jesus so you can trust Him and obey Him.Then you 
will experience Him in new ways. This is how you grow in Him. First John 2:3-6 says 
that when you come to know Him, you will obey Him. If you do not obey Him, that 
indicates you do not know Him. 

Jesus said, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord, will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven. On that day many 
will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, didn’t we prophesy in your name, drive out demons in your 
name, and do many miracles in your name?’ Then I will announce to them, ‘I never 
knew you. Depart from me, you lawbreakers!’ ” (Matt. 7:21-23). Obedience is crucial. 


UNIT 9 


Matthew 12:50 


“Whoever does the will of 
my Father in heaven is 
my brother and sister 
and mother.” 


James 2:26 


“Faith without works 
is dead” (KJV). 


1 John 2:3-6 


“We know we know him: if we 
keep his commands. The one 
who says, ‘I have come to 
know him,’ and yet doesn’t 
keep his commands, is a 
liar, and the truth is not in 
him. But whoever keeps his 
word, truly in him the love 
of God is made complete. 
This is how we know we are 
in him: The one who says 
he remains in him should 
walk just as he walked.” 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


a> 


When He 
gives you a 
command, you 
are to obey it. 


Psalm 119:33-35 


“Teach me, LORD, the meaning 

of your statutes, and | will 
always keep them. 

Help me understand your 
instruction, and | will obey 
it and follow it with all my 
heart. 

Help me stay on the path 
of your commands, for | take 
pleasure in it.” 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


| come to know God by 
experience as | obey Him, 
and He accomplishes His 
work through me. 


If | love God, | will obey Him. 
Obedience is the outward 


expression of my love 
for God. 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF OBEDIENCE 


If you know God loves you, you should never question a directive from Him. It will 
always be right and best. When He gives you a command, you are not just to observe 
it, discuss it, or debate it. You are to obey it. 


Read the following Scriptures and circle the word obey in each. 
Answer the question that follows. 

“Now if you faithfully obey the Lorp your God and are careful to 
follow all his commands I am giving you today, the Lorp your God will 
put you far above all the nations of the earth. The Lord will grant you 
a blessing on your barns and on everything you do; he will bless you in 
the land the Lorp your God is giving you” (Deut. 28:1,8). 


“If you do not obey the Lorp your God by carefully following all his 

commands and statutes I am giving you today, ... The Lorp will send 
against you curses, confusion, and rebuke in everything you do until 
you are destroyed and quickly perish, because of the wickedness of your 
actions in abandoning me” (Deut. 28:15-20). 


Why is obedience so important if you are to experience God? 


2 List benefits of obedience found in the following Scriptures. 
“Obey me, and then I will be your God, and you will be my people. Follow 
every way I command you so that it may go well with you” (Jer. 7:23). 
Benefit of obedience: 


“Why do you call me,‘Lord, Lord, and don’t do the things I say? I will show 
you what someone is like who comes to me, hears my words, and acts on 
them: He is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foun- 
dation on the rock. When the flood came, the river crashed against that 
house and couldn’t shake it, because it was well built. But the one who 
hears and does not act is like a man who built a house on the ground 
without a foundation. The river crashed against it, and immediately it 
collapsed. And the destruction of that house was great” (Luke 6:46-49). 
Benefit of obedience: 


“Jesus answered, ‘My teaching isn’t mine but is from the one who sent 
me. If anyone wants to do his will, he will know whether the teaching 
is from God’ ” (John 7:16-17). 

Benefit of obedience: 


God blesses those who obey Him (see Deut. 28:1-14). The benefits of obedience are 
beyond our imagination, but they include being God’s people (see Jer. 7:23), having 
a solid foundation when the storms of life come against you (see Luke 6:46-49), and 
knowing spiritual truth (see John 7:16-17). 

Rebellion against God is the opposite of obedience. Disobedience is a serious 
rejection of God’s will. Deuteronomy 28:15-68 names some costs of disobedience. 
(For further study on the results of obedience and disobedience, see Deut. 30; 32.) 


UNIT 9 


E. How do you think God would describe your level of obedience to Him? Faith that does not obey 
in actions is dead. 


O vra (if anything) do you know God wants you to do that you Obedience is my moment 
are not presently doing? of truth. 
God blesses those who 
are obedient to Him. 


© Pray Psalm 119:33-35 (in the left margin) for your life. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


OBEDIENCE, PART 2 


Servants of God do what He commands. They obey Him. Servants do not have the 
option to decide what or when or how they will obey. Choosing not to obey in His 


way and on His timetable is rebellion, and such disobedience brings serious conse- Obedience means joy 
quences. Delayed obedience is disobedience. and uninterrupted 
fellowship with God. 


WHAT IS OBEDIENCE? 


Many people today are self-centered. They base their life on what they want to do. 
They view discussions of obedience as demeaning. Jesus told a parable about obedi- 
ence:““What do you think? A man had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘My son, 
go work in the vineyard today’ He answered, ‘I don’t want to, but later he changed his 
mind and went.Then the man went to the other son and said the same thing. ‘I will, 
sir, he answered, but he didn’t go” (Matt. 21:28-30). 


ay Do you find it difficult or humiliating to obey what others tell you 
to do? In what ways do you struggle to obey God? 
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What is the meaning of obedience? Check one. 
U Saying you will do what is commanded U Doing what is commanded 


Oa the end of each day’s lesson, you are asked this question: What does 
God want you to do in response to today’s study? Look back at your 
response to that question for each lesson. Pray before you begin this 
review, asking God to help you see your overall pattern of obedience 
or disobedience. Then review your response to the last question at the 
end of each day. Keeping in mind some of the things you have listed 
may be long-term commitments, mentally answer these two ques- 
tions about each day’s response: 

° Do I believe God clearly guided me to respond to the study 
that way? 
e Have I done all God has asked me to do up to this time? 


Do not proceed until you have completed your review. 
Respond to the following. If you do not have a response, go to the 


next item. 
a. What is one command or instruction you have obeyed? 


b. What is one long-term instruction to which you have only begun your 
obedience? 


c. What is one response that you modified so it fit what you wanted to do 
anyway? 


d. What is one command you have not obeyed? 


e. Below is a scale from 0, disobedience, to 10, perfect obedience (only Jesus 
would qualify for a 10!). Place an X on the line to indicate how you think God 
would rate your obedience since you began studying this course. 


Complete Disobedience Perfect Obedience 


f. Why do you think He would rate you that way? 


g. What is the root cause of your disobedience? 


If this activity has not been a positive experience, don’t despair. Let God use this time of 
evaluation to draw you back to Himself—into a relationship of loving obedience. God 
is interested in moving you from where you are to where He wants you to be in your 
relationship with Him. From that point you can experience all of the joys He has to offer. 


OBEY WHAT YOU ALREADY KNOW 
TO BE GOD'S WILL 


Some people want God to give them an assignment to do for Him. They vow that 
they will do whatever He asks. But when God observes their lives, He sees that they 
have not obeyed what He has already told them to do. 


Do you think God would give new assignments to a servant who had not 
obeyed what He previously commanded? UYes Q No U Don’t know 


God gave you the Ten Commandments. Are you obeying them? Jesus told you to love 


your enemies. Are you doing that? Jesus told your church to make disciples of all nations. 


Are you doing all you know to obey Him? God told you to live in unity with your 
Christian brothers and sisters. Are you doing that? God doesn’t offer suggestions. He 
issues commands! 

God doesn’t let you pick and choose which commands you want to obey. He 
wants you to obey all of His commands out of your love relationship with Him. Every 
command is designed to bring you blessing and to protect you from harm. When He 
sees you are faithful and obedient in a little, He will trust you with more. The Holy 
Spirit will guide you daily to recognize and understand the specific commands God 
wants you to obey. 


SECOND CHANCES 


People frequently ask me, “When people disobey God’s will, does God give them a 
second chance?” 


Read Jonah 1:1-17 and answer these questions: 
a. What did God ask Jonah to do (v. 2)? 


b. How did Jonah respond (v. 3)? 
c. How did God respond to Jonah (vv. 4-17)? 


Read Jonah 2:9-3:10 and answer these questions: 
a. When God gave Jonah a second chance, how did Jonah respond (3:3)? 


b. When Jonah obeyed God, what did God do through Jonah’s ministry (3:4-10)? 


I am comforted to know God often gives second chances. When God had a plan to 
call Nineveh to repentance, He asked Jonah to join Him in His work. Jonah disobeyed 
because he was prejudiced against these “pagan enemies.” Jonah would have rather 
seen God destroy the evil city. Disobeying God is extremely serious. Jonah went 
through the trauma of being thrown into a raging sea and spending three days in the 
belly of a big fish. After Jonah confessed and repented of His disobedience, God gave 
him a second chance to obey. 

The second time Jonah obeyed (though reluctantly). On his first day Jonah 
preached a one-sentence message, and God used his sermon to call 120,000 people 
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A> 


God often gives 
a second chance. 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


to repentance. Jonah said, “I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, 
slow to anger, abounding in faithful love, and one who relents from sending disaster’ 
(Jonah 4:2). God’s response to Jonah and Nineveh taught Jonah how deeply God cares 
for all peoples and wants them to experience salvation. 

Some of the great people of God were broken by sin and disobedience; yet God 
did not give up on them. If God allowed people only one mistake, Moses would never 
have become the deliverer of his people. He made several mistakes (see Ex. 2:11-15). 
Abraham began with a great walk of faith, but he made a side trip into Egypt and blew 
it—more than once (see Gen. 12:10-20). David grievously sinned (for example, see 2 
Sam. 11), and so did Peter (see Matt. 26:69-75). Saul (Paul) began his mistaken “service 
for God” by persecuting Christians (see Acts 9:1-2). 


, 


DISOBEDIENCE IS COSTLY 


ok God doesn’t take disobedience lightly. Jonah’s disobedience almost cost him his life. 
God is interested Moses’ murder of the Egyptian consigned him to 40 years in the wilderness. David’s 
ind evelopin g sin with Bathsheba cost the life of his son and much bloodshed in the kingdom. Paul’s 


aw 


early ministry was greatly hindered because of his earlier murderous lifestyle: many 
your character. people distrusted him because of his reputation as a persecutor of Christians. 

Because God is interested in developing your character, at times He lets you 
proceed in your wrong direction, but He will never let you go far without disciplining 
you to bring you back to Him. In your relationship with God, He may let you make 
a wrong decision. Then the Spirit of God leads you to recognize it is not God’s will, 
and He guides you back to the right path. He clarifies what He wants. He even takes 
the circumstance of your disobedience and works them together for good (see Rom. 
8:28) as He corrects you and teaches you His ways. 

Sometimes God does not give a second chance. Aaron’s two sons, Nadab and 
Abihu, were disobedient in offering unholy incense to the Lord; and God instantly 
struck them dead (see Lev. 10). Moses stole God’s glory in front of all Israel and struck 
the rock, saying, “Listen, you rebels! Must we bring water out of this rock for you?” 
(Num. 20:10). Notice the word we. God was the One who would bring water from 
the rock. Moses took God’s glory, and God refused to remove the consequences of that 
disobedience: He did not to allow Moses to go with Israel into the promised land. 


©. Briefly describe a time you failed to obey God but He granted you 
a second chance. 


2. Briefly identify a time when you disobeyed God and, though He may 
have forgiven you, you continued to experience the consequences. 


God loves you, and He wants what is best for you. That is why He gives you His 
commands and instructions. His instructions are not to limit or restrict you but to free 
you to experience the most meaningful life possible. 

Obedience brings joy and uninterrupted fellowship with God. A hymn by John 
H. Sammis reminds us of the relationship between obedience and fellowship with God. 
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© Read or sing the hymn and reflect on the benefits of obedience. 


TRUST AND OBEY 


When we walk with the Lord Then in fellowship sweet 

In the Light of His Word © We will sit at His feet 

What a glory He sheds on our way! Or we'll walk by His side in the way; 
Let us do His good will; _ What He says we will do, 

He abides with us still, Where He sends we will go; 
And with all who will trust and obey. Never fear, only trust and obey. 
But we never can prove 

The delights of His love Refrain 

Until all on the altar we lay; Trust and obey, 

For the favor He shows for there’s no other way 

And the joy He bestows To be happy in Jesus, 


Are for them who will trust and obey. But to trust and obey. 


AFFIRMATION 


When we hear God invite us to join Him, we often want Him to give us a sign: “Lord, 
prove to me this is You, and then I will obey.” When Moses stood before the burning bush 
and received his invitation to join God, God told him he would receive a sign that God 
sent him. God told Moses, “This will be the sign to you that I am the one who sent you: 
when you bring the people out of Egypt, you will all worship God at this mountain” (Ex. 
3:12). In other words, “Moses, obey Me. I will deliver Israel through you. You will come to 
know Meas your Deliverer, and you will stand on this mountain and worship Me.” God’s 
affirmation that He had sent Moses would come after Moses obeyed, not before. This is 
most frequently the case in Scripture. Affirmation comes after obedience. 

God is love. Trust Him and believe Him. Because you love Him, obey Him. 
The joy and blessing that results will clearly affirm that you were wise to love and 
obey your Lord. 
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SUMMARY 
STATEMENTS 


Obedience is doing what 
is commanded. 


| should obey what | already 
know to be God's will. 


When God sees that | am 
faithful and obedient in 

a little, He will entrust me 
with more. 


God often gives second 
chances. 


Sometimes God does not 
give a second chance. 


Disobedience is costly. 


God wants to develop 
my character. 


Affirmation comes 
after obedience. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


You too will be blessed 
when God does a 
special, God-sized 
work through you. 


Reviewing Unit 7 
1.When God calls you 


to join Him in a 

God-sized task, faith 

is always required. 
2.When you face a crisis 

of belief, what you do 

next reveals what you 

believe about God. 

3. Faith is in a Person. 

4. Faith is confidence 
that what God has 
promised or said 
will come to pass. 

5.When God speaks, 
He reveals what He 
is going to do—not 
what He wants you to 
do for Him. 

6. If you have faith in the 
God who called you, 
you will obey Him, 
and He will bring 
to pass what He has 
purposed to do. 

7. Obedience indicates 
your faith in God. 

8. With faith you can 
confidently proceed 
to obey Him because 
you know He will 
accomplish what 
He purposes. 
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GOD WORKS 
THROUGH YOU 


When you obey God, He will accomplish His purposes through you. When God does 
something through your life that only He can do, you will come to know Him more 
fully. If you do not obey, you will miss some of the most exciting experiences of your life. 

When God purposes to do something through you, the assignment will have 
God-sized dimensions. This is because God wants to reveal Himself to you and to 
those around you. If you can do the work in your own strength, people will only 
encounter you, not God. However, if God works through you to do what only He can 
do, you and those around you will come to experience Him. 

The God-sized dimensions of a divine assignment create a crisis of belief. You 
must believe God is who He says He is and that He can and will do what He says He 
will do. When you obey Him, you must allow Him to do what He has said. He is the 
One who accomplishes the assignment, but He does it through you. 


Read the review statements from unit 7 in the margin. Circle the 
numbers of the ones that have been especially meaningful to you. 


E Briefly describe a time God strengthened your walk with Him by 
giving you a God-sized task that required faith and obedience. 


MOSES OBEYED AND GOD ACCOMPLISHED 


Only in the act of obedience did Moses begin to experience the full nature of God. 
Moses could believe in God while living in the wilderness, but he began to dramatically 
experience God only when he went to Egypt as God had commanded. What he began to 
know about God grew from his obedience to God. In Moses’ life we can see this pattern 
of God speaking, Moses obeying, and God accomplishing what He purposed to do. 


Read Exodus 7:1-6 and answer these questions. 

a. What was Moses commanded to do (v. 2)? 

b. What did God say He was going to do (v. 4)? 

c. What would be the result when Moses obeyed and God did what He said 
(v. 5)? 


Read Exodus 8:16-19 and answer the questions. 

a.What did God command Moses and Aaron to do (v. 16)? 

b. How did Moses and Aaron respond (v. 17)? 

c. How do you think that affected Moses and Aaron’s walk with God? 


We see this pattern throughout Moses’ life: 
e God invited Moses to join Him in delivering Israel. 
e God told Moses what he was to do. 
e Moses obeyed. 
e God accomplished what He purposed to do. 


e Moses and those around him came to know God more powerfully and intimately. 


When the people stood between the Red Sea and the oncoming Egyptian army, God 
told Moses to hold his staff over the sea. When Moses obeyed, God parted the sea, and 
the people crossed on dry ground (see Ex. 14:1-25). Then Miriam led the people in a 
hymn of praise describing their new understanding of God. 

When the people were thirsty and had no water to drink in the wilderness, they 
complained to Moses. God told Moses to strike a rock with the staff. Moses obeyed, and 


God caused water to flow from the rock (see Ex. 17:1-7). We see this pattern in Moses’ 
life again and again. 


The stages in this pattern of God’s working through Moses are in the 
wrong order below. Number them in the correct order from 1 to 5. 
____a. Moses and those around him came to know God more intimately. 
____b. Moses obeyed. 

____ c. God told Moses what he was to do. 

— d. God accomplished what He purposed to do. 

— €. God invited Moses to join Him in what He was doing to deliver Israel. 


When Noah obeyed, God preserved his family and repopulated the earth. When Abraham 
obeyed, God gave him a son and built a nation. When David obeyed, God made him a 
king. When Elijah obeyed, God sent down fire and launched a revival. Moses came to 
know God through experience as he obeyed Him. These people of faith came to know 
God by experience when they obeyed Him, and He accomplished His work through 
them. The correct order of stages in the pattern of God’s working with Moses is e, c, b, d, a. 


THE DISCIPLES OBEYED AND GOD ACCOMPLISHED 


Luke recorded a beautiful experience of Jesus’ disciples that follows this same pattern. 
Jesus invited 70 disciples to join Him in the Father’s work. They obeyed and experi- 
enced God doing through them something only God could do. 


Read Luke 10:1-24 and answer the following questions. 
a. What did Jesus command the 70 followers to do— 
in verse 2? 
in verses 5 and 7? 
in verse 8? 
in verse 9? 
b. What does verse 16 indicate about the relationship between servants 
and the Master, between the 70 and Jesus? 


c. How do you think the 70 felt about their experience (v. 17)? 
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SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


When | obey God, He will 


accomplish through me what 


He has purposed to do. 


God wants to reveal 
Himself to me and to 
those around me. 


| will be blessed when God 
does a special, God-sized 
work through me. 


| need to be careful that 
any testimony about what 
God has done gives glory 
only to Him. 


“Let the one who boasts, 
boast in the Lord” 
(1 Cor. 1:31). 


d. What do you think the 70 came to know about God through this 
experience? 


Jesus gave His followers specific directions. They obeyed Him and experienced God 
working through them to heal people and cast out demons. Jesus told them their salva- 
tion should bring more joy than the submission of evil spirits (see v. 20). Jesus praised 
God the Father for revealing Himself to these followers (see vv. 21-22). Then Jesus 
turned to His disciples and said, “Blessed are the eyes that see the things you see! For I 
tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to see the things you see but didn’t see 
them; to hear the things you hear but didn’t hear them” (Luke 10:23-24). 

These disciples had been specifically chosen by God to be involved in His work. 
What they saw, heard, and came to know about God was something even prophets and 
kings wanted to experience but could not. These disciples were truly blessed! 

You will be blessed when God does a special, God-sized work through you. You 
will come to know Him in a way that brings joy to your life. When other people see 
you experiencing God that way, they will want to know how they can experience 
God that way too. Be prepared to point them to God. 


Has God recently done something through you that caused you 
to rejoice? UYes Q No If so, briefly describe it. 


If you are obedient, God will accomplish amazing things through you. You will need 
to be careful that any testimony about what God has done gives glory to Him. Pride 
may cause you to want to recount your experience because it makes you feel special. 
You will want to declare the amazing deeds of the Lord, but you must avoid any sense 
of pride. Therefore, “let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord” (1 Cor. 1:31). 


8) Practice quoting or writing your Scripture memory verses. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- 
ment or Scripture you read today? 
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What does God want you to do 
in response to today’s study? 


Reword the statement or Scripture 
into a prayer of response to God. 
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YOU COME TO 
KNOW GOD aoe 


God reveals Himself to His people by what He does and how He does it. When God God reveals Himself 
works through you to accomplish His purposes, you come to know Him by experience. to His people by 
You also come to know God when He meets a need in your life. In unit 4 you learned what He does. 


that in Scripture God’s names indicate ways He has revealed Himself to humanity. 


As a review, turn to page 70 and read “Knowing God by Experience.” 
How does God reveal Himself to us? How do we come to know God? 


In Scripture when God did something through obedient people, they came to 
know Him in new and more intimate ways (for examples see Ex. 31:13; Judg. 6:24; 
Ps. 23:1; Jer. 23:6). God revealed His personal name to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM” 
(Ex. 3:14).When God “became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14), Jesus expressed 


Himself to His disciples by saying “I am ...” 
The | Am’s of Jesus 


ee Read the list of I Am’s of Jesus in the margin. Circle your favorite. “Tam the bread of 
life” (John 6:35). 
Jesus identified Himself with the I AM (the name of God revealed to Moses at the burn- ¢ “Tam the light of the 
ing bush) of the Old Testament. Knowing and experiencing Jesus in these ways requires world” (John 8:12). 
that you believe in Him (have faith in Him). For instance, when He says to you, “I am “I am the gate” 
the way” (John 14:6), what you do next in your relationship with Him will determine (John 10:9). 
whether you come to experience Him as the Way in your life. When you believe Him, e “I am the good shep- 
adjust your life to Him, and obey what He says next, you come to know and experience herd” (John 10:11). 
Him as the Way. This is true about everything God reveals to you day by day. ¢“T am the resurrec- 
tion and the life” 
Using “Names, Titles, and Descriptions of God” (p. 268), list names by (John 11:25). 
which you have come to know God by experience. e “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life” 
(John 14:6). 
e “I am the true vine” 
(John 15:1). 


Which name of God is most precious or meaningful to you at this 
point in your life? 


Spend an extended time in prayer and thanksgiving to God for 
what He has revealed to you about Himself. You may want to use the 
worship helps on page 74 to guide your time of worship. 


After your time of prayer and worship, write a note in the margin 
or in your journal describing how you have come to know God 
by experience during this study of Experiencing God. 


EXPERIENCING GOD 


God will never give 

me an assignment 

He will not enable 
me to complete. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


WHY DOES GOD SEEM TO WORK 
SO SLOWLY IN MY LIFE? 


Jesus had been with His disciples about three years when He said,“‘I still have many things 
to tell you, but you can’t bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide 
you into all the truth. For he will not speak on his own, but he will speak whatever he 
hears. He will also declare to you what is to come” (John 16:12-13). Jesus had more He 
wanted to teach them, but they were not ready to receive it. Jesus understood, however, 
that the Holy Spirit would continue to guide them into truth according to God's timetable. 
You may be saying, “God, hurry up and make me mature.” And God is saying, 
“I’m moving just as fast in your life as you will allow Me. When you are ready for your 
next lesson, I will bring a new truth into your life.” 


Ask yourself these questions: 

e Am I responding to all God is already leading me to do? 

e Have I obeyed all I already know to be His will? 

* Do I really believe He loves me and will always do what is best and right? 

¢ Am I willing to patiently wait on His perfect timing and to obey everything 
I know to do in the meantime? 


Why do you think God sometimes works slowly in people’s lives 
as He matures them? 


Grass that is here today and gone tomorrow does not require much time to mature. A big 
oak tree that lives for generations requires much more time to develop. God is concerned 
about your life through eternity. Allow Him to take all the time He wants to shape you 
for His purposes. Larger assignments require more extensive periods of preparation. 


© woua you be willing for God to take all the time He requires to 
prepare you for the assignments He has purposed for your life? 
If so, write a prayer to Him in the margin. 


WHY DOESN'T GOD GIVE ME A BIG ASSIGNMENT? 


God might say to you, “You are asking Me to involve you in My great work, but 
I am trying to get you simply to understand how to believe Me. I can’t give you that 
assignment yet.” God matches your assignment with your character and faith. If you 
want a large assignment, you must allow Him to grow your character and faith. 

Have you ever said something like “Lord, if You just give me a great assignment, 
I will serve You for all I am worth”? God might respond, “I really want to, but I can’t. 
That assignment requires a larger character. If I gave you that kind of assignment, you 
would never be able to handle it. You are not ready.’ Then you may argue, “Lord, I am 


able. I can handle it; just try me.’ Do you remember any of the disciples who thought 
they were able to handle a bigger assignment? 

On the night before Jesus’ crucifixion Peter said, “Lord, I’m ready to go with 
you both to prison and to death.” Jesus answered, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster will 
not crow today until you deny three times that you know me” (Luke 22:33-34). Is it 
possible He also knows exactly what you would do? Trust Him. Do not insist that God 
give you something you think you are ready for. That could lead to your ruin. 

God is far more interested in accomplishing His kingdom purposes than you are. 
He will move you into every assignment He knows you are ready for. 


How do you think you should respond when God has not given 
you the kind of assignment you want? 


Let God orient you to Himself. The servant does not tell the Master what kind of 
task he wants. The servant waits on his Master for the assignment. Be patient and wait. 
Waiting on the Lord should not be an idle time for you. Let God use times of waiting 
to mold and shape your character and faith. Let God use those times to purify your 
life and to make you a clean vessel for His service. 

As you obey Him, God will prepare you for the assignment that is suitable for you. 
Any task, however, that comes from the Maker of the universe is important. Don’t use 
human standards to measure the importance or value of the task God gives. 


WHAT IS HAPPENING WHEN | OBEY 
AND THE DOORS CLOSE? 


Suppose you sense God’s call to a task, a place, or an assignment. You set about to do it, 
but everything goes wrong. Often people say,“I guess that was not God’s will.” 

God calls you into a relationship with Himself. Be careful how you interpret 
circumstances. Many times we jump to a conclusion too quickly. God is moving us 
in one direction to tell us what He is about to do. We immediately jump to our own 
conclusion about what He is doing because our reasoning sounds logical. We start 
following the logic of our own thinking, and then nothing seems to work out. We tend 
to ignore our relationship with God and take things into our own hands. Don’t do that. 

Most of the time when God calls you or gives you a direction, He is not calling 
you to do something for Him. He is telling you what He is about to do where you 
are. For instance, God told Paul He was going to reach the Gentiles through him. God, 
not Paul, was going to reach the Gentiles. Paul started to go in one direction, and the 
Spirit prevented him (see Acts 16:6-10). He started to go in another direction. Again, 
the Spirit stopped him. What was God’s original plan? To reach the Gentiles. What 
was Paul’s problem? He was trying to figure out what he ought to do, and the door of 
opportunity closed. Did the door close? No. God was saying, “Listen to Me, Paul. Go 
and sit in Troas until I tell you where you are supposed to go.” 

In Troas Paul received a vision to go to Macedonia. What was happening? God’s 
plan was to turn the gospel to the west toward Greece and Rome. God was at work 
in Philippi and wanted Paul to join Him. 

When you begin to obey God and circumstances seem to close doors of oppor- 
tunity, go back to the Lord and clarify what God said. Better yet, always try to make 
sure exactly what God is saying on the front end of a sense of call. Most often He is 
not calling you to a task but to a relationship with Him. Through that relationship He 


UNIT 9 


a> 


God is far more 
interested in 
accomplishing 
His kingdom 
purposes than 
you are. 


Acts 16:6-10 


“They went through the region 
of Phrygia and Galatia; they 
had been forbidden by the 
Holy Spirit to speak the word 
in Asia. When they came to 
Mysia, they tried to go into 
Bithynia, but the Spirit of 
Jesus did not allow them. 
Passing by Mysia they went 
down to Troas. During the 
night Paul had a vision in 
which a Macedonian man 
was standing and plead- 
ing with him, ‘Cross over to 
Macedonia and help us!’ 
After he had seen the vision, 
we immediately made efforts 
to set out for Macedonia, 
concluding that God had 
called us to preach the 
gospel to them.” 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


When Things Seem 
to Go Wrong 


e Clarify what God 
said and identify what 
may have been your 
assumptions about 
what He said. 

e Keep obeying what 
God has told you. 

e Let Him work out the 
details in His timing. 


e Do all you know to do. 


e Wait on the Lord until 
He tells you what to 
do next. 
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will do something through your life for His kingdom. If you start in a direction and 
then everything seems to come to a halt, go back and clarify what God said. Do not 
abandon what God said. Clarify what He said. 


Read about a couple who sensed God’s call to student work. Watch for 
instructions on what to do when you begin to move in the direction 
you sense God is leading, but circumstances close the door. Underline 
or circle the instructions. I have underlined one example for you. 


I talked with a wonderful couple who said God was inviting them to go to Saskatoon 
to do student work. They started the process for assignment as missionaries, but the 
mission board said no. The couple then concluded they had made a mistake about 
God’ call. I advised them not to jump to that conclusion and cancel God’s whole plan 
because one detail did not work out as they thought it would. Instead, I asked them to 
go back and clarify what God had called them to do. Was He calling them to missions? 
Was He calling them to student work? Was He calling them to Canada? 

The couple sensed God was calling them to Canada and student work, so I said, 
“Keep that sense of call in place. Because one door closed, don’t assume the assignment 
is canceled. Watch to see how the God who called you is going to implement what 
He said. When God speaks a word of direction, He will bring it to pass but in a way 
you might not have anticipated. Be careful not to let circumstances nullify what God 
said.” God may have had a different city in mind for them. He may have wanted them 
to have a different means of financial support. Or He may have needed more time to 
prepare them for the assignment. 

When God calls you, let Him work out the details in His timing. In the mean- 
time, do all you know to do; then wait for the next word of instruction. 


What are some things you would do if you faced a circumstance that 
seemed to close the door on what you sensed God was telling you to 
do? After you make your list, read my suggestions in the margin. 


God’s great task is to adjust His people to Himself. It takes time for Him to shape us to 
be exactly what He wants us to be. Suppose you sense God is going to do something 
great because of what He has said to you in His Word and in prayer. You sense He is 
going to do it because of the way circumstances are working out and other believers 
(the church) agree. Then six months pass, and you still haven’t seen anything significant 
happening. Don’t become negative, depressed, or discouraged. Watch to see what God 
is doing in you and in the people around you to prepare you for what He is going 
to do. The key is your relationship with God. The God who initiates His work in a 
relationship with you is the One who is certain to complete it. 


HOW CAN I KNOW WHETHER THE WORD | RECEIVE 
IS FROM GOD, MY SELFISH DESIRES, OR SATAN? 


Some people go to much trouble studying Satan’s ways so they can identify when 
something appears to be his deception. I don’t do that. I have determined not to focus 
on Satan. He is defeated and he is a liar. The One who is guiding me and is presently 


implementing His will through me is the Victor. The only way Satan can affect God’s 
work through me is when I believe Satan and disbelieve God. Satan will always try to 
deceive you, but he cannot ultimately thwart what God purposes to do. 

When Canadian Mounties train officers in anticounterfeiting work, they don’t let 
a trainee focus on counterfeit bills. Instead, trainees thoroughly study the genuine bill 
so they can readily identify anything that doesn’t measure up to that standard. Come 
to know God’s voice so well that it becomes easy to recognize a counterfeit. 


When you sense that God is leading you in a particular direction, you 
may ask yourself, Is this God, me, or Satan? How can you prepare your- 
self to clearly recognize a word from God? 


How should you approach spiritual warfare with Satan? Know the ways of God so 
thoroughly that if something doesn’t measure up to God’s ways, you will recognize 
it is not from Him and will turn away from it. That’s what Jesus did when He was 
tempted. In essence Jesus said, “I understand what you are saying, Satan; but that is 
not the last word I had from My Father. The Scriptures say ...” (see Matt. 4:1-11.) 
Jesus never debated with Satan. He never analyzed it. He just kept doing the last thing 
His Father told Him to do until the Father told Him what to do next. Our greatest 
weapon in spiritual warfare is obedience to God’s Word. 


DOES GOD HAVE ONE PLAN FOR 
MY LIFE FOR ETERNITY? 


Does God plan your life for eternity and then turn you loose to work out His inten- 
tions? God’s desire is for a relationship. We get in trouble when we try to get God to 
tell us if He wants us to be a Christian business person, a worship leader, a school- 
teacher, a pastor, or a missionary. We want to know if He wants us to serve in our 
home country or go to Japan or Canada. God doesn’t usually give you a one-time 
assignment and leave you there forever. Yes, you may be placed in one job in one place 
for an extended period, but God’s assignments come to you on a daily basis. 

God calls you to a relationship in which He is Lord—in which you are willing to 
do and be anything He chooses. If you respond to Him as Lord, He may lead you to 
do and be things you would never have dreamed of. If you don’t follow Him as Lord, 
you may lock yourself into a job or an assignment and miss something God wants to 
do through you. I’ve heard people say things like “God called me to be a , SO 
this other thing couldn’t possibly be His will.’ Or “My spiritual gift is ; 
so this ministry couldn’t be God’s will for me.” 

God will never give you an assignment He will not enable you to complete. That 
is what a spiritual gift is—a supernatural empowering to accomplish the assignment 
God gives you. Don’t focus on your talents, abilities, and interests in determining 
God's will. I have heard many people say, “I would really like to do that; therefore, it 
must be God’ will.’ That kind of response is self-centered. Instead, become God- 
centered. When God is Lord, your response should be something like this: “Lord, I 
will do anything Your kingdom requires of me. Wherever You want me to go, lIl go. 
Whatever the circumstances, I’m willing to follow. IfYou want to meet a need through 
my life, I am Your servant, and I will do whatever is required.” 
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God's desire 
is for a 
relationship. 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


| will allow God to take all 
the time He needs to shape 
me for His purposes. 


| won't ignore the relationship 
and take things into my 
own hands. 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


God calls me to a 
relationship. 


Let God work out the 
details in His timing. 


| must know the ways of 
God so thoroughly that if 
something doesn’t measure 
up to God’s ways, | will know 
it is not from Him and will 
turn away from it. 


~ God will never give me an 
assignment He will not 
enable me to complete. 


Suppose a teenager in your church came to you for counsel, saying, 
“I think God may be calling me to the ministry. Can you tell me how 
to know whether I should be a pastor, a missionary, or a youth minis- 
ter? I want to be careful. I don’t want to miss God’s plan for my life.” 
Outline what you would say. 


Did you point him to God’s plan as a relationship, not just a job description? Did you 
help him see his need to submit to Christ’s lordship on a daily basis? I trust you would 
have helped him adopt a God-centered approach to knowing and doing God’s will. 


Review your Scripture memory verses and be prepared to recite 
them to a partner in your small group session this week. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- 
ment or Scripture you read today? 
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What does God want you to do 
in response to today’s study? 


Reword the statement or Scripture 
into a prayer of response to God. 


Experiencing God: A Legacy of Life Change 


My schedule was absolutely full. | was asked if | could now take on a role with two other major 
agencies, working with the presidents to counsel toward revival and spiritual awakening. One 
responsibility would be to travel extensively internationally. So | began to pray for God’s guidance 
to know how to clear my calendar to take on added responsibilities. | began to cancel many assign- 
ments. But | came to one, Howard Payne University. | was about to cancel it when the Spirit of God put 
a clear check in my spirit. | was not to forgo this one. It didn’t make sense to me, but the command to 
obey God's leading persisted. It was difficult even to get there, and so much went wrong on the way, 
but obedience kept ringing in my heart. | was to speak at Coggin Avenue Baptist Church on Sunday 
and be on campus Monday through Wednesday. It was soon obvious why God had commanded me to 
go: revival was breaking out! People were praying everywhere, especially the students. 

On Sunday and during the days on campus, hundreds of lives were touched and radically 
changed. Every service, including an open luncheon for business people, was crowded. Open 
confession of sin broke out, testimonies were given spontaneously, people were saved, and many 
Christians had their faith renewed. This deep moving of God spread to other churches across Texas, 
then on to as many as three hundred college campuses. Lives touched during those weeks are still 
being greatly used by God today. When God speaks, obedience is crucial to His mighty work. 
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EXPERIENCING GOD THROUGH OBEDIENCE 


VIDEO TEACHING NOTES 


1.There is a difference between having Jesus as your Friend and you being a friend 
of Jesus. 

2. Jesus clearly says, “When I look to see who’s a friend of mine, there is one thing 
I look for, and that’s obedience.” 

3.There is no substitute for obedience. Worship is not a substitute for obedience. 
Doctrine and right belief are not a substitute for obedience. Prayer is not a 
substitute for obedience. 

4. There comes a point where you don’t need to pray anymore; you just need to obey. 

5. Take a spiritual inventory of everything you know God has told you to do. Obey 
and it will open up a new level of relationship with God. 


YOUR NOTES 


UNIT REVIEW 


Now you have studied all seven realities of experiencing God. Using 
the hints below, write the seven statements in your own words. 

1. God’s work: 

2. Love relationship: 


3. God invites: 


4. God speaks: 


5. Crisis of belief: 
6. Major adjustments: 


7. Obey Him: 


Check your answers, using the inside back cover of your book. 


Scriptures 
Referenced 


John 14:15 

John 15:14 

Isaiah 1:15 
Matthew 5:21-26 
Genesis 12:1-3 
John 1:37-41 
Exodus 14:31 


Sharing Time 


e Statements that have 
influenced the way you 
love and obey God 
(activity 3, p. 180) 

* Activity 4, page 184 

e Statements that have 
been meaningful to 
you (activity 1, p. 188) 

e Names by which you 
have come to know 
God by experience 
(activity 3, p. 191) 

* One of the most 
meaningful statements 
or Scriptures from this 
unit’s lessons and your 
prayer response to God. 
Choose one from pages 
183, 187, 190, and 196. 


Streamable session 
videos are included 
with the purchase price 
of this book. Look for 
your access code on the 
insert attached in the 


back of this book. 
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VERSE TO MEMORIZE 


sary WILL 
AER 


Ivah Bates Was a “Knee” 


I’ve mentioned Ivah Bates before. An elderly widow, she was one of the greatest pray- 
ers I have ever known. Our church was the body of Christ, and we called Ivah a knee. 
God put her in the body as a powerful pray-er. 

When we had new believers in our church, Ivah taught them how to pray. She 
equipped many in our church to grow in their prayer lives. When we began our minis- 
try to the university campus, Ivah didn’t know how to reach college students. As a 
senior citizen, she was initially disappointed that she would not be of any help to the 
church as it ministered on the university campus. Our campus minister shared with 
Ivah how she could intercede for the campus. She did not change her role in the body 
but learned how to be the knee—the pray-er—for the campus.The students were told, 

“Whenever you are going to witness to somebody or have a particular assignment in 
our college ministry, tell Ivah about it. She will pray.” 

A student named Wayne said to Ivah,““Next Tuesday I will witness to Doug. Would 
you pray for me?” Ivah prayed through the noon hour while Wayne was witnessing. 
She did that every time the students told her what they were doing. The hand (Wayne) 
was touching the campus, but the whole body was fitly joined together to participate 
in that particular ministry. Each member functioned where God put it so the hand 
could be effective. 

About three months later, a young man came down the aisle of our church 
during the altar call to place his trust in the Lord for salvation. I said to the congrega- 
tion, “This is Doug. He has just become a Christian.” I looked at Ivah, who was deeply 
moved and weeping. She had never met Doug, but she had prayed for him for three 
months. Who won Doug to the Lord? The body did! 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


ThE CHURCH 


Church members need to know how to walk with God and how to hear Him speak- 
ing. They need to be able to identify things only God can do. As a pastor I was 


When a church allows responsible for teaching our people these things. During the first year of my ministry 
God's presence and at a new church, I took time to find out what God had been doing there before I 
activity to be expressed, arrived. Then I sought to lead members into the kind of relationship with God in 
a watching world will which they understood what a church was and how it was to function. 
be drawn to Him. In the Bible God gave direction to people and equipped the spiritual leaders He 


called. These leaders then guided the people. Their walk with God and their sensitiv- 
ity to what God was doing among the people were crucial. A picture of this pattern 
is seen in Acts 6. 
Perhaps one of the greatest challenges for Christianity in our day is for churches 
to walk with God so closely that the world comes to know Him through their witness. 
When a church allows God’s presence and activity to be expressed through them, a 
watching world will be drawn to Him. How can your church be that kind of congre- 
gation? First, you must understand who you are in relation to God and to one another: 
1.A church is a creation of Christ. He builds His church (see Matt. 16:18), using 
Spirit-directed pastors and leaders (see Eph. 4:11-13); therefore, spiritual leaders 
and members should respect and support the church leaders. God also arranges the 
members in the church according to His will (see 1 Cor. 12:18). Every member has 
been placed in the church according to God’s plan to accomplish His purpose for 
that place and time. 

2.A church is a living body of Christ with many members (see 1 Cor. 12:27).The church 
is not a building or an organization. It is a group of people built into a living body. 

3.A church is uniquely related to Christ as Head of the body (see Eph. 1:22; 4:15-16). 
All matters in a church come under His lordship. 

4. Members of a church are uniquely related to every other member of the body (see 
1 Cor. 12; Eph. 4:11-16). All members are interdependent and need one another. 
5.A church is on mission with Christ in the world to carry out the Father’s redemptive 
purposes (see Matt. 28:18-20; 2 Cor. 5:17-20).““We are God’s coworkers” (1 Cor. 3:9). 


£ In each of the following pairs of statements, one is human-centered, 
and one is God-centered. Check the God-centered statements. 
a. O (1) An effective church is built by strong leadership, the active 
participation of the laity, and good organization. 
Q) (2) Christ builds His church through the Holy-Spirit-empowered service 
of the pastor, other spiritual leaders, and members of His body. 
b. Q (1) Jesus Christ gives life to the church, which is His living body. 
O (2) A church is a group of people who have been effectively organized 
into an institution in a local community. 
c. U (1) Every church needs a CEO and a board of directors. 
Q (2) Christ is the Head of the church. 
d. Q (1) When the church gathers, members experience God at work 
in the body through the lives of each member. 
Q (2) Church attendance is important to show our support for the organization. 
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e. O (1) A church watches to see where God is at work and joins Him 
in His redemptive mission. 
Q (2) A church sets worthy and reachable goals, and members give 
their best to achieve them. 


The God-centered statements are a—2, b-1, c—2, d-1, e-1. God works through the 
pastor, other spiritual leaders, and people in the church to accomplish His purposes. 
Many statements commonly used around churches indicate, however, that often we 
are extremely people-centered in our work. We give our human reasoning and abili- 
ties far more credit than they deserve. We are not to do God’s work, our way! We are 
to follow God’s leading and do church work, His way. 


BEING IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN DOING 


Like individuals, churches are often more interested in what God wants them to do 
than in what He wants them to be. Being the kind of people who please God is far 
more important than doing something for Him. Yes, God wants a church to obey Him 
by doing what He asks. Yet He doesn’t want a church to violate His commands to get 
a task done. Can you imagine how God must feel when a church splits because one 
group wanted to do something for God and the other group refused? 


& Beside each statement, write a biblical response: 

1. A church voted 60%-40% to construct a new auditorium, so they immedi- 
ately proceeded. 

2. A church enlisted a consultant to help them establish their long-term goals. 
Every ministry not included was defunded so the church could focus on its 
priorities. 

3. A church has had the same Easter program for 30 years. For the last decade 
there have been minimal results. Whenever it is suggested that the church 
consider a new program, a group of people threaten to leave the church if 
the program is discontinued. 


How God does something is as important as what God does. God receives glory 
from the process as well as the result. God wants His people to be holy, clean, and 

pure. He desires unity in the church: “There would be no division in the body” 
(1 Cor. 12:25). He calls members to love one another, because the world will know 

we are His disciples by our love (see John 13:35). God will accomplish His work 
through His people in ways that are consistent with His commands and His nature. 
The New Testament expresses God’s desires for the church. Keep these in mind as 

we study this unit together: 


UNIT 10 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


1. God wants His people 
to be holy and pure. 
2. God wants His people 

to display unity. 
3. God wants His people 
to love one another. 


e God is always at work 
in and around a local 
church. 

e God pursues a continu- 
ing love relationship 
with His church that 
is real and personal. 

e God invites a church to 
become involved 
in His work. 

e When a church sees 
where God is at work, 
that is its invitation 
to join Him. 

* God speaks by the Holy 
Spirit through the Bible, 
prayer, circumstances, 
and the church. 

¢ A church will face a 
crisis of belief when 
God invites it to 
become involved in 
a work only He can 
accomplish. Faith and 
action will be required. 

e A church will have to 


Read the following Scriptures. Match each Scripture with one of 

the three statements in the margin. Write the number of the correct 
statement on the line beside each Scripture. 

——.a.“T pray ... May they all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I am in you. 
May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent 
me. May they also be in us, so that the world may believe you sent me” 
(John 17:20-21,23). 

— b.“This is the message you have heard from the beginning: We should love 
one another. Let us not love in word or speech, but in action and in truth. 
This is his command: that we believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, 
and love one another as he commanded us” (1 John 3:1 1,18,23). 

— c£. “Do not be conformed to the desires of your former ignorance. But as 
the one who called you is holy, you also are to be holy in all your con- 
duct; for it is written, Be holy, because I am holy.’ (1 Pet. 1:14-16). 

— d.“Do everything without grumbling and arguing, so that you may be 
blameless and pure, children of God who are faultless in a crooked and 
perverted generation, among whom you shine like stars in the world, 
by holding firm to the word of life” (Phil. 2:14-16). 

— €. “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond 
of peace” (Eph. 4:3). 


How would you evaluate your church’s faithfulness to these commands? 
Is your church holy, pure, united, and loving? Write your response 


Answers are a—2, b-3, c-1, d—1, e-2. 


KNOWING AND DOING GOD’S WILL AS A CHURCH 


Much of what you have studied about experiencing God applies to 
churches as well as individuals. Review the statements in the left 
margin that have been restated from a church perspective. 


The list could go on. In spite of these similarities, the way a church comes to know 
God’s will and the way an individual comes to know God’s will are different. A church 
is the body of Christ. A body functions as one unit with spiritual leaders and members. 
All are interdependent; they need one another. Each leader and member of the body 
needs the others to fully know God’s will. Each member has a role in the body (see 
Gal. 6:1-5), and each leader has a responsibility to equip the members of the body (see 
Eph. 4:11-13).The pastor is responsible for the body as well as to the body. 

Suppose your eye said to your body, “Let’s walk down these train tracks (see the 
diagram in the opposite margin). The way is all clear. Not a train is in sight.” So you 
begin to walk down the tracks. 

Then suppose your ear says to the body, “I hear a whistle in the distance behind us.” 


make major adjustments 
to join God in His work. 

e A church is totally 
dependent on God for 
accomplishing tasks of 
Kingdom value. 

e Apart from God a 
church can do nothing 
of Kingdom value. 

e As a church obeys God, 
it will come to know 
Him by experience 
as He does wonderful 
things through it. 


Your eye argues, “But nothing is on the track as far as I can see. Let’s keep on 
walking.” So your body listens only to your eye and keeps on walking. 

Soon your ear says, “That whistle is getting louder and closer!” 

Then your feet say, “The tracks are vibrating on my feet! We better get our body 
off these tracks!” 


6) If this were your physical body, what would you do? 
Q a. I would get off the train tracks as soon as possible! 
O b. I would take a vote of all my body parts and let the majority rule. 
Qc. I would try to ignore the conflict and hope it went away. 
Q d. I would trust my eye and keep on walking. My eye has never 
let me down yet. 


That may have seemed like a silly question. God gave our bodies many different senses 
and parts. When each member does its job, the whole body works the way it should. 
In our physical bodies we do not take votes based on majority rule, ignore conflicting 
senses, or listen only to one sense and ignore the others. To live that way would be 
extremely dangerous. 

Because a church is the body of Christ, it functions best when spiritual leaders 
and members share with one another what they sense God wants the church to be 
and do. A congregation needs to hear the whole counsel of God through its spiritual 
leaders and members.Then it can proceed with confidence and unity to do God’s will. 


7) Briefly summarize the difference between the way a church comes to 
know God’s will and the way an individual comes to know God’s will. 


© wat questions do you have about the way a church comes to know 
God’s will? 


Your memory verse for this unit focuses on the church as a body. 
Write it in the margin and begin memorizing it. Then review your 
other memory verses. 


When God wants to reveal His will to a church, He begins by speaking to one or more 
individuals. Because of the nature of his call and assignment from God, this is often the 
pastor, although it may be another member of the body. The pastor's job is to bear witness 
to the church about what he senses God is saying. Other members may also express what 
they believe God is communicating. The whole body looks to Christ—the Head of the 
church—for guidance. He guides all members of the body to fully understand His will. 

You may have questions about how to practice these principles in your church. A 
church of 50 members would do this differently than one with 5,000 members. The 
most important factor is not a method but a relationship with a Person. Christ, the 
Head of His church, knows how each one can work uniquely with Him to understand 
His will. The Jerusalem church had more than 3,000 members, and Christ accom- 
plished His work through them, with the guidance of the apostles as spiritual leaders. 

As God moved and expressed His will to our church members, I guided them as 
their pastor to share with the other members of the body what they saw God doing. 
Everyone was given opportunities to testify, and each was encouraged to respond as 
God guided him or her. This happened not only in worship (usually at the close of a 
service) but also in prayer meetings, committee meetings, business meetings, Sunday 
School classes, home Bible studies, and personal conversations. Many called the church 
office and shared what God had said to them in their quiet times. Still others related 
what they had experienced at work or at school. The entire church became experien- 
tially and practically aware of Christ’s presence in our midst. 
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SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


When a church allows God’s 
presence and activity to be 
expressed, a watching world 
will be drawn to Him. 


God wants His people 
to be holy and pure. 


at Ss 
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God wants His people 
to love one another. 


No one individual has the 
total vision for God’s will 
for a local church. 


A church needs to hear the 
whole counsel of God through 
the Bible, prayer, circum- 
stances, and the church. 


Sharing what God is doing 
in my life may help someone 
else encounter God in a 
meaningful way. 


© When are some times members of your church could share with others 
what they sense God wants the church to be and do? Include ideas 
from the previous paragraph and any other suggestions you may have. 


Ovr do you think some churches do not listen to what God is revealing 
to its members? 


Sharing what God is doing in your life may help someone else encounter God in a 
meaningful way. For example, when someone was led to make a significant commitment 
to the Lord in one of our services, I gave that person an opportunity to share with the 
body what God had done in their life. Such testimonies often had a deep impact on the 
congregation. Sometimes that testimony prompted others to respond in a similar way. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


A church comes to 
know the will of 
God when the whole 
body understands 
what Christ— 
the Head—is telling it. 
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DISCERNING GOD'S WILL 
AS A BODY 


When my son Richard was a pastor, he regularly held a time called “God watch.” 
Members of the congregation were asked where they had seen God at work around 
them the previous week. One woman had the school principal of her son’s public 
school ask if she was a Christian. Many of the children were coming to school with- 
out anything to eat for lunch. Their jackets were inadequate for the cold weather. 
The principal asked if the woman’s church could help. When she shared that with 
the church, numerous people offered to provide meals and warm jackets. A new 
ministry was birthed. 

Another man shared that he was burdened that the children in the church did 
not have an opportunity to attend a Christian camp during the summer. He offered 


to direct a camp if the church believed this was God’s invitation. Immediately people 
began volunteering to serve as nurses, counselors, and cooks. The camp was extremely 
popular and saw many people come to Christ in the following years. 

Over the years, many exciting new ministries were launched, almost none were 
initiated by the church staff. The staff heard what God was showing the people and 
then equipped the saints for the work of ministry (Eph. 4:12) 

The church does not come to know God’s will in exactly the same way an indi- 
vidual does. Individuals come to know God’ will through an intimate love relationship 
with God. The Holy Spirit speaks through the Bible, prayer, circumstances, and the 
church to reveal Himself, His purposes, and His ways. A church comes to understand 
God’s will when the whole body hears what Christ—the Head—is telling it. 


(1 wie are some ways a church can discern God’s will? 


What are some cautions a church should observe as it seeks to 
understand how God is leading it? 


With the coming of the Holy Spirit on the church at Pentecost, God came to dwell in 
every believer. He created the body—a local church—where members were connected 
to every other member. In the body of Christ, each believer has direct access to God. 
God can speak to any and every member of the congregation. He works through the 
whole body to reveal His will. 

In the New Testament the Holy Spirit led the apostles as they guided the church. 
God led the members and leaders in mutual interdependence as they served and 
made decisions. These New Testament examples illustrate joint decision making under 
Christ’s lordship: 

e Choosing Judas’s replacement (see Acts 1:12-26) 

e Selecting the seven (see Acts 6:1-7) 

e Peter’s witness to the Gentile conversions (see Acts 11:1-18) 

e Sending out Barnabas and Saul (see Acts 13:1-3) 

e The Jerusalem Council (see Acts 15:1-35) 


Notice in these examples that different methods were used to arrive at corporate deci- 
sions. For example, the Jerusalem Council settled an important doctrinal and practical 
issue. After Peter and James had spoken, the “whole assembly ... listened to Barnabas 
and Paul” (Acts 15:12) also.““Then the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, 
decided” (Acts 15:22).‘‘For it was the Holy Spirit’s decision—and ours” (Acts 15:28). 

When God speaks to people about the church, they should relate to the body 
what they sense God is saying. As members tell what God is saying, the whole body 
goes to God in prayer to discern His will. In His timing God confirms to the body 
what He is saying. Individual opinions are not what is important. God’s will is crucial. 
No single method can be given for discerning God’s will as a body. Pastors, other 
church leaders, and members are to have such deep relationships with God and the 
church body that spiritual guidance is the outcome. When Christ guides each spiritual 
leader and member of the body to function properly, the whole body knows and is 
enabled to do God’s will. 
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Numbers 9:1-5 


“The Lord told Moses ... ‘The 


Israelites are to observe the 
Passover. ...’ So Moses told 
the Israelites to observe the 
Passover, and they observed 
it. ... The Israelites did 
everything as the Lord had 
commanded Moses.” 
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a> 


The Head 
does the 
convincing on 


His timetable. 


The church is a body, and every leader and member has direct access 
to God. Which of the following describes the way a church should 
relate to God to understand His will? Check your response. 
L a. The church should trust the pastor to hear from God on its behalf. 
Ü b. Members of the church should present their opinions about what the 
church should be and do, then debate the issues. Then they vote and 
let the majority rule. 
Oc. The pastor, leaders, and members should pray and ask God for guidance. 
Then each person shares what he or she senses God is saying to the church. 
All the leaders and members then look to the Head of the body—Christ— 
and continue praying until Christ has convinced them of His will. 


(J d. Other: 


A church learns God’s will when the whole body comes to understand what Christ 
wants it to do. For a church, knowing God’s will may involve many members, not just 
one, although God often speaks to leaders about what He wants to do. The leaders 
then share with the body what they sense God is saying to the church as a whole. The 
leader does not have to try to convince the church that this is God’s will, nor does he 
have to ask the congregation to follow him without question. The leader encourages 
the body to go to Christ and get confirmation from the Head—Christ. The Head 
does the convincing on His timetable. Then the whole body follows Christ. This is 
why a church must learn to function as a body with Christ as its Head. 

A new mission church agreed to buy land for its first building. The pastor led the 
church to purchase the land based on promises made by the realtor. Problems arose 
for the church because the realtor did not keep his commitments after closing the deal. 
Finally, the pastor brought the church together and told them about the negotiations 
and problems. Two members said, “Pastor, we knew the realtor was dishonest because he 
has deceived us in business dealings before. We were aftaid to disagree with your plans 
because it would have appeared that we were opposing God.” Fortunately, God was 
gracious, and the problems were eventually resolved. This incident points out, however, 
that the church needs to function as a body, with every member free to share what he or 
she knows or senses is God’s will. 


4) How does a church come to know God’s will? Write a brief summary. 


CHURCH DECISION MAKING 


When God gave directions to our church in Saskatoon, He often provided them 
through members other than me, who sensed a clear direction of God and shared it 
with the body. We created opportunities for people to testify what they sensed God 
was leading us to be or do. Our desire was not to find out who was for it and who was 
against it. In our business meetings we never took a vote, asking, “How many of you 
are for this, and how many of you are against it?” That is the wrong question. Every 
time you ask that question, you have a divided church, and you have acted as if our 
own opinions are more important than God’s. Sometimes the majority is wrong! But 
God never is! 


The right question is “After all the information you have heard and after all you 
have prayed, how many of you sense God is clearly directing us to proceed in this 
direction as a body?” This is a different question. It does not ask members for their 
opinions. It asks them to vote based on what they sense God is saying to His church. 
On critical issues we never voted at the time we discussed the issue. After discussion 
we would take time to pray and seek the mind of Christ. 

Suppose 55 percent of the members voted, saying, “Yes, we sense God is clearly 
leading us to proceed in this direction.” Forty-five percent voted saying, “We do not 
sense God is clearly leading us in this direction.” What did we do? We never proceeded. 
That vote told me two things: (1) God seemed to be leading us in that direction. (2) 
However, the timing wasn’t right, because the Head had not yet brought the rest of the 
body to the same sense of leading. We prayed, worked, and watched. We let the Head 
bring the body to understand what He wanted to do through us. God was in charge 
and was present to bring us to one mind and heart (see Rom. 15:5-6; 1 Cor. 1:10). 
We trusted Him to do that. 

People often ask, “Did you always wait until you got a 100 percent vote?” No, I 
knew one or more members could be out of fellowship with the Lord and couldn't 
hear His voice. Others might be purposely disobedient. However, we usually waited 
until the votes were overwhelmingly in favor. 

I did not get angry or disappointed with those who did not agree with the rest 
of the body. Their disagreement indicated they might have a fellowship problem with 
the Lord. As the pastor I would place my life alongside them to see how God might 
want to work through me to help them return to proper fellowship with the Lord. I 
always prayed through this situation carefully and responded only as the Lord led me. 


Reflect on the following questions and check your response. 

a. Do you believe it is practical for God to bring the body to one heart and 
one mind about His will? OYes U No 

b. Do you believe God is able to bring His people to understand His will? 
QYes Q No 


c. Do you believe God is able to bring your church to this kind of unity? 
QYes Q No 


d.Would you be willing to wait on God until He has had time to adjust the 
members of the body to His wil? OYes U No 


One Sunday evening I received a long-distance call from a man who told me he was 
at his church, where revival had broken out. He related that the church had sched- 
uled a special business meeting that evening to address some extremely contentious 
issues. Tempers had flared, and people had leveled angry accusations at one another. 
Someone finally rose and tried to restore unity to the troubled and divided church. 
He shared that he and some others were meeting on Sunday evenings and studying 
Experiencing God. The hour before the business meeting that night, they had watched 
a video segment explaining how a church was to function. He suggested they all take 
a break from the meeting and watch a portion of the video. As they watched, the 
Holy Spirit brought conviction to many members who had not acted in a Christ- 
like manner. At the close of the video segment, people rose and apologized for their 
behavior. Estranged church members were reconciled, and revival broke out. What 
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The right 
question is 
“How many of 
you sense God is 
clearly directing 
us to proceed in 
this direction 
as a body?” 


1 Corinthians 1:10 


“I urge you, brothers and 
sisters, in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
all of you agree in what 
you say, that there be no 
divisions among you, and 
that you be united with 
the same understanding 
and the same conviction.” 
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aw 


As a body we 
must wait on 
God's timing. 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


A church comes to know 
God’s will when the whole 
body understands what 
Christ—the Head— 

is telling it. 
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had seemed impossible only moments before was now occurring as God’s people 
returned their focus to Him and His purposes for their church. 

This may be another place where you have reached a crisis of belief. Ask God for 
help through this one. Can God bring a whole church to a sense of unity about His 
will? Yes: “May the God who gives endurance and encouragement grant you to live 
in harmony with one another, according to Christ Jesus, so that you may glorify the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 15:5-6). 


Q waar is God saying to you through the previous two verses? 


Wise guidance from God may be lost by missing God’s timing. Not only does a church 
need to know what God wants it to do, but it also needs to know when He wants it to 
act. A church body must wait on God's timing. God will seek to adjust a congregation 
to Himself. Waiting on God develops confident patience in the Lord and loving trust in 
one another. 


REAL MOTIVATION 


I never tried to get members merely to support an organization, a program, or a person. 
Rather, I challenged them to ask God what He wanted. When they knew what God 
intended, the only realistic option was faithful obedience. That obedience could be and 
was often expressed through an organization, a program, or a ministry of the church. 


Which one of the following actions will best motivate God’s people to 

faithful obedience to God’s will? Check your response. 

I Ask them to find out what God wants as they walk in an intimate love rela- 
tionship with Him. When He clearly speaks, they should obey Him. 

J Ask them to support a program promoted by the denomination. 

J Ask them to unquestioningly yield to their pastor's leadership. 

Q Ask them to go along with a committee’s recommendation. 

(J Tell them, “I have a word from God” and expect them to accept it. 


The churches I served had many traditions. I kept teaching until the Spirit of God, 
who is our common Teacher, brought us to one heart and one mind. We began to 
release ourselves to Him and to let God take all the time He needed. I believed my 
responsibility as a pastor was to lead God’s people into such close relationships with 
Jesus Christ that they would clearly know when He was speaking. Then I asked them 
to obey God, not follow a program, an influential lay leader, a committee, or me. God 
the Holy Spirit is a Christian’s real motivator. 

Our business meetings became some of the most exciting times in the life of our 
church. People knew that at the business meeting we would clearly see God’s direc- 
tions and activity. They wanted to come to these meetings because they were such 
thrilling moments for our church to see God reveal His purposes and His ways to us. 

The church is a body with Christ as its Head. The Spirit of God guides every 
believer. His indwelling presence can teach us and guide us. I always allowed my 
understanding of God’s will to be tested in the life of the congregation. 

When I sensed God wanted our church to do something, as pastor I always asked 
the church family to work through it with me. If the people walked with God, I could 
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trust God to guide them. This is true for pastors and other church members as well. If | Individual opinions are not 
the people did not walk in right fellowship with God, I depended on God to guide | that important. God's will 
me in helping them to grow in their walk with God. God doesn’t give up on His is crucial. 
people, so neither did I. 
A church must learn to func- 
8) What is God saying to you about your church and the way it currently tion as a body with Christ 
makes decisions? as the Head of His church. 


A church must wait — 
on God's timing. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state-  Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


THE BODY OF CHRIST, 
PART | 


Paul wrote to the church in Rome and gave the members instructions about how the 


body of Christ should function in relation to one another. A church needs to learn to A church needs to 

act as the body of Christ. Paul’s instructions will help you relate to your church as a learn to function as 

member of Christ’s body. the body of Christ. 
Turn in your Bible to Romans 12. Read the verses listed below 


and answer the questions. 

a.Verses 1-2:What two things did Paul recommend to members of the body 
so the whole body would be able to discern God’s will? 
e Offer your bodies as 
e Do not conform, but be transformed by 


b.Verses 3,10,16: What are specific things you can do to prevent problems 
caused by pride? 
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Romans 12:9-21 


LI Love others without 

hypocrisy. 

LJ Bless those who 
persecute you. 

J Detest evil. 

I Rejoice with those 
who rejoice. 

J Cling to what is 

good. 

I Weep with those 

who weep. 

“J Love one another 

deeply. 

T Live in harmony 
with one another. 
QJ Honor one another. 

I Don’t be proud 
or wise in your own 


estimation. 
Q Serve the Lord 
with zeal. 
Q Associate with the 
humble. 
QI Rejoice in hope. 
{I Don’t repay evil 
for evil. 


J Be patient in affliction. 
LJ Do what is honorable. 


QJ Be persisitent in 
prayer. 

L Don’t avenge your- 
selves. 

J Share with the saints 
in their needs. 

“J Conquer evil 
with good. 

“I Pursue hospitality. 


a> 


The Holy Spirit 
is the Gift. 
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c. Verses 4-6:““Members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who 
are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We have 
different gifts.” Why are other members of the body important to you? 


d.Verse 5 is your Scripture memory verse this week. Write it below and begin 
memorizing it. 


e.Verses 9-21: Which of the many instructions given in these verses do you 
think members of your church need to practice more than they do? 
Read the list in the margin and check all that apply. 


Living sacrifices and renewed minds are necessary to “discern what is the good, pleas- 
ing, and perfect will of God” (v. 2). Pride causes problems in the body. You should 
think of yourself with sober judgment, honor others above yourself, live in harmony, 
and associate with people of low position. Church members need to practice all of the 
instructions given in verses 9-21. Warning: following these instructions can be costly! 


Pause to pray for specific ways God may want your church to act 
more like the body of Christ. 


THE HOLY SPIRIT EQUIPS EACH MEMBER 
TO FUNCTION IN THE BODY 


The first part of 1 Corinthians 12 says the Holy Spirit equips each member. Verse 7 
says, “A manifestation of the Spirit is given to each person for the common good” 
(1 Cor. 12:7). The Holy Spirit is the Gift (see Acts 2:38). The Holy Spirit manifests 
(makes visible, clear, known; reveals) Himself to each member of the body for the 
common good of the body. 


Check the correct answer to each of the following questions. 
a. To whom does the Spirit manifest Himself? 

QJ Only to a few spiritual individuals 

L Only to church leaders 

Q To every believer 


b. Why does the Holy Spirit manifest Himself to believers? 
A So the individual can be blessed 
Ñ So the individual can fulfill his or her ministry 
CI So the whole body can benefit from His work 


Did you check the last item in both questions? Good! All members of the church— 
Christ’s body—are gifted with the Holy Spirit’s presence. Each person’s experience 
of the Holy Spirit is for the good of the entire body, not merely for that individual. 
That is why we need one another. When church members do not relate to each other 
properly, the church misses out on much that God intends. 

The Old Testament is the kindergarten for understanding the Holy Spirit’s work. 
In the Old Testament the Spirit came on individuals to help them achieve particular 


assignments God had given them. Moses had a task as an administrator, so God 
equipped him, by His Holy Spirit, to administer. 

God gave each of the judges an assignment. (You'll find their stories in the Book 
of Judges.) Then the Spirit of God came on each one and equipped him or her to 
complete the task that was given. David was called to be the king when he was a shep- 
herd. How could such a young, inexperienced man rule during that dangerous time? 
The Spirit of God came on him and equipped him for the task. Ezekiel was called to 
be a prophet. How could he be a prophet? Scripture says the Spirit of God came on 
him and caused him to do everything God asked of him (see Ezek. 2-3). 

Here is the pattern we see in the Old Testament: 

1. God gave assignments to people. 

2. God gave the Holy Spirit to people to equip them to accomplish the task. 

3.The proof of the Spirit’s presence was that the person was able to complete 
the assignment effectively through His supernatural enabling. 


The workmen who built the tabernacle clearly illustrate this pattern. God gave Moses 
specific details for building the tabernacle (see Ex. 25-31). Then God said, “I have 
appointed by name Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. I have filled 
him God’s Spirit, with wisdom, understanding, and ability in every craft. I have also 
selected Oholiab ... to be with him. I have put wisdom in the heart of every skilled artisan 
in order to make all that I have commanded” (Ex. 31:2-3,6). How would Moses know 
whether the Spirit of God was on those men? He watched them at work. If God enabled 
them to carry out the assignment He had given, Moses knew God’ Spirit was on them. 

Throughout the Old Testament the Spirit of God was always present to equip 
individuals to carry out divine assignments. God didn’t give things. He gave Himself. 
The Spirit manifested His presence by equipping people to function where God 
assigned them. 


What is the pattern for the Holy Spirit’s work in the Old Testament? 
Use the hints below and describe the pattern. 

Assignment: 
The Gift: 
The proof: 


When members of a church begin considering spiritual gifts, they sometimes run into 
difficulty by thinking God gives them a thing, like an ingredient called administration. 
He doesn’t give a thing; He gives Himself. The Gift is a Person. The Holy Spirit equips 
you with His administrative ability so His administration becomes your administra- 
tion. When you see a spiritual gift exercised, you are observing a manifestation of the 
Holy Spirit—the Holy Spirit equipping and enabling an individual with His abilities 
to accomplish God’s work. 


(5) Read John 14:10 and 1 Corinthians 12:7 in the margin. Which 
of the following is the better definition of spiritual gift? Check 
your response. 
T A spiritual gift is a manifestation of the Holy Spirit at work in and through 
a person’s life for the common good of the body of Christ. 
QUA spiritual gift is a special ability God gives a person so he or she can 
accomplish the work God has assigned to the church. 
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John 14:10 


“The Father who lives in me 
does his works.” 


1 Corinthians 12:7 


“A manifestation of the Spirit 
is given to each person for 
the common good.” 
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SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 
The Holy Spirit is the Gift. 


A spiritual gift is a mani- 
festation of the Holy Spirit 
at work in and through a 
person’s life for the common 
good of the body of Christ. 


The Spirit decides whom 

to give assignments and 
enables spiritual leaders 
and members to accomplish 
His work. 


God puts spiritual leaders 
and members in the body 
where He wants them to be. 


The body is not complete 
without all the spiritual 
leaders and members God 
has given the body. 


Members of the body should 
have equal concern for one 
another. 


Spiritual leaders and 
members of the body have 
different assignments from 
God for the good of the 
whole body. 


Jesus said, “The Father who lives in me does his works.” (John 14:10). Even in Jesus’ 
miracles the Father was manifesting Himself. The Father was in Jesus, and He worked 
through Jesus to accomplish His purposes.The first definition above focuses on God and 
what He does through us. The second definition focuses more on what I receive so I can 
do something for God or His church. Jesus said,““You can do nothing without me” (John 
15:5).A spiritual gift is a manifestation of God at work through you. 


THE BODY OF CHRIST IN 1 CORINTHIANS 12 


The first part of 1 Corinthians 12 says the Holy Spirit manifests Himself in different 
ways. He reveals Himself in every believer. The second part of that chapter talks about 


the body. 


(6) Read the following list of summary statements. Then read 1 Corin- 
thians 12:11-31 and try to find at least one verse that supports each 
statement. Write the numbers of the verses beside the statements. 


Verse(s) a. The Holy Spirit gives assignments to people and enables each 
spiritual leader and member to accomplish God’s work. 

Verse(s) b. The body is a single unit made up of many parts. 

Verse(s) c. Members of the body do not choose their roles 
in the body. 

Verse(s) d. God puts spiritual leaders and members in the body 
where He wants them to function. 

Verse(s) e. The body is not complete without all of the spiritual leaders 
and members God has given the body. working where He 
has placed them. 

Verse(s) f. Members of the body need every other member of the body. 

Verse(s) g. The body should be united as one, not divided. 

Verse(s) h. Members of the body should be concerned for every member 
of the body. 

Verse(s) i. Spiritual leaders and members of the body have different 


assignments from God for the good of the whole body. 


You may have identified fewer verses or different verses, but here are some possible 
answers: a, verse 11; b, verses 12-14; c, verses 15-17; d, verse 18; e, verses 17-20; f, verses 
21-24; g, verse 25; h, verses 25-26; i, verses 28-30. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- 
ment or Scripture you read today? 
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Reword the statement or Scripture 
into a prayer of response to God. 


What does God want you to do 
in response to today’s study? 


UNIT 10 


THE BODY OF CHRIST, 
PART 2 oe 


When I was a pastor, a woman in my church approached me and said she wanted to 


lead the church’s hospital-visitation ministry. I soon discovered that despite her enthu- | understand the 
siasm, God had not equipped her for that ministry! When I stopped by the hospital, will of God for my 
I discovered church members weeping because this misguided woman had visited church when I listen 
them! She invariably told the sick church member that she knew someone else who to the whole body 
previously had the same illness—and that person had died! express what they 
I had to gently take this sincere woman aside and tell her that the Holy Spirit are experiencing in 
had clearly not equipped her for a hospital ministry. However, I said, I had noticed that the life of that body. 


God always seemed to answer when she prayed. I asked her if she would be willing to 
serve as an intercessor. She agreed. I gave her a long list of names of people who were 
not Christians to whom our church was ministering and asked her to pray for them. 
Soon we regularly began to see those people coming to faith in Christ. The church 
and I grew to depend on her for prayer about every major need in the church. Even 
after I left that church, I continued to call and ask her to lift me up in prayer. God 
had uniquely equipped this woman for a special ministry in her church body, but she 
needed her pastor to help her find where that place was. 

Paul wrote to the Corinthian church, a local body of believers, “You are the body 
of Christ, and individual members of it” (1 Cor. 12:27). Just as your physical body 
needs every part in order to experience a normal and healthy life, the church depends 
on every member in order to live a normal, healthy church life. No member can say of 
any other member, “I don’t need you.” Apart from the other members of the church 
(the body) you will not be able to experience the fullness of life God intends for you. 
When one member is missing or is not functioning as God designed, the rest of the 
body will miss the fullness of life God provides for the church. 

God places members in the body as it pleases Him. If He makes a person an “eye,” 
the Holy Spirit will equip him to see. If God makes a person an “ear,” the Holy Spirit 
will equip her to hear. If He makes a person a “hand,” the Holy Spirit will equip him 
to function as a hand. In New Testament Scriptures describing the body of Christ, the 
Holy Spirit’s work enables people to function in the assignment where God puts them 
in the body. Not every member is an apostle, a prophet, a teacher, and so forth, but 
each one has a God-given assignment. Each one serves where God puts him or her in 
the body so the whole body works together as it should. 


AL On the following page are some statements church members might 
make. They may reflect an incorrect view of the church as the body of 
Christ. If you heard a member of your church make the statement on 
the left, which biblical principle on the right could you use to help the 
person understand how God intends for the church to function? You 
may list more than one principle that may apply. Write the number 
of the principle beside each statement on the left. If you agree with a 
statement, write agree beside it. If you have serious questions about any 
of the statements, write your questions in the margin for discussion in 
your small group session. 
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_ Statements — 


a. “I think we should clean up our 
church’s rolls and get rid of the names 
of people who don’t attend anymore.” 

_____ b. “Bill got himself into trouble by 
breaking the law. It serves him right 
to spend time in jail.” 

c. “I think I should be elected as the 
chairman of the deacons. After all, 

I have been a member of 
this church for 25 years.” 
—— d. “If I can’t be a Sunday School teacher, 
[ll quit coming to this church.” 
___e. “I don’t care that the rest of the church 
thinks God is leading them to ask me 
to serve in that role. I have never been 
a „and I know I couldn’t 
do it. I don’t have the necessary skills.” 
—— f.“If those 10 families can’t agree with 
the majority, that’s tough. In this 
church the majority rules. If they 
don’t like what we are doing, they 
can go somewhere else.” 

—— g. “Because God told me what His will is 


for this church, you should listen to me. 


Anyone who doesn’t agree with me is 
unspiritual and outside God’s will.” 


Principles 


1.The Spirit decides whom 
to give assignments and 
enables members to ac- 
complish His work. 

2. The body is a single unit 
made up of many parts. 

3. Members of the body do 
not determine their roles 
in the body. 

4. God puts members in the 
body where He wants 
them to be. 

. The body is not complete 
without all the members 
God has given the body. 

. Members of the body 
need every other member 
of the body. 

7.The body should be 
united as one, not divided. 

8. Members of the body 
should have equal con- 
cern for one another. 

9. Members of the body 
have different assignments 
from God for the good of 
the whole body. 


vi 
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I believe each of these statements may reflect an incorrect understanding of the church 
as the body of Christ. Some of the principles I would use are a—5, 6; b-8; c—3, 4; d—1, 3; 


e-1; f-7; g-2, 5, 6. Anytime you evaluate the way a church body functions, you should 
keep at least three concerns in mind: 


God’s Concerns for the Body of Christ 

1. Jesus is the Head of the body. The body ought to be Christ-centered. 

2. God wants the body to maintain unity and oneness of heart. 

3. Love like that described in 1 Corinthians 13 should prevail in the church. 
Members of the body ought to love one another as they love themselves. 
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> In the list of three concerns above, circle one or two key words in 


= each that might help you remember them. As you read the following 


responses, underline statements that will help you function correctly 
in the body of Christ. If you have questions or concerns, write them 
in the margin for discussion in your small group session. 


Statement a. “I think we should clean up our church’s rolls and get rid of the names 
of people who don’t attend anymore.” The first question this church needs to ask is, 
Are these people members of the body of Christ—are they Christians? If God added 
them to your body because that is where He wanted them (see 1 Cor. 12:18), do 
you have a right to delete them? A church needs all the members God has given the 
body (principles 5 and 6). This church should pray and ask God to show them how to 
reclaim these wayward members into active fellowship. 

Statement b.“Bill got himself into trouble by breaking the law. It serves him right 
that he has to spend time in jail”? When one member suffers, everyone feels the pain 
(see 1 Cor. 12:26), even if the suffering is the consequence of sin. Members of Christ’s 
body are commanded to love one another. Read 1 Corinthians 13 to see how love 
would respond in the body. Show concern for all members of the body (principle 8). 


Are you remembering to underline statements that will help you 
function rightly in the body of Christ? Be sure to do so. 


Statement c.“I think I should be elected as the chairman of the deacons. After all, I have 
been a member of this church for 25 years.” This could be a self-centered desire. We serve 
in the church by God’s assignment (principles 3 and 4). We do not choose our own 
function. If God intends for you to serve in a particular capacity, the Head, Jesus Christ, 
can bring the rest of the body to recognize that. Will you trust Him to do that through 
your church? 

Statement d.“If I can’t be a Sunday School teacher, l'Il quit coming to this church.” 
Church members need to be sensitive to what others sense God may be leading them 
to do. Principles 1 and 3 focus attention on the fact that God is the One to decide 
where someone functions in the body. Trust Him to let the body know. A nominating 
committee for church-leadership positions must prayerfully discern God’s will. Both 
the individual and the church must carefully seek God’s will and trust Him to make 
His will clear. 

Statement e.“I don’t care that the rest of the body thinks God is leading them to 
ask me to serve in that role. I have never been a ,and I know Į couldn't 
do it. I don’t have the necessary skills.” One problem we face in the body is that we 
seldom see God at work. We just see people. I try to see God at work in His people. 
Principle 1 points out that the Holy Spirit enables people to carry out any assignment 
God gives them. Just because you have never done something before or because you 
don’t think you have the skills does not necessarily mean God is not giving you that 
assignment. Moses gave some objections like this one when God was calling him at 
the burning bush. Take very seriously what the body believes to be God's will. Talk to 
the Lord about what the body senses about you and trust God to guide you correctly. 

Be willing to respond as to the Lord. Serve with all your heart as to the Lord. 
That assignment in your church could become an exciting place of God's activity. 
Don't do it just to fill a job. Do it because your Lord has led you to. 

Can teaching unruly teenage boys become a special assignment from God? 
Shortly after I began teaching teenage boys at a church in California, 23 leather-jack- 
eted teenagers walked into the church at the end of an evening service. None of them 
were Christians. God had put me in the midst of a group of hurting young people. 
Within three months 22 of the 23 teenagers had come to saving faith in Christ. Their 
changed lives broke up a gang called the Untouchables, and the crime rate dramatically 
dropped in the low-rent housing area where they lived. God can take your service in 
any part of the church body to impact your congregation and your world for Him. 


UNIT 1 


a> 


A church needs 


(0) 


all the members 


God has given 
the body. 


A> 
God decides 


where someone 


should function 
in the body. 
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John 17:20-21 


“| pray ... they all be one, as 
you, Father, are in me and | 
am in you. May they also be 
in us, so that the world may 
believe you sent me.” 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


Jesus is the Head of the body. 
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God can display Himself anywhere in your church you are willing to let Him 
place you. Ask God to fill that ministry in the life of the church with His presence. You 
could become the catalyst to turn your church completely upside down. 


In statements a-e, review the things you underlined that might help 
you function more effectively in the body of Christ. Which one strikes 
you as the most important for your life right now? 


Statement f. “If those 10 families can’t agree with the majority, that’s tough. In this 
church the majority rules. If they don’t like what we are doing, they can go some- 
where else.” The church functions by the rule of the Head—Jesus Christ. We often 
settle for majority rule because we don’t want to wait until the Head has time to 
convince the body of His will. If we are willing to sacrifice the unity of the body so 
the majority can have its way, we are not taking 1 Corinthians 12:25 (principle 7) 
seriously. Didn’t Jesus pray for the unity of the church in John 17 so the world would 
believe in Him? We ought to have a similar burden for unity. Give Jesus—the Head— 
time to do the convincing. When He has brought the body to an understanding of His 
will, His timing will be perfect for you to proceed! Each member is precious to God. 
In God’s kingdom, how you do something is as important as what you do. 

Statement g. “Because God told me what His will is for this church, you should 
listen to me. Anyone who doesn’t agree with me is unspiritual and outside God’s will.” 
Principles 2,5, and 6 apply here. When the eye begins to see, the eye has a tendency to 
say, “Hand, why don’t you see what I see? You're not spiritual.” Then the hand says, “I 
can’t see because I’m a hand.” The eye has forgotten that the body is not one part but 
many (see 1 Cor. 12:14).The Spirit of God manifests Himself to every person. Why? 
For the common good. When the eye sees, it is not for the eye alone. His sight is for 
the body. Sight is not for the eye’s sake so he can say, “I thank God I have the gift of 
seeing. I wish all the rest of you did too.” Sight is for the body’s sake. All of the other 
members depend on the eye to tell them what it sees. As I illustrated with the parable of 
the train tracks in day 1, the eye will seldom get the whole picture of what God has for 
a church. The body needs everyone to express what he or she senses. When the church 
puts together what each member senses, the body comes to know God’s will. No one 
individual can fully know all of God’s will for a church. Leaders understand God’s will 
for the church when they listen to the whole body express what it is experiencing in 
the life of that body. 

I may come with a sincere heart and share what I sense God is saying through me 
as the pastor, but I never assume I know all God has for the church. I share and then 
listen to what the rest of the body says. Often I find that the blending of what God is 
saying through me and what He is communicating through someone else is God’s will. 
Neither one of us knew the whole will of God. At other times I share and realize the 
Lord wants us to begin making some adjustments, but the timing is not right to start 
the work now. When God brings the body to unity, we know the timing is right. What 
I sense God wants us to do may not be wrong; it is just not complete. I need to hear 
what the other members are saying in order to understand fully what God is saying to me. 


UNIT 10 


Review your underlining in the preceding material. As the questions Godlike love ought to prevail 
apply to you, respond to the following. in the body. 
a. What part of the body might describe your pastoral staff (remembering that 

Christ is the head)? God decides where | ought 


to function in the body. 
b. What is one thing you think God would like to change in the way your 
church functions as a body? | understand God's will for 
my church when | listen to 
the whole body express what 
c. What is one thing you think God wants you to do differently as you relate it is experiencing in the life 
to other members of the body of Christ—your church? of that body. 


Each member is precious to God. — 
6 Practice quoting or writing your Scripture memory verses. 
Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 


wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


LIFE IN THE BODY 


I was speaking at a church’s morning and evening services. That morning during 
the altar call, a young girl came to the altar and prayed. No one from the congrega- 


tion joined her, so I came to stand beside her and discovered she was praying for her Right relationships 
nine-year-old friend to become a Christian. At the close of the evening service, I saw with God are far 
this same girl walking down the aisle with another girl. Sure enough, her friend was more important than 
declaring her decision to become a Christian. At the close of the service, the pastor buildings, budgets, 
began to do what the church always did by asking the congregation to formally vote programs, methods, 
to receive the new convert into membership. I interrupted him and said, “Pastor, you church personnel, size, 
are hiding the activity of God from the people!” I recounted to the congregation or anything else. 


how God had spoken to that young girl during the morning service and how she had 
cried out to God for the salvation of her friend. Now, only a few hours later, we were 
witnessing the miracle of someone’s eternal salvation, and the church was responding 
by merely calling for a vote of membership. That dear pastor wept before his people 
as he realized the church had been practicing religion but had not been watching for 
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God’s activity among its members. God was actively and powerfully at work in this 
young girl’s life. As that church learned to recognize God’s activity in the life of each 
member, an entirely new, exciting dynamic was created in the church. 

As you and your church allow God to teach you how to effectively live as a 
body, you will see love and unity spring forth that you may not have experienced 
before. Effective body life begins when each individual is rightly related to God in an 
intimate love relationship. It continues as all members become rightly related to Jesus 
Christ as the Head of the church. Right relationships with God are far more impor- 
tant than buildings, budgets, programs, methods, church personnel, or size. 

The Scriptures teach a church body how to be rightly related to one another. 


@ raa each of the following Scriptures. Under each one write a brief 
statement or summary of God’s will for relationships in the church 
body. You may want to look these up in your Bible to see the context 
for the verses. 

a. “Welcome anyone who is weak in faith, but don’t argue about disputed matters. 
Each of us will give an account of himself to God. Therefore, let us no longer 
judge one another. Instead decide never to put a stumbling block or pitfall in 
the way of your brother or sister.’ (Rom. 14:1,12-13). 

God’s will: 


b.“No one is to seek his own good, but the good of others.” (1 Cor. 10:24). 
God's will: 


c. “Therefore, putting away lying, speak the truth, each one to his neighbor, 
because we are members of one another” (Eph. 4:25). 
God’s will: 


d. “No foul language should come from your mouth, but only what is good 
for building up someone in need, so that it gives grace to those who hear’ 
(Eph. 4:29). 

God’s will: 


? 


e. “Let all bitterness, anger and wrath, shouting and slander be removed from 
you, along with all malice. And be kind and compassionate to one another, 
forgiving one another, just as God also forgave you” (Eph. 4:31-32). 

God’s will: 


f.““Speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing and 
making music with your heart to the Lord, giving thanks always for every- 
thing to God the Father” (Eph. 5:19-20). 
God's will: 


g. “Submitting to one another in the fear of Christ” (Eph. 5:21). 
God’s will: 


h. “Bearing with one another and forgiving one another if anyone has a griev- 
ance against another. As the Lord has forgiven you, so you are also to forgive. 
Above all, put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity” (Col. 3:13-14). 
God's will: 


As you read the New Testament, you will find many instructions that speak specifi- 
cally to the way God’s people ought to relate to one another. Healthy guidelines are 
not in the Bible just for you to study, memorize, discuss, or debate. They are written 
so you can know how to experience abundant life in Christ. When you have doubts 
about how to apply a Scripture, take your concern to the Lord. His Spirit can help 
you understand spiritual truth. Here are some of my summary statements for activity 1. 
. Be patient and accepting of those whose faith is weak or those who 

are immature. 

Don’t be quick to judge others in matters that are disputable. 

Don't be selfish. Seek the good of others even at your own expense. 

Be absolutely truthful in all you say. 
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. Don't be critical and tear people down with your speech. Don’t focus your 
conversation on unwholesome subjects. 

Be an encourager. Build people up. Keep their needs in mind as you speak. 

. Forgive one another as Christ forgave you. Don’t let a root of bitterness remain 


So 


between you and another. 
. Get rid of anger, arguments, and slander. Don’t intentionally try to hurt another 
person (physically, emotionally, or spiritually). 
9. Encourage one another in your joint worship of God. Make music together. 
10. Die to self daily and submit to one another. Do this in reverence for Christ, 
who submitted Himself to death on the cross for you. 
11. Be patient with one another, even when you have been mistreated or offended. 


* CO 


Forgive even the worst offenses as God does. 
12. Love one another. 


This unit is not long enough for me to share all I want to express. You may finish 
today’s lesson and say, “I wish Henry had told me what to do in this circumstance. 
I have some good news for you! You don’t need for me to do that. The God who led 
my church to function as the body of Christ is also present in your church. Christ 
alone is the Head of your church. You don’t need a method from me; you need 
instructions that are especially customized for your church from its Head. He will take 


the Scriptures and guide you to live in a way that will honor and please Him. 
Let me take the remaining space to share about a few subjects the Lord may want 
to use in your life or your church. 


A COVENANT RELATIONSHIP 


1 Corinthians 12:7,18 tells us God adds members to the body as it pleases Him for 
the common good of the whole body. When God added a member to our body, we 
rejoiced and immediately began talking about what being the body of Christ meant. As 
the pastor I led the congregation to establish a covenant relationship with the person. 
(A covenant is a sacred pledge or agreement.) Though I varied the process depending 
on the individual's experience, the covenant making usually went something like this. 
I asked the people desiring membership to briefly share their personal testimonies. 
Then I asked them to respond to the following. 
e Do you affirm before this congregation that Jesus Christ is your Savior and Lord? 
e Have you obediently followed the Lord in believer’s baptism? (Or do you 
desire to follow the Lord in believer’s baptism?) 
* Do you clearly believe God is adding you to this body of Christ? (Or tell 
us how you have come to sense God is adding you to this body.) 
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Then I said, “God is adding you to our church for a reason. He wants to do something 
through your life to help us become all He wants us to become.” 
* Will you allow God to work through you to make this body more complete? 
* Will you open your life to allow this body to minister to you and help you grow 
into all God wants you to become? 


After the person answered these questions, I turned to the congregation and asked: 
e From the testimony you have heard, do you believe God is adding this person 
to our body? 
e Would you allow God to work in your life through him or her? 
* Would you allow God to work through each of you to help this person become 
all God has purposed for him or her? 


Then I reminded the church, “None of us knows what this person may go through in 
the days to come. God may have added him to our body because He knew he was going 
to need our ministry. Will you covenant with this person to let God use you to help him 
become all God wants him to be? If you will so pledge yourself, please stand and let’s 
thank God for adding this person to our body. Because God added this person to our 
church, we will be better equipped to respond to what God asks us to do next.” 

We took this covenant relationship seriously. Once a young woman asked me to 
remove her name from our membership roll because she had joined a cult. I told her, 
“We cannot do that. We entered a sacred covenant agreement with you. We believe 
you are making a mistake in this decision. Though you have broken your part of the 
covenant, we are committed to keep our covenant with you. Our church family will 
continue to love and pray for you. Whenever you need us, we will be here for you.” 

A few months later she came back, having realized that she had been deceived. 
She said, “Thank you for continuing to love me. Thank you for not giving up on me.” 
That’s what the body of Christ is all about. The body cares for each member of the 
body so that together all members become more complete in love and in Christ. 


Read 1 Corinthians 12 once more. Ask God to speak to you about 
your church and how it can better function as the body of Christ. Ask 
Him to speak to you about your relationship to the body of Christ. 
Record anything you sense God is saying to you through His Word. 


For my church: 
For me: 


If you want to continue letting God speak through His Word, read 
Romans 12 again and ask God to speak to you about how you and 
your church can function as the body of Christ should. On a separate 
sheet of paper record what you sense God is saying to you. 


GOD BUILDS THE BODY 
TO MATCH THE ASSIGNMENT 


If you wanted to be a weightlifter, you would train your body so it could lift weights 
effectively. If you wanted to be a sprinter, you would train your body differently. When 
you want to do a job well, you train your body to match the assignment. 


When God builds a local church as the body of Christ, He adds members to the 
body and equips them to match the assignment He has for that body. He builds a local 
church body in a way that enables it to respond to His activity. Then God accom- 
plishes His purposes through it. 

Let me illustrate. In the early days in Saskatoon, our church had about 15 or 20 
members. We sensed God wanted to use us to start churches in towns and villages all 
across Canada. As we prayed about this, we sensed God wanted to work through us to 
reach students on the university campus. We came to believe that if we would be faith- 
ful to witness on that campus, God would save many students. If we would then involve 
them in the life of the church, we believed God would call many of them to be pastors, 
church leaders, and missionaries who would dramatically impact our nation for Christ. 

We had two major problems: we didn’t have a single college student, and we 
didn’t know how to reach students on a university campus. But we had an assignment. 
We began to pray and watch to see what God would do to help us become the kind 
of church that could fulfill that assignment to the campus. The first persons I baptized 
were a professor at the university and his daughter. Then God began to bring other 
students into the church, and the body began to grow. 

God led us to Robert Cannon, an experienced college minister at a university in 
Texas. He sensed God was calling him to join us in Canada to work with students, 
but we had no money to move him or pay him. Yet Robert came, and God provided. 
When Robert arrived, I said, “Robert, you are here to equip the body so the body can 
fulfill its ministry of reaching students for Christ on the campus. The assignment for 
campus ministry has been given to our church.” 


Read Ephesians 4:11-13 in the margin. Do you follow what we were 
doing? Who had the assignment to reach the campus for Christ? 
Circle one: Robert Cannon our church 


Q where did the assignment come from? 


What was Robert’s primary job? Check one. 

Q) Start a Christian-student organization on campus. 

U Witness door to door in the dorm. 

Ü Equip the body to carry out its ministry to the campus. 


The assignment came from God to the church. God added Robert to our body to 
equip it to carry out its ministry to the campus. Robert helped our intercessors know 
how to pray for the campus. He encouraged those with the gift of hospitality to link 
with students who needed a home away from home. He equipped others to witness. 
He helped the church know how to minister to the needs of the campus. 

At least 50 students went on to seminaries to train for ministry. Many are now 
serving in churches. God built the body, gave it an assignment, and equipped it so He 
could accomplish His will through the members. The church was faithful, and God 
did what He told us He would do. 

Because I know God builds the body to match the assignment, I pay close atten- 
tion to the people He adds to it. Sometimes that indicates an assignment God is 
preparing us for. Over a short period of time, several persons in the medical profession 
joined our church, so we began praying to learn why God had added them to our 
congregation. When God assigned us to reach Native Americans on reservations, this 
group felt led to be part of that work. They went to the reservations and provided a 
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Ephesians 4:11-13 


be apostles, some prophets 
some evangelists, some 
pastors and teachers, to 
equip the saints for the wor 
of ministry, to build up the 
body of Christ, until we all 
reach unity in the faith and 
in the knowledge of God's 
Son, growing into maturity 
with a stature measured by 
Christ's fullness.” 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


“And he himself gave some to 


’ 


k 


Right relationships with God 
are far more important than 
buildings, budgets, programs, 


methods, church personnel, 
size, or anything else. 


EXPERIENCING GOD 


God builds the body to 
match the assignment. 


equips itto cary out its 


| will pay close attention 
to the people God adds 
to my church. 


wide variety of free medical help. While people waited in line to receive help, other 
members of the church talked to them and witnessed. The medical clinic opened 
doors for us to start Bible studies, lead people to the Lord, and start churches with the 
native Indians. Pay attention to the people God adds to your church. 


Think about the people in your congregation. Pray now and ask God 
to guide you and others in your church to identify the assignments 
He has prepared you for. 


Have any ideas come to your mind as you have prayed? 
Write them below. 


Continue praying for God’s guidance. If the ideas grow into a burden, share with other 
members of the body what you are thinking and feeling. Their responses may help you 
understand what God wants to do in your midst. 


(9) Review your Scripture memory verses. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 
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Enriched Fellowship and Fullness of Joy 


When | wrote Experiencing God, | did not intend it to be a theological treatise or an exhaus- 
tive book on the Christian life. | was simply trying to share what God had taught me through 
Scripture and as | walked with Him and His people for many years. The result of sharing these 
truths with others has been incredible. It has led to opportunities for me to speak in 115 coun- 
tries. It has allowed me to share God’s truths in churches of every size and denomination. It 
has brought invitations to speak a word for God at the White House and the United Nations. 
It has resulted in a ministry to Christian CEOs of many of America’s largest companies. Most 
significantly for me, it has resulted in the testimonies of countless people who have shared that 
through this course they learned to experience God for themselves for the first time. What a joy for 
me to know that as God walked with an ordinary person like me, He would do so much to encour- 
age God’s people around the world. Don’t settle for less than all God intends to do through your 
life and your church as He walks with you. 
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UNIT 10 


GOD'S WILL AND THE CHURCH 


VIDEO TEACHING NOTES 


1.The more individualistic we become as Christians, the less we understand God’s 
vision for the church. 

2.The church is a place where we can tangibly experience the love of God. 

3. In a divided world, one of the best testimonies we can have is a sense of unified 
diversity displaying to the world who Jesus is. 

4. God designed us to be part of the body. There are things we’ll never receive if we 
are not part of it and that others also won't receive unless we are part of the body. 


YOUR NOTES 


UNIT REVIEW 


In your own words, write three concerns God has for the body of Christ 
(p. 214). 
1. 


Write your response to the following. 
1.Why do you think God has added you to your present church body? 


2.What do you do in your church that most effectively helps build up the body 
of Christ? 


Check your answers, using the pages cited in parentheses. The last two questions ask for your own viewpoint. 


Scriptures 
Referenced 


John 7:37-39 
Colossians 1:18 
1 Corinthians 12:12-31 


Sharing Time 


e What you sense God 
is saying about the 
way our church makes 
decisions (activity 10, 
p. 209) 

e Last two questions in 
the review at left 

* Things that might help 
you function more 
effectively in the body 
(activity 4, p. 216) 

* Activity 5, page 217 

e Instructions from 
Romans 12 and 1 
Corinthians 12 for 
your church and for 
you (activity le, p. 210, 
and activity 2, p. 220) 

e One of the most 
meaningful statements 
or Scriptures from this 
unit and your prayer 
response to God (pp. 
204, 209, 212, 217, 
and 222). 


Streamable session 
videos are included 
with the purchase price 
of this book. Look for 
your access code on the 
insert attached in the 
back of this book. 
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VERSE TO MEMORIZE 


KINGDOM PEOPLE 


A World-Missions Strategy Center 


Gary Hillyard was the pastor of Beverly Park Church in Seattle, Washington. Church atten- 
dance ran about 110 on Sundays. Forty church members took training to learn to pray, and 
eight committed themselves to pray daily for God to show them how He wanted to grow 
their church. Nineteen members began to study Experiencing God. 

When immigrants from the Ukraine began attending Beverly Park, members joined 
God in what He was doing. One day a new family arrived, and the man asked Gary if the 
church would like to have his father’s house in Lugansk, a city of 650,000. Gary called me to 
ask to whom they should give the house. I responded that this sounded like God’s invitation 
for the church to get involved in world missions. 

Though behind in its budget, Beverly Park voted to accept the house, and members 
began praying. Within weeks Don English called Gary. “Do you remember our prayer time 
seven years ago [before the fall of Communism] when I sensed God would one day call me as 
a missionary to the Soviet Union? Well, God has told me that now is the time to go.” 

Gary replied, “I have good news for you. We have your house, and it’s in Lugansk, Ukraine.” 
Beverly Park voted to call Don and his family to be its missionaries. But Gary called me again 
and said the church had only $21 in the bank. “Now what do we do?” he asked. 

I suggested they clarify that this was indeed the Lord’s leading. Then they needed to trust 
the Lord to provide for what He had called them to do. And I said, “Don’t hesitate to allow 
God's people to give.” They spent their Sunday-evening service in prayer for God’s provision. 
Following the prayer time, they had $2,400 on the front pew, including two pledges for $1,000 
and $500. By the end of the week, they had $4,000 to send Don and his family to Lugansk. 

Once there, Don received invitations to lead Bible studies in homes, at the elementary 

* and high schools, for university faculty, and even for five hundred people at the medical center. 
When the government heard about Don, they asked to have a ceremony to thank America for 
their city library, which had been partially funded by the Marshal Plan following World War II. 
Don agreed. The national television station that broadcast the ceremony asked Don to say a few 
words. Less than two months into his work, Don was on national television telling the Ukraine 
about Jesus. Later he was invited to speak to the parliament. 

Don also worked with the local churches to hold evangelistic meetings, and between 
four hundred and five hundred people were saved in a week. They wanted to distribute 
Bibles in the Lugansk region, so Don called his home church to request prayer. One hour 
after Beverly Park’s prayer meeting, a church in Texas called and said it wanted to buy Bibles 
for the Ukraine. The government asked for food and medical supplies for the elderly, handi- 
capped, and children in the city. Again Don called his home church.The next day Bob Dixon 
called from Texas Baptist Men. They had been asked by the State Department to oversee the 
distribution of food in the former Soviet republics. He had three 40-foot shipping containers 
of food that could be sent immediately. 

Workers also started a Bible college, provided medical equipment, planted churches, 
and worked with orphans. In one conversation Gary wept as he explained how their 
church at one time had struggled to pay the electric bill. But now significant financial and 
personnel resources were being funneled through that little church to touch the world. 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


Te THE WORLD ~ 


When you respond to God’s invitation to a close love relationship with Him, He 


You cannot be in brings you into a special partnership with Himself. God has added you to a local body 
relationship with Jesus of believers. Together you are the body of Christ in your community. As the Head of 
and not be on mission. your church, Christ Himself is guiding and working through your congregation to 


accomplish the will of the Father. 

The Spirit who bonds you to other believers in a local church also connects 
you to all believers around the world. God’s people from every local body of Christ 
are part of God’s kingdom. Christians are kingdom people, and Christ Himself is 
the eternal King over His kingdom. He “made us a kingdom, priests to his God 
and Father” (Rev. 1:6). In this relationship with Christ as King, you become 
involved in His missiori to reconcile a lost world to God. To be related to Christ 
John 20:21 is to be on mission with Him. You cannot be in relationship with Jesus and not be 


“As the Father has sent me, on mission. Jesus said, “As the Father has sent me, I also send you” (John 20:21). 
| also send you.” 


GOD HAS THE WORLD ON HIS HEART! 


“God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). God fashioned 
Christ’s first body by the Holy Spirit and placed Him in Mary. Christ became flesh 
and dwelled among us (see John 1:14). Jesus provided for our salvation through His 
death and resurrection. When Jesus returned to heaven, God fashioned a new body of 
Christ through the Holy Spirit. This body is the believers God has added to the church. 
Jesus now functions as the Head of His body, the local church, to guide it in carry- 
ing out the will of the Father. God established each church as a body of Christ so He 
could continue His redemptive work in the world. When Christ functions as the Head 
of His church, God will use that body to carry out His will in every part of the earth. 


& Reflect on the following questions. Check yes or no for each. 
a. Did Christ know the Father’s will while He was on earth? MYes No 
b. Did Christ ever misunderstand the Father’s purposes? “Yes [I No 
c. Did Christ ever fail to do the Father’s will? Yes UO No 
d. If Christ is allowed to function as the Head of a local congregation, will He 
ever misunderstand what the Father wants to achieve through that body of 
believers? LYes No 
<> e. Can Christ reveal to the members of His body how they are to be involved 
in the Father’s purposes? Yes M No 
Every 
; i A church is a living organism, a body with Christ as its Head. Each part of that body is 
congregation 5 related to Christ ket to one another. Anytime God guides His people, He can impact a 
a world-missions world through that congregation.Jesus gave His disciplesa commission to“go ... and make 
disciples of all nations” (Matt. 28:19). As they obey that command, every congregation 
strategy center. becomes a world-missions strategy center. God can impact the world through one church 
if it adjusts itself to His activity. 
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IMPACTING THE WORLD 


6B Read the account of Philip and the Ethiopian in Acts 8:26-39. 
Then answer the following questions. 
a. Who guided Philip to become involved in what God was going to do 
in the Ethiopian’s life (vv. 26,29)? 


b. At the beginning, how much information did Philip have about what 
to do (v. 26)? 
c. When Philip saw the Ethiopian, he was watching to see what the Father 


was doing. What do you think he saw of God’s activity (vv. 27-28)? 


d. What did the Spirit tell Philip to do next (v. 29)? 


oO 


. How did Philip find out what God was doing in this man’s life (v. 30)? 


f. What did God do in the Ethiopian’s life through Philip (vv. 35-39)? 


g. Based on what we know of the Ethiopian (v. 27), what impact do you think 
this encounter could have had on the spread of the gospel? 


Aniswers: a. An angel of the Lord—the Spirit—guided Philip. b. He knew only that he was 
to travel south on the road from Jerusalem to Gaza. c. He saw a God-fearing man who 
had been to Jerusalem to worship. Because the Ethiopian was reading from Isaiah, Philip 


recognized that a man was seeking God, a man who was interested in spiritual matters. 


Philip knew that only God could draw a person to Himself like that. d. The Spirit told 
Philip to approach the chariot. From there Philip could find out what he needed to do 
to join in God’ activity. e. Philip asked a probing question. f. God used Philip to tell the 
good news about Jesus Christ. The Ethiopian believed the gospel message, was saved, and 
was baptized. g. God had a plan for getting the gospel message to Ethiopia. He chose a 
key leader in the government and used Philip to lead him to Christ. God used Philip’s 
obedience on a single day to carry the gospel to a strategic kingdom in Africa. 

One Sunday while preaching in a church in Florida, I spoke about the woman 
at the well in John 4:1-41. I stated that when the woman faithfully shared with her 
countrymen what Christ had done in her life, she saw her entire region come to faith 
in Christ. Then I asked, “Who will be the woman at the well for those places who still 
do not know Jesus?” The altar call elicited a tremendous response as many people wept 
in prayer. One man approached me and said, “God told me I am to be the woman at 
the well for my people in Pakistan. A woman approached and said,“God told me I am 
to be the woman at the well for my country, Ghana.” People from all over the world 
lined up to tell me God had convicted them that they were to return to their native 
countries to share with their people what Christ had done in their lives. 
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Acts 8:26-39 


2 “An angel of the Lord spoke 
to Philip: ‘Get up and go south 
to the road that goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This 
is the desert road.) 7 So he got 
up and went. There was an 
Ethiopian man, a eunuch and 
high official of Candace, queen 
of the Ethiopians, who was in 
charge of her entire treasury. 
He had come to worship in 
Jerusalem “8 and was sitting in 
his chariot on his way home, 
reading the prophet Isaiah 
aloud. “The Spirit told Philip, 
‘Go and join that chariot.’ 
30When Philip ran up-to 
it, he heard him reading the 
prophet Isaiah, and said, ‘Do 
you understand what you're 
reading?’ 

31“ ‘How can |,’ he said, 
‘unless someone guides me?’ 
So he invited Philip to come up 
and sit with him. 

32 Now the Scripture 
passage he was reading was 
this: ‘He was led like a sheep 
to the slaughter, and as a lamb 
is silent before its shearer, so 
he does not open his mouth. 
In his humiliation justice was 
denied him. Who will describe 
his generation? For his life is 
taken from the earth.’ 

% The eunuch said to Philip, 
‘| ask you, who is the prophet 
saying this about—himself 
or someone else?’ * Philip 
proceeded to tell him the good 
news about Jesus, beginning 
with that Scripture. 

3 As they were traveling 
down the road, they came to 
some water. The eunuch said, 
‘Look, there’s water. What would 
keep me from being baptized?’ 
38 So he ordered the chariot to 
stop, and both Philip and the 
eunuch went down into the 
water, and he baptized him. 
39When they came up out of 
the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
carried Philip away, and the 
eunuch did not see him any 
longer but went on his way 
rejoicing.” 


227 


EXPERIENCING GOD 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


| am a Kingdom person, 
and Christ is my King. 


Every congregation is a 
world-missions strategy 
center. 
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The pastor of the church was weeping. God had brought the world into his 
church, but his church had not necessarily had the world on its heart. Too often a 
church receives new members who are from other countries and merely adds them 
to its membership roll without asking God why He brought people from around 
the world to join their church body. God intends for every local church to be a 
world-missions strategy center. God will equip each church to carry out the Great 
Commission if it will be a careful steward of every person God sends to it. 


Think about your community. How could God use a person in your 
community to impact world missions? Check persons below or list 
others you think of. 

QJ International students at the local college or university 

International business personnel at local companies 

(J Tourists from foreign countries 


(J International seamen on ships in port 

M Immigrants with contacts in their native countries 

T Local individuals who do business internationally 

T Christian youth and college students whom God might call to be missionaries 

T Laypersons who would be willing to serve as volunteers in short-term 
international mission projects (evangelism, medical and health care, disaster 
relief, agriculture, teaching English) 

Others: 


Pray and ask God if He wants you to become involved in some way 
with one of these groups. 


When you adjust your life to God and become a Kingdom-oriented person, He will 
involve you in His work anywhere in the world He chooses. He is at work all over the 
world building His kingdom. 

I was speaking at a conference in Minneapolis-Saint Paul about participating 
with God to touch a world. A pastor from an inner-city church said, “That’s how 
God told me to function as a pastor! We began to look for what God was doing. 
Someone from Jamaica joined our church and asked, ‘Would you come and preach 
in our country. We need the Lord so much.’ I took some people with me, and we 
started three churches. The next month God added to our church someone from 
another Caribbean nation. We went there and started churches. Now we spon- 
sor mission churches in three Caribbean nations.’ Then he smiled and said, “Last 
Sunday we had a man join our church from Ghana in west Africa. I don’t know 
what God is up to, but we’re ready to see!” 

This congregation discovered they were Kingdom citizens. To experience God 
and to know and do God’s will is to put your life alongside His activity and to let His 
Spirit show you why that happened in your church. Adjust your life to Him and let 
Him work through you to draw a world to Himself. 

Isn't it tragic when we become so self-centered we enter God’s presence and say, 
“O God, bless me. Bless my family. Bless my church”? 

Then God says, “I’ve been trying to do that all along but in a completely different 
way than you anticipated. I want you to deny self. Pick up your cross and follow Me. 
I will lead you to places where I am working, and I'll include you in My activity. You 
will be an instrument in My hand so I use your life to touch a world. When I do that 
through you, you will truly experience My blessings.” 
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UNIT 11 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


-KOINONIA — 


In the mind and teaching of Jesus, a church is a vital, living, dynamic fellowship of 
believers. The Greek word koinonia, most frequently translated fellowship, is the best 
way to describe what a church ought to be. In this unit I will use the word koinonia to 
mean the fullest possible partnership and fellowship with God and with other believers. 


Underline in the following paragraph words and phrases that help you 
understand the meaning of koinonia. 


Koinonia, or intimate fellowship, in the church is based on personal koinonia with God 
and individual believers. Koinonia with God comes only from a real, personal encoun- 
ter with the living Christ and surrender to Him as the absolute Lord of your life. This 
is the intimate love relationship we have talked about. God pursues that kind of a 
relationship with you. 


E How would you define koinonia? 


Which of the following words can you use to describe your relation- 
ship with God? Check all that apply. 

Ñ alive Ñ close J cold Q distant M growing W intimate 
{I personal Ll removed Ñ stagnant U1 real (uneasy M vibrant 


4) Read 1 John 1:1-7 below and circle the word fellowship (koinonia) 
each time it occurs. Then answer the questions that follow. 

"What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we 

have seen with our eyes, what we have observed and have touched 

with our hands, concerning the word of life— that life was 

revealed, and we have seen it and we testify and declare to you 


You cannot be in true 
fellowship with God 
and out of fellowship 

with other believers. 
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the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us— 
>What we have seen and heard we also declare to you, so that you may 
also have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the 
Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. *We are writing these things so 
that our joy may be complete. 

5“This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: 
God is light, and there is absolutely no darkness in him. °If we say, “We 
have fellowship with him, and yet we walk in darkness, we are lying 
and are not practicing the truth. . If we walk in the light as he himself 
is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:1-7). 


a. What are some words in verses 1-3 indicating that John had a personal, 
dynamic relationship with Jesus Christ? 


b. Why did John write about what he had seen and heard of Jesus (v. 3)? 


c. What are two benefits to believers because of their fellowship with God 
and one another (vv. 4,7)? 


d. What is indicated when a person says he has fellowship (koinonia) with God, 
but he walks in sin and darkness (v. 6)? 


e. What is true of a person who walks in the light as God is in the light (v. 7)? 


Answers: a. John said he had seen, heard, and touched Jesus. John had an experiential 
knowledge of Jesus. He had come to know Him as the “eternal life” (v. 2). John also 
recorded Jesus’ words “This is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true 
God, and the one you have sent—Jesus Christ” (John 17:3). Eternal life means know- 
ing God by experience in a real, personal way. This is koinonia—fellowship with God. 
b. John proclaimed Jesus so others would believe in Him and have fellowship with 
John and other believers. c. When we fellowship with God and when others come 
into fellowship with Him and with us, our joy is made complete, and we experience 
the cleansing work of Jesus’ blood. d. Such a person is a liar. His or her life is a lie. 
e. If a person walks in the light as God is in the light, he or she has fellowship with 
other believers and experiences forgiveness and the cleansing of sin. 


FELLOWSHIP AMONG BELIEVERS 


Our koinonia as believers is with God and His Son, Jesus Christ. This fellowship is an 
intimate partnership. It is the sharing of all God is with us and all we are with God.To 
me, koinonia is the most complete expression of a love relationship with God. When 
you live in this kind of love relationship with God, you will have the same quality 
of loving fellowship with other believers. 


UNIT 11 


First John clearly states that your relationships with your Christian brothers and 
sisters are an expression of your relationship with God. You cannot be in true fellow- 
ship with God and out of fellowship with other believers. 


Read each of the following Scriptures. Circle the words brother and 
sister. Underline the words love and loves. 

“The one who says he is in the light but hates his brother or sister is in 
the darkness until now. The one who loves his brother or sister remains 
in the light, and there is no cause for stumbling ... But the one who 
hates his brother or sister is in the darkness, walks in the darkness . . ’ 
(1 John 2:9-11). 


, 


“This is how God’s children and the devil’s children become obvious. 
Whoever does not do what is right is not of God, especially the one 
who does not love his brother or sister” (1 John 3:10). 


“We know that we have passed from death to life because we love 
our brothers and sisters. The one who does not love remains in death. 
Everyone who hates his brother or sister is a murderer, and you know 
that no murderer has eternal life residing in him” (1 John 3:14-15). 


“This is how we have come to know love: He laid down his life for 
us. We should also lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. If 
anyone has this world’s goods and sees a fellow believer in need but 
withholds compassion from him—how does God’s love reside in him?” 
(1 John 3:16-17). 


“Let us love one another, because love is from God, and everyone who 
loves has been born of God and knows God. The one who does not 
love does not know God, because God is love” (1 John 4:7-8). 


“If God loved us in this way, we also must love one another. No one has 
ever seen God. If we love one another, God remains in us and his love 
is made complete in us.” (1 John 4:11-12). 


“If anyone says, ‘I love God, yet hates his brother or sister, he is a liar. For 
the person who does not love his brother or sister whom he has seen 
cannot love God whom he has not seen. (1 John 4:20). 


“Everyone who loves the Father also loves the one born of him. This 
is how we know that we love God’s children: when we love God and 
obey his commands” (1 John 5:1-2). 


How is your relationship with God reflected in your relationship 
with your “brother”? 


Q+- you read these verses, what stood out to you? 
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1 Corinthians 13:4-8 


“Love is patient, love is kind. 
Love does not envy, is not 
boastful, is not arrogant, is 
not rude, is not self-seeking, 
is not irritable, and does 
not keep a record of wrongs. 
Love finds no joy in unrigh- 
teousness but rejoices in 
the truth. It bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things. 

Love never ends. But 
as for prophecies, they 
will come to an end; as for 
tongues, they will cease; as 
for knowledge, it will come 
to an end.” 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


Achurch is a vital, living, 
dynamic fellowship 
of believers. 


| cannot be in true 
fellowship with God and 
out of fellowship with 
other believers. 
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Suppose a person claimed to be a Christian and to love Jesus; yet 

he treated his Christian brothers and sisters harshly. He was unkind, 
unforgiving, and argumentative. He publicly ridiculed them or slan- 
dered their name or reputation. He was unwilling to help them when 
they were in need. In light of 1 John, what would you say about this 
person’s relationship with God? Check one or more responses that 
you agree with or write your own response. 

{J Who am I to judge? I must take his word that he is a Christian who loves Jesus. 
“J I would question whether this person really knows and loves God. 

QJ I would think this person has a serious problem in his relationship with God. 
QJ) Other: 


Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 (in the margin) and write in the columns 
below words and phrases that describe what Christian love is and is 
not. I have written one for you. 


Love is ... Love is not... 


If you love God, your love for your fellow Christians will be obvious. You will be 
patient and kind. You will not be envious, boastful, proud, rude, self-seeking, or easily 
angered. You will not hold grudges. You will rejoice in truth and righteousness, not in 
evil. You will protect and trust your Christian brothers and sisters. You will hope for 
the best in others, and you will persevere in your love. This Godlike love grows from 
an intimate love relationship with God. In John 13:35 Jesus said, “By this everyone 
will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 


Take time to pray, asking God to reveal the truth to you about your 
fellowship (love relationship) with Him and with your Christian brothers 
and sisters. Remember that anyone who is in Christ is a brother or 
sister in the Lord. 

a. What do you sense God is saying about your fellowship with other Christians? 


b. If you currently have a broken or strained relationship with someone, how 
is it affecting your fellowship with God? 


Your relationship with God and others ought to parallel each other. If you say your 


fellowship with the Lord is good, but your fellowship with other Christians is poor, 
something is wrong. If you walk in intimate fellowship with God, you will enjoy 
warm fellowship with your brothers and sisters in Christ as well. 


UNIT 11 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


A Laotian Refugee 


| once served as the interim pastor of a small church in Vancouver, Canada. A Laotian refugee 
family had joined the church the week before | came. | knew God never adds to the body by acci- 
dent. My responsibility as the pastor was to learn what God was doing when He added this family 
to our church. 

Thomas, the father, had been saved in a refugee camp in Thailand. His life was so gloriously 
transformed he wanted all the Laotian people to know Jesus. He went all over our community trying 
to find his Laotian people and lead them to Christ. The first week Thomas led 15 adults to the Lord. 
The next week he led 11 to the Lord, and he wept because he felt he had been unfaithful to the Lord. 

In our next church business meeting | said, “It appears that God is leading us to start a 
Laotian mission church.” | shared all | knew of what God was doing. “I believe God is leading those 
people to the Lord so we can start a Laotian mission,” | explained. Then | asked the church to decide 
how they sensed God wanted us to respond. They voted to start a Laotian mission church. 

Then | said, “It appears we ought to call Thomas as the pastor.” | told them what God was 
doing in Thomas's life. God had given him a pastor's heart. He had a burden for evangelism. He 
had just enrolled in a local theological college to train for anything God wanted to do through him. 
The church voted to call Thomas as the pastor of the new mission. 

Two months later, Thomas was invited to a meeting for ethnic pastors in Saint Louis. 
Thomas asked, “Can | take some friends with me?” | didn’t know what that meant until he said 
he wanted to take 18 friends with him. Then he said, “Henry, would you mind if | came back 
through all the major cities of Canada? My relatives are in all of these cities. God wants me to go 
and lead some of them to the Lord. If God will help me, l'Il find a pastor for them. Then they can 
have a church in every major city of Canada.” 

Then | knew God was doing something special. | said, “Oh, Thomas, please go!” He did. 
Later that year at Christmas, Laotian people from all across Canada came to celebrate the new 
life in Christ they had found. 

Later the Laotian government granted permission to start churches. Thomas returned to Laos 
and preached the gospel, and 133 relatives and friends came to know the Lord. He started four 
mission churches. He linked the church in Vancouver with the Laotian churches with the desire to see 
all Laotian people come to know the Lord. 

When Thomas joined our church, all we saw was one Laotian refugee. What did God see? 
He saw a people and a whole nation being drawn to Himself. When God honors your church by 
placing a new member in the body, ask God to show you what He is up to. He wants to touch yaur 
community and the world through your church. 
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Koinonia takes on 
new dimensions, new 
possibilities, and new 

richness as churches 
relate in the wider 
circles of the kingdom. 


Daniel 3:17 


“If the God we serve exists ... 
he can rescue us.” 


Ephesians 3:20-21 


“To him who is able to do 
above and beyond all that 
we ask or think according 
to the power that works 
in us— to him be glory in 
the church and in Christ 
Jesus to all generations, 
forever and ever. Amen.” 
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KOINONIA IN TH 


Kingdom people are interrelated with believers in the kingdom worldwide. After 
serving 22 years as a pastor, I became the director of missions for an association of 
11 churches and mission churches in the greater Vancouver area of British Columbia, 
Canada. Guiding a church to walk with Christ as the Head of His body is one matter. 
Guiding an association of 11 congregations to walk together with God with one heart 
and one mind is quite different. I had to face some serious questions: 
* Would God speak to the churches individually and then bring them 
to one mind as they functioned together as an association? 
* Would the churches respond to God when He spoke? 
e Would the churches have the same kind of koinonia (fellowship) with 
one another as believers have with other Christians in a local church? 
* Would churches be willing to give freely of themselves in order to 
experience the fullest life God has to offer (see Luke 9:23-24)? 
* Would godly fellowship be expressed by the free sharing of resources 
with churches that had needs? 


I came to this new assignment with the conviction that “if the God we serve exists ... 
he can rescue us” (Dan. 3:17). Biblical principles of God’s working with His people do 
not change. Helping a group of churches learn to walk with God in intimate koinonia 
with Him and with one another took time, but God is the One who does that kind of 
miraculous work. I was only a vessel through whom He chose to work. 

Though we were a small band of congregations, God manifested His presence in 
the lives of the churches and the association. God led our churches to walk by faith 
as we sought to be witnesses in that culturally diverse city. God worked through our 
association to begin ministry to various ethnic groups. In four years the number of 
churches and missions in our association doubled. Student work grew from one part- 
time student director to five full-time directors. Almost one hundred people expressed 
a sense of call into ministry or mission work. Once strained relationships with other 
church groups were healed and flourished into dynamic, cooperative efforts of fellow- 
ship and outreach. I regularly met with the pastors at a breakfast meeting in a central 
location. There was much prayer, laughter, and heartfelt sharing as those dear servants 
of God learned how to love one another with the same love they had for God. 


As you read the following paragraphs about the relationships among 
churches in our association, underline some things that indicate we 
had functioning koinonia among the churches. 


While I served as a pastor in Saskatchewan, the Holy Spirit developed unique koino- 
nia among the sister churches. Together our churches developed a network to reach 
the entire province for Christ. Much like the New Testament churches, we considered 
everything each of us possessed as belonging by love to one another (see Acts 4:34-35).A 
church’s resources don’t belong to the people themselves. The church is merely a steward 
of them. Everything a church has belongs to the Kingdom. Anything our church had 


was available to all the others. When one church called a student minister, he became 
a resource for every other church for helping to develop their student ministry. When 
our church had a summer youth program, we invited small churches to participate with 
us. We also shared office equipment, vehicles, and other resources. If one church needed 


financial help, we didn’t hesitate to let God’s people know. Then we took an offering. 


Once we even mortgaged our building to help a mission church purchase its own. 
This kind of sharing developed a deep sense of koinonia among our churches. We 
belonged to one another. We needed one another. We went out of our way to help 
one another and meet each other's needs. We learned to love one another selflessly. We 
planned times to get together for fellowship and mutual encouragement. That is what 
Christ’s kingdom ought to be like. The watching world should be able to say, “Look 


how they love one another.’ That unique quality of love can come only from God. 


When people see Godlike love, they will be drawn to Christ and to His church. 


What kinds of things indicate the churches had functioning koinonia? 
List them in the margin. 


When koinonia exists among churches, it is evident in their relationships. We cooperated 
in our commission to reach our world for Christ. We were able to do things together that 
no one church could have done alone effectively. We shared anything we had if it would 
meet the need of a sister church. We spent time together and loved one another. 

Can that kind of koinonia exist among churches not only on an associational level 
but also on a state, provincial, national, or international level? Yes! Can Godlike koinonia 
exist among churches of different denominations as they cooperate to achieve greater 
Kingdom purposes? Yes! However, humans left to their own ways cannot achieve 
those kinds of relationships. Only God through His Holy Spirit can create and sustain 
koinonia among His people. He wants to be the King over all His kingdom. When He 
is allowed to rule, barriers erected by humans inevitably fall. 

When we have koinonia with God, the same quality and nature of that koinonia 
will be reflected when we relate to— 

e brothers and sisters in our local church; œ other ethnic churches; 
e other churches in a state or province; ¢ other churches in a nation; 
e other churches in the world; e other Christian denominations. 


Based on the relationships your church has with other churches 
and denominations in your local area and worldwide, what kind 
of koinonia would a watching world see? 


What does your church do or fail to do that indicates a lack of 
koinonia with other churches or Christian groups? For instance, 
some churches never participate in city-wide or associational efforts. 
They never share resources with smaller churches. They never reach 
out to struggling churches to see how they can help. 


If your church has a koinonia problem with other Christian churches or groups, that 
indicates a deeper koinonia problem with the Lord. I am not suggesting that doctrinal 
differences ought to be compromised, but we can act like brothers and sisters who love 
one another. Koinonia takes on new dimensions, new possibilities, and new richness as 
churches relate in the wider circles of the Kingdom. This is the same way love works. 
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LOVING ON A NEW LEVEL 


Suppose, on a scale of 1 to 10, you are loving at level 2—you love your parents and 
family who love you, and you love your friends who care about you. Suppose God 
wants to enable you to love your archenemy, as Jesus commanded in Matthew 5:43- 
48. If you can love your enemy at level 10, your capacity to love other persons will 
increase as well. Everyone you have been loving will receive a greater dimension of 
care than you had previously been able to give them. 


@ Evaluate the level of your love for others. Check statements that are 
true of your Christian love. 

J I don’t genuinely love people. 

LJ I love my family. 

J I love those who love me. 

I I love those I trust. 

L] God has helped me love those around me who are irritable and unfriendly. 

Q God has taught me to love those in my community who are unlovely— 
people who are different from me. 


T God has taught me to show love for people who are openly living in sin. 
LI God has given me grace to love my enemies. 


You and I usually do not try to improve our capacity to love by loving those who are 
difficult to love. Often when we try to love our enemy, frustration and anger result 
instead of a dimension of love. Then we respond, “Lord, I didn’t want You to bring 
anger into my life. I wanted You to bring love into my life.” But God can deepen our 
capacity to love as He enables you to care for the unlovely. When you learn to love on 
a deeper level, your capacity to love others grows. 

While I was leading an association of churches, we made a commitment to love 
everyone and to help every person in our city know God’s love. Isn’t that what Jesus 
commanded us in the Great Commission (see Matt. 28:18-20)? God placed me in 
a relationship with a person who had a deep love for anarchists—young adults who 
were angry at everybody and wanted to destroy established order and authority. This 
man said, “Henry, go with me to the anarchists’ restaurant. I want you to listen to this 
group of people express their anger and bitterness. I want you to see how God can 
bring the gospel to them.” 

That was a life-changing experience for me. I sat in that restaurant for three 
hours listening to an outpouring of hatred and bitterness. By the aid of the Spirit of 
God, with my heart, mind, and life I came to love those people. Consequently, I was 
able to pour out greater love on the next Christian I met. By teaching me to love 
anarchists, God brought me to a deeper capacity to love everyone. 


6 Is God impressing you to demonstrate your love to a specific individ- 
ual, a particular group of people or perhaps people who are different 
from you? Ask Him. If God is impressing you to demonstrate your 
love at a deeper level, write the name of the one or ones He wants 
you to love. Identify what it is that makes it difficult to love them. 
Then ask God to give you victory over that issue. 


COOPERATIVE RELATIONSHIPS AMONG CHURCHES 


The churches of the New Testament were interdependent. Each was independent 
before the Lord; yet they needed one another. They helped and encouraged one 
another. They had cooperative relationships that enhanced their experience of God. 


As you read about each of the following relationships, underline or 
write in the margin examples that clearly indicate the New Testament 
churches had koinonia with one another. I’ve given you one example. 


The young church in Jerusalem. On the day of Pentecost three thousand people came 
to trust in Christ. We do not know how many of these remained in Jerusalem after the 
Jewish feast was over. We know, however, the Jerusalem church had many members. Early 
on, they met in the temple courts and in many smaller groups in individual homes. They 
met daily for teaching, fellowship, meals, and prayer. They shared their material resources 
with any believer who had a need (see Acts 2:42-47). These many small congregations 
were interdependent. Because of koinonia they were “one heart and mind” (Acts 4:32). 

Jerusalem shares with Antioch. When the gospel began to bear fruit among the 
Greeks in Antioch, the Jerusalem church sent Barnabas to investigate and help the young 
church. When Barnabas saw God’s activity there, he enlisted Saul (Paul) to come and 
help. Together they remained in Antioch teaching the new converts (see Acts 11:19-26). 

Antioch provides for needs in Jerusalem. Word came to the church in Antioch that 
their Christian brothers and sisters in Judea were suffering from a famine. Because of 
koinonia “each of the disciples, according to his ability, determined to send relief to the 
brothers and sisters who lived in Judea. They did this, sending it to the elders by means 
of Barnabas and Saul” (Acts 11:29-30). These churches were not totally independent. 
They were bound together by their common koinonia with Christ. They cared for one 
another's needs from their love for one another. 

Antioch sends out Barnabas and Saul. The church at Antioch was missions-minded, 
sharing Christ’s heart for a lost world. One day “they were worshiping the Lord and 
fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which 
I have called them. Then after they had fasted, prayed, and laid hands on them, they 
sent them off” (Acts 13:2-3). The church at Antioch had freely received leaders, and 
they freely gave them for the advancement of the Kingdom. 

Notice Barnabas and Saul (Paul) had already been called to take the gospel to the 
Gentiles. Saul’s conversion and call had occurred several years before (see Acts 9:1-19; 
Gal. 1:16-24). Only in the midst of the body of Christ did they come to know the 
right timing for their missionary work. God spoke to them by the Holy Spirit and 
through the church. Don’t be afraid to trust God and your church to help you know 
God's will and His timing for your Kingdom assignments. 

Jerusalem helps maintain sound doctrine. When a dispute arose about the nature of 
salvation, Paul and Barnabas went to Jerusalem for consultation. The apostles, elders, and 
church in Jerusalem helped settle the dispute. Then they sent two of their own members 
to the church in Antioch to instruct, encourage, and strengthen the Gentile Christians. 

Other churches cooperate for Kingdom purposes. Throughout Paul’s letters we read 
about ways the churches cooperated with other Christians for the Kingdom’ sake. 

e The faith of the Roman Christians encouraged others all over the Christian 

world (see Rom. 1:8-12). Paul planned to receive assistance from this church 

for a journey to Spain that he was planning (see Rom. 15:24). 
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Everything each church 
possessed belonged by 
love to one another. 


When koinonia exists among 
churches, it is evident in 
their relationships. 
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e Churches in Macedonia and Achaia sent contributions to the poor Christians 
in Jerusalem (see Rom. 15:26-27). 

¢ The church in Philippi frequently provided financial support for Paul so he 
could preach the gospel and start churches in other cities (see Phil. 4:14-16). 

* The churches at Colosse and Laodicea shared workers (Epaphras) and letters 
from Paul (see Col. 4:12-16). 

e The believers in the church at Thessalonica inspired and became models 
to the believers in Macedonia and Achaia (see 1 Thess. 1:6-10). 


What stands out to you about how the early churches related to one 
another? 


Describe one way your church has experienced koinonia because of 
a cooperative relationship with another church or Christian group. 


A small group of Christians felt burdened for the inner city of a major city and did not 
know of any other evangelical church that was reaching that hurting population. God 
led some of them to quit their jobs, raise their own financial support, and by faith 
start a new church in that area. After they had begun, a megachurch announced it 
was going to sponsor a new church in the same area and intended to invest massive 
financial and human resources in order to build the church quickly. When the small 
church heard the news, rather than fearing the “competition,” they rejoiced. News 
that God had motivated a second church to reach the same area confirmed God truly 
wanted to reach that vast population for Christ. The little church raised funds to fully 
equip the second church’s nursery. They even asked to place the second church in its 
budget, even though it was not in their denomination and had far more resources at its 
disposal than the original church did. The small church’s burden to reach the people of 
that community led them to invest in the ministry of the second, larger church. Every 
time someone came to Christ in the second church, the people of the first church 
celebrated that another person had been added to the kingdom of God. 


EXPERIENCING MORE OF GOD 


A believer cannot experience God in every dimension God intends for him or her 
apart from the body of Christ—a local church. As the body goes on mission together 
to the ends of the earth, Christians begin to experience the fuller dimensions of life 
in God’ kingdom. As you experience koinonia with other groups of God’s people, 
you experience greater dimensions of God’s presence at work in your world. God has 
created channels through which you and your church can touch the world for Him. 
Allow Him to break down any barriers that may prevent you from experiencing God 
through koinonia with others. Go to Him and watch for His initiative. He can show 
you how, with whom, and when He wants to use you. 


Fill in the blank in the following statement. 
The churches of the New Testament were not independent. They were 

. They needed fellowship with one another 
to experience the greater dimensions of God and the koinonia He creates. 


Q write your Scripture memory verse, 1 John 1:7. 


Review your Scripture memory verses and be prepared to recite 
them to a partner in your small group session this week. 
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Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


ESSENTIALS OF KOINONIA, 
PART I 


Koinonia with God is the basic element of salvation and eternal life (see John 17:3). 
God takes the initiative to invite you into a love relationship. He places His Holy Spirit 
in you to enable you to live in right relationship with Him. No human method or list 
of steps to follow can maintain fellowship with God. Koinonia with God is an experi- 
ence of His presence. Although God takes the initiative, you must respond to Him in 
order to fully experience His presence. 


CHURCHES LOVING GOD AND LOVING OTHERS. 


1. A suburban church sensed God giving it a deep love for one another and for their 
city. They partnered with an inner city church to do extensive repairs on their 
building. Members of both churches worked together and shared meals together, 
building relationships that spawned additional joint projects. 


Koinonia with God 
is an experience 
of His presence. 
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Matthew 22:37-38 


“He said to him: ‘ “Love the 
Lord your God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and 
with all your mind.” This 
is the greatest and most 
important command.’ ” 


1 John 2:15-16 


“Do not love the world or 

the things in the world. If 
anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in 
him. For everything in the 
world—the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride in one’s possessions— 
is not from the Father, but is 
from the world.” 
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2. A small church had a three-generation family as members who were all bricklayers. 
The family loved God, one another, and their church. The church formed a mission 
team with youth hauling bricks, the women making meals, the bricklayers laying 
bricks, and the pastor driving the forklift. They traveled the world building church 
buildings, Christian schools, and orphanages. 

3. A young pastor and his wife came to a small church with a declining, aging member- 
ship. The pastor led them to highlight the fact the members were all grandparents. 
They began to minister to the young families moving in to the neighborhood, acting 
as adoptive grandparents, providing free childcare, and loving on young mothers who 


needed help. 


@ trose churches had members who loved God and loved one another. 
1. What strikes you about what happened as a result? 


2. What would happen if every church enjoyed this level of love for 
God and for others? 


3. What prevents more churches from acting this way? 


1. WE MUST LOVE GOD WITH OUR TOTAL BEING. 


“This is the greatest and most important command” (Matt. 22:37-38). If you love 


God, you will obey Him (see John 14:21-24). If you love Him, you will also love your 
brother (see 1 John 4:21; 5:3). If your fellowship with God is right—if you love Him 
with your total being—you will even be able to love your enemies. 

The threat to fellowship is anything that causes you to lose your first love for God. 
This was the problem with the church at Ephesus (see Rev. 2:1-7). 


Read 1 John 2:15-16 in the margin and list things that can threaten 
or compete with your love for God. 


a EEE UEEtEESEEEEEESSESSSSSsSSsn ann 


Loving money or possessions more than God will break your fellowship with Him. Your 
sinful cravings and lust can capture your first love. You can even fall in love with your 
job, status, or reputation. When your love is not pure toward God, fellowship with God 
is broken. Your fellowship with others will then reflect your broken fellowship with God. 


Suppose a person begins to love their possessions more than God. When fellow- 
ship with God is broken, love for others will suffer. A person who loves things more 
than God will become stingy and greedy. When he sees a brother in need, he will keep 
his resources for himself. He will not give to help others. He may give less to God’s 
causes so he can spend more on himself. 

Materialism is a terrible trap that robs many people of their love for God (see 
Eph. 5:5; 1 John 3:17). Churches can also become selfish, greedily hoarding their 
resources for themselves even though there are new church plants or poorer churches 
that would be greatly blessed by their help. 


© waar is one essential of koinonia? 


Name at least two things that can threaten koinonia by interfering 
with your love for God. 


2. WE MUST SUBMIT TO GOD'S SOVEREIGN RULE. 


Jesus is your Lord. Because of His perfect love for you, He demands absolute obedience. 
As the Head of the church, Christ expects submission to Him and obedience to His 
will. Absolute surrender to His lordship is necessary for proper fellowship with God. 

When people “stem from themselves” (Hab. 1:7) and do what is right in their 
own eyes (see Judg. 17:6), the experience of koinonia becomes impossible in their 
lives and in the life of a church. Yielding your loyalty or allegiance to anyone other 
than Christ is spiritual adultery. If a pastor, the deacons, influential business persons, 
or a committee tries to dominate or rule the church, koinonia is threatened. 

The problem always starts with an individual's or a church’ relationship with God. 
When a person refuses to deny self and follow Christ, fellowship with God is broken. 
When self is in control, all other authority relationships will be out of control. Asserting 
self in the body of Christ robs Christ of His rightful authority as the Head of the body. 

Fellowship is broken not only when an individual tries to be the head of the 
church but also when the church expects its pastor or another individual or group to 
rule the church. No individual or group can function as the head of the body if that 
church is to be healthy. It may look efficient on the outside, but God sees the rebellion 
against His Son’s rule and deplores it. Members of the church must submit to Christ’s 
lordship over their lives and to Christ’s headship over the church. 


What does your church do to ensure that Christ is determining its 
priorities and activities? Give some examples. 


In 1 Corinthians 1-3, divisions (broken fellowship) existed in the church because 
some were following Paul, some were following Apollos, and some were following 
Peter (Cephas). Paul condemned this kind of division and rebuked any attempt to 
follow anyone other than Christ. To follow him or Apollos would be childish, worldly, 
and ungodly (see 1 Cor. 3:1-4). The church must have the mind of Christ (see 1 Cor. 
2:16) and must follow Christ alone. 

Koinonia is impossible if a church is made up of individuals who are unwilling to 
submit to the lordship of Christ in the body of Christ. The same impossibility exists in a 
larger body of fellowship, such as an association or a denomination, in which pastors and 
other participants refuse to submit to Christ’ lordship and will not function in that body 
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under Christ’s rule. Anything or anyone who hinders or usurps God’s lordship in your life, 
in the church, or in the larger bodies of the Kingdom causes broken fellowship with God. 
When fellowship with God breaks down, it is reflected in broken relationships with others. 


When a church or denomination becomes divided and splits in two, 
with both sides angrily criticizing the other, what does that indicate? 


(7 woat might cause someone to use intimidation, politics, or manipula- 
tion to get what they want in the church? 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


Does the way your church functions reflect its members’ thinking and 
Koinonia with God is an planning or God’s guidance? 
experience of His presence. 


Koinonia with God is the (9) In all honesty before God, who or what exerts the greatest practical 

basic element of salvation influence on your life? 

and eternal life. (I Jesus Christ L My past Q Money and possessions 
I My job L My spouse LI My fears 

| must love God with L My debts J Other: 


my total being. 
z Pray through this lesson and specifically bring the following matters 


| must submit to God's to the Lord. 
2 sovereign rule. e Ask God whether anything in your life is causing you to lose your first love 
for Him. Do you love anything more than Him? If He reveals something, 

Koinonia is possible only confess it and return to your first love. 
if a church is made up of * Ask God whether you are absolutely surrendered to His lordship in your life. 
individuals who are willing e Ask God whether you are allowing Jesus to function as the Head of your 
to submit to the lordship of church. 
Christ in the body of Christ. e Pray for your spouse, your family, your church, and your denomination 


that God will be allowed to rule in every heart. 
Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


eS 
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God was working in Faith Baptist Church in Bartlett, Tennessee. They learned of a 
struggling inner city church. The pastor told his people about the need and then chal- 
lenged his members to pray about moving to that church for six months to worship, 
serve, and give until it had regained its strength. Twenty-seven people responded to 
the invitation to go, including the pastor’s wife and three sons! The church also sent 
one of its pastors to provide pastoral leadership until they were strong enough to call 
their own. God had developed such a strong fellowship among the members that they 
naturally loved God, each other, fellow believers, and a lost world. 


3. WE MUST EXPERIENCE GOD 
IN A REAL AND PERSONAL WAY. 


Your koinonia with God is based on your personal experience with Him. No substi- 
tutes will do. You cannot rely on the personal experience of your spouse, your parents, 
your pastor, your Bible study teacher, or your fellow church members. Your koinonia 
with God must be real and personal to you. 

Koinonia is threatened when you allow anyone or anything to make you a specta- 
tor rather than an active participant in your relationship with God.You must encounter 
God firsthand, or you will become passive and apathetic. You will quit caring about 
God's concern for His church, His kingdom, and the lost world. 


Q wnat is one way you have substituted a spectator religion for a real 
and personal experience of God? 


Although church organizations and programs are designed to promote outreach, 
growth, and ministry, they can lead to shallow relationships and indifference. If a 
church is not careful, it may help people experience a program but miss a personal 
encounter with the living Christ. Well organized programs, plans, methods, and Bible 
studies are valuable, but they must not take the place of the Holy Spirit’s personal 
guidance. Churches must make sure their organization encourages personal encoun- 
ters with God. Secondhand experiences will not suffice. 

Agencies of a denomination, for instance, have a place in doing God’s will in ways 
individual churches cannot accomplish alone. Yet individuals and churches must not 
allow the work of the denomination to become a substitute for their personal involve- 
ment in God’s work. When that happens, the result is social and spiritual indifference 
rather than responsible involvement and participation. Only a personal encounter 
with the living Christ will result in true koinonia. When I served in Vancouver, Canada, 
our small association of churches felt a huge burden for a major university in our city. 
As we prayed, the Lord raised up a wonderful student minister who felt led to start a 
ministry on that campus. I approached our denominational office to see if they had 
any funding available. I was told they did not plan to fund a position for that campus 
for ten more years. They discouraged us from proceeding because they feared we 


Only a personal 
encounter with the 
living Christ will result 
in effective koinonia. 
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could not sustain the student director’s salary once he came to the field. We sensed 
God affirming that we must begin a ministry immediately, and not in ten years. So 
we stepped out in faith. God provided and soon the student ministry on that campus 
was one of the strongest in our denomination. While we appreciated the help we did 
receive from our denomination, we never limited ourselves to their funding. We knew 
that if God invited us to join Him, He had countless ways to provide what we needed. 


What are some things your denomination can do that most churches 


cannot do alone? 


In what way could reliance on these good things, if misused, become 
a hindrance to a real and personal encounter with God? 


This is not an either-or situation. It is both-and. Denominations, programs, methods, 
prepared study materials are helpful tools for churches. But they must not become 
substitutes for personal encounters with God. Each individual needs to experience 
the Lord’s presence at work in his or her life. Individuals experience koinonia when 
they follow God’s leadership and are empowered by the Holy Spirit to accomplish 
God’s purposes. 

When programs and ministries become ends instead of means, activity for 
activity’s sake, or superficial signs of success, koinonia is in grave danger of being 
obscured and lost. Churches must not concern themselves only with numerical results. 
Are lives being transformed? Are broken people finding spiritual and emotional heal- 
ing? Are people personally encountering the living Christ at work in the church? 
If not, something is wrong with members’ personal relationships with God. 


What are some things in a church that can take the place of a real and 
personal encounter with God? 


What is one thing in your past that you allowed to take the place of 

a personal experience with God? For example, someone might say, 

“I gave money to the church, but I avoided getting personally involved 
in God’s work. I attended services, but I never experienced a sense of 
personal involvement in what God was doing through my church.” 


4. WE MUST COMPLETELY TRUST IN GOD. 


To experience genuine koinonia with God, you must depend on God to do things only 
He can do. You must trust in God alone. 

Once when Israel was faced with trouble, it turned to Egypt for help rather than 
to the Lord. God said to the nation, “Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help 
and who depend on horses! They trust in the abundance of chariots and in the large 
number of horsemen. They do not look to the Holy One of Israel, and they do not 
seek the Lord.” (Isa. 31:1). 


What are some things or people in which a church may be tempted 
to place its trust? For instance, a church may trust in wealthy givers 
who provide financial stability rather than in the God who provides 
through His people. 


Placing your trust in anything other than God breaks your fellowship with Him. 
Here are some examples of things in which you can be tempted to place your trust 
to accomplish God’s work instead of trusting in God. 

e Yourself, your abilities, your resources 

e Other people, their abilities, their resources 

¢ Programs or methods 

e Manipulation or coercion 

e Pressure tactics or guilt 

e Deceit 

e Denominational finances 


God provides people, relationships, resources, methods, and programs to be used by a 
church. However, a congregation that yields to the temptation to trust in these rather 
than the Lord displeases Him. Your church may be tempted to trust in a wealthy 
donor; its pastor; a well-organized Bible-study program; a denominational agency; a 
bank; an outreach method; government programs; or other organizations, people, or 
things. When you depend on any of these rather than God to accomplish His work in 
a church, fellowship with God and with other believers is broken. Sometimes leaders 
try to use pressure tactics to get members to do God’s will. This approach denies God’s 
power to guide His people. When conflict arises, leaders may depend on a manual on 
handling church conflict instead of leading people back to trust in God and to love 
Him supremely. 

The Holy Spirit manifests Himself through believers and empowers them to 
accomplish God-sized tasks. God grows His church. The Holy Spirit produces unity. 
Christ brings forth spiritual fruit. You and your church must depend on God to 
accomplish His purposes in His ways through you. Completely depend on God. 

Yes, God will call you to join Him. Yes, He will ask you to do things through 
which He will work. Often He will lead you to a program or method to help you 
organize and function to accomplish what He purposes. He will call you to use your 
money, resources, skills, and abilities. But in everything you must depend on God’s 
guidance, provision, gifts, and power if you hope to bear lasting fruit. Without Him 
you can do nothing (see John 15:5). His presence creates and maintains fellowship, and 
He bears lasting spiritual fruit through an obedient and trusting people. 


Name one thing in which you have been tempted to place your trust 
rather than God. 


Over the years, we have heard amazing stories from people who discovered that God 
intended to do far more through them than they initially realized: 

1. A man sensed God leading him to begin a food ministry to the homeless. 

2.A woman sensed God leading her to start an orphanage in Africa. 

3.A pastor realized God was leading him to run for political office. 


UNIT 11 


John 15:5 


“I am the vine; you are the 


branches. The one who 
remains in me and | in 
him produces much fruit, 


because you can do nothing 


without me.” 
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4.A woman felt led to begin a large city-wide women’s Bible study. 


SUMMARY 5.A businessman sensed God leading him to start a business in a country hostile to 
STATEMENTS Christianity so he could use it as a platform to share the gospel. 

| must experience God in 8) Could it be that God intends to use your life to impact His kingdom 
a real and personal way. and the world? What need is God putting on your heart? 

| must completely trust 

in God. . (9) Practice quoting or writing your Scripture memory verses. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


A God-Given Burden for the World 


When my wife, Marilyn, and | were teenagers, God placed a burden for the world on our hearts. 
Early in our marriage we heard a missionary issue a call to those who were willing to go wherever 
God called them. We both went forward and surrendered our lives to go anywhere God sent us. 
Our denominational mission agency preliminarily approved us to serve in Africa, but then our 
oldest son, Richard, came down with a mysterious illness. The mission agency encouraged us to 
delay going to Africa until doctors could determine the nature of Richard’s condition. At first we 
were disappointed, as we had looked forward to serving our Lord on the mission field. However, 
over the next few months God made it clear He was calling us not to Africa but to Canada. When 
we arrived in Canada, doctors could find no trace of Richard’s illness. We served for the next 18 
years in mission work in Canada. During that time God taught me much about walking with Him 
by faith, and | was eventually asked to write about what I had learned in the course Experiencing 
God. Years later, the leader of our denomination’s international mission board asked me to travel 
around the world teaching our missionaries the truths of “Experiencing God.” When a door for 
our service in one country with our denomination closed, God ultimately took us to 115 different 
countries and did far more than we could have dreamed. 

Over the years | have learned that although God does not call everyone to be an author or a 
preacher, He expects all of His children to have the world on their hearts. Can God impact the world 
through one life or church? Certainly. He is looking for those people and churches today. 


i 
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KINGDOM PEOPLE 


VIDEO TEACHING NOTES 


1.A kingdom perspective moves our eyes off of ourselves to the greater work around 
us that God is doing. 

2.When we pray and ask God to show us His work, He will show us His work in 
our personal lives and local contexts. 

3. He'll also invite us to become involved in His kingdom work outside of our 
everyday contexts. 

4. Christians are part of the kingdom and need to be aware of everywhere the 
kingdom goes. 


YOUR NOTES 


UNIT REVIEW 


Using the hints below, write four essentials of koinonia. Then check your 
answers on page 240. 

1. Love: 

2. Submit: 

3. Experience: 

4. Trust: 


Respond to the following. 
1. How is your relationship with God reflected in your relationship with your 


“brother” (activity 6, p. 231)? 


2. What do you need to do to experience koinonia more completely in your church? 


3.What do you sense God wants your church to do to experience koinonia more 
completely in the Kingdom? 


Check your answers, using the pages cited in parentheses. 


UNIT 11 


Scriptures 
Referenced 


Matthew 6:9-13 


Sharing Time 


e Last three questions 
in the review at left 

¢ One of the most 
meaningful statements 
or Scriptures from 
this unit’s lessons and 
your prayer response 
to God. Choose one 
from pages 229, 233, 
239, 242, and 246. 


Streamable session 
videos are included 
with the purchase price 
of this book. Look for 
your access code on the 
insert attached in the 
back of this book. 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 
IN YOUR DAILY LIFE 


A Church Member Without a Relationship 


I was preaching in a church one Sunday about the way Christ’s presence dramati- 
cally affects daily living. At the close of the service, a man came forward weeping. 
The pastor had him share with the congregation the commitment he had just made. 
The man confessed that a decade earlier his wife had urged him to come with her 
to church. When he attended, he liked the people, enjoyed worship, and decided to 
join the church. Later, he heard that the church needed teachers in the Children’s 
Sunday School Department, so he volunteered. Over the years he served in numerous 
capacities in the church, including being a deacon and a Sunday School teacher. Yet 
as I preached that morning, the Holy Spirit awakened him to the fact that he did not 
have a personal relationship with Jesus. This good man had been practicing religion 
without a genuine, life-changing relationship with Christ. 

As I spoke of how the Holy Spirit walks with us to guide us each day, the man 
realized he was not hearing the Holy Spirit speak to him. As I talked of God’s love 
for us, he saw that he served God but did not have a love relationship with Him. 
To his and the church’s surprise, this man suddenly recognized that for all his service 
and attendance at church, he did not have an experiential relationship with God. 

This man is not alone. One comment I hear from people who study Experiencing 
God is “I thought I knew what it meant to be a Christian and to walk with God. But 
after taking this course, I realize I was a religious person, but I did not really know 
what it meant to enjoy a personal relationship with Him.” 

This is the heart of this course: to move you from merely being religious to 
having a vibrant, real, growing relationship with God. In this unit we will address what 
it means to walk daily with God in a personal relationship with Him. 


EXPERIENCING GOD 


Return to God, and 
He will forgive you 
and reestablish your 
fellowship with Him. 


Deuteronomy 28:25 


“The LORD will cause you 

to be defeated before your 
enemies. You will march 
out against them from one 
direction but flee from them 
in seven directions.” 


Deuteronomy 30:17 


“If your heart turns away 
so that you do not hear ...” 
(NKJV). 


Amos 8:11-12 


“The days are coming ... 
when | will send a famine 
through the land: not a 
famine of bread or a thirst 
for water, but of hearing the 
words of the LORD.” 


John 15:4-5 


“Just as a branch is unable 
to produce fruit by itself 
unless it remains on the 
vine, neither can you unless 
you remain in me. ... 

The one who remains in 
me and | in him produces 
much fruit.” 
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Christians can experience times when they lose their intimacy with God. Even the 
most zealous Christians can find that their love for God has cooled if they are not 
careful. The drift away from the Lord can be so subtle that you fail to recognize the loss 
until it has become severe. The Scriptures describe some ways you can know whether 
you are in a right relationship with the Lord or if you have departed. 


Listed below are some evidences that you have departed from the 
intimacy of your fellowship with God. Read the Scriptures in the left 
margin and John 15:10-11 in the margin on the next page. Write the 
Scripture reference beside the corresponding evidence listed below. 
Some may have more than one reference. 

a. You no longer hear from God. 

b. You lose your joy. 

c.You do not produce spiritual fruit. 

d.You no longer have victory in your life. 


E Using these evidences of lost intimacy with the Lord, what can you 
conclude about your closeness to the Lord today? 
ü a. I may have begun to drift away. 
U b. Thank the Lord, my closeness to God is growing deeper. 
Ù c. I’m farther away than I thought. 
U d. Other: 
#1 answers: a—Deuteronomy 30:17 and Amos 8:11-12; b-John 15:10-11; c—John 15:4-5; d-Deuteronomy 28:25 


How does this loss of intimacy happen? Three parables of Jesus in Luke 15 illustrate 
how. In one parable a sheep is lost (vv. 3-7). Sheep typically get lost from the shepherd 
when they turn aside to distractions. In the second parable a valuable coin is lost (vv. 
8-10). Generally, valuables are lost through carelessness. No one means to lose some- 
thing precious. But by not taking precautions, we can misplace even the most valuable 
possessions. In the third parable a son is lost (vv. 11-32). In this story the prodigal son 
deliberately chose to leave to indulge in a wasteful lifestyle that dishonored his father. 


[3] Match the way the loss occurred on the right with the parable 
on the left. Write a letter beside each number. 
— 1. Lost sheep a. Turning aside to distractions 
____ 2. Lost coin b. Intentional choice 
— 3. Lost son c. Carelessness, not taking precautions 


In similar ways, you can lose your intimate fellowship with God. Like a sheep (a), you 
can focus on the world and the things of the world, on pleasures and activities, or on 
other people and relationships. You lose your focus on the Lord, and before long you 
drift far away. Like the carelessness that lost a valuable coin (c), you may fail to guard 
your heart and mind. When temptations come, your ability to resist is weak. Then sin 
robs you of your intimacy by breaking fellowship with your Lord. Or like the prodigal 


son (b), you may intentionally resist the Father’s will through disobedience and the 
pursuit of sinful behaviors and activities. 

Whenever you depart from God to any degree, He disciplines you in increasing 
measure until you return to Him. God loves you as His child and, as your heavenly 
Father, will correct you until you turn from your rebellion (see Heb. 12:5-11). He will 
continue to bring discipline until it reaches a point of crisis at which you must make 
a serious choice. You cry out to God in your distress. 

Scripture promises that “if we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).You confess 
your sin when you agree with God about the awful nature of your wrong. Confession 
and repentance go together. When you repent, you turn away from your sin and return 
to God. When your fellowship with God is broken because of sin, agree with Him 
about your condition and turn from it. Return to God, and He will forgive you and 
reestablish your fellowship with Him. This responding to God’s discipline that results 
in restoration of life and vitality with the Lord is called revival. Another important 
Scripture that describes revival is 2 Chronicles 7:13-14. 


Read 2 Chronicles 7:13-14 in the margin. 

a. When God brings judgment on His people, what four things should they do? 
i. 2; 

3. 4. 


b. What three things does God promise to do when His people return to Him? 
Underline them in the text. 


God’s remedy for restored fellowship with Him involves humility, prayer, seeking His 
face (seeking the experience of His presence), and repentance (turning from sin). 
He promises to hear, forgive sin, and heal the land. When we return to God (and 
not merely to religious activity), He returns to us in a fresh, close relationship and 
begins once again to fulfill His purposes for us (see Zech. 1:3; 2 Chron. 15:2). Revival 
means the life of God returns to our soul. This can happen to an individual, a church, 
a denomination, or a nation.! 


5) If you find that your heart is not as enthusiastic and devoted to God 
as it once was, take a moment and pray. Confess your sin and return 
to Him now so you can experience His presence returning to your life. 
If you have not departed from God, pray about your commitment to 
remain steadfast and true to Him. 


Confessing and returning to the Lord are good, but prevention is even better. Scrip- 
ture gives much helpful counsel for keeping your heart from departing from the Lord. 


As you read the following counsel, underline a key word or phrase 
in each that will help you properly focus on your intimacy with God. 


1. Proverbs 4:23 cautions, “Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the 
issues of life” (NKJV). Guard your heart. Our hearts are desperately wicked and, if 
left unchecked and unguarded, will be quickly drawn away from God (see Jer. 17:9). 
Be careful what you allow into your mind and your heart! 


UNIT 12 


John 15:10-11 


“If you obey my commands, 
you will remain in my love. 
... | have told you this so 
that my joy may be in you 
and that your joy may be 
complete.” 


2 Chronicles 7:13-14 


“If | shut the sky so there is 
no rain, or if | command the 
grasshopper to consume the 
land, or if | send pestilence 
on my people, and my people, 
who bear my name, humble 
themselves, pray and seek my 
face, and turn from their evil 
ways, then | will hear from 
heaven, forgive their sin, and 
heal their land.” 


Zechariah 1:3 


“Return to me’—this is the 
declaration of the Lord of 
Armies— and | will return to 
you,’ says the Loro of Armies” 


2 Chronicles 15:2 


“The LORD is with you when 
you are with him. If you seek 
him, he will be found by you, 
but if you abandon him, he 
will abandon you.” 


Jeremiah 17:9 


“The heart is more deceitful 
than anything else, 
and incurable.” 
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SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


Return to God, and He will 
forgive you and reestablish 
your fellowship with Him. 


Revival means the life of 
God returns to our soul. 


Confessing and returning 
to the Lord are good, but 
prevention is even better. 


2. Proverbs 11:14 advises, “Where there is no counsel, the people fall; but in the multi- 
tude of counselors there is safety” (NKJV). Surround yourself with godly counselors 
who will encourage you and warn you if they see your heart beginning to shift. 

3. Jesus said, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with 
all your mind” (Matt. 22:37). Make every effort to love God with all your being. 
Loving God is a choice you make. Keep your heart, mind and soul in a constant 
posture of love for God. 

4. Jesus also said, “Everyone who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be 
like a wise man who built his house on the rock” (Matt. 7:24). Adopt a lifestyle of 
obedience. Make it your habit to immediately obey anything God says. Obedience 
brings you into fresh experiences of God working in and through you. Jesus said, “If 
anyone loves me, he will keep my word. My Father will love him, and we will come 
to him and make our home with him” (John 14:23). 


You may have identified other words, but here are my summaries: (1) guard your heart, 
(2) godly counselors, (3) love God, and (4) obey or obedience. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


DAY 


2 


If God has given you 
a life partner, you will 
want to be involved 
in the great work 
God intends to do 
in his or her life. 
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Ay COUPLES 


Today’s lesson for couples and tomorrow’s lesson for parents may not be applicable to 
your circumstances. You may want to study them anyway. But if you prefer, use these 
two days for review and prayer. 

People often ask me, “Henry, how do you explain how God has used your 
life to accomplish so much for His kingdom?” My response is always twofold. 
First, I am an extremely ordinary person. I think God wanted to demonstrate what 
His incredible power could do in the lives of ordinary people, and so He chose 
to work in my life. I have sought with all my heart to surrender my life to God, 
and the consequences of that commitment have amazed me. But the second thing 
I quickly add is this: “When God intended to use an ordinary life like mine for 


His purposes, He chose to match my life with a life partner perfectly suited to me 
and God's direction for my life.” 

By nature I am a shy, introverted Canadian. My wife, Marilyn, is an extrovert 
who was born and reared in Oklahoma. We could not be more opposite if we tried. 
Yet God had an eternal purpose for both of us from the beginning of time. Both of 
our parents raised us to be active in our local churches. Our fathers were deacons. Both 
of our parents helped start new churches. Having grown up in such homes, we both 
surrendered our lives to do whatever our Lord commanded us to do and to go wherever 
He told us to go. Early in our lives we grew to love the local church and missions. 

God’s plans for me included learning to walk by faith through some extremely 
challenging times as a mission pastor in Canada and eventually traveling millions of miles 
around the world teaching others what God had instructed me. For me to fulfill God’s 
will for my life, I would require a life partner with a unique calling of her own. Now God 
just had to get the two of us together! God did that by having me meet Marilyn at my 
roommate’s wedding, where I was the best man, and she was the maid of honor. We were 
married a year later. What a joy to experience God’s will together for all of these years! 


List below some key things God has done in your life and in your 
spouse’s life over the years. How has God’s work ultimately united 
you to one another? 


You Your spouse 


As you yield yourselves to the Lord, He can take your similarities and differences and 
maximize your usefulness as a couple for His kingdom. For several years Marilyn and I 
led “Experiencing God as Couples” conferences across the country. It was marvelous to 
invite couples to stand together before God to see what He intended for their marriages. 
Ultimately, a course with videos was made of this teaching.” An unusually high percent- 
age of the couples at these events felt called into Christian ministry. Many marriages 
were restored. Once couples came to understand God’s purpose for their marriages, they 
discovered a new and exciting dimension to their lives together. Today we will look at 
ways you can experience God together with your spouse. 


GOD'S PURPOSE FOR MARRIAGE 


Jesus said this of marriage: “Haven't you read ... that at the beginning the Creator ‘made 
them male and female? and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother 
and be joined to his wife, and the two will become one flesh’? So they are no longer two, 
but one flesh. Therefore, what God has joined together, let no one separate” (Matt. 19:4- 
6). Marriage is God’s joining together a man and a woman to create a union through 
which He can accomplish His purposes and be glorified. Marriage is not merely a human 
contract or agreement. It is a divine creation. God has a special purpose for each couple He 
unites. He is so committed to the sanctity of marriage that He hates divorce (see Mal. 2:16). 


UNIT 12 


a> 


Once couples came 


to understand 


God's purpose for 
their marriages, 
they discovered a 
new and exciting 
dimension to their 


lives together. 
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2 Corinthians 6:14 


“Do not be yoked together 
those who do not believe. For 
what partnership is there 
between righteousness and 
lawlessness? Or what fellow- 
ship does light have with 
darkness?” 


1 Peter 3:7 


“Husbands, in the same way, 
live with your wives in an 
understanding way, as with 
a weaker partner, showing 
them honor as coheirs of the 
grace of life, so that your 
prayers will not be hindered.” 


Ephesians 4:26 


“Be angry and do not sin. 
Don’t let the sun go down on 
your anger.” 
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What does it mean to be one flesh? It implies that your life is not your own. You 
are not two separate individuals trying to work out a coexistence. You are one. When 
your spouse feels pain, you suffer too. When your spouse experiences spiritual victory, 
you are victorious as well. When God has a plan for the wife, it means God’s activity 
will affect the husband. 


In comparing your spouse’s journey with God with your own, how is 
it clear that God has been preparing the two of you to be a team in 
serving and glorifying God? 


At times someone says to me, “I want to go forward with God, but my wife is unwill- 
ing. Should I go on without her?” My response is “You are one flesh. You cannot leave 
your spouse behind.” Others have said,““My wife clearly senses that God wants us to be 
more involved in missions, but I haven’t heard God say anything to me.” My response: 
“You are one flesh. If God spoke to your spouse, He has just spoken to you!” Because 
you are one flesh, you need to adjust your life to a word God speaks to your partner. 
Pray together and trust the Holy Spirit to bring clarity and assurance about the direc- 
tion of His calling. Then you can walk together with confidence. 

This is why I always strongly advise couples coming to me for premarital coun- 
seling to consider carefully where God is leading their potential partner. After they are 
married, God’s directives to one will directly affect the other. I have known people 
who had a clear sense of God’s leading in their lives in one direction, but after they 
married, they rejected everything God had previously said to them because their 
spouse was not interested in those things. When I asked Marilyn to marry me, I knew 
God had been working in her life long before she met me. Marilyn almost died when 
she was five, and after that she had a strong sense that her life belonged to God. So I 
asked her, “Marilyn, what has God told you He intends to do through your life? And 
what promises have you made to God? If I marry you, I vow to spend the rest of my 
life helping you keep every promise you ever made to God.” 


If you have not already done so, take time with your spouse and list 
some things you know God has done and said to each of you. What 
commitments have you made to Him? What do you sense God has 
told you to do that you have not yet followed through on? How have 
you sensed God leading you both to join Him in His work? Check 
here when you have taken such a time with your spouse. Q 


Being one with your spouse is critical to your ability to hear from God.That is why the 
apostle Paul warned believers not to marry unbelievers (see 2 Cor. 6:14). Paul said it is 
like trying to mix light and darkness. They cannot become one spiritually because they 
are opposite in their fundamental nature. The spiritual intimacy you have with your 
spouse will affect your walk with God. The apostle Peter said a husband who mistreats 
his wife will find that his prayers are hindered (see 1 Pet. 3:7). That is also why it is 
wise never to allow your anger or a damaged relationship to remain unresolved (see 
Eph. 4:26). 

You may be studying this course and realize you are unequally yoked with an 
unbeliever. If that is the case, share this fact with your group and your church. Invite 
them to pray with you and walk with you and your spouse until he or she comes to 
faith in Christ. 


JOINING GOD'S ACTIVITY 
IN YOUR SPOUSE’S LIFE 


One of the most exciting things you can do is to look to see where God is working 


in your spouse’s life and join Him! You can do this in several ways: 


1. 


w 


Regularly pray for and with your spouse. God knows what your spouse is going 
through better than you do. He knows her fears and insecurities. God knows what 
He intends to do through your spouse’ life. Praying regularly for your spouse enables 
you to gain God’ perspective. Couples can easily frustrate each other. If you look 
at your spouse solely from a human perspective, you will see his or her limitations, 
failures, and weaknesses. When you look at your spouse from God’s perspective, you 
will see his or her unlimited potential in the hands of God. As you pray, God can 
alert you that you need to take a specific action, such as offering a word of encour- 
agement or giving a note or a gift. God may show you abilities in your spouse that 
she does not see in herself. As I prayed for Marilyn, God affirmed to me that she 
has wonderful insights into walking with God that can encourage others. Although 
I have been the “professional” speaker throughout our marriage, I encouraged my 
wife to accept invitations that came her way because I sensed she needed to be a 
steward of what God taught her and such opportunities would richly bless others. 


How would you characterize your prayer relationship with your spouse 
up to this point in your marriage? Check one or write your own. 

Q a. We have learned to pray in agreement and unity—what a blessing! 

Q b. We have had our personal prayer times but have not prayed together regularly. 
Oc. My spouse hesitates or will not pray with me. 

U d. I am hesitant to pray aloud with my spouse. 

U e. Other: 


What, if anything, do you sense the Lord wants you to do 
differently regarding your spiritual relationship with your spouse? 


. Regularly ask your spouse spiritual questions. Some Christian couples never speak 


to each other about God’s activity. They may assume God is working, but they never 
talk about it. Ask each other questions like “What has God been showing you in your 
quiet times lately? Has God placed a particular burden on your heart as you have 
prayed? You seemed very intent during the sermon today. What was God saying to 
you?” I have also found my spouse is the best person for me to talk to about God's 
activity in my life. As I relate what I have been hearing God say, my wife recognizes 
things I missed. Together we hear far more from God than we do separately. 


. Review your spiritual markers as a couple. As God leads couples in their marriage, 


they will experience key moments when God clearly, unmistakably speaks. Identify 
these spiritual markers and periodically review them as a couple. This helps in two 
ways. First, it prepares you to understand where God is leading you. When I came 
to my official age of retirement, I, like everyone else my age, had to decide what 
to do. Should I join a country club and buy a set of golf clubs? As we reviewed 
what God had done in our lives as a couple, we realized that all of our married 
life had prepared us for what God wanted to do through us next. We ultimately 
formed Blackaby Ministries International (www.blackaby.org) so we could respond 
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to God’ invitations around the world to continue ministering. When our oldest 
son, Richard, sensed God leading him to join our ministry, we recognized again that 
this fit perfectly with the spiritual markers in our lives. We can respond to each new 
invitation God gives us because we have a clear sense as a couple of the way God has 
led us to this point in our lives. A second benefit of reviewing your spiritual markers 
as a couple is that it provides a wonderful opportunity to celebrate God’s activity in 
your lives. Each morning Marilyn and I have coffee together and reflect on God’s 
goodness to us over the years. What joy that brings! 


What are two things you and your spouse could do that would draw 
you closer to the Lord and to one another? 

ce 

2. 


Take time this week to review your spiritual markers as a couple. 


4. Minister together as a couple. God led you to your spouse for a reason. He had a 
purpose in mind. One purpose is to produce godly offspring (see Mal. 2:15). If 
couples look for God’s activity together, they will discover there are ways God wants 
to work uniquely through them together to accomplish His kingdom purposes. I 
know couples who regularly go on mission trips together, teach a Sunday School 
class, teach English to immigrants, intercede for others, host a home Bible study, 
take international students into their home, and adopt foreign children. They find 
tremendous rewards in ministering for Christ together as a couple. 

One couple had separate ministries for years. The husband served in the church 
as a deacon; the wife went on mission trips. After several years the wife finally 
convinced her husband to go with her on a mission trip. The man was overwhelmed 
by the experience. In tears he confessed to his wife, “Now I understand what you 
have been talking about all this time!” They had been missing the privilege of serv- 
ing their Lord together. 


What are some ways you and your spouse are presently joining God’s 
activity together? 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS > What are some ways you would like to? 


Regularly pray for and 

with your spouse. 5. Give together. Many Christian couples faithfully give their offerings to the Lord 
each month but have never discovered the joy of giving together. God is at work 
in the world around you. He wants you to become involved both personally and 
financially. Marilyn and I have found great joy in determining together where God 
wants us to invest the money He has given us. We support not only our local church 
Review your spiritual markers but also various ministries around the world. This involves far more than writing a 
as a couple. check. It includes seeking together how God wants us to invest our finances in His 
kingdom. Together we are laying up treasures in heaven. 


God has called all of us to be on mission with Him. One of the first places we must 
seek His activity is in the life of the person we are most intimately related to. If God 
has given you a life partner, you will want to be involved in the great work God 
intends to do in his or her life. 


UNIT 12 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


JOINING GODS ACTIVITY 
IN YOUR CHILDREN’S LIVES 


Marilyn and I were married in California during some extremely turbulent times. We 
experienced riots in Los Angeles. I was doing graduate work near Berkeley University 
during the student protests. The local elementary schools regularly had air-raid drills 
to teach the schoolchildren what to do in the event of a nuclear attack. Many people 
discouraged us from bringing children into such a dangerous and unsettled world. But 
I noticed that throughout Scripture when times were difficult, God’s answer was often 
to send a baby into the world. Isaac, Moses, Samuel, Samson, John the Baptist, and of 
course Jesus were God's response to difficult times. Ultimately, Marilyn and I had five 
children, four boys and a girl. All five are serving in full-time Christian ministry, and 
now our grandchildren are sensing God’s call to ministry as well. 

When our first child, Richard, was born, I spent all night praying over him after 
we brought him home from the hospital. I believed that God had given him to us for 
a particular purpose. I sensed God wanted to use him in Christian ministry when he 
grew up. I also knew that being raised in a pastor’s home, he would feel pressure from 
some people to simply follow in his father’s footsteps. I never told him what I thought 
God wanted him to do. Instead, I prayed and asked God to show me how to raise 
Richard so he would have a heart to know and do God’s will. There were some difficult 
times along the way. Richard experienced serious health problems as a child. During his 
teen years he had to decide if he would go God’s way or the world’s. When he entered 
the university, he began to prepare to be a high-school social-studies teacher. Believing 
that he was running from God’s will, I prayed and sought to help Richard enter a walk 
with God in which he would obey what God told him. 

Halfway through his freshman year in college, I noticed Richard walking down 
the aisle of the church auditorium during the altar call. In tears he explained to me that 
he knew God was calling him into Christian ministry and that he had been running 
from God. He didn’t want to be a pastor just because his dad was or because everyone 
expected him to be, but he would resist no longer. For the first time I told my oldest 


Our greatest single 
contribution to God’s 
kingdom is teaching 
our children to watch 

to see where God is 
at work around them 

and then join Him. 
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Q Isaac 
Genesis 17:19 
Q Joseph 
Genesis 37:5-11 
Q Moses 
Exodus 2:1-10; 
3:9-10 
U Samson 
Judges 13:1-5 
Q Samuel 
1 Samuel 1:11; 
3:19-21 
ü David 
1 Samuel 16:1, 
11-13 
U Jeremiah 
Jeremiah 1:4-10 
Q John the Baptist 
Luke 1:13-17 


son I had known all his life that God was calling him into ministry. With a startled look, 
he asked, “Well if you have known for so long, why didn’t you tell me?” 

“I wanted you to hear it from God first” I replied. Today Richard is the president 
of my ministry! Likewise, God gave us opportunities in each of our children’s lives to 
help them walk with God so they would not miss anything God intended to do in 
their lives. Scripture indicates: 


Sons are indeed a heritage from the LORD, 
offspring, a reward. 
Like arrows in the hand of a warrior 
are the sons born in one’s youth. 
Happy is the man 
who has filled his quiver with them. 
They will never be put to shame 
when they speak with their enemies at the city gate (Ps. 127:3-5). 


Not everyone will be married or have children. For those to whom God entrusts 
them, children are a special assignment as well as a reward from the Lord. Wise parents 
understand that God has a special purpose for each child He gives to them, and they 
should carefully watch to see where God is at work in their lives. 


Notice some of the unique purposes God had for children in the 
Bible. Choose two or more of the people listed in the margin and 
read the Scriptures under their names. Write their names below 
and God’s purpose for their lives. 

R 
2 


Although it is true that these biblical characters had unique assignments, God has a 
purpose for each person He creates. The psalmist described this truth about himself. 


Read Psalm 139:13-17 below and underline words that describe when 
God determined a purpose for the days “planned before a single one 
of them began” for the psalmist. 


For it was you who created my inward parts; 
you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
I will praise you because I have been remarkably and wondrously made. 
Your works are wondrous, 
and I know this very well. 
My bones were not hidden from you 
when I was made in secret, 
when I was formed in the depths of the earth. 
Your eyes saw me when I was formless; 
all my days were written in your book and planned 
before a single one of them began. 
God, how precious your thoughts are to me; 
how vast their sum is! (Ps. 139:13-17). 


God has a unique purpose for each life. As He did for the psalmist, God determines 
that purpose before we are born. Just as God intended for Jeremiah to be His prophet 
before he was born, God has purposes for each of us. The apostle Paul identified one 
of God’s eternal purposes for every person: “Those he foreknew he also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of his Son, so that he would be the firstborn among many 
brothers and sisters. And those he predestined, he also called; and those he called, he 
also justified; and those he justified, he also glorified” (Rom. 8:29-30). 


& How can you help your children respond to this purpose for their life? 


God’s eternal purpose for each of your children is that they be conformed to the 
image of Christ. If they are willing and responsive, God will draw each of your chil- 
dren into a unique love relationship with Him. He will speak to your children and 
will use the circumstances in their lives to fashion them into Christlikeness. There are 
several ways you can join in God’s activity in your children’s lives: 


1. Pray with and for your children. Prayer is not primarily for us to tell God what 
we want Him to do for our children. It is for God to adjust our lives so we can be 
God’s instrument in their lives. We don’t always know what is best for our kids. We 
aren’t aware of all they experience at school. We don’t see all the temptations, criti- 
cisms, threats, or pressures they undergo. God does not make our children immune to 
difficulty, but He alerts parents so they can be God’s spokesperson when their children 
need to respond to the circumstances in their lives. God also knows what the potential 
of each child is when placed in His hand. As much as we love our children, we can’t 
begin to imagine all God has in His heart for them (see 1 Cor. 2:9). That is why we 
rob our children if we merely seek to have them meet our expectations. We need to 
be on God’s agenda for our kids’ lives so they can experience the abundant life God 
intends for them (see John 10:10). 


List your children’s names on the following lines and take a few minutes 
to pray for each one. Beside each one write the primary prayer you 
are praying for him or her. Use the margin if you need more space. 


2. Talk with your children about God’s activity. Parents talk to their children about 
numerous things, but no topic is as important as discussing God's activity in their lives. 
Deuteronomy 6:6-9,20-25 instructs parents to regularly talk with their children about 
God’s activity. Parents should rehearse with their children God’s acts throughout their 
family history. Parents ought to recount to their children how they met Christ person- 
ally, how God led them to be married, how God guided them in their careers, how 
God led them to their church, and how God has walked with them through the years. 
Parents should point out to their children God’s ongoing activity in their lives so they 
learn to recognize God’s activity for themselves. 


In the margin, write two or more spiritual markers or ways God has 
worked in your life (or in your lives as parents) that you could share 
with your children. Watch for a time this week when you could tell 
them about God’s activity in your life. 
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1 Corinthians 2:9 


“No eye has seen, 
no ear has heard, 
and no human heart has 
conceived —God has 
prepared these things for 
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John 10:10 


“| have come so that they 
may have life and have it in 
abundance” (NKJV). 
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their parents. 


As Marilyn and I raised our children, we constantly pointed out God’s activity to 
them. When God provided for a financial need we faced, we were careful to give God 
the glory before our children. When God answered our prayers, we would help them 
see the connection between what we prayed and what happened next. As a result, 
walking with God daily became a natural part of our children’s lives. 

I also learned to ask my children God-centered questions. Instead of “What would 
you like to be when you grow up?” I would ask, “What do you sense that God wants 
you to do?” When my children came to me with a question, they learned to expect me 
to point them to God:“What do you think God wants you to do?” was my usual reply. 
If I had merely given my children my opinion every time they came to me for advice, 
they would have learned to come to me for answers instead of to God. I wanted my 
kids to learn to put their trust in God, not their parents. As my children grew older, 
I regularly asked them, “What has God taught you lately?” Those times provided rich 
Opportunities to discuss important issues with them. A great resource is a book by my 
two oldest sons, “Experiencing God at Home.” 


What is one thing you could do that would help your children 
recognize God’s activity in their life? 


3. Minister with your children. One of the greatest joys we had as parents was minister- 
ing alongside our children. We often invited people to our home, and through those 
times our children learned to care for others. When I was a pastor, I would often 
take one of our children with me when I spoke at one of our mission churches. At 
times I would take one of them to visit a widow or someone in the hospital. Our 
kids served in Vacation Bible School and youth camps. 

I know families who go on mission trips together every year. Some families 
openly discuss their family budgets and decide as a family what causes beyond the 
support of their local church they will contribute to that year. Many of history’s 
greatest missionaries and ministers were taught as children to be on mission with God. 


7) From the following list, identify a ministry activity (or write your 
own) in which you can and will participate with one or more of your 
children. Better yet, let your children help you decide on a project. 

U Visit someone in a nursing home or a hospital or a shut-in at home. 

U Assist a widow or a senior adult with yard work or home repairs. 

U Serve a meal in a local rescue mission or homeless shelter. 

Participate in a mission trip or local mission project. 

U Train for and participate in disaster relief. 

U Spend a family vacation going on a family mission trip. 

U Identify a family with children similar in ages to yours, that needs encour- 

agement. Invite them to your home for a meal and minister to them as a 
family. 


U Prepare and deliver a meal to a grieving family or someone who has re- 
cently returned from the hospital. 


Q Other: 


As my kids have grown older, I have had the privilege of speaking and writing with all 
five of them. In recent years I have spoken in conferences with my son Richard and all 
three of his children. Three generations of Blackabys all ministering together. What a 
delight! It is important to model for our children how to join God’s activity. When we 
heard of a new opportunity for ministry God had given, we shared it with our children 
and asked them what they thought God wanted us to do in response. As our children 
grew older, they recognized God at work around our family and suggested ways they 
thought our family should become involved. As Marilyn and I have watched our chil- 
dren and grandchildren mature, we have realized our greatest single contribution to 
God’s kingdom is teaching our children to watch to see where God is at work around 
them and then to join Him. 


8) Describe a time when your family ministered together. If necessary, 
complete one of the suggestions in activity 7 and record it below. 
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SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


Pray with and 
for your children. 


Talk with your children 
about God’s activity. 


Minister with your children. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


EXPERIENCING GOD 
IN THE MARKETPLACE 


For too long Christians have assumed God’ activity generally occurs at a church build- 
ing on weekends. In reality, throughout Scripture God was continually at work in the 
marketplace. When God launched His great work to bring salvation to all humanity, 
He called Abraham, one of the most successful businessmen of his day (see Gen. 24:35). 
Abraham’s son Isaac also prospered in the marketplace (see Gen. 26:12-14). Like- 
wise, Isaac’s son Jacob became wealthy through his business acumen (see Gen. 30:43). 
Joseph served God not as a preacher or a missionary but as government official (see 
Gen. 41:37-57). Moses had a profound encounter with God while working as a shep- 
herd (see Ex. 3:1-6). Elisha was invited to join God’s activity while plowing a field (see 
1 Kings 19:19-21). Amos declared that he was not a prophet or the son of a prophet 


Why was so much 
of God's activity 
accomplished in 
the marketplace? 
Because that is 

where people lived 

throughout the week. 
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but a sheep breeder and a tender of sycamore trees (see Amos 7:14). Daniel served God 
as a government official. 

Jesus was trained as a carpenter. When He called the 12 people who would walk 
with Him as His disciples, He called fishermen (see Mark 1:16-20), a tax collector (see 
Mark 2:14), and other career people. I believe one reason Jesus called businesspeople 
is that they were not intimidated by the world. They lived and thrived in the market- 
place. Once these businesspeople had experienced life-transforming encounters with 
Jesus, they were prepared to turn their world upside down! Joseph of Arimathea was 
a businessman who, though fearing the religious leaders, had the courage to approach 
the Roman leader Pilate for Jesus’ body (see Mark 15:42-43;John 19:38). Lydia, a busi- 
nessperson, was a key member of the church in Philippi (see Acts 16:14-15). Two of 
the apostle Paul’s supporters in his church-planting ministry were Aquila and Priscilla, 
also businesspeople (see Acts 18:1-2). 


Vy List skills God has placed in your life such as entrepreneurship, 
management, accounting, graphic design, IT, nursing, teaching that 
God might use for His kingdom. 


What platform has God granted you, such as manager, teacher, 
author, doctor, business owner that God might use for His kingdom? 


a> 


Church on Why was so much of God’s activity accomplished in the marketplace? Because that is 
Sunday provi des where people lived throughout the week. The same is true for believers today. Church 
‘ services provide an opportunity for the saints to be equipped for their mission work 
an opportunity throughout the week at their job sites. 
for the saints to 
be equipped for @ Read Ephesians 4:11-12 in the margin and match the persons 


: ae on the left with the task assigned to them in the body of Christ. 
their mission 


— 1. Apostles and prophets a. Equip others for works of service 
work throughout — 2. God’s people (members) b. Perform works of service to build 
the week at — 3. Evangelists, pastors, teachers up the body of Christ 


their job sites. One of the greatest movements of God I am seeing today is His work in the market- 


place. I work with a group of Christian CEOs of some of America’s largest companies. 
These men and women have realized God has placed them in their positions for 


Ephesians 4:11-12 a purpose. These business leaders impact the lives of tens of thousands of employ- 


“And he himself gave some to ees. They control huge advertising budgets. They have access to world leaders that 
be apostles, some prophets, missionaries do not. One businessman’s company produced power plants. He provided 
some evangelists, some one free to a village in Africa on the condition that he could tell the villagers why 
pastors and teachers, to he was helping them. By the time the power was turned on in that village, the chief 
equip the saints for the work and almost all the people had become believers. Another CEO gives Bibles to world 
of ministry, to build up the leaders as gifts when he visits their country on business. 
body of Christ.” Many people are discovering that God has placed them in their companies so 


they can be witnesses to their colleagues as well as to customers. I could tell you 
numerous stories of people who led their colleagues to faith in Christ. I know business 
#2 answers: l-a, 2-b, 3-a leaders who lead Bible studies for their staff during the lunch hour. Some physicians 
pray with and share Christ with patients. Many of the people who meet Christ in the 
workplace would never have dreamed of visiting a church on the weekend, so Christ 
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sends His servants to job sites where they encounter people who need to hear about 
Him. I believe churches ought to have commissioning services for those who go into 
the marketplace every Monday morning in the same way we pray over missionaries 
who travel to other countries to share the gospel. 


If your church had commissioning services of marketplace missionar- 
ies (members who are on mission with God in their workplaces) what 
are some of the groups you might commission? Check groups that 
are most numerous in your church. 


Q) schoolteachers Q salespersons Q medical professionals 

U factory workers Q pilots U service professionals 

Q) accountants Q lawyers U government leaders 

Q artists U flight attendants Q business executives, CEOs 
Ü media personnel U firefighters Q law-enforcement personnel 
U bankers Q ride share drivers IT personnel 

U scientists Q engineers Q mechanics 

U farmers L) judges Q entertainers 

Others: 


God is at work among businesspeople around the world. Many of their hearts are 
restless as they realize that reaching the top of the corporate ladder or achieving their 
financial goals does not bring the peace and contentment they have sought. 

One businessman was at work when the Holy Spirit drew his attention to a 
particular colleague. Although the Christian did not know the other man well, he 
felt impressed to ask to have lunch with him. Over lunch the man confessed that just 
that morning he had left his wife. Before that day was over, the Christian had led his 
troubled coworker to place his trust in Christ and to be restored to his wife. 

As a salesman made the rounds in his community, the Lord drew his attention to 
a house for sale. A few weeks later he noticed a moving van in the driveway of that 
house. Two weeks later he spied a wheelchair ramp being installed to the front door. 
Every time this Christian drove by that home, he felt the Spirit nudging him to find 
out who lived there. Finally one day as he drove by, he strongly felt that he should stop 
and visit the person living there, so he approached the house and rang the doorbell. 
The house was not far from his church, so he decided to invite the stranger to his 
church. He was met by a disabled man with a bitter, lonely story. He was deeply grate- 
ful someone had cared enough to come by. The man said he had noticed the church 
and wondered whether its people were friendly. Now he knew. 

Other businesspeople have discovered that God has granted them prosper- 
ity so they can invest their wealth in the kingdom of God. Suddenly, rather than 
being absorbed in their work, these men and women have found that a new world 
of God’s activity in His kingdom has opened to them. Some have begun using their 
resources to build church buildings around the world. Others have invested in Bible 
colleges and seminaries that are training people for Christian ministry. Others have 
supported orphanages and ministries to those suffering from hunger and disease. Jesus 
commanded those who would be His followers, “Seek first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness, and all these things will be provided for you” (Matt. 6:33). This 
command is not just for people in full-time Christian ministry. Jesus expects every 
disciple to make his or her first priority to be the building of God’s kingdom. 


UNIT 12 


a> 


| believe churches 
ought to have 
commissioning 
services for those 
who go into the 
marketplace every 
Monday morning 
in the same way 
we pray over 
missionaries who 
travel to other 
countries to share 
the gospel. 


263 


EXPERIENCING GOD 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


One of the greatest move- 
ments of God | am seeing 
today is His work in the 
marketplace. 


| believe churches ought 
to have commissioning 
services for those who go 
into the marketplace every 
Monday morning 


“Seek first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness.” 


Pray, asking the Lord to open your eyes and touch your mind and 
heart with ways you can serve Him on mission in your workplace 
or through the platform and resources your work provides. Consider 
(but don’t be limited to) some of the following. 

U Seek justice, alleviate human suffering, and minister to people in need 

Q Share the good news about Christ with coworkers, vendors, and/or customers 
Q Invest financial resources in Kingdom work 

U Demonstrate holiness and love to those who need an example of Christlikeness 
U Pray for God’s work in the lives of others 

U Provide a listening ear and wise counsel to people facing problems 

Q Influence leaders and governments for Kingdom causes 


Ü Use your expertise to serve churches, ministries, or mission enterprises 
U Lead a Bible study or a discipleship class at lunch or before or after work 
Others: 


Pray a prayer of dedication of your skills, platform, resources, and 
influence for the building and expanding of God’s kingdom. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 


What was the most meaningful state- | Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 


This course should 
be only the starting 
point for a whole 
new adventure in 
following Christ daily. 
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Two persons were walking together on their way to Emmaus, a town roughly seven miles from 
Jerusalem (see Luke 24:13-35). They were discouraged. They had chosen to follow Jesus, and 
were excited about all He was doing and teaching. Then Jesus had been cruelly taken from 
them. Now they were bewildered, not knowing what to do next. Suddenly a stranger joined 
them and asked what they were talking about. They explained what had happened and that 
they could no longer follow Jesus as they had intended. Over the next few miles the stranger 
explained to them that the events surrounding Jesus’ death were not the end but the beginning 
of an exciting new opportunity to walk daily with the Son of God. Rather than being taken 
from them, Jesus was now closer to them than they could have imagined! 

Many people who study Experiencing God feel a letdown when they finish the 
course and stop meeting regularly with their small group. Many tell us they hated 
coming to the end of the course because they feared their Christian life might go back 


to the way it was before. Let me encourage you by saying that this does not need to be 
the case. Your encounter with Christ through this material has not been an end but a 
beginning. I pray God has shown you how you can experience a love relationship with 
Him that is real and fresh every day. I trust that you have been challenged to watch to see 
where God is at work and then to join Him. I hope you have made the adjustments in 
your life that God has asked for and are now obeying everything He has told you to do. 
But all of this is only the beginning! God wants you to know and experience more of 
Him. He wants you to understand new truths that will set you free (see John 8:32). There 
is far more of God’s nature, His purposes, and His ways that He wants to reveal to you. 
This course should be only the starting point for a whole new adventure in following 
Christ daily. As you prepare to move to the next stage in your walk with God, consider 
adopting a few practices that will help you to continue going deeper with your Lord. 


1. Stay immersed in God’s Word. Remember God’ instruction to Joshua: “This book 
of instruction must not depart from your mouth; you are to meditate on it day and 
night so that you may carefully observe everything written in it” (Josh. 1:8). Make it 
your habit to read God’s Word daily. God has many more truths to reveal to you if 
you will give Him the opportunity. A resource many have found helpful is: Henry and 
Richard Blackaby’s Experiencing God: Day by Day. 


In the margin, write down your current plan to stay immersed in 
Scripture study and memorization after this study is over. 


2. Remain intimately involved with a church family that will love and nurture you. 
Hebrews urges us: “not neglecting to gather together, as some are in the habit of 
doing, but encouraging each other, and all the more as you see the day approaching.” 
(Heb. 10:25). God made us interdependent on one another. You cannot experience all 
God has for you apart from the rest of the body of Christ. 


What do you sense you should do next to stay connected in the 
body of Christ? 


3. Pray regularly. Daniel made it a habit to pray three times daily (see Dan. 6:10). As 
a result, he had a powerful prayer life in which God spoke to him and answered him 
the moment he began praying (see Dan. 9:23). One of the best ways to prevent your 
heart from growing cold is to regularly talk with God. As you commune with Him, 
you will keep your focus on Him and be reminded that you are to follow Him daily. 


Pause now to pray. Ask the Lord to cultivate in you an intimate, 
consistent communion with Him. 


4. Strive to keep your vows to God. Ecclesiastes warns, “When you make a vow to God, 
don’t delay fulfilling it, because he does not delight in fools. Fulfill what you vow. Better 
that you do not vow than that you vow and not fulfill it” (Eccl. 5:4-5). 


Review your spiritual journal or the daily-review activities in this 
book. On separate paper make a list of commitments you have made 
to God. Keep that list in your Bible where you can review it regularly. 


UNIT 12 


To learn about other discipleship 
courses that are available, go to 
lifeway.com 


Daniel 6:10 


“Three times a day he got 


down on his knees, prayed, 
and gave thanks to his God.” 


Daniel 9:23 


“At the beginning of your 


petitions an answer went out, 
and | have come to give it, 
for you are treasured by God.” 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


Remember that God takes our promises to Him extremely seriously. Be diligent to 
follow through with everything you promised God you would do. Remember, a good 
aw intention is not the same as obedience. There are no substitutes for obedience! 


There are 5. Take time to process what God has said to you or done in your life through this course. 

no substitutes for God may have spoken to you many times over the past weeks. If you do not let this 

à material soak into your heart and life, however, it may be like the seed that fell on stony 

obedience! ground and was soon taken away (see Matt. 13:20-21). Processing God’s Word means 

allowing God to explain and apply all He has said to you. It is not enough to agree with 
what God said in your mind. You must also apply God’s Word in your heart and life. 

If, for instance, God spoke to you about forgiveness, it is not enough to believe in 
forgiveness. You must ask God to examine your heart and relationships to see if you 
have not truly forgiven someone. If God reveals someone to you, ask Him to show 
you what action you must take to be reconciled. Don’t treat God’s truth as merely a 
doctrine to be believed but as a reality that must be lived and experienced. If there are 
special truths God revealed to you during this study, don’t let them be lost when you put 
1. Stay immersed this book on your bookshelf and go on to your next study. Identify all the truths God 
in God's Word. revealed to you and meditate on them until you are assured that you understand and are 

experiencing everything God intended when He revealed them to you. 


SUMMARY 


STATEMENTS 


5) Review the most meaningful statements or Scriptures you listed at the 
end of each day in this study. Which one has had the most profound 
impact on your thinking, your actions, or your life? 


3. Pray regularly. 


As you come to the end of this course, take a moment to write on 
separate paper a prayer of commitment to the Lord. Tell Him how 
you intend, with His help, to walk with Him in the coming days. 


5. Take time to process what Sign and date your prayer so you can return to it in years to come. 
God has said to you or 
done in your life through I am so glad you chose to take this course and to study it right until the end. I trust 
this course. that God will honor your faithfulness and will bring you into an ever-deepening walk 


with Him as you continue to experience God. 


Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following. 
What was the most meaningful state- Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do 
_ ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s study? 
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UNIT 12 


EXPERIENCING GOD IN YOUR DAILY LIFE 


VIDEO TEACHING NOTES 


1. This study is a way of living every day where you open your eyes to see what 
God is doing all around you. 

2.You don’t just want to be aware of what God is doing in your life but also in the 
lives of others around you. 

3.When you experience God, it’s always for a purpose. 

4. Experiencing God is about reorienting your life to the activity of God 
all around you. 


YOUR NOTES 


UNIT REVIEW 


Find a partner. Using the key words below, state in your own words the 
seven realities of experiencing God. Alternate statements: you state 1, 3, 5, 
and 7, and your partner states 2, 4, and 6. If time permits, swap assignments 
and state the other realities you did not state the first time. 

e First person: (1) God’s work, (3) invitation, (5) crisis of belief, (7) obey 

e Second person: (2) relationship, (4) God speaks, (6) adjust 


Check your answers, using the pages cited in parentheses. 


Scriptures 
Referenced 


Luke 1:5-25 
Mark 8:18 


Sharing Time 


e How you would 
evaluate your intimacy 
with God (activity 2, 
p. 250) 

e What you sense you 
should do next (activ- 
ity 2, p. 265) 

e One of the most 
meaningful statements 
or Scriptures from 
this unit’s lessons and 
your prayer response 
to God. Choose one 
from pages 252, 257, 
261, and 264. 


Streamable session 
videos are included 
with the purchase price 
of this book. Look for 
your access code on the 
insert attached in the 
back of this book. 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


NAMES, TITLES, AND DESCRIPTIONS OF GOD 


The following are representative names, 
titles, and descriptions of God found in 

the New International Version of the Bible. 
At least one Bible reference is provided for 
each name. 


FATHER 


A faithful God (Deut. 32:4) 

A forgiving God (Neh. 9:17) 

A fortress of salvation (Ps. 28:8) 

A glorious crown (Isa. 28:5) 

A jealous and avenging God (Nah. 1:2) 

A Master in heaven (Col. 4:1) 

A refuge for his people (Joel 3:16) 

A refuge for the oppressed (Ps. 9:9) 

A refuge for the poor (Isa. 25:4) 

A sanctuary (Isa. 8:14) 

A shade from the heat (Isa. 25:4) 

A shelter from the storm (Isa. 25:4) 

A source of strength (Isa. 28:6) 

A stronghold in times of trouble (Ps. 9:9) 

An ever-present help in trouble (Ps. 46:1) 

Architect and builder (Heb. 11:10) 

Builder of everything (Heb. 3:4) 

Commander of the army of the LORD 
(Josh. 5:14) 

Creator of heaven and earth (Gen. 14:19) 

Defender of widows (Ps. 68:5) 

Eternal King (Jer. 10:10) 

Father (Isa. 9:6; 63:16; Matt. 5:16) 

Father of compassion (2 Cor. 1:3) 

Father of our spirits (Heb. 12:9) 

Father of the heavenly lights (Jas. 1:17) 

Father to the fatherless (Ps. 68:5) 

God (Gen. 1:2) 

God Almighty (El Shaddai; Gen. 17:1) 

God and Father of Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 1:3) 

God Most High (Gen. 14:18-22) 

God my Maker (Job 35:10) 

God my Rock (Ps. 42:9) 

God my Savior (Ps. 18:46; 27:9) 

God my stronghold (Ps. 144:2; 2 Sam. 22:3) 

God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob (Ex. 3:16) 

God of all comfort (2 Cor. 1:3) 

God of all mankind (Jer. 32:27) 

God of glory (Ps. 29:3) 

God of gods (Deut. 10:17; Ps. 136:2) 

God of grace (1 Pet. 5:10) 

God of peace (1 Thess. 5:23) 

God of retribution (Jer. 51:56) 

God of the living (Matt. 22:32) 

God of the spirits (Num. 16:22) 

God of truth (Ps. 31:5) 

God our Father (Col. 1:2) 

God our strength (Ps. 18:2) 

God over all the kingdoms (Dan. 4:17) 

God the Father (Col. 3:17) 

God who avenges me (Ps. 18:47; 94:1) 

God who relents from sending calamity 
(Joel 2:13) 

Great and awesome God (Deut. 7:21) 


Great and powerful God (Jer. 32:18) 

Great, mighty, awesome God (Deut. 10:17) 

He who blots out your transgressions 
(Isa. 43:25) 

He who comforts you (Isa. 66:13) 

He who forms the hearts of all (Ps. 33:15) 

He who raised Christ from the dead 
(Rom. 8:11) 

He who reveals His thoughts to man 
(Amos 4:13) 

Helper of the fatherless (Ps. 10:14) 

Him who is able to do more than all 
we ask or imagine (Eph. 3:20) 

Him who is able to keep you from falling 
(Jude 24) 

Him who is ready to judge the living 
and the dead (2 Tim. 4:1) 

Holy Father (John 17:11) 

Holy One (Rev. 16:5) 

Holy One among you (Hos. 11:9) 

IAM WHO I AM (Ex. 3:14) 

Jealous (Ex. 20:5) 

Judge of all the earth (Gen. 18:25) 

King of glory (Ps. 24:7-10) 

King of heaven (Dan. 4:37) 

Living and true God (1 Thess. 1:9) 

Lord Almighty (2 Cor. 6:18) 

Lord God Almighty (Rev. 4:8; 16:7; 21:22) 

LORD is Peace (Judg. 6:24) 

LORD Most High (Ps. 7:17) 

LORD is my Banner (Ex. 17:15) 

LORD my Rock (Ps. 28:1) 

LORD of all the earth (Mic. 4:13; 
Zech. 4:14) 

Lord of kings (Dan. 2:47) 

LORD our God (Deut. 1:6,10) 

LORD our Maker (Ps. 95:6) 

LORD who heals you (Ex. 15:26) 

LORD who is there (of Jerusalem; 
Ezek. 48:35) 

Lord who makes you holy (Heb. 2:11) 

LORD who strikes the blow (Ezek. 7:9) 

LORD will provide (Gen. 22:14) 

Love (1 John 4:8) 

Maker of all things (Eccl. 11:5; Jer. 10:16) 

Most High (Gen. 14:18-22) 

My advocate (Job 16:19) 

My Comforter in sorrow (Jer. 8:18) 

My confidence (Ps. 71:5) 

My helper (Ps. 118:7; Heb. 13:6) 

My hiding place (Ps. 32:7) 

My hope (Ps. 25:5,21) 

My light (Ps. 27:1) 

My mighty rock (Ps. 62:7) 

My refuge in times of trouble (Ps. 59:16) 

My song (Ex. 15:2) 

My strong deliverer (Ps. 140:7) 

My support (2 Sam. 22:19) 

One to be feared (1 Chron. 16:25) 

Only wise God (Rom. 16:27) 

Our dwelling place (Ps. 90:1) 

Our help and our shield (Ps. 33:20) 

Our judge (1 Sam. 24:15) 

Our lawgiver (Isa. 33:22) 


Our leader (2 Chron. 13:12) 

Our Mighty One (Isa. 33:21) 

Our Redeemer (Isa. 47:4: 63:16) 

Our refuge and strength (Ps. 46:1) 

Righteous Father (John 17:25) 

Rock of our salvation (Ps. 95:1) 

Shepherd (Ps. 23:1) 

Sovereign Lord (Acts 4:24) 

The Almighty (Gen. 49:25; Ruth 1:20) 

The compassionate and gracious God 
(Ex. 34:6) 

The Eternal God (Gen. 21:33) 

The consuming fire (Isa. 33:14) 

The everlasting God (Isa. 40:28) 

The exalted God (Mic. 6:6) 

The faithful God (Deut. 7:9) 

The gardener (husbandman; John 15:1) 

The glorious Father (Eph. 1:17) 

The glory of Israel (Mic. 1:15) 

The God who saves me (Ps. 88:1) 

The God who sees me (Gen. 16:13) 

The great King above all gods (Ps. 95:3) 

The just and mighty One (Job 34:17) 

The living Father (John 6:57) 

The Majestic Glory (2 Pet. 1:17) 

The Majesty in heaven (Heb. 1:3) 

The one who sustains me (Ps. 54:4) 

The only God (Jude 1:25) 

The potter (Jer. 18:6) 

The rock in whom I take refuge (Ps. 18:2) 

The spring of living water (Jer. 2:13) 

The strength of my heart (Ps. 73:26) 

The true God (1 Thess. 1:9) 

You who judge righteously and test 
the heart and mind (Jer. 11:20) 
You who love the people (Deut. 33:3) 

Your glory (Ps. 57:11) 
Your praise (Isa. 38:18; Ps. 71:8; 138:1) 
Your very great reward (Gen. 15:1) 


SON (JESUS) 


A Nazarene (Matt. 2:23; Mark 14:67) 
All (Col. 3:11) 
Alpha and Omega (Rev. 1:8) 
Anointed One (Acts 4:26; Ps. 2:2) 
Apostle and high priest (Heb. 3:1) 
Author and perfecter of our faith 
(Heb. 12:2) 
Author of life (Acts. 3:15) 
Author of their salvation (Heb. 2:10) 
Branch of the LORD (Isa. 4:2) 
Bread of God (John 6:33) 
Bread of life (John 6:48) 
Bridegroom (Luke 5:34-35) 
Chief cornerstone (Eph. 2:20) 
Chief Shepherd (1 Pet. 5:4) 
Chosen and precious cornerstone 
(1 Pet. 2:6) 
Christ Jesus my Lord (Phil. 3:8) 
Christ Jesus our hope (1 Tim. 1:1) 
Christ of God (Luke 9:20) 


Consolation of Israel (Luke 2:25) 

Crown of splendor (Isa. 62:3) 

Eternal life (1 John 5:20) 

Faithful and True (Rev. 19:11) 

Faithful and true witness (Rev. 3:14) 

First to rise from the dead (Acts 26:23) 

Firstborn from among the dead (Col. 1:18) 

Firstborn over all creation (Col. 1:15) 

Firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep 
(1 Cor. 15:20) 

Fragrant offering and sacrifice to God 
(Eph. 5:2) 

Friend of tax collectors and “sinners” 
(Matt. 11:19) 

God over all (Rom. 9:5) 

God’s Son (John 11:4) 

Great high priest (Heb. 4:14) 

Great light (Matt. 4:16) 

Great Shepherd of the sheep (Heb. 13:20) 

Guarantee of a better covenant (Heb. 7:22) 

He who comes down from heaven and 
gives life to the world (John 6:33) 

He who searches hearts and minds 
(Rev. 2:23) 

Head of every man (1 Cor. 11:3) 

Head of the body, the church (Col. 1:18) 

Head of the church (Eph. 5:23) 

Head over every power and authority 
(Col. 2:10) 

Heir of all things (Heb. 1:2) 

Him ... who died and came to life again 
(Rev. 2:8) 

Him who loves us and has freed us 
from our sins (Rev. 1:5) 

His one and only Son (1 John 4:9) 

Holy and Righteous One (Acts 3:14) 

Holy One of God (John 6:69) 

Holy servant Jesus (Acts 4:27,30) 

Hope of Israel (Jer. 17:13) 

Horn of salvation (Luke 1:69) 

Image of the invisible God (Col. 1:15) 

Immanuel (God with us; Matt. 1:23) 

Indescribable gift (2 Cor. 9:15) 

Jesus (Matt. 1:21) 

Jesus Christ (John 1:17) 

Jesus Christ our Lord (Rom. 1:4; 5:21) 

Jesus Christ our Savior (Titus 3:6) 

Jesus of Nazareth (Mark 1:24; Matt. 26:71) 

Judge of the living and the dead 
(Acts 10:42) 

KING OF KINGS (Rev. 19:16) 

King of the ages (Rev. 15:3) 

Lamb of God (John 1:29; 1:36) 

Light for revelation to the Gentiles 
(Luke 2:32) 

Light of men (John 1:4) 

Light of the world (John 8:12) 

Living bread that came down from heaven 

(John 6:51) 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (2 Pet 3:18) 

Lord (Kurios; Josh. 3:11,13) 

Lord of glory (1 Cor. 2:8) 

LORD OF LORDS (Rev. 19:16) 

Lord of peace (2 Thess. 3:16) 


NAMES, TITLES, AND DESCRIPTIONS OF GOD 


Lord of the harvest (Matt. 9:38) 
Lord of the Sabbath (Matt. 12:8) 
Lord (Rabboni; John 20:16) 
Man accredited by God (Acts 2:22) 
Man of sorrows (Isa. 53:3) 
Master (Luke 8:24; 9:33; Col. 4:1) 
Mediator of a new covenant 
(Heb. 9:15; 12:24) 
Merciful and faithful high priest (Heb. 2:17) 
Messenger of the covenant (Mal. 3:1) 
Messiah (John 1:41) 
Morning star (Rev. 2:28) 
My friend (Jer. 3:4) 
My intercessor (Job 16:20) 
One who makes men holy (Heb. 2:11) 
One who speaks to the Father in our 
defense (1 John 2:1) 
One who will arise to rule over the 
nations (Rom. 15:12) 
Our glorious Lord Jesus Christ (Jas. 2:1) 
Our God and Savior Jesus Christ 
(2 Pet. 1:1) 
Our only Sovereign and Lord (Jude 1:4) 
Our Passover lamb (1 Cor. 5:7) 
Our peace (Eph. 2:14) 
Our righteousness, holiness and 
redemption (1 Cor. 1:30) 
Physician (Luke 4:23) 
Prince and Savior (Acts 5:31) 
Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6) 
Prince of princes (Dan. 8:25) 
Prince of the hosts (Dan. 8:11) 
Ransom for all men (1 Tim. 2:6) 
Refiner and purifier (Mal. 3:3) 
Resurrection and the life (john 11:25) 
Righteous Judge (2 Tim. 4:8) 
Righteous One (Acts 3:14; 7:52) 
Rock eternal (rock of ages; Isa. 26:4) 
Ruler of God’s creation (Rev. 3:14) 
Ruler of the kings of the earth (Rev. 1:5) 
Savior of the world (John 4:42) 
Second man (1 Cor. 15:47) 
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls 
(1 Pet. 2:25) 
Son of Man (John 3:13-14; 5:27; 6:27) 
Son of the Blessed One (Mark 14:61) 
Son of the living God (Matt. 16:16) 
Son of the Most High God (Luke 8:28) 
Source of eternal salvation (Heb. 5:9) 
Sure foundation (Isa. 33:6) 
Teacher (Matt. 23:10) 
The Amen (2 Cor. 1:20) 
The Beginning and the End (Rev. 21:6) 
The bright Morning Star (Rev. 22:16) 
The exact representation of His (God’s) 
being (Heb. 1:3) 
The First and the Last (Rev. 1:17) 
The gate (door; John 10:7,9) 
The good shepherd (John 10:11) 
The Head (Eph. 4:15; Col. 2:19) 
The last Adam (1 Cor. 15:45) 
The life (John 14:6) 
The Living One (Rev. 1:18) 
The living Stone (1 Pet. 2:4) 


The LORD Our Righteousness (Jer. 23:6) 

The man from heaven (1 Cor. 15:49) 

The man Christ Jesus (1 Tim. 2:5) 

The most holy (Dan. 9:24) 

The One and Only (John 1:14,18) 

The only God our Savior (Jude 1:25) 

The radiance of God’s glory (Heb. 1:3) 

The rising of the sun (Isa. 59:19) 

The stone the builders rejected (1 Pet. 2:7) 

The testimony given in its proper time 
(1 Tim. 2:6) 

The true light (John 1:9) 

The true vine (John 15:1) 

The truth (John 14.6) 

The way (John 14:6) 

The Word (logos; John 1:1) 

True bread from heaven (John 6:32) 

Wisdom from God (1 Cor. 1:30) 

Wonderful Counselor (Isa. 9:6) 

Word of God (Rev. 19:13) 

Word of life (1 John 1:1) 

Your life (Col. 3:3) 

Your salvation (Isa. 30:15; Eph. 1:13) 


HOLY SPIRIT 


A deposit (earnest; 2 Cor. 5:5)) 
Another Counselor (John 14:16,26) 
Breath of the Almighty (Job 32:8) 
Holy One (1 John 2:20) 
Holy Spirit (john 1:33) 
Holy Spirit of God (Eph. 4:30) 
Seal (2 Cor. 1:22) 
Spirit of Christ (1 Pet. 1:11) 
Spirit of counsel and of power (Isa 11:2) 
Spirit of faith (2 Cor. 4:13) 
Spirit of fire (Isa. 4:4) 
Spirit of glory (1 Pet. 4:14) 
Spirit of grace and supplication 
(Zech. 12:10) 
Spirit of his Son (Gal. 4:6) 
Spirit of holiness (Rom. 1:4) 
Spirit of Jesus Christ (Phil. 1:19) 
Spirit of judgment (Isa. 4:4) 
Spirit of justice (Isa. 28:6) 
Spirit of knowledge and of the fear 
of the LORD (Isa. 11:2) 
Spirit of life (Rom. 8:2) 
Spirit of our God (1 Cor. 6:11) 
Spirit of sonship (adoption (Rom. 8:15) 
Spirit of the living God (2 Cor. 3:3) 
Spirit of the LORD (Isa. 63:14; Luke 4:18) 
Spirit of the Sovereign LORD (Isa. 61:1) 
Spirit of truth (John 14:17; 1 John 4:6) 
Spirit of wisdom and of understanding 
(Isa. 11:2) 
Spirit of wisdom and revelation (Eph. 1:17) 
The gift (Acts 2:38; 10:45) 
The promised Holy Spirit (Acts 2:33) 
The same gift (Acts 11:17) 
Voice of the Almighty (Ezek. 1:24) 
Voice of the LORD (Hag. 1:12; Isa. 30:31) 
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EXPERIENCING GOD 


EXPERIENCING 


GOD 


Group Covenant 


I, 

covenant with my Experiencing God group to do the following. 

1. Complete the study of the Experiencing God workbook each week before the group session. 

2. Pray regularly for my fellow group members. 

3. Participate in all group sessions unless urgent circumstances beyond my control prevent my attendance. 
When unable to attend, I will make up the session at the earliest possible time with the group leader 
or with the assigned group member. 

4. Participate openly and honestly in the group sessions. 

5. Keep confidential any personal matters shared by others in the group. 

6. Be patient with my Christian brothers and sisters and my church as God works in us all to make us 
what He wants us to be. I will trust God to convince others of His will. I will not try to manipulate 
or pressure others to do what I think is best. I will simply bear witness of what I sense that God may 


be saying to us and watch to see how the Spirit uses that witness. 


7. Pray at least weekly for my pastor and my church. 


Others: 


Signature Date 


Experiencing God Group Members 


270 


aw 


KEEPING A SPIRITUAL JOURNAL 


Throughout this course you will have experiences in your 
spiritual life that you will want to record for later reference. 
When God speaks to you, write down what He says. You 
will also have opportunities to pray specifically for members 
of your group and for your church. 

You will need a notebook for creating your spiritual 
journal. Assignments in the notebook will fall into four 
general categories. You may choose to create other cate- 
gories if you want to, but sections in your journal should 
include at least the following. 


1. TESTIMONIES. This section is for diary accounts of what 
God is doing in, around, and through your life and what 
you have learned about Him, His purposes, and His ways. 


2. DAILY REVIEW. At the end of each day’s work, you will 
be asked to review the lesson, identify the most mean- 
ingful statement or Scripture, and then respond to God. 
The daily-review section of your journal provides extra 
space for you to record summaries of what God is saying 
to you through His Word, prayer, circumstances, and the 
church. It can also include summaries of adjustments 
that you sense God wants you to make, directions that 
you sense God is calling you to follow, steps of obedi- 
ence God is calling for, and other responses God may be 
calling you to make to Him. 


3. WEEKLY REVIEW. Keeping a spiritual journal will help 
you remember the important things God says to you 
and the things He does in your life. Use the following 
questions to review God’s activity in your life each week 
during this course of study. You need to respond only to 
the questions that apply to what God has done or revealed. 
e What has God revealed to you about Himself? (His 

name, His character, His nature) 

e What has God revealed to you about His purposes? 
(His will, His plans, His desires, His activity around you, 
His assignment to you, His goals, His objectives) 

e What has God revealed to you about His ways? (How 
He acts, what He does, how He responds in given 
circumstances, the kind of persons He uses, the ways 
He involves persons in His work, the ways He accom- 
plishes His purposes) 


* What has God done in your life or through your life 
that has caused you to experience His presence? 

e What Scriptures has God used to speak to you about 
Himself, His purposes, or His ways? 

e What particular person or concern has God given you 
a burden to pray for? What has He guided you to pray 
for this person or concern? 

e What has God done through circumstances that has 
given you a sense of His timing or direction about any 
aspect of His will? 

e What word of guidance or truth do you sense that 
God has spoken to you through another believer? 

e What adjustment is God leading you to make in 
your life? 

e What acts of obedience have you taken this week? 

e What acts of obedience do you know God wants you 
to take? 


. SPIRITUAL MARKERS. The times God clearly spoke 


to you that are recorded in your spiritual journal can 
become spiritual markers in your life. Go back and 
review your journal six months, one year, and two years 
later. Observe ways God has been faithful to do what He 
promised. Examine whether you have been faithful to 
obey what you knew God was telling you to do. It can 
be rewarding to see how much you have grown spiritu- 
ally since you wrote in your journal in times past. When 
you face times of transition in your life, what God said 
to you in your journal can also provide clear direction 
for you as you make decisions today. 


. PRAYER REQUESTS. You will use this section in each 


group session to record prayer requests and answers to 
prayer for individuals and your church. Put a date on 
the prayer requests as you record them. Then be sure to 
go back and put the date beside the concern when God 
answers. This practice will enable you to praise God for 
answered prayer. It can be divided to include requests 
such as the following. 

* Personal requests 

e Requests for group members 

e Requests for your church 

e Other special requests 
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The questions we all ask. 


Is it possible to know God? Can | hear from Him? What does 
God want me to do? This Bible study has helped millions of 
believers get answers to those questions. 


This classic study by Henry, Richard and Mike Blackaby, and 
Claude V. King has shown believers how to know God intimately and 
has encouraged them to step out in faith and join Him in His work— 
with miraculous results. 


This revised version is set to inspire a new generation to even greater 
feats. The updated study contains the same powerful message as 
the first, along with new applications, examples, and testimonies. 


This Bible study is designed to help you in many ways: 


Recognize God’s activity around you. 
Adjust your life to God and His ways. 
Identify what God wants to do through you. 
Respond to God’s activity in your life. 


God has more work to do. Will you join Him? 


ADDITIONAL 
RESOURCES 


VIDEO CONTENT 
Streamable session 

videos are included with 
the purchase price of this 
book. Look for your access 
code on the attached insert. 


EXPERIENCING GOD 
LEADER GUIDE 

Includes discussion content 
and step-by-step guidance 
for all 13 sessions 


Leader Guide 
005836246 $7.99 


DIGITAL CONTENT 

eBooks, audio 

downloads, and video 
teaching sessions 

are available at 
lifeway.com/experiencinggod 
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“Now without faith it is impossible to please 
God, since the one who draws near to him must 
believe that he exists and that he rewards those 
who seek him.” Hebrews 11:6 


“Every one of you who does not renounce 
all his possessions cannot be my disciple.” 
Luke 14:33 


“Jesus replied, ‘If anyone loves me, he will keep 
my word. My Father will love him, and we will 


come to him and make our home with him. 
John 14:23 


“In the same way we who are many are one 
body in Christ and individually members of one 
another.” Romans 12:5 


“If we walk in the light as he himself is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and 
the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.” 
1 John 1:7 


“Let us consider one another in order to provoke 
love and good works, not neglecting to gather 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but 
encouraging each other, and all the more as you 
see the day approaching.” Hebrews 10:24-25 


“I am the vine; you are the branches. The one 
who remains in me and I in him produces much 


fruit, because you can do nothing without me.” 
John 15:5 


“Some take pride in chariots, 
and others in horses, 

but we take pride in the name 
of the LORD our God.” 

Psalm 20:7 


“He said to him, ‘Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
mind. This is the greatest and most important 
command,” Matthew 22:37-38 


“The one who has my commands and keeps them 
is the one who loves me. And the one 

who loves me will be loved by my Father. I also 
will love him and will reveal myself to him.” 

John 14:21 


“The one who is from God listens to God’s words. 


This is why you don’t listen, because you are not 
from God.” John 8:47 


“Jesus replied, ‘Truly I tell you, the Son is not able 
to do anything on his own, but only what he sees 
the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, 
the Son likewise does these things. ” 

John 5:19 
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. God is always at work around you. 


. God pursues a continuing love 


relationship with you that is 
real and personal. 


. God invites you to become 


involved with Him in His work. 


. God speaks by the Holy Spirit 


through the Bible, prayer, 
circumstances, and the church 
to reveal Himself, His purposes, 
and His ways. 


. God’s invitation for you to work 


with Him always leads you to 
a crisis of belief that requires 
faith and action. 


. You must make major 


adjustments in your life to join 
God in what He is doing. 


. You come to know God by 


experience as you obey Him, 
and He accomplishes His 
work through you. 


Obey 
+ 
Experience 
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(3) Invitation eliet 


(4) God Speaks 


1. God is always at work around you. 
2. God pursues a continuing love relationship with you that is real and personal. 
3. God invites you to become involved with Him in His work. 


4. God speaks by the Holy Spirit through the Bible, prayer, circumstances, and the 
church to reveal Himself, His purposes, and His ways. 


5. God's invitation for you to work with Him always leads you to a crisis of belief 
that requires faith and action. 


6. You must make major adjustments in your life to join God in what He is doing. 


7. You come to know God by experience as you obey Him, and He accomplishes 
His work through you. 


GOD IS AT WORK AROUND YOU. 
WILL YOU JOIN HIM? 


Over the years God has used the truths of Experiencing 
God to awaken believers to a radically God-centered 
way of life. As a result, millions have come to know God 
intimately, to recognize His voice, and to understand 
His will for their lives. God is inviting you to experience 
Him in an intimate love relationship through which He 


reveals to you His will, His ways, and His work. 
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